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The author and the publisher are (legally and in 
other ways) the two people responsible for the text 
and the paratext, but they may delegate a portion 
of their responsibility to a third party. A preface 
written by this third party and accepted by the 
author, such as Anatole France’s preface to 
Proust's Les Plaisirs et les jours, still belongs (it 
seems to me), by the mere fact of this 
acceptance, to the paratext. 

—Genette, p. 9





Paratext
• paratext = peritext + epitext (Genette, p. 5). 

• peritext: the stuff around the text inside the same volume…


• Within the same volume are elements such as the title or the 
preface and sometimes elements inserted into the interstices of 
the text, such as chapter titles or certain notes (Genette, pp. 4-5). 

• epitext: outside the volume


• [A]ll those messages that, at least originally, are located outside 
the book, generally with the backing of the media (interviews, 
conversations), or under cover of private communication (letters, 
diaries, and others) (Genette, p. 5)
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The cover and its 
appendages



Songs Before 
Sunrise (1871)

Algernon Charles 
Swinburne; 


binding designs by 
Dante Gabriel Rossetti.
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Online reference
https://comics.indiana.edu/cbp/


https://comics.indiana.edu/cbp/
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