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A certain sum of money has been granted to
the Union in lieu of the expenses incurred in
finding alternative accommodation to the Gym.

Arrangements have been made for the Bad-
minton Club to use an outside hall. Judo,
Boxing, Fencing, and Dancing will go to the large
central room on the 3rd. floor of the Beit Build-
ing - (at present labelled "typists"), This
room is above the New Hostel and is between the
Table Tennis room and the Senior Staff room.
There is also a possibility that Dancing will be
in the New Lounge.

The Old Lounge has been replaced by a room

on the 4th floor, with periodicals etc.. This

is the Muniments Lounge. The New Lounge will

be used for lectures, Concerts and Social Functions.

The Bar will stay open at least until Easter in its
customary hallowed surroundings.

The problem of where to hold 'Hops' is a
difficult one, there being two main alternatives.

Firstly the use of outside premises, i.e. the

Town Hall, or Q.A. and Q.E.C. ( in co-operation,
both official and unofficial) ; and secondly the

use of inside premises. This latter course is

obviously preferable; here the possibilities are:-

Upper Dining Hall and New Lounge ‘wired' together,

Queenié's (for formal dances only) , and the use

of Imperial Institute space, i.e. Jehangir Hall.

There will be only one Committee Room, on the

ard. floor, Bast, of the Beit Building. The

I.CeWeAe lounge is next door to this new Comm-

ittee Room.

The New Lounge will be ready to open at the
beginning of Session.

The letter rack and Union Notice Board are
now in the Upper Entrance Hall.

Some time around next Easter the west side
of the Union will be closed, and even the Bar
will have to find a temporary home. By then it

is hoped that more of the administration will

have moved to Queen's Gate , and that certain

Drawings on p. 6.
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PROFILE

M. J; NEALE

tuts year's President is one of the few
;°Sterecustes with an external degree who man-

Bee to taxe a full and active part in the life
of ae Wie, Mike, who is 27, had a brief
ésucation at St.. Edward's School, Oxford, be-
Tore Décoming apprenticed to Rolls Royce.

Tnere u€ Was put on the development of fuel
injection pumps and the flight-testing of aero-
engines. In nis spare time he acquired a
first-class degree at Derby Tech. and a Whit-
worin Scnolaranip which brought him to I.c.
in 1945, ostensidly to do research.

aS an li,T. Pundit he rapudly passed to the
captaincy of the Guilds Motor Club and drove
Bo in the 1950 01d Crock's Race. The taste
for Flying acquired with Rolls Royce resulted
in unis association with the gliding club.
Despite a preference for tinkering with the
mechanical rather than the aircraft side, he
became captain of I.C. Gliding Club in 1951
and flew in the British National Competitions
in 1953. He was also a member of the British
Team in the World Gliding Championships at
Madrid in 1952 and again at Great Hucklow this
summer. Of late he has widened his experience
by taking up Squash, Bowls, and the attendance
of weddings as Best Man. His ambition however
is to drivea London bus.

In 1952-3 he was chairman of the i.C, Soc-
fal Clubs Committee and his record of completing ©
an S.C.C. meetingin 5 minutes flat is still un-
broken. Last year in addition to representing |
Guilds on Council he was disciplinary officer.
for the hostel. As he managed to be present
at most of the merry parties from the start he
was seldom in a condf{tion to do any serious dis-

. ciplining when the proceedings: verged on thé
riotous. There was the celebrated occasion
last New Year's Eve when he entered a room at
random at 2 o'clock in the morning and shook its
somnolent occupant into life for the purpose of
wishing him, in earnest tones and with altogether
unnecessary repitition, a happy and prosperous
new year. It was subsequently discovered that
the recipient of these inebriate greetings was
& member of staff.

Mike's preoccupation with gliding and al-
cohol led him to rather neglect women. Ata
party last year the question of a partner to i
accompany him to aforthcoming college ball crop-
ped up. On his suggestion the girls present

selected one for him from amongst themselves by:
spinning a coin. He felt it was fairer that
they should all have an equal chance of going.
The various interested female students, who sug-
gented an ICWA rota for future functions, had a
nasty shock on reading a recent copy of the ;
Daily Telegraph wherein was announced the engage=
ment of some other Michael John Neale. However
the fluttering of Icwarian hearts has been calmed .
by a firm declaration of the presidential policy
of continuing bachelorhood.

The chromium-plated research apparatus. which
Mike has built over the past 5 yearsis now ex-
uding results much to the surprise of all concerned.
Thereis even a possibility that sufficient will
accrue during the year for the writing of a thesis.
However we can rely on Mike not to waste too much
time on this sideline while he has the task of
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FELIX _
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years ago.

Succession of repeated

coping with the most complex and lively studentg'
Union of the metropolis. :

PHENIX

After several years' active connection with
literature in Imperial College, I have come to bee

lieve that Phoenix exists primarily for the benefit

of its writers; not for the readers, who merely

defray some of the costs of publication. Phoenix

lost much of its original function when FELIX began

to publish news, but it has still the advantage of

being able to maxe unlimited space and an impeccable

standard of production available to serious reports

and essays. In the last few years, it has been

clear that these facilities have been neglected: the

only people who have concerned themselves with lite
erary shapeliness have been the few who have written

on inconsequential matters, Everything serious has

been shockingly written.
There has just been an opportunity for this

itiful state of affairs to be mended:.our four Col-

ege Presidents and two other students went to Ger-

Many on a tour of technical institutions, I do not

know how much money was spent on this; neither do I
Know whether any official repoets of the visit have
been submitted in any quarters (though a beery write
up appered in FELIX y $ but the account of the tour
which takes up two pages of the Phoenix under review,
is dull and useless. There is no sparkle, no show
of interest, no joy of creation shown in this report,
One would suppose that a fortnight's free holiday
for six of our highest Union Officers might produce
something more imaginative than this..

~ What a relief it is to turn to Selby Angus's
short story "The Higher Metallurgy". This is reprint.
ed, without acknowledgements, from a Phoenix of four

I had rather written "The Higher lletall-+
urgy" than obtained my degree. lay it be reprinted
every four years as an example of what students could
once write: This remarkeble story is backed up by a
other of Peter Rowe's character sketches, "A Slight

_ Touch of Toothache", which is even better than its
predecessor on landladies. lir. Rowe seems to have

a phenomenol number of odd aquaintances; may he con-
tinue to unburden himself on to us. A third short

story, "Sales Talk", is understandably anonymous, __
Thereare two poems in this issue: Roger

2 William chooses the trite theme of the power of the
imagination to transcend circumstances, but his very

| thoughtful work demands more lengthy criticism than.
|, is appropriate in this column, Ray Bonnet's

"Baghdad" bears many marks of this century; I would
have enjoyed it more with a few less. ( I refer
particularly.to the irritating affectation of a

airs, as in "A raucous -
Bong, a native's song", Poems of the ouality of
these two do not often appearin. Phoenix.

John Cox, in "Science and the Devlopment of
Society" produces interesting statistics on tne pro-
povtions and numbers of scientists in the World
Powers, and skims lightly over his the surface of
the topic he has chosen for his title. It would
be better treated at greater length, Acland Essay
aspirants may like to note the ideal subject.

There are a number of other articles in this
Phoenix, including the A,C,C, Review (thankless

task, but well done), ‘but as they are either un-

pretentious and unliterary reports, or are by none
students, they do not properly fall within the scope

of this article. There is also the usual book
review ( Inorganic Analysis ), which ought not to
be there, ( Who getsa free copy anyway? )

Having recorded an honest oppinion of some of
the contents of the latest Phoenix, for which fT will

oresumably pay by the loss of a few more friends

and the reciept of some nasty letters, I must add
that I consider this the best Phoenix I have re-

viewed, (it is the sixth), and is well worth the
coste On this last point, congratulations to the

Editress, who has beaten all her predecessors.

AVR. B,

WELCOME BACK

We are glad to welcome back the Rector,

Sir Roderic Hill, and to congratulate him on

. having recovered from his illness.

Unfortunately, he has had to resign from
_ his Vice-Chancellorship of the University of

London through ill-health, but this is to the
gain of Imperial College since we will receive

‘the benefit of his full attention.


