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‘Ady Chtef Marshall Sir Roderic Hill, Reotor
of Imperial College and retiring Vice Chancellor
of the University of London died suddenly on

‘Yednesday, 6th October. Although he had not been
well for some time, his death oame as a great
shock to all his friends,

Sir Roderic came as Rector to I.c. in 1948

in succession to Sir Richard Southwell, bring-

ing to the task all the experience, energy and

_ Qvive of his long and digtinguished career in

the technical branches of the R.A.F.

Exceptionally gifted in many directions, as

an artist waose work will be remembered by all

who visited the exhibition of drawings und

paintings at the College last year; as an au-

thor; and as. an engineer at Farnborough in the

early days of ..4.B., it was as an adninistrator

that the Rector excelled.

Having a strong academic background as tie

gon of Prof. M. Hill, F.8.S, and a graduate of
University College, tue Rector had firm views on

the purpose of a University life. He believed

that the College was not merely a collection of
lecture rooms and laboratories, but a club in

the broadest sense were the gtudent developed

nis caaracter by meeting people and making last-

ing friends and iapressions.

he reulised tnat one essential to this

ideal was a wappy staff-student relutionsiuip.

he fostered Dinner in iisll as a Lunction at
wiieh staff and students could meet on informal

und equal terns, Today that function is a very

real part of Sollesge life. Tiere ag at all soce-
lal g,atuerings Lady 1.111 and Sir Roderic were

tie perfect nosis, taking a waorin and lively in-

terest in all tueir (vests.

The Reqtor was always nost iaterested in
tue Union, ne was always directly sccessible to
the Union Officers and in uis clay pipe talks
with them ne oo.gulted and advised tiem regular-
ly on tue conduct of affairs, from tue snallest
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details to the widest matters of policy in the

running of the College in general.

Te Reotor was deeply concerned lest@
purely soientifioc seat of learning aiuopld pro-

duce highly specialised graduates with little
‘appreciation of the humanities in the widest and
most practical sense. He instituted the Touch-

stone discussions at Silwood Park anang the Endsand Means Lectures to jayehe himself contyte
buted a notable series, and wiieh grew into the

present General Studies. He appointed first one

and later three visiting lectures in various use

pects of the Arts,

Ceremonial having played 80 much a part in
his career it was natural tiat in 4 sinull way

some snould find & place in his view of our gore

porate life. Sommemorution Dey ts one sucii
function, followed by an "open pouge” in each of
the individual Colleges in town. Tnis year

there will be no Comnemoration Ceremony out in-

stead 4 Memorial Service in Holy Trinity Siurca.
The proposed expansion of tue Iaperial sole

lege is certainly tne most fitting menorial sir

Roderic could aave. ‘Sithout any doubt the sele

ection of I.C. wus due in large measure to tue

fact that during mucn of the post-sar debute on

Wigner Tecanological Education ne was aur

spokesman. Jn all the work und discussion ine

volved never once did une forget tiie intereats of

tie students. The Wnion Officers were co:iaylted
regularly throughout tne planning of «ne Jollese

development.

In the death of tue Rector Jipertal sollege

has lost a very gructouswid ciusuming friend,

wuoge warmta and «<indliness will de sudly aLsaed

in Soutn Kensington. To all «aio follow after,

he leaves in Imperial Sollege u lusting testi

mony to nig nargd work and pessryulity. 79 tore

wid knew him personally ae leaves uw. Licidse ‘fon
and most happy memories of a deus rriend.
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PROFILE

ATKINSON

» the runeible character, whose
deinty calligraphy aspears on your Union Card (if
valid)te no ordinary type, Bred nowhere in partice
tar (t.e. London) he ts, intellectually, a Unive
@rsa) Man. An Interest in Chemistry, which showed
‘itself in carly youth, produced a First in due
cqurse, followed by a happy-go-lucky P.G. career,
which gave him time to become I.C. Union Secretary,

$ an undergraduate, he started to Play hocekay in a desulte
blace to Glidin

Howewar

Vere Atkinson

g as his chief sporting interest,
. is best known to connoisseurs by

his “Green Lady", an unclothed female figure, who
has dominated many I.C. posters in the last two
years, She has advertised, with notable succeag,Smoking, Concerts and Carnivals for R.C.S,. It is
generally considered that she plays a part in Mr,
tkinson 8 life, similar to that played in Shakee
Speare8 by the “dark lady", Reputedly modelled:
on @ member of I.C,W.A, (on which subject there
has been an irrational amount of speculation), an
analysis of her, in Freudian terms, leads to somestartling comme’ts gn her creator's character,(c.f, his lamented Moral Deform Club“)

ne suspects that he would be more homeon the River Gauche than at I.C. de ig feainterested in vainting (though quite incoherentin verbal expressionof it) and 1a very muchaffected by brizht colours, It seems particular-ly fortunate that he should be in a responsibleUnion vosition this Session, for it 4g certainthat his views on decoration of the New Unionwill be heard ana they may even be followed,_ San organizer, Vern is efficient. He wasChairman of R.c.5. Entertainments Committee ‘lastyeor, and produced the memorable Carnival “Orgia‘Romana", the celebrated Smoking Concert, anda |
nevi venture, the R.C.S. Country House Ball, which
was outstentt*nely successful and which will,we hove
be repeuted, Perisps his moat suecas-ful enter-
prise has been his Ballet 1: the Carnival Cabaret,
in which "Mr, Kitchener, prima ballerina, made an
unforrettable hit’ descending like ‘Lohengrin
fron the roof, in the middle of the first act,
“uch was tae flexibility of Mr. Atkinson's prod-=
uction that the audience never realised that Mr,
Kitehener wis not due to appear until fhe second
.act,. This latter virtue of" flexibility is desir-
able in connedtion with his Gliding activities,

Rerders of the latest PHOENIX may have note
leec that the hero of this screed holds the 008-=
ition of Art Editor (1.¢. does all tne drawings)
He has also published a few short stories, which
our critic did not rave over, but which were bete
ter than most,

|

The post of Union Secretary involves this
yeur a number of extra Jobs because of the expan-
sion, Mr, Atkinson
transition of Union affairs from the Gymnasium_

' Dlock to the Beit Building and is at the moment
negotiating with the Universit
erial Institute for our Social purposes, It is ant-
icipated that he will be successful,

In this, and in the many other tasks which
make the life of a Union Secretary miserable, we
wish him all the success we expedt from him,

ASM. ASSOC. TEA
The R.S.M. Association save a tea for new

Stnes Freshers on Tuesday, Sth Oatober, Ona
purpose was to -zive Freshers a chance of meating
membarg of tio Assoatation, the Staff and offioee
ers of the Ro5oM. Union,

The usual erowd of Club Officerd and Joure
nal editors were asen trying to flog thelr
waves and many «otually report success in this
Airestion,

The “ines has inoraased tly atrength this

FH‘
gar by about thirty(nesrly 1%) aad tia wih
oubtiess be voflected ta insressol activity,

ry fashion, but eventually this gave

is responsible for the smooth a

y for use of the Imp-:
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1.C.UNION MEETING |
The first Union Meeting of the Session

was held on Monday, Oot. llth. in the ReCeSe

The President opened the meeting by ask-

ing everyone to stand’in silence for one min-
ute, as a mark of respect to the Rector.

He then announced, as most of the College
knew, that Commemoration Day and Commemoration

Ball were cancelled for this year, but that

full mourning for the Union would end that

night (the day of the funeral). It was hop=-

ed that some kind of Union Ball: would be held

instead of the Commem. Ball, later in the Ses-

sion.

The main business.of the meeting was .taken
up with a discussion of the arrangementsfor

Nov. 5th. The discussion consisted mostly of

remarks from the President, who performed his
thankless task with remarkable diplomacy and
tact. His object was to put over to the Union
why once again Nov.. 5th. must pass unheralded

as an occasion fora Rag, at least as: office

. tally recognised. |. The reasons were strong;

firatly the Union could not expect its elected
and responsible: officers to organise Rags,
which should be essentially spontaneous; and

. secondly, as a result of last year's events the
UeL. Senate had issued an ultimatum to all Lon-
don students and had asked for the co-operation
of U.L.U. The ultimatum was to the effect
that any student in trouble with the Authorities
on November 5th. would be sent down. The Union
acknowledged these reasons and was then asked
to gonsider what I.C. would do instead of a Rag

on Nov. 5th. The President indicated that the
reason for the date of the present meeting
‘wag that the Union would thus have plenty of
time to consider what was to be done. “Little
arose from the fi.oor on this matter so that

most probably, as usual, I.C. will officialzy
_be at Harlington for Guy Fawkes Day.

Other business was the election of Basil
Evans and Alec Fraser to the Entertainments
Committee, and the selection of 'Hags' Slater

_ @@ en 'ERB, the custodian of Herbert's key.

The attendance at the meeting was about 250,
which was small considering the importance of
the agenda. This is where the loss of the Gym
becomes most marked, since there is now no central
meeting-place. Possibly also Guildsmen and
Miners are loth to go into the R.C.S.

} The tone of the meeting was very subdued,
‘one almost might say tame for a Union meeting,
remembering the informality and blunt speaking
in the Gyn. It is to be hoped that the Union
will keep the temper of its Meetings up to the .
old lively level, which does not mean the whole=
sale slinging of fireworks, but ‘does mean par-
ticipation, both in wit and in plain speaking,
from the floor as wetl as from the Chair.
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"RIGHT LADS - ON THE FIFTH OF NOVEMBER
REMEMBER ~ IF THEM THERE STUDENTS |S
STANDING STILL, IT'S LOITERING WITH
INTENT; AND IF THEY BE MOVING, IT'S
FORMING A PROCESSION! ® .'
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