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‘Mr chief Marshall Sir Roderic Hill, Reotor
of Impepial College and retiring Vice Chancellor
of the University of London died suddenly on
‘Yednesday, &6th October. Although he had not been
well for some time, his death came as & great
shock to all his friends,

Sir Roderic came as Reoctor to I.C. in 1948
in succession to Sir Richard Southwell, bring-
ing to tne task all the experiénce, energy and

_drive of his long and digtinguished career in
the teciinioal branches of the R.A.F.

Exceptionally gifted in meny directions, as
an artist winose work will be remembered by all
who visited the exhibition of drawings und
paintings at the College last year; uas an au~
thor; and as. an engineer at Farnborough in the
early days of K.aeBsy it was as an adninistrator
that the Rector excelled.

Having a strong academic background as tue
son of Prof. M. Hill, FP.R.3, and a graduate of
University College, tiue Rector had firm views on
the purpose of a University life. He believed
that the College was not merely a collection of
lecture rooms and laboratories, but a club in
the broadest sense wuere the gtudent developed
uls cuaracter by meeting people and making lest-
ing friends and iapressions.

He reulised iunat one essentiul to this
ideal vas a aappy staff-student relutionsaip.
he fostered Dinuer in rhull as a tunction at
wiiioh staff and students could meet on informel
and equal terus, Toduy that fuiction is a very
real part of Collesye life. Tuere as at all soc~-
ial gatuerings Lady nill and Sir Roderic were
the perfect nosis, taking & wurin and lively in-
terest in all tueir _uests.

The Regtor wys always nost interested in
tue Union, e wus always directly acocessible to
the Union Officers and in uis clay pipe talks
with them ne goupgulted and advised tuem regular-
ly on tue coaduct of affairs, from tue snallest

details to the widest matters of poliey in .the
running of the College in general. :

Tre Reoctor was deeply concerned lest & -
purely solentific seat of learning snopld pro-
duce highly specialised graduates with little
appreclation of the humunities in the widest and
most practiocal sense. He instituted@ the Touoh-
stone disoussions at Silwood Park and the Bndg
and Means Lectures to which he himself contmwi-
buted a notable series, and wiiloh grew into the
present General Studies. He appointed first one
and later three visiting lectures in various usg-
pects of the Arts, : ;

Ceremonial naving played s0 muon & pert in
his career it was natural that in & saull way
some snould find & place in his vien of our cor-
porate life. Commemoraution Dy %ec one suciu :
function, followed by an "open louge® in each of
the individual Colleges in town. Tuis yeur
there will be no Comnemoration Ceremony ovut in-
stead a Memorial Service in Holy Trinity ZSnurcu.

The proposed expansion 0f tue Inperial 3ole
lege 1s certainly the mos$ fitting meanorial Sir
Roderic could aave. ‘Fithout any doubt the sele
ection of I.C. wus due in lurge measure to tue
fact that during muen of the post-war dJdebute on
lligner Tecanological Education ne was Qur
spokesman. In all the work und discussion {ne
volved never once did ne forget the iatereats of
ti.e students. Tue nion Officers were co:sylted
regularly turougiiout the planning of :ue 32llese
development.

In the deu:h of tue Rector Tuperial Solleyge
has lost a very grucious and ciuraing rriead,
wiuoge warmtn and <indliness will be sudly aissed
in soutu Kensington. To a&ll auo rollow ufter,
he leaves in Imperisl Sollege u lusticg testi-
mony to nis nard work and persdyulity. o toze
wio knew him persoaally ne leaves wn i,.2:.iru%ion
and most happy wemdries of a deur rrieand.






