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 FRESHERS

RC.S.

The R.C.S. freshers' reception in the Union
started quietly enough. Mr Gadsden proposed the
College, tiie most interesting part of his toast
being a little thing that went something like

L "Candy is dandy

But liquor is quicker."
Professor Linstead replied to the toast. He poin-
ted out to an amazed audience that a little re-
.search is done in the Mines, and that they have
actmally published a book about it,.

' The stunned freshers were now congratulated
by tvheir President Mr Lemin, on their good fortuns
‘ in being freshers of R.C.S. and not of Delft; i.e.
' not fogged, debagged and otherwise put uponi He

also speculated ?gatner wildly) on Cassandra's
love life, drawing entirely ermoneous conclusions.
Both the I.C. bar and the improved toilet facili-
‘ties in R.C.S. were mentioned by the President as
being centres of cultural life, and he concluded
by expeecting to megt most of the freshers there.

" ‘The freshness of some of the guests was comw
mented upon by Mr Anderson, who found for all the
staff (and ex-staff) present, some avenue on
which they had only just embarked. The President
of Mines, replying fob the guestsy expressed his
sentiments about R.C.S., his chief point being
that Cassandra haé the right ideas !

, During the closing ten minutes of the toast-
‘ing, noises off were heard and suspicion aroused
in the R.C.S. breast. A certain’Guildsman was seen

peering through the serving hatch in the U.D.H.
and the doors were then found to be barricaded,
Not all the combined strength of the R.C.S., fresh
or otnerwise, could open the main door. The back
door was eventually breached and the R.C.S. strea-
med down and into.the Entamance=ftiall hoping to take
the offenders in the rear. Guilds however were one
‘step ahead, they were complacently propping up the
bar. They were thrown out, returned and thrown out
again, and it looked as if a sort of dynamic equi-
librium hed been established. #czordingly a truce
was called, the proceedings ‘énding in such harmony
that a Guildsman generously d-scribed the evening
as "the best R.C.S. freshers' 'do' I've ever been
to."

MINES

There comes a time ‘in every beer-drinker's

life when he shudders at the taought of that

+ extra pint. Strong men sheke their heads and
look significantly at' each other. wﬁegvghe
Mines freshers had their dinner, there were
nany strong men who shook their heads.'.

The night of Friday 22nd was c¢old and win-
dy; as hordes of mniners made their way to and
from the Queen's Arms their feet ‘were hastened
by the thought of refreshment at the other end.
The dinner started a/few minutes after 7.30 and
went on for over ninety minutes. 'There are
more freshers this year than the 2nd and 3rd
year combined, which’meant that the whole of
the mines was present either as host or guest.

WELCOMED

GUILDS

On the evening of Friday, October 15th, the
Guilds Freshers assembled in the Upper Dining Hall
for their annual buffeting and welcome from the
Guilds Union.

Your correspondent who, since his ticket said
"7.00 for 7.30", t t he would arrive ai 7.30,
missed the little party where the principal
speakers were strengthening themselves with sherry
and port. Instead, he arrived at 7.36 and found
that the Freshers were up to standard since most
of the food and free beer had already vanished.
Several well-known second and even third year
ffreshers' were also there. These gentlemen did
not seem to be so interested in the food as the
genuine freshers; rather they showed their ex-
perience by strategioc grouping around the barrels,

The President, Andy Levine, clad in his robes
of office, introduced himselfand the Guillds

* Spanner (which is not the original totem pole) to

the assembly. Professor Newltt proposed the;
health of the Dean, Professor Pippard. = Both,
rather naturally, reminded the Freshers that they
should mix in a little work with their Union acti=-
vities. Professor Pippard said that for the first
time Guilds register had topped the 1000 mark and
he wanted to see 1000 on the final pass list. Kim
Ash proposed the toast of theiguests, to which Dr,
Sparkes replied. He dealt at some length with
the proposed College extensions, and made a big
hit when he said that not only the students were
aware of the shortage of women undergraduates at
Guilds.  If anybody could find some suitable can-
didates, several members of the staff, including
Dr. Sparkes, would be pleased to give them encou-
raging interviews.

Alec Fraser proposed the toast to the
Freshers and told them thdt they should mix in
some Union activities with their work. He remin-
ded the Dean that people do not only sometimes
fail their lest. Year exams, for example, he
himself was trying his Part II again!

The o0ld hands initiated the Freshers into tne
meaning of 'a Boomalaka', and then those who were
still thirsty removed downstairs to begin the real
business of ‘the evening. In no time at all the
Bar was quickly filled with the sounds of singing.
As time went on, your corrcspondent remembers less
and less - perhaps thankfully. Although the
originality and wide general knowledge of ons of
the Freshers from Manchester should be valuable to
Guilds, he seemed to know at leas' one new verse
to all the songs. At 11.00 the ba:r shut to make
itself presentable for the morrow, and the party
removed itself for another Boomalaka on the Tennis
Courts, and then on to the Royal College of Art
Hop in Cromwell Road. But that is another
story . « « . o

The yard was traditionally good, the win-
ner turning in the excellent time of 10.2 secs.
The Presidents of R.C.S. and Guilds were pro-
mised drinks if they could tell a good story.
The Guilds President could only win a‘yard of
orange squash, while ¥r. Lemin performed better
and deserved a gin in his portion. 01d hands
missed tne rousing "charcoal" on the tennis
courts afterwards, nor was there any time left
for singing in the oar, but the number of peo-
ple who went away singing was fantastic.






