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No. 9. ImperiaL CDLLECEY, 2 June 1950.

EDITORIAL

Mosbellions

It wes with surprise and regret that we heard the decision
of the Refectory Committee to dispense with the services o
pur butler, Mr. Sellars, The declsion was made, of course, i
the Interests of ‘economy, but this will in fact be .gmell, gluce
another person will have to be employed to take over Bl Sduties
"behind the scenes," such as store-keeping.

He was the person whom people usually cited when they
criticised the Refectory for being overstaffed, apparently
Peticyving that "hedid notiiing but Stand and legE: L ila & bultler .
In pandering to these critics, and to achieve what 1s really
a trifling economy, the Committee have lost us the services of
e wiioy et tie lenst leet o ote of 1oty to the Dining
Hall and provided one of the differences between Imperial
College and other less august colleges.,

We must not, mowever, Ut Tyfalr to the Commilttee, IO
although there are many who will feel a pang of regret that Mr.
$ellars has*been sacrificed, at least it shows that the Committes
are preparcd to take any steps that may be necessary to put 1ts
finances in order.

Brown Baggers.

In our last issue we noted that in an /article 1n The
Observer, I.C., had been credited with the invention of the term
"brown bagger." In their next issue appeared a letter stating
thel thie Term wes Uriown té be o usé . at U,Cy.in 1926, but We
were surprised to see that no reply to this letter appeared
thls week. Has the Editor closed the correspondence, or can
it be that no one at I.C. hag taken the trouble to write?

The term afpetra T o Hidenlx of TOFSC WIICH alone
disposes of the U,.C. ckatm, but if 8790 appears ;in ouec 0T
H.G.Wells' books, and it is not unreasonalbe to suppose that he
acquired the expression when he was at this College.,

Felix Next Year,

This is our last igsue this year since & fortnight hence
W gira Tl oo iy TEna ol or "of c e "0l $he vVevoo ol SXHme,

Most of this year's Felix Board are leaving or retiring,
and a few new people are needed to help run the paper next year.,
Fortunately the 3ub-Editor, Mr., C.M.Hargreaves, will be here
next year, and he has been elected as the next Editor. We
should be glad 1f anyone interested in joining the Board
would get in touech with Mr. Hargreaves or the present Editor,
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SPEAKING PERSONALLY ,

When writing the Editorial this week I found that there
were a number of things I wished to say which could not properly
be said in an Editorial, since they were purely personal
sentiments. I therefore declded to grant myself space for a
personal article,

We who started Felix did so in the belief that there was
a need for a paper which would report, publicise and comment
upon College activities, and provide entertalnment without
deteriorating into a "Muckrake.” As 1t turned out, the provision
of entertainment has proved the hardest requlrement, but the
experiment seems to have been a success and Felix is well
established,

Although the paper 1s f1n3n01ally responsible to Council,
and exists by thelr consenty-1% ls-free Lo express such opinlons
a8 1t sees fit. The Fellx Board therefore carries a considerable
responsibility, for in the hands of irresponsible persons the
paper could be a powerful and mischievous weapon, In that event
it would undoubtedly be suppressed, and I should be extremely
sorry to see that happen. I hope, therefore, that future Felix
Boards, will bring new ideas and new life to the paper, but
will maintain essentially the same spirit,

I should like to thank all the members of the Board for
their hard work and co-operation, and particularly Mr. C.M,
Hargreaves for having shouldered much of the editorial work
gand regeponsiblillity,

Speclal thanks, also, to Miss Larcom and the Bookstall
staff for having produced the paper, by hand and always on time,
and for her ready co-operation when trouble arose. It may not
be generally appreciated that each 1ssue involves putting the
sheets through the Roneo machine over 10,000 times,

E.M.Hughes;

The Refectory Committee,

The Committee met on 22/5/50, and after the usual
preliminary business discussed the question of the reduction of
Sellars, with the result already known.

The dissatlisfaction in some guarters with the tlcket
system in the New Lounge was then raised, and the suggestion
put forward that, as an experiment, a crush rail be installed,
with a cash register and desk at the end. Apart from the fact
that the Dancing Club, who use the room three nlghts a week,
would not like .the 1dea, and the fact that we had no cash
register available, the main objection was that it would almost
certainly cause the service te be slower. When the ticket
system was first introduced the queue was timed, and the average
time was found to be about a quarter of what it had previously
been when cash was taken at the counter. In view of this it
was decided that the tlcket system should be retained, 1in splte
of Ats minor Irritetl long,

The idea of putting on a cheap lunch at 1/64 was then
discussed. It was felt that when Mr, Coomber put the idea to
the Union General Meeting the full significance of the suggestion
was -not appreciated, and that 1t would be well worth while to
try it a8 an expeplgent Tor a fortnight, By the tlme thils g ppears
the experiment will have been going for a week, and it is hoped
that it will provide the answer to those who require a satisfying
lunch at a low prige., In any case, .the Commlittee will be glad
to have your opinions.

The suggestion that the Refectory be handed over toa private
contractor was the next topic. It was pointed out that J.J.Lyons






