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FRESHERS WELCOMED
RCS.

The R.C.S. freshers! reception in the Union

started quietly enough. Mr Gadsden proposed the

College, tiie most interesting part of his toast

being a little thing that went something like

iSeti "Candy is dandy
But liquor is quicker."

Professor Linstead replied to the toast. He pdine
ted out to an amazed audience that a little ree

.search is done in the Mines, and that they have

actvally’ published a book about it.

' The stunned freshers were now congratulated
by their President Mr Lemin, on their good fortunt

in being freshers of R.C.S. and not of Delft; i.e.

' not fogged, debagged and otherwise put uponi He
also speculated Fates wildly) on Cassandra's
love life, drawing entirely ernoneous conclusions.
Both the I.C. bar and ‘the improved toilet facili~

‘ties in R.C.S. were mentioned by the President as

being centres of cultural life, and he concluded
by expecting to meet most of the freshers there. _

“The freshness of some of the guests was com=
mented upon by Mr Anderson, who found for all the
staff (and ex-staff) present, some avenue on
which they had only just embarked. The President
of Mines, replying fob the guests, expressed his

sentiments about R.c.S., his chief: point being
that Cassandra ha@ the right ideas| :

During the closing ten minutesof the toaste
‘ing, noises off were heard and suspicion aroused
in the R.c.S. breast. A certaifi’Guildsman was seen

peering through the serving hatch in the U.D.H.

and the doors were then found to be barricaded.

Not all the combined strength of the R.C.S.» fresh
or otherwise, could open the main door. The back

door was eventually breached and the R.C.S. strea~

med down and into. the Entgance*fiall hoping to take

the offenders in the rear. Guilds: however were one

‘step ahead, they were complacently propping up the

bar. They were thrown out, returned and thrown out

again, and it looked as if a sort of dynamic equi-

librium had been established..Aceordingly a truce

was called, the proceedings ‘e€nding in such harmony
that a Guildsman generously d-seribed the evening

as "the best xnoco.S. freshers! 'do' I've ever been

to."
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“MINES
There comes a time “in every beer-drinker's

life when he shudders at the tnought of that

‘ extra pint. Strong men stiake their heads and

' look significantlyat’ each other. When : the

Mines freshers had their dinner, there were

nany strong men who Shook their heads.°:
The night of Friday 22nd was cold and win-

dy; as hordes of niners made their way to and

from the Queen's Arms their feet ‘were hastened
by the thought of refreshment at the other end.

The dinner started aj few minutes after 7.30 and
went on for over ninety minutes. There are

more freshers this yéar than the 2nd and 3rd

year combined, which’ meant that the whole of

the mines was present either as host or guest.

“GUILDS
On the evening of Friday, October 15th, the

Guilds Freshers assembled in the Upper Dining Hall

for their annual buffeting and welcome from the
Guilds Union.

Your correspondent who, since his ticket said

"7,00 for 7.30", t t he would arrive at 7.30,
missed the little party where the principal

speakers were strengthening themselves with sherry
and port. Instead, he arrived at 7.36 and found
that the Freshers were up to standard since most

of the food and free beer had already vanished.
Several well-known second and even third year

'freshers' were also there. These gentlemen did

not seem to be so interested in the food as the

genuine freshers; rather they showed their ex-

perience by strategic grouping around the barrels,

The President, Andy Levine, clad in his robes

of office, introduced himself-and the Guilds

Spamner (which is not the original totem pole) to
the assembly. Professor Newitt proposed the:

health of the Dean, Professor Pippard. Both,
rather naturally, reminded the Freshers that they

should mix in a little work with their Union acti-
vities. Professor Pippard said that for the first
time Guilds register had topped the 1000 mark and

he wanted to see 1000 on the final pass list. Kim

Ash proposed the toast of theguests, to which Dr,

Sparkes replied. He dealt at some length with

the proposed College extensions, and made a big

_ hit when he said that not only the students were

aware of the shortage of women undergraduates at

Guilds. If anybody could find some suitable can-
didates, several membersof the staff, including

Dr. Sparkes, would be pleased to give them encou-|

raging interviews.

Alec Fraser proposed the toast to the
Freshers and told them that they should mix in

some Union activities with their work. He. remin-

ded the Dean that people do not only sometimes
‘fail their lat. Year exams, for example, he

himself was trying his Part Il again!

The old hands initiated the Freshers into tne
meaning of "a Boomalaka',and then those who were

still thirsty removed downstairs to begin the real
business of ‘the evening. In no time at all the
Bar was quickly filled with the sounds of singing.
As time went on, your correspondent remembers less
and less - perhaps thankfully. Although the

originality and wide general Ikmowledge of one of
the Freshers from Manchester should be valuable to
Guilds, he seemedto mow at leas* one new verse
to all the songs. At 11.00 the bar shut to make

itself presentable for the morrow, and the party
removed itself for another Boomalaka on the Tennis
Courts, and then on to the Royal College of Art

Hop in Cromwell Road. But that is another
story e e e e e

The yard was traditionally good, the win-
ner turning in the excellent time of 10.2 secs.

The Presidents of R.C.S. and Guilds were pro-

mised drinks if they could tell a good story.

The Guilds President could only win a‘yard of

orange squash, while Mr. Lemin performed better

and deserved a gin in his portion. Old hands

missed tne rousing "charcoal" on the tennis

courts afterwards, nor was there any tine left

for singing in the oar, but the number of peo-

ple who went away singing was fantastic.
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PROFILE

PETER LEMIN.

Beneath the R.C.S. Presidential Topper,
there lurks this year the cheerful countenance
of Peter A, Lemin, a man famed for his wisdom
and his wit. One of our few remaining ex-service~
men, relic of a bygone age, Peter can recall
(when suitably lubricated) the great incendiary
rag of Guy Fawkes Night 1949 when he participated
as an1.C. representative in the celebrated un-
official Tug of War against the Unitea Metropol-
itan Services (comprising members of the Constab-
ulary and the London Fire Brigade) The latter
invéluntarily supplied a hose for use in place
of a rope. Fortunately Peter managed to avoid
the judicial reprisals taken by the miserable ana
unsporting losers of this historic contest, and
he h:s thus survived to this day under the guise.
of a sober, righteous and responsible member of
the Union,

“nile in our midst he has found time for a
variety of pursuits, Having acquired in his R.A.F.
career an unexpected ab’ ity to shoot straight,
he swiftly rose to fame on the rifle range, Apart
from having represented Imperial College Rifle
Club for four years, he has also earned himself
a University of London Purple for: shooting,

Peter's academic career has been somewhat,
chesuered, He has ended up as an Organic Research
Chemist working in the Department of Inorpaniec .
Chemistry applying Physical Methods to Biochemical
Problems. : =

A pursuit he has peen forced to abandon was
‘the I.C. hop, wherein he met the girl he eventually
married, As he himself says “it just goes to show
you can't be too careful", After *wo yearsof
married life he contends that he has discovered
what makes women tick and considers himself com-
petent to predict the vagaries of feminine behav-
jour, Precisely where he intends to employ these
new-found techniques remains in doubt, but never~j
theless he heartily recommends married life to his
friends.

Prominent in all R.C.S, festivities, Peter
revealed himself as something of an artist last
year by perpetrating a Roman frieze for the Orgy
at Christmas, His appearances at Smoking Concerta,
however, are even‘better known. His earliest per-
formance was in the first Smoking Concert in 1950
Wherein he made a debut as one of the An@rews Sis-
ters, a female of creditable form ana soothing
voice, Unfortunately owing to poor foundations his
figure was noticed to collapse into totally unfem-
inine asymmetry. At last year's Concert he wus ree
sponsible for two of the acts: a satire on the
Board of Governors, and an expurgated version of
Eskimo Nell,It was felt that Dr, Bowdler himself
could scarcely have done better with such uncomp-
romising material.

Holding strong views on most student problems
and the conduct of all Union affairs, Peter Lemin
will find his skill and experience as a debater .
standing him in good stead in his year of office,In addition to knowing they have an eloquent advoc-
ate of student neede in higher quarters, the R.C.S,Union can look forward to a year of clearsighted
guidance and forthright leadership,

Evening Dress 12/6 Double

THE ENGINEERS BALL
FRIDAY 26th NOVEMBER

8 pm. ks 2am.

‘HALL DINNER.
The evening of Tuesday Oct. 18th. was the occ=

asionof both the President's Sherry Party for off-
icers of the Union, and the first Hall Dinner of the
present session.

The party later moved down to join those att-
ending hall dinner for a glass of sherry in the
Staff Common Room. I am told the sherry decanter
in this room, which for the past few years has re-
mained at a fairly steady level, was drained com=
pletely in a matter of seconds! . This dastardly
deed originating largely from those who had not patd
to have it. .: tut, tut. However by a masterpiece
of observation they paid later! :

Prof, Pippard, Dean of C. & Ge,» was Chairman for
the evenigg and the college President ike Neale
the vice-Chairman. They were seated at opvosite
ends of the central table which was almost entire-
ly filledby the guests from the President's party.
The U.D.H. is a iiost suitable room for such an oc-
casion withits cutlery ard silver candlesticks.
It. was sugsested that membersof I.c. on leaving
could present. silverware to be used on such oc-=
casions.A silver bowl on the Chairman's table ine
scribed 'Part I repeaters 1954' would, I feel, be
most. appropriate.

‘The evening continueé along its customary
formal lines until the Royal Toast, after which
the spiritof the central table beganto take cone
trol. A candle was seen to wander down the table
for a change of scenery and a table mat glided
gently through tne still air reminding one of the
ever=popular flying saucer.Mr Mooney's best sau-

_ cers were @ medium for she exchangeof comic ver-
se and all too personal remarks. Alas, no one
started a limerick competition! 2 J ee

The company. then retired to tiie Starr Com-
mon Room where coffee was served to complete an

extremely pleasant evening. - Some were heard to
‘say that 1% was the best Hall Dinner they sould
remember= perhavs it was.

For .he pvenefit of the freshers, Dinner in

Hallis held in tue Upper Dining Hall each Tuesday
at 1.30. Dellie The cos. IJ’ feel is very reasonable ;
4/- tue dinner, 1/- beer, 1/6d sherry, 1/6d port.

I- shall go again - will you come?. Go 8 a,

QUEUE THIS SIDE PLEASE _---~
Imperial College is making history.
Already there are more than two thousand people

| studying here, and the number is still increasing
. but, at the same time, many facilities have been
curtailedby the ambitinus reconstruction program
which is in full progress.
One of these facilities, the immediate enlarge-

nent of the refectories, seems to exist no longer,
at least, the author has observed no effort to.
celieve the congestion which occurs every lunch-
time. ;

In the Ayrton Hall, as in the Union, it is commu
knowledge that to dine without waiting for at least

_ twenty minutes one must either arrive there earlieas
than the rush, wait till it clears or eat outside,
What of these alternatives? :
No one who wants a degree can affordto leave

their lecture five times a week before it finishes,

To wait until the crowd clearsis as edifying
as queueing for that time. |

The nearest Cafeterias and Restaurants are halfa
mile away, and the cheaper establishments such as
Lyons® are filled to overflowing. ‘here are very few
who Can pay the expensive prices demandedby the
other places in South Kensington,

' Short of fasting,as one has to do when the
grant expires, which at this early stage should
not be entertained too seriously, what is the an-
swer to this pressing problem?

There are at least two possible solutions.
The executives of the three colleges could arrange

timetables so that the R.C.S. and Mines start and
finish their morning's study thirty minutes before
(or after) Guilds, thus staggering the lunches in
roughly equal sittings, ss

Alternatively, Jehangir Hall , which at present is,
usedas an examination room of the University of
London, could be transformed into an extension of
“Queenies", the food being taken from one building

_ to..the other, a matter of fifty yards,in insulated|
containers,

alee telaled ceed te tt td

Who said dine in Q.A?
> PAES’/


