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WHAT IS THE CONSTITUTION ?

The last I.C. Union Meeting was of more
interest for the informed than for the average
undergraduate, There were few verbal fireworks,
byt plenty of gopd plain speaking which was heard
by the 200 members present with great patience and
irestraint, : :

The main business waSvtaken'up_with‘re-voting ‘

.on two motions dealt with at the last Meeting of
last term. It had come to the President's notice
that these motions had been passed and rejected by
un-constitutional majorities, that is majorities
of less than 100, ‘ :
For a long time ncw no exact voting numbers
have been taken at Union meetings, and the Presi-
dent has used his discretion in deciding whether
motions have been constitutionally cgrried through.,
This practice has obvious dis-advantages, and
for the time being the letter of the Constitution
will be strictly adhered te, until such time as
the matter is discussed in full and recommenda-
tions made to the Union,

There is no wording in the Constitution about a nece-
ssary Quorum for an I.C. Union }eeting, but in effect
the ruling that all motions must be passed by a majority
larger than 170, if adhered to, will act in this way.
At this Union meetingseveral motions were blocked by
their not possessing a "Constitutiomal Majority", and
© most of these were about clear-cut issues where the Union

had obviously made up its mind, although unfortunately
not in the right proportions to give the right voting
figures.

-The two motions in question, caused some stir
last term, but the discussion this time showed
that the weight of opinion had not shifted.

The setting of a minimum price for hop
tickets was again approved by a comfortable
(constitutional) majority; although this time the
minimum prices were 2/- single, 3/6 double.

The second motion to be re-discussed was the
attendance of I.C. Students at the Youth Festival
this summer. In spite of much plausihle arguing
and quite a lot of filibustering, the Union was
adamant against any recognition of such a politic-
ally-coloured gathering by I.C.

The feeling was that neither " delegates" nor
"observers", nor "unofficial observers" Were to be
‘sent, in fact the Union wanted no one there who
could be given the official label of "I.C."

It is to be hoped that both these topics have
jnow been given sufficient airing at Union Meetings.
Amongst the other business, the President

informed the.Union that details about the forth-:
coming re-construction of the Union Buildings would
be made public as soon as possible,

The President assured the Chairman of the Rag
Committee that the possibility of a U.L. Rag next

November S5th would be discussed this term.
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THE COUNTRY HOUSE DANCE

Imagine the main hall of a great medie-
vhf'mansion, with a gallery all round the top,
and innumerable doors and corridors leading
off., Imagine a huge fireplace, such as our
ancestors used to gather round; and fill it,
not with blazing logs and a roasting ox, but
with the I.C. Dance Band - a combination
hotter than any conflegration and more satis-
fying than sny meat. Sucli was the scene
which greeted the visitors to Silwood Park
last PFriday night,

Imagine the same scene a few hours later.
Chairs are clustered in pairs along those
innumerable corridors. Here and there, four
or six glasses (but never three or five) and
an empty bottle (British Sherry Type for
Undergrads, Liebfraumilch for P.G.'s) in a
drunken heap. A few crushed tulips lie dead

*Really Victorian Gothic, but we were happy
there, and feel inclined to be poetic.

on the dance floor. If eny of the cnaracters
in that Breughel reproduction on tne wall
could speak, he would probebly tell you how
Jim Anderson gave a vocal imitation of Johnny
Ray at 4.30 a.m.; how it was well received at
first by -the soft-eyed maidens in the gallery,
who dropped flowers to him; and how a final
unfortunate note brought him a complete bou-
quet of tulips, water and all.

Back in London, our thoughts turn again
to Silwood. . Do those rafters still echo with
the magnificent rendering of "The Saints Come
Marching In" at 3.30 by the band marching in
file round the darkened gallery? Does thnat
delicate smell of bacon still waft through the
woods, directing lost revellers to cheir
breakfast in the refectory hut?

A final memory. When precipitated in*o
Chiswick High Road at.9.30 on Saturday morning
in evening dress and carrying an umbrella,
what does one do?







