Founded in 1949

The Newspaper of Imperial College Union

QEC Merger

A fourth CCU?

In a statement issued on Wednesday, the joint working party
set up to examine closer collaboration between Imperial
College and Queen Elizabeth College recommended that the
colleges should form an “association with the intent of a
merger at a later date”.

The working party was set up about one month ago and has met
regularly during November. The proposals are presented in the form of
a draft for discussion within the colleges. No decision will be taken until
full consultations have taken place.

The main theme of the proposal is that QEC should be incorporated
into IC as a fourth constituent college. The bioscience part of QEC is
proposed to be physically moved to the IC site, which would require a
new building (probably on the site next to new Chemistry). The
physical sciences at QEC would be “‘accommodated elsewhere within
the university”.

Joint planning and consultative committees are to be set up to
achieve a closer working relationship prior to the eventual merger. The
timescale of the proposal is approximately five vears, but major
developments might be expected before that time.

The proposal is in response to the problems of finance and student

numbers facing London University. It is not clear however just what
financial savings will be made, and no mention is made of this in the
statement. Student numbers would presumably fall. although the new
‘super IC’ would be larger than it is now.
A petition calling for an Emergency UGM to discuss the matter was
received in the Union Office yesterday. The External Affairs Committee
is meeting at 5:45pm on Tuesday, December 8 in the Union Oflice to draft_
a motion to the emergency UGM
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Daily Mail, Monday.

Imperial College has taken up the call by Lord Scarman for
positive discrimination in favour of Britain’s under privileged
ethnic minorities.

In an article in Monday’s Daily Mail Lord Flowers said that he
expected about six special students a year to be taken on for degree
courses, starting next October. These will be people who are unable,
through no fault of their own or lack of ability, to qualify for a place at
Imperial. “They might have some mediocre A Level passes or they
might not have any A Levels at all. We have carefully not talked about
colour, but clearly it is a scheme to benefit black students from places
like Notting Hill and Brixton. We are going some way towards
correcting the lack of privilege some students have had in the past,” he
said.

Although the College has been thinking for some time of ways to
help people who normally would be unlikely to get in, the Scarman
Report has obviously precipitated developments to get the College to
“dortheir itk

Lord Flowers said that he hoped the move would encourage other
universities to carry out similar schemes for deprived children.

College Secretary John Smith said “‘But we’re not looking for token
blacks or anything like that. We don’t need them. We want to try and
take up what Lord Scarman said and try to do something positive
about it.”

Rag Mag Reprieve

ICU’s Rag Mag is once again
available after last Tuesday’s
UGM decided to overturn a
previous decision banning it.

The meeting opened shortly
after 1:00pm with about 400
people in the Great Hall.

Mr Nick Morton, ICU Presi-
dent, talked at length during his
report about the proposed
merger with QEC, and how he
had managed to appease College.

Mr Barney McCabe, Deputy
President, in his jovial manner,
took his trousers down, and then
explained his enjoyment equa-
tion. This was greeted with
applause, proving that he can be
quite witty in flashes.

The Hon Sec, Mr Marco
Ledwold, had his report ac-
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cepted.

The motion on Princess Anne,
concerning her attendance at a
mauling of a buflalo by a tiger,
was passed.

The motion on the Rag Mag
was considered next. Because of a
UGM decision last session
restricting discussion of any
matters tofonicena term. . the
motion contained clauses over-
coming this difficulty. After
much procedural wranglings and
a futile attempt to force a paper
ballot, it was finally decided to
permit the Rag Mag’s publica-
tion to students only. Mr Patrick
Coll, Rag Mag Editor, told
FELIX later that he was happy
with the decision.
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Gunning for Mr Mooney

Refectory Survey Results
see page 6.
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Dear Str

Professor Hartley's RCS
Centenary lecture entitled
“*RCS Leads Into Biotechnol-
ogy last Thursday illustrated
a number of aspects of this
exciting ficld in which several
departments of the College

are involved. The presence of

an cxecutive from the new
British biotechnology com-
pany Celtech was an indica-
tion of industry’s new found
and highly justified enthusi-
asm for the new technology.

The Imperial College
prospectus clearly states that
the central function of our
College 1s to serve industry.
This should be accomplished
by directly solving current
problems or creating new
areas of basic knowledge.
Prolessor Hartley was carelul
to point out the growing links
between industry and bio-
logists. What he failed to
mention was that he is cur-

rently negotiating the sale of

one of the Colleges’ most
valuable resources to industry
(see last week’s . \ew Scientist).

Those in the field realise
that the possession by Imperial
College of an excellent
fermentation pilot plant gives
us the ability to truly lead in
biotechnology. The new
companies also see the need
for such a facility. It scems
likely' that industrial money
will shortly begin to flood into
the collers of the pilot plant
irrespective of who owns it.
The disadvantages of indus-
trial ownership of the pilot
plant are clear. The College
effectively loses control. Basic
research will undoubtedly

sulfer and researchers will
inevitably be forced to the
back ol the queue, whilst
there are undoubtedly some

short term advantages of

industrial ownership such as
investment capital and
dynamic commercial manage-
ment, the long term eflects
will inevitably. be damaging.

The principle of selling
profitable chunks of univer-

sities ofl to industry is in itself

a dangerous one. Given the
right sort of management 1
am sure the Southside Halls
could be an immensely profit-
able hotel!

I sincerely hope the College
authorities will seriously
consider the full implications
before taking such a danger-
ous step.

) ours
Nick Green
Botany
Dear Mark

Is Mr Hicks trying to pull
the wool over our eyes con-
cerning the pricing of books in
IC Bookshop? The Bookshop
Manager stated in his letter to
FELIX last ‘week that “The
price of a book is set by the
publishers; by law, the Book-
shop has to sell it at that
price.” This is only truc for
“net”” hooks.

If a book has a price
printed on it, or a price sticker
placed on it by the publisher,
then it is referred to as a “‘net”
and must be sold at the stated
pricc. A bookshop makes it
profit on ‘‘net’’ books by
receiving a discount on the
net price from the publishers,
which can be as high as 40%

(i.e up to 40% of what you pay

would go to the bookshop).
However, there is also a
class of book referred to as
““non-net’’. These usually
have no price printed on them
by the publisher, and if a
book has a price written
inside the cover in pencil then
it 1s more than likely a “‘non-
net” book. In general. “non-
net’” books tend to be educa-
tional/text books and there-
fore many textbooks required
by IC students come under
the ‘‘non-net’” catagory
(particularly “student edi-
tions”). The discount received
by bookshops from the pub-
lisher on the “non-net™ price
is usually much lower than for
“net’”” books, and while T was

working lor a firm ol book
contracts (who run a number
of bookshops) thiswas typically
24" % 7

The “non-net’’ price is nol
compulsory, and indeed is not
usually charged. Because
bookshops reccive a smaller
discount on “‘non-net”’ hooks
they usually price these
higher than the “‘non-net”
price. (The firm I worked for
charged 10% on top of *“‘non-
net” price.) The additional
charge. however, is up to the
particular bookshop con-
cerned.

Books that have to be
bought by bookshops from
foreign publishers (e.g. the
US) are also classed as “non-
net” in this country, and
bookshops sometimes add as
much as 50% into the price
(after conversion to sterling)
in order to cover costs incurred
by pavments in foreign cur-
rency.

I would be interested to
learn what Mr Hick’s pricing
policy is with regard to “non-
net” books, both form UK
and loreign publishers.

Yours sincerely

Julian Richardson

Chem Eng 4

PS: Through becoming a

member of “*McGraw-Hill

Chemical Engineers Book

Club” in the US, I have

bought many engineering

and other books at half the

price charged in IC Bookshop.
Dear Mark

It was with some concern
that we read Simon Shaw’s
letter last week about the
irresponsible games played
with a fire extinguisher. This
is not the first time an
extinguisher has been un-
necessarily discharged this
term.

We would like to remind
vour readers that these games
are not lun—they are danger-
ous: A missing or empty fire
extinguisher can obviously
turn a controllable fire into a
major disaster.

Finally, it should be noted
that unnecessary discharge ol
a lire extinguisher is against
the law of the land and is
punishable by a fine of up to
£1.000.

Please, dear studes, act
responsibly.

Yours
The 1IC Union Executive

Dear Sir
From the letters, comments
and general attitude around
College over the last couple of
weeks, I get the impression
that a lot of people in this
College have little or no idea
what the ‘‘God Squad”’
believe. They seem content to
.cast us all into their own
stereotype and then insult,
deride and generally despise
us (and looking at the stereo-
type I’'m not really surprised!).
The point is that most of us
don’t fit into this mould;
people seem genuinely sur-
prised to see a Christian
playing pinball. or having a
drink in the bar. Now it may
be that they are happy with a
grossly inaccurate idea of a
Christian, and il that’s so,
then fair enough: but this is a
College full of intelligent
people, and someone must
want to know more, purely
from the point of view of fair-
mindedness. If they do, I'd be
happy to have a chat some
time, and they can find me
through the Mech Eng letter-
racks. I don’t want to preach,
I just want to explain.
Yours openly

[.. Mercer
N2

Dear Mr Smith

I was shocked and disgusted
to hear that for the past five
years I have been inadver-
tently consuming the flesh of
our sacred animal, the cow, in
Mr Mooney’s refectories.

Mr Mooney has not given
any explanation or even an
apology for this outrage. I
don’t believe he realises the
seriousness of his blunder (if
indeed it was a blunder). As a
devout Hindu I have spent
my whole life following the
teaching of our prophets in
our holy books. Now I realise
that all my fasting, praying
and strict observance has all
gone to waste.

Thanks a lot Mr Mooney,
you’ve really buggered up my
chances of heaven!

Yours disgustedly
Larjal Tabug

Dear Sir
Am I the first person to
publically reveal that Barney
McCabe is really an anagram
for Crabby Menace?
Yours
C. Humphries
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