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Council gets Goat

ICU Council met at 6:00pm on Tuesday last week. During
the long and sometimes arduous meeting the Deputy
President, Barney McCabe was censured, and it was
revealed that a £1.50 rent rise for all College residence
(except Head Tenancies) is likely next term.

The President’s Report was dealt with first. There was much

discussion on the refectories, the joint IC/QEC working party,

bars, and residence. Whilst dealing with residence, Mr Morton
shocked members of Council by announcing that there would
probably be a £1.50 rent rise next term. He thought that the
Union would have to accept this despite policy against mid-
session increases.

The Deputy President’s report was taken next. Mr McCabe’s
report was written in a {lippant, sarcastic tone, as he reported
what he had been doing since last Council. He had been
“having a great time” “giving people disinfectant for cleaning
up puke....” “had three more free freshers’ dinners”. He also
reported many things he hadn’t done. Chris Webb (Man Sci

Dep Rep) referred the report back and moved a motion of

censure. On a paper ballot the motion was passed by 15 votes to
7, with 4 abstentions.

Then, after ploughing through many sets of Union committee
minutes, Council discussed the Rag Chairman’s failure to obain
collection licences this year, making Rag collecting illegal. A
motion of censure on Bill Durodie (Rag Chairman) was
proposed and passed without opposition.

After finally approving the Constitution of the new
Entertainments Committee, the meeting closed at 9:30pm.

CVCP meets
at IC

State Patrick Jenkin.
Although the conference

was held in the Great Hall.

the numbers attending neces-

RAG STUNTED!

President Fears Fine

Union President, Nick Morton, took the decision on
Monday to stop all further Rag collections because the
Union would have faced the possibility of prosecution if
they had continued.

The difficultics Rag is encountering this year stem from failure
to present accounts for last year’s collection licence and a
complaint from the Multiple Sclerosis Society that IC Rag had
been collecting without a licence in Oxford Street on a day
which had been allocated to them. London Student veporter
Karen Marchbank, who was investigating the story, rang Nick
after Scotland Yard told her ““If there is suflicient evidence, it is
quite likely we will prosecute”. Nick then took the decision to

ban all Rag collections until the situation is resolved.

Ixee Tortwre="1he Rag

Chavrman sets hus Just deserts?

The Committee of Vice-
Chancellors and Princi-
pals, of which Lord Flowers
is Vice-Chairman, held a
conference at IC on Thurs-
day, November 19.

The subject was Univer-
sities and Industry and
speakers included Prof Ralph
Dahredorf (Director, LSE)
and.CBl President Sir
Raymond Pennock.

Those present included
William Waldergrave (Con)
Undersecretary for Higher
LEducation, Tam Dalyell
Labour’s expert on science,

and Industry Secretary of

sitated the use of the Union-
run JCR for catering.

This was arranged between
Captain Lindley and Nick
Morton with committee
rooms 327, 328 and 329 being
available for students
1450,

Apart from a small loss of
revenue (the Union loaned
the JCR frec and this hap-

pens several times a vear)

until

considerable inconvenience
was caused to students and
the STOIC viewing point in
the JCR was made unavail-
able without STOIC being
informed. .

March in November!

The Association ol University
Teachers held a day ol action
on Wednesday, November 18.
There was a march ol approx-
imately 7,000 people from
Chelsea College to West-
minster. This was followed by
a lobby of Parliament and
mectings addressed by parlia-
mentary speakers.

An IC contingent ol about
300 stall and 15 students took
part in the march which was
supported by all campus
trade unions and many stu-

dent unions from all over the
country. Speakers addressing
the mecting included Michael
Foot and David Steel,
amongst others.

The day of action attracted
widespread support from all -
grades of university stafl, from
Vice-Chancellors to cleaners.
MPs could have been left in
no doubt as to the strength of
feeling in the universities
about the government’s
policies on higher education.
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Letters

to the
Editor

Dear Mark
I would like to apologise to
the National Deal Children’s
Society for our decision to
cancel Year Rag Collection
tomorrow. The Imperial
College Union has received a
complaint from the Police;
that “we” (IC Rag) have not
submitted our accounts for
last year, a legal requirement
for the issue of new licenses.
This should have been done
in March of this year. The
letter from the Police also
pointed out that several
students are already subject to
legal action, both for not
returning the accounts and
for collecting this year with no
licence (not even the usual
door-to-door one). It is most
unusual for action to be taken
against students for minor
infringements of Rag Collect-
ing rules, however the Guilds
Exec feel that in view of this
letter discretion is the better
part of valour. The Police are
annoyed by the discourtesy
“we’’ have shown by ignoring
reminders that the accounts
are overdue. Our Rag Chair-
man has assured me that these
reminders have never been
received, but this does not
explain why in his six months
of office he has not corres-
ponded with the Police or
made any attempt to secure
any collecting licence or had
the accounts audited. I
understand that the matter is
now in hand and hopefully
. Year Rag can be rearranged.

I remain, sir, in disbelief of

this state of aflairs. :
Andrew Rushtor
C&G President

Dear Str

I am writing to explain why
we do not have new House to
House Collection Licenses
this year and why we were not
granted a Street Collection
Permit for Rag Week.

The fault lies mainly with
last year’s Rag.Chairman, lan
Hodgson, and partly with the
present Junior Treasurer

Matt Smith and thus myself

as I am responsible for his
actions or lack of them.

Mr Hodgson was suflering
the same lack of licenses as 1
am at this stage last year and
thus when the police granted
him a permit for the Rag
Procession as well as Housce to
House Licenses for the rest of
the year from January he
must have been very relieved.
However, he received them
on two conditions: firstly, that
a form with the details of the
Rag Procession collection be
returned to the police by the
end ol March, this he did not
do and when he “‘resigned”
his post at about that time he
informed neither Matt Smith
nor myself of his undertaking
to do so; and secondly, that
detailed accounts of all our
collections for that year he
sent to the police by the end of

June. On this latter there are

three points: firstly, by the
end of June the exams have

just finished and there has not

been enough time to sort out
the accounts let alone send

“them to the Rag Senior

Treasurer and from there to
the College auditors, Mr
Hodgson should have known
this and informed the police
of it but his need of licenses at
the time probably cancelled
out all other thoughts. Se-
condly. he again failed to
inform Matt Smith or mysell
of his undertakings. and I
have been to Scotland Yard
recently where I discovered
that the reminders sent out by
the police were sent to Mr
Hodgson. This may well
explain  why none of them
were brought to my attention
(1s he tryving to drag Rag
down with him?).

Finally, in the summer
when the accounts should
have been audited, Matt
Smith said that he would do
so for me, as well as obtaining
the licenses as he was staying
in College throughout the

summer. Towards the end of
the holidays when I returned
to College more, I questioned
him as to whether the matter
was in hand and whether he
was phoning the police every
day to hurry them into issuing
licenses, he said that it was
and that he would. Last week
I discovered that these ac-
counts have not even been
audited.

I remain sir, responsible for
the non-action ol two com-
plet¢ morons.

Bill Durodie

IC Rag Chairman 1981/2

Dear Mark

On Thursday, November
19, from 11:00am to 2:00pm
the JCR was booked by the
College to host a convention
of University Vice Chan-
cellors. ¢

The closure was not adver-
tised or announced before-
hand, and the first students
knew of it was when they were
confronted by locked doors
and signs announcing that the
Union Exec had authorised
the booking. The Buttery was
still open but access could
only be gained via the stairs
adjacent to the Sherfield
Lower Refectory. From the
Buttery, students sampling
one end of Mr Mooney’s
catering repertoire could see
through locked doors the
table cloths, napkins, glass-
ware and hors d’oeuvres of his
public image as “‘a first class
caterer’’ (as Prince Philip
might say).

The closure of the JCR
without warning is annoying
in itself; but for the STOIC
members who worked until
9:30pm on Wednesday night
finishing the special Rag
Week edition of ‘News-Break’
in time for it to be shown to
the regular 100 or so viewers
in the JCR at lunchtime on
Thursday, the closure was
plain frustrating. As it was the
programme had to be broad-
cast on Friday.

Not only did the Exec not
see fit to inform me, as
STOIC Chairman, that we
could not show our pro-
gramme on Thursday, but
Jen in the Union Office knew
nothing of any JCR booking

.even as it took place.

Do the Exec realise how
much inconvenience is caused

when the College is without a
common room at lunchtime?
And shouldn’t they have to
inform someone of their
actions, especially when
giving away student facilities?
Or is keeping Captain Lindley
and the College happy more
important than the welfare of
students?
Yours disgustedly
Lawrence Windley
STOIC Chairman
Dear Sir

The facilities in Imperial
College Halls of Residence
are deteriorating fast. The
cooking facilities have reached
a dangerous condition and
there are many other delects
too numerous to mention. We
are told that expenditure on
residence fabric has been
frozen because Imperial
College residence are current-
ly running at a large delicit.
However the latest that we
hear that College authorities
have capitulated to the
whining and snivelling Hall
Hall residents and is going to
award them a rebate of
twenty pounds each.

A calculation on the back
of'an envelope reveals that the
rent they pay barely covers
servicing the mortgage on the
place. . (Try renting a cup-
board in Knightsbridge lor
less than £25.) I do not object
to rent collected from other
halls being used to help buy
new Halls of Residence. but I
strongly object to it being
handed out to the residents of
this extremely desirable Hall.
When they moved into Hall
Hall they were aware of the
amount of rent that they were
going to pay and the fact that
the Hall was not finished and
they entered into an agree-
ment to pay the specified rent.
If they do not like it now then
they should go elsewhere. 1
am sure that plenty of other
people could be found to live
in it. I therefore demand that
College authorities should
demonstrate that thev are not
completely Spineless and step
in and veto this immediately.
Additionally I consider it
short-sighted and blatent
popularityv-seeking of the
FELIX Editor and Union
President to support this
unreasonable demand.

Yours faithfully
Andrew Lyall, BSc
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