
 
 

Sermon Outline  
“WHERE CAN I FIND A WISE KING?”   |   Geoff Lin 

Bible Reading: Ecc 8:2-13; Deut 17:14-20  

Ecc 1:2 “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Everything is 
meaningless.” 
 
1. God’s king in God’s world 
 
Ecc 1:1 The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem: 
 
Ecc 8:2 Obey the king’s command, I say, because you took an oath before God. 
 
Rom 13:1 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except 
that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 
Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has 
instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 
 
1 Tim 2:1 I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made 
for all people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives 
in all godliness and holiness. 
 
 
2. Who is the “King” in Ecclesiastes? 
 

The “Wise King” Solomon 
What was good What was not-so-good 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
1 Ki 4:29 God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breadth of understanding as 
measureless as the sand on the seashore. 30 Solomon’s wisdom was greater than the wisdom 
of all the people of the East, and greater than all the wisdom of Egypt. 31 He was wiser than 
anyone else, including Ethan the Ezrahite—wiser than Heman, Kalkol and Darda, the sons of 
Mahol. And his fame spread to all the surrounding nations. 32 He spoke three thousand 
proverbs and his songs numbered a thousand and five. 
 

Qualifications for the king the LORD your God chooses … 
 What Deut 17 says … What Solomon was like … 
Who A fellow Israelite (v15b)  
What he must not 
do 

i. acquire great number of horses 
(v16) 

 

ii. take many wives (v17a)  

iii. accumulate large amounts of silver 
and gold (v17b) 

 

What he must do copy/read/follow the Law (vv18-20)  

1 Ki 10:26 Solomon accumulated chariots and horses; he had fourteen hundred chariots and 
twelve thousand horses, which he kept in the chariot cities and also with him in Jerusalem. 27 The 
king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones, and cedar as plentiful as sycamore-fig trees 
in the foothills. 28 Solomon’s horses were imported from Egypt and from Kue—the royal 
merchants purchased them from Kue at the current price. 29 They imported a chariot from Egypt 
for six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse for a hundred and fifty. They also exported them to 
all the kings of the Hittites and of the Arameans. 
 
1 Ki 10:21 All King Solomon’s goblets were gold, and all the household articles in the Palace of the 
Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. Nothing was made of silver, because silver was considered of 
little value in Solomon’s days. 
 
1 Ki 11:1 King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh’s daughter—
Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. 2 They were from nations about which 
the Lord had told the Israelites, “You must not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn 
your hearts after their gods.” Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love. 3 He had seven 
hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray. 4 As 
Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted 
to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been. 
 
2 Ki 23:1 Then the king [Josiah] called together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 2 He 
went up to the temple of the Lord with the people of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
the priests and the prophets—all the people from the least to the greatest. He read in their 
hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant, which had been found in the temple of 
the Lord. 
 
Mt 4:4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word 
that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
 
 
Q. Why you should serve King Jesus … 
 
i. THIS king is worthy of your life (because He laid down His for yours) 
 

Rev 5:9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open 
its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from 
every tribe and language and people and nation. 10 You have made them to be a kingdom 
and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” 

 
ii. In THIS king’s kingdom the last shall be first, and the first shall be last 
 

Mt 18:1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?” 2 He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. 3 And he 
said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven. 

 
iii. THIS king invites you sign up for something that cannot fail 
 

Mt 16:16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, 
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by 
my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 

 
Homework: please read all of Ecclesiastes before next Sunday (it’s only 2 chapters/day!) 


