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QEC Merger

A fourth CCU?

In a statement issued on Wednesday, the joint working party

set up to examine closer collaboration between Imperial

College and Queen Elizabeth College recommended that the

colleges should form an “association with the intent of a

merger at a later date”.

The working party was set up about one month ago and has met

regularly during November. The proposals are presented in the form of

a draft for discussion within the colleges. No decision will be taken until

full consultations have taken place.

The main theme of the proposal is that QEC should be incorporated

into IC as a fourth constituent college. The bioscience part of QEC is

proposed to be physically moved to the IC site, which would require a

new building (probably on the site next to new Chemistry). The

physical sciences at QEC would be ‘‘accommodated elsewhere within

the university’.

Joint planning and consultative committees are to be set up to

achieve a closer working relationship prior to the eventual merger. The

timescale of the proposal is approximately five years, but major

developments might be expected before that time.

The proposal is in response to the problems of finance and student

numbers facing London University. It is not clear however just what

financial savings will be made, and no mention is made of this in the

statement. Student numbers would presumably fall, although the new

‘super IC’ would be larger than it is now.

A petition calling for an Emergency UGM to discuss the matter was

received in the Union Office yesterday. The External Affairs Committee

is meeting at 5:45pm on Tuesday, December 8 in the Union Office to draft_

a motion to the emergency UGM

College

to take

blacks

without »

A-levels

College

reacts to

Scarman

Report

Daily Mail, Monday.

Imperial College has taken up the call by Lord Scarman for

positive discrimination in favour of Britain’s under privileged

ethnic minorities.

In an article in Monday’s Daily Mail Lord Flowers said that he

expected about six special students a year to be taken on for degree

courses, starting next October. These will be people who are unable,

through no fault of their own or lack of ability, to qualify for a place at

Imperial. “They might have some mediocre A Level passes or they

might not have any A Levels at all. We have carefully not talked about

colour, but clearly it is a scheme to benefit black students from places

like Notting Hill and Brixton. We are going some way towards

correcting the lack of privilege some students have had in the past,’’ he

said.

Although the College has been thinking for some time of ways to

help people who normally would be unlikely to get in, the Scarman

Report has obviously precipitated developments to get the College to

“do their bit’.

Lord Flowers said that he hoped the move would encourage other

universities to carry out similar schemes for deprived children.

College Secretary John Smith said ‘‘But we’re not looking for token

blacks or anything like that. We don’t need them. We want to try and

take up what Lord Scarman said and try to do something positive

about it.”

Rag Mag Reprieve
ICU’s Rag Mag is once again cepted.

available after last Tuesday’s

UGM decided to overturn a

previous decision banning it.

The meeting opened shortly

after 1:00pm with about 400

people in the Great Hall.

Mr Nick Morton, ICU Presi-

dent, talked at length during his

report about the proposed

merger with QEC, and how he

had managed to appease College.

Mr Barney McCabe, Deputy

President, in his jovial manner,

took his trousers down, and then

explained his enjoyment equa-

tion. This was greeted with

applause, proving that he can be

quite witty in flashes.

The; Hon sec, Mr Marco

Ledwold, had his report ac-

No. 599

The motion on Princess Anne,

concerning her attendance at a

mauling of a bullalo by a tiger,

was passed.

The motion on the Rag Mag

was considered next. Because ofa

UGM decision last session

restricting discussion of any

matter to once a term, the

motion contained clauses over-

coming this difficulty. After

much procedural wranglings and

a futile attempt to force a paper

ballot, it was finally decided to

permit the Rag Mag’s publica-

tion to students only. Mr Patrick

Coll, Rag Mag Editor, told

FELIX later that he was happy

with the decision.

Friday, December 4,1981

Gunning for Mr Mooney

Refectory Survey Results

see page 6.
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Dear Sir

Professor Hartley’s RCS

Centenary lecture entitled

“RCS Leads Into Biotechnol-

ogy last Thursday illustrated

a number of aspects of this

exciting field in which several

departments of the College

are involved. The presence of

an executive from the new

British biotechnology com-

pany Celtech was an indica-

tion of industry’s new found

and highly justified enthusi-

asm for the new technology.

The Imperial College

prospectus clearly states that

the central function of our

College is to serve industry.

This should be accomplished

by directly solving current

problems or creating new

areas of basic knowledge.

Professor Hartley was careful

to point out the growing links

between industry and_ bio-

logists. What he failed to

mention was that he is cur-

rently negotiating the sale of

‘one of the Colleges’ most

valuable resources to industry

(see last week’s . Vez Scientist).

Those in the field realise

that the possession by Imperial

College of an excellent

fermentation pilot plant gives

us the ability to truly lead in

biotechnology. The new

companies also see the need

for such a facility. It seems

likely that industrial money

will shortly begin to flood into

the coflers of the pilot plant

irrespective of who owns it.

The disadvantages of indus-

trial ownership of the pilot

plant are clear. The College

effectively loses control. Basic

research will undoubtedly

sulfer and researchers will

inevitably be forced to the

back of the queue, whilst

there are undoubtedly some

short term advantages ol .

industrial ownership such as

investment capital and

clynamic commercial manage-

ment, the long term effects

will inevitably. be damaging.

The principle of selling

profitable chunks of univer-

sities off to industry is in itself

a dangerous one. Given the

right sort of management |

am sure the Southside Halls

could be an immensely prolit-

able hotel!

I sincerely hope the College

authorities will seriously

consider the full implications

before taking such a danger-

ous step.

Dours

Nick Green

Botany

Dear Mark

Is Mr Hicks trying to pull

the wool over our eyes con-

cerning the pricing of books in

IC Bookshop? The Bookshop

Manager stated in his letter to

FELIX last week that “The

price of a book is set by the

publishers; by law, the Book-

shop has to sell it at that

price.” This is only truc for

‘‘nel”” books.

If a book has a price

printed on it, or a price sticker

placed on it by the publisher,

then it is referred to as a “net”

and must be sold at the stated

price. A bookshop makes it

profit on ‘‘net”? books by

receiving a discount on the

net price from the publishers,

which can be as high as 40%

(i.e up to 40% of what you pay |

would go to the bookshop).

However, there is also a

class of book referred to as

‘““non-net’’. These usually

have no price printed on them

by the publisher, and if a

book has a price wrilten

inside the cover in pencil then

it is more than likely a “‘non-

net” book. In general. “‘non-

net” books tend to be educa-

tional/text books and therc-

fore many textbooks required

by IC students come under

the ‘‘non-net”TM> catagory

(particularly “‘student edi-

tions’). The discount received

by bookshops from the pub-

lisher. on the “‘non-netTM price

is usually much lower than for

“net” books, and while I was

working for a firm of book

contracts (who run a number

of bookshops) this was typically

as ;

The “non-net”’ price is nol

compulsory, and indeed is not

usually charged. Because

bookshops receive a smaller

discount on “non-net” books

they usually price these

higher than the “‘non-net”

price. (The firm I worked for

charged 10% on top of ‘‘non-

net” price.) The additional

charge, however, is up to the

particular bookshop con-

cerned.

Books that have to be

bought by bookshops from

foreign publishers (e.g. the

US) are also classed as “‘non-

net’? in this country, and

bookshops sometimes add as

much as 50% into the price

(alter conversion to sterling)

in order to cover costs incurred

by payments in foreign cur-

rency.

I would be interested to

learn what Mr Hick’s pricing

policy is with regard to “non-

net” books, both form UK

and foreign publishers.

2 ours sincerely

Julian Richardson

Chem Eng 4

PS: Through becoming a

member of *‘McGraw-Hill

Chemical Engineers Book

Club” in the ‘US, Ihave

bought many engineering

and other books at half the

price charged in IC Bookshop.

Dear Mark

It was with some concern

that we read Simon Shaw's

letter last week about the

irresponsible games played

with a fire extinguisher. This

is not the first time an

extinguisher has been un-

necessarily discharged this

term.

We would like to remind

your readers that these games

are not fun—they are danger-

ous. A missing or empty fire

extinguisher can obviously

turn a controllable fire into a

major clisaster.

Finally, it should be noted

that unnecessary discharge of

a fire extinguisher is against

the Jaw of the land and is

punishable by a fine of up to

£1.00.

Please, dear studes, act

responsibly.

) ours

The IC Union Executive

Dear Sir

From the letters, comments

and general attitude around

College over the last couple of

weeks, I get the impression

that a lot of people in this

College have little or no idea

what the ‘‘God Squad”’

believe. They seem content to

cast us all into their own

stereotype and then insult,

deride and generally despise

us (and looking at the stereo-

type I’m not really surprised!).

The point is that most of us

don’t fit into this mould;

people seem genuinely sur-

prised. to see a Christian

playing pinball, or having a

drink in the bar. Now it may

be that they are happy with a

grossly inaccurate idea of a

Christian, and if that’s so,

then fair enough: but this is a

College full of intelligent

people, and someone must

want to know more, purely

from the point of vicw of fair-

mindedness. If they do, P'd be

happy to have a chat some

time, and they can find me

through the Mech Eng letter-

racks. I don’t want to preach,

I just want to explain.

ours openly

L. Mercer

NEE

Dear Mr Smith

I was shocked and disgusted

_to hear that for the past five

years I have been inadver-

tently consuming the flesh of

our sacred animal, the cow, in

Mr Mooney’s refectories.

Mr Mooney has not given

any explanation or even an

apology for this outrage. I

don’t believe he realises the

seriousness of his blunder (if

indeed it was a blunder). Asa

devout Hindu I have spent

my whole life following the

teaching of our prophets in

our holy books. Now I realise

that all my fasting, praying

and strict observance has all

gone to waste.

Thanks a lot Mr Mooney,

youve really buggered up my

chances of heaven!

Yours disgustedly

Larjaf Tabug

Dear Sir

Am I the first person to

publically reveal that Barney

McCabe is really an anagram

for Crabby \Lenace?

) ours

C. Humphries
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Weinberg

forces fill

Physics
Approximately 300 people

packed Physics Lecture Theatre

1 on Tuesday to hear Steven

Weinberg, Professor of Physics at

Harvard and Nobel Laureate

(1979) give a lecture on prospects

for further unification in the

theory of elementary particles.

Imperial College’s

Abdus Salam (who won his

Nobel Prize jointly with Wein-

berg) was in the chair.

The talk was of a highly

theoretical nature; two of the

main problems being accelerat-

ing particles to energies of

‘around 10!° GeV and observing

events which only happen once

very 10°? years in an atom.

Currently the former is impos-

sible, while attempts are being

made to study the latter in

several locations in America, by

observing thousands of tonnes of

water.

The most disappointing aspect

of the event was that the venue

was too small, and it had been

poorly advertised. With a little

more effort, even the Great Hall

could have been filled.

Heinz spills

the beans!

On Monday Wellsoc presented a

talk by Heinz Wolfle, best known

to the public for his appearances

in the BBC’s ‘Young Scientist’

and ‘Great Egg Race’ series. The

lecture was entitled ‘Tools for

Living’, and concerned the work

done by Mr Wolffe and his

colleagues at the Clinical Re-

search Centre at Harrow, and

others, in producing devices to

enable the elderly and the

disabled to live fuller and more

independent lives. Mr Wolffe

considers that the increasing

spending power of the elderly,

coupled with their higher expecta-

tions of living standards, will

have as large an impact on

commerce as that of teenagers in

the 1950s and 60s. This develop-

ment will involve job creation

and will also increase the

resources devoted to the needs of

the young disabled.

Next week, Wellsoc present a

talk by Jim Francis, who is a

member of the BBC Special

Effects department and has

worked on programmes such as

‘Blakes Seven’ and ‘Dr Who’.

Professor

Jam packed for Hartley

New chair in Biotechnology
The final Centenary lecture was given by Professor B.S. Hartley FRS |
of the Biochemistry department at Imperial College. His lecture was |

entitled ‘RCS Leads into Biotechnology’. He firstly explained the

techniques involved in producing commercially important matcrials

by bacteriological fermentation.

One has initially to isolate the gene coding for the material one

wishes to manufacture. This can be done by a variety of classical

mapping techniques. Then it is necessary to excise the gene from the

genome, this is done by specific enzymes termed restriction

endonucleases. It is possible to then isolate the gene by hybridization to

a radioactive messenger RNA. Once isolated the fragment has to be

inserted in a cloning vector. The cloning vector is usually a plasmid (a

circle of DNA found in bacteria) that is treated with the same

restriction endonuclease that was used on the donor genome. The ends

of the gene will then adhere to the ends of the plasmid and a hybrid

DNA structure will be formed. The plasmid usually has a antibiotic

resistant gene so that when the plasmid is inserted in the bacteria the

culture can be cleared of those without plasmids. The bacteria will

then multiply and generate the desired metabolite.

Professor Hartley then went on to describe the way a vaccine was

developed for hepatitis B virus using this technology in 18 months. He

then discussed the much more complex problem of cloning human
interferon (one of several that were later discovered) which mainly

centred on developing high producing strains. Professor Hartley

revealed that the biochemistry department had played the key role of

solving the problem of large scale fermentation of interferon producing

bacteria. He then outlined key areas where the application of this

technology would have a revolutionary effect. They ranged from

preventive medicine, genetic advice and plant pathology in the short

term to the long term of genetic surgery.

He also discussed his present investigation of the possibility of using

bacteria to digest hermicelluloses to produce ethanol. Professor Levy

and Dr Palmer in the biology department, he said, were looking at the

degredation of lignin (a principle polymer in wood) in order to provide

commercially important phenolic compounds. He also listed a number

of biochemicals such as the antibiotic pseudomonic acid that had been

developed at Imperial College.

Professor Hartley then looked into the future. He argued

persuasively that there were many opportunities open for

biotechnology. He revealed that at a AUT meeting a motion had been

passed stating that biotechnology at IC should not expand if that

meant redundancies in other areas. He said he could understand this

Ludditism, but was saddened by it. However, he said that he would do

his very best to attract money from private industry to support his

research team. He then unveiled his plan to establish work in

biotechnology et Imperial College. He wanted to see close colaboration

between the chemistry, biology and chemical engineering departments

to establish a firm base. He also revealed that the Leverhulme

foundation would be funding a chair in biotechnology at Imperial

College. In conclusion he said that though RCS was not leading at the

moment, he would do his very best to ensure that it would in the

future.

There then followed a series of questions. They were initiated by

Mr Gerard Fairbrough, Cheif Executive of Celltech, Britain’s first

commercial biotechnology company, who had introduced the lecture.

At then end of the lecture Professor Hartley was thanked by his

friend and collaborator Professor Blow, Dean of the Royal College of

Science

Ecology

party at IC

The first meeting this year of the

Environmental Society took the

form of a talk on Monday by

Paul Ekins. General Secretary of

‘the Ecology Party, in which the

party's philosophy and_ policies

were outlined.

Mr Elkins stressed that his

party did not believe. as did the

four main British parties, that

improvement in the quality of life

could be achieved by continu-

ously increasing production and

consumption. His party’s policies

were based on production with
the minimum ecological dis-

ruption and the maximum

conservation, as well as the

maintenance of a sustainable

population. Overall the party

advocated decentralization,

increased self-sufficiency and a

more genuinely democratic,

small-scale society; in particular

they proposed greater incentives

for the employment of people

‘the most underused resource’.

Next week, the Environmental

Society will present a talk by a

geologist on the disposal of

radioactive waste (1800, Monday

47 Prince’s Gardens); a full

programme of talks and lectures

is planned for the year.

Cheers for

Queen Mum

Prince Charles paid a visit to the

Royal College of Music last

Thursday afternoon, accom-

panied by the Queen Mother, to

receive an honourary fellowship

of the RCM.

The Queen Mother, however,

stole the show yet again, stealing

the hearts of cheering IC students,

in her standard blue dress, which

succeeded in drawing attention

away from Charles’ bald patch.

Accommodation : 5 ;
Some single and double bedsits

close to College. Rents from £15

to {25pw.

For further information on any of the

above contact Student Services.

College

A few places still available in

shared rooms in student houses

for the rest of the year.

People not currently in residence

Extraordinary

General Meeting

An EGM has been called to

discuss the IC-QEC merger. It

will be held next Thursday,

December 10.

who want Christmas vacation

places can contact Student

Services.

Flat for 4 (2 dbles) available in

Hamlet Gdns at £14.50 each.

Private

1 or 2 girls to share slightly

anarchic flat with 5 or 6 others at

£17.65pw.

NATIONAL BLOOD TRANSFUSION

SERVICE

Tuesday 8 and Wednesday 9 December

10:00 to 12:00am and 2:00 to 4:00pm

in the Union Dining Hall

Your blood is needed, please make the effort.
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