Sermon Outline

“EVERY PROMISE HAS BEEN FULFILLED...” | GeoffLin
Bible readings: Joshua 23:1-16; Joshua 24:1-28; Joshua 24:29-33

The bigger and better story we belong to ...

1. Joshua’s farewell to the elders: hold fast to the LORD your God (Jos 23:1-16)

Jos 1:7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave
you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go.

- God's proven character vs. their future conduct

Jos 23:14 Now | am about to go the way of all the earth. You know with all your heart and soul
that not one of all the good promises the LORD your God gave you has failed. Every promise
has been fulfilled; not one has failed.

- CV Conference (Fri 27 to Sat 28 Sept)

2. Joshua's farewell to the people: renewing the covenant at Shechem (Jos 24:1-28)

Jos 24:11 “'Then you crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. The citizens of Jericho fought
against you, as did also the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites and
Jebusites, but | gave them into your hands. 12 | sent the hornet ahead of you, which drove
them out before you—also the two Amorite kings. You did not do it with your own sword and
bow. 13 So | gave you a land on which you did not toil and cities you did not build; and you live
in them and eat from vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant.’

Jos 24:15 ... "But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD”

- Jos 24:27 ... "this stone will be a witness against us”

Gen 12:6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at
Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to Abram and
said, “To your offspring | will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had
appeared to him.

3. Some death notices... (Jos 24:29-33)

i. Death #1: Joshua (vv29-31)

Dt 34:5 And Moses the servant of the LORD died there in Moab, as the LORD had said.

ii. Death #2: Joseph (v32)

Gen 50:24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “l am about to die. But God will surely come
to your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob.” 25 And Joseph made the Israelites swear an oath and said, “God will
surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up from this place.”

Ex 13:19 Moses took the bones of Joseph with him because Joseph had made the
Israelites swear an oath. He had said, “God will surely come to your aid, and then you
must carry my bones up with you from this place.”

iii. Death #3: Eleazer (v33)
Jos 14:1 Now these are the areas the Israelites received as an inheritance in the land
of Canaan, which Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun and the heads of the tribal
clans of Israel allotted to them.

So what, for us?

Q. Which promises of God ought we live by today?

Jer 29:11 For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.

Gen 12:1 The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father's
household to the land | will show you. 2 “I will make you into a great nation, and | will bless
you; | will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 | will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you | will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”

Mt 28:18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything |
have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Rom 8:38 For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither
the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 Thess 4:14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will
bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.

For discussion: which promises of God are very precious to you?




