
Founded in 1949 The Newspaper of Imperial College Union

Short Sharp

Willie at IC

Mr William Whitelaw, the Home Secretary for State,

addressed the Conservative Society on Tuesday,

November 17. The title of the lecture was “My role as

Home Secretary”.

Approximately 350 students turned up in Mech Eng 220 to

hear Mr Whitelaw speak. Of the subjects talked about were

race relations, the role of the law and, of course, Ireland.

In all the speech, although well received, was quite

uncontroversial and afterwards a somewhat furtive question

time took place.

Also present were four uniformed policemen plus some

plained clothes police for the Home Secretary’s protection. It is

also believed that an unofficial Guilds hit squad were going to

flan Mr Whitelaw and this would seem to explain the presence

of Guilds representatives at the door to prevent this happening.

In general, Mr Whitelaw was reaffirming the Government’s

economic policy. Of many of the questions asked were such

inquiries as to Mr Ian Paisley’s recent activities as well as the

retirement of Lord Denning. Another issue which was raised

concerned the emergence of the SDP, on this issue Mr Whitelaw

simply stated that ‘“‘the Social Democrats have no policy’.

Mr Whitelaw delivered a well-received speech

and he answered the questions quite compre-

Poa hensively, to the considerable satisfaction of the

audience, who by their applause at the end of

the talk indicated their gratefulness of Mr

Whitelaw’s acceptance of their invita-

tion to come to IC.
en,

Left: Mr Whitelaw ad-

dresses the meeting. (Photo

Jane Williams)

RCS Centenary

Kicks Off

The centenary celebrations of the Royal College of

Science were started on Monday by Lord Todd, OM FRS,

President of the Society of Chemical Industry.

In a fascinating lecture entitled ‘“‘Chemistry past and

present”, he outlined some of the important steps in the

development of chemistry over the past 100 years. As someone

who had been involved in Chemistry and the Chemical

Industry for over 50 years, he presented a personal view of the

subject with a care and insight which betrayed deep concern

and excitement for its future.

The Rector chaired the meeting and a vote of thanks was

proposed by Dr Blow, Dean of RCS.

On Monday evening an exhibition commemorating the

centenary was opened in the Consort Gallery. The exhibition,

organised by Mrs J. Pingree the College Archivist, contains

historical material from the various departments of RCS and

gives a good opportunity to see some glimpses of the College's

past. It will remain open until the end of term.

Tuesday lunchtime was marked by a lecture by A. H.

Watkins, Chairman of the national H.G. Wells Society who

spoke on “H.G. Wells-the early years’’. He outlined the

childhood and early manhood of Wells, including his time at

the Royal College of Science,

audience in Physics LT 1.

A lunchtime concert by Concertante ©

of London, a wind octet, was held on

Wednesday. It was well attended and

obviously enjoyed by all those

present.

The centenary events continue

next week.

to a disappointingly small

Right: Lord Todd in full

swing during the first RCS

Centenary lecture. (Photo _

Jane Williams) ;
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Letters

to the

Editor

Dear Sv

This letter is about ‘‘the”

democratic institution at

IC—the UGM. I was most

dismayed in seeing such a

farce being made out of it.

Were people there to decide

on their Union, or just to have

a good chat, a laugh and a

few paper darts thrown at

their head? It seemed most

students just didn’t give a

damn about it, nor did they

give the others a chance to

listen. When will people be

mature enough to take these

things seriously?

On the Rag Mag issue, I

would like to say to all the

‘puritans’ who voted against

that, if one does not like the

jokes in the Rag Mag, he does

not need to read it or sell it.

But democracy also means

not depriving other people of

things which one might be

against, but do not affect

anyone's freedom. There's

never been satire which has

not offended anybody, to

some extent. We must accept

it.

Dours truly

Olivo Miotto

Physics |
Sir

Being an avid reader of all

things bright and beautiful.

FELIX? The léetterstrom

Adrian Harris was quite

polite. However, once again I

will explain pricing of books.

The price of a book is set by

the publishers; by law, the

Bookshop has to sell it at that

price. If by chance when a

book comes in the price is

different from the one on the

invoice, we check with the

publishers as to the correct

price, and that is what we sell

it at. The only time we can

reduce a book price is if we

have had it on our shelves

over a certain period, if a

book is faulty in any way, or if

the publishers themselves

reduce the price. It is nice to

know that somcone loves

books as much as we do!

Pours sincerely

Roy Hicks

Bookshop Manager

Dear Mark

I would like to explain pub-

licly why, at the time of

writine (Tuesday), the beer

for the Becr Festival has not

been paid for. Last Saturday,

I was asked by Steve Higgins

(who is arranging the event)

whether I could provide the

money so that the beer could

be obtained that afternoon.

Very foolishly, I offered two

cheques out of my own

account for £550. Steve

gratefully accepted them and

collected the beer on Monday

1 asked the IC Rag Treasurer

to refund the money to me by

Tuesday lunchtime at the

latest. I have yet to hear

anything from Matt Smith so,

as threatened, I have stopped

the cheques. IfI had issued

the cheques in the first place,

there would not have been a

Beer Festival. I deeply regret

having bothered to save the

Beer Festival. Yours in disgust

with the IC Rag Chairman

and Treasurer.

Chas Fuller

RCSU Hon Junior Treasurer

Dear Mark

May I take up a little of

your letter space to. thank

Andy Rushton and other

members of Guilds Union for

the assistance they gave the

Conservative Society in

providing security against an

unofficial, rogue “Hit Squad”

disruption rumoured to be

planed for the Consoc Meet-

ing with Willie Whitelaw this

lunchtime.

I hope those idiots who

were planning this attack

realise how much extra work

they created for College

security, the police and for

students involved in both

Guilds and Consoc. |

hope they realise, in light of

recent violent attacks on

politicians how detrimental

such an attack, if attempted.

also

would have been to the image

of IC, and to the future of the

popular (official) Guilds Hit

Squad.

Chris Webb

Consoc

Dear Mark

We, the members of the

recently selected University

Challenge team, would like to

draw the attention of IC

students to the following

extracts from Union policy,

passed on the last occasion

when IC fielded a team in

University Challenge.

ICU’ Notes:

1. The thrashing of the IC

team in a University Chal-

lenge TV programme...

(when)...Queens College

Cambridge beat IC by 390

points to 140.

7. That the team was not.

suited to the questions asked.

8. That Bamber Gascoigne

remained cool during what

must have been an extremely

boring programme for him to

compere.

ICU” Instructs:

1. ICU Exec to select a more

suitable team for the ques-

tions asked. (Fortunately for

our dignity, the original

wording “ICU Instructs the

Exec to select a team of

homosexual beer-swilling

louts who cannot do any

worse than the chosen team”’

was amended.)

4.1CU. Exec. to...write, a

letter to Bamber Gascoigne...

asking him to ensure that our

team will be able to answer

the questions next time by

ensuring that more science

questions are included in the

programme.

ICU Believes:

3. That the audience who

obtained the IC London sign

from the ‘TV studio showed

greater initiative and ability

than the team.

4. That more women should

be encouraged to come to IC

so that team members will have a

belles chame of scoring.

We are cagerly waiting for

this motion to be imple-

mented,

ours sincerely

A.E. Griffiths

(sordon Masterson

‘P. S. Pigden

Martin S. Taylor

Dear Mark

So, Scaramouche asks

about a children’s puppet

series. Why can’t we all be

more adult?

The next thing you know

people will be asking for the

names of the other characters

in ‘Torchy the Battery Boy’

and ‘Noggin the Nog’ and

the name of the crashed

spacecraft in ‘Land of the

Giants’ and the name of the

really big bloke in ‘Mission

Impossible’ and the name of

the frog in ‘Hector’s House’

(Kiki).

I must go now as my

mummy is calling me in for

my tea.

Cossar
Scaramouche replies:

Passing over the fact that

‘Cossar’ feels it necessary to

hide his identity beneath a

pseudonym, and ignoring the

fact that he has written a

letter so disjointed it verges on

illiteracy, I am greatly piqued

that he dare insinuate that I

am unfamiliar with the

various characters in that

classic of adventure and

animation, .Voggin the .Nog.

Has he never been inspired

by the bravery of Thornog-

son? Or trembled at the

approach of the Ice-dragon?

Or thrilled to the fights

between Nogbad the Bad and

Graculus? Surely anyone who

dismisses children’s television

so lightly must be totally

devoid of emotion.

Dear Sir

I would like to take this

opportunity to supply answers

to points made last week.

1. ICG Satan Union is

undead and kicking in the

form of various creatures who

celebrate various ceremonies

in Hyde Park by the Serpen-

tine.

2. We have the goat be-

longing to Cossar because we

need a blood sacrifice to

increase the potency of the

curse we are going to put on

Mooney next St. Walpureis.

This celebration is quite a

long time away so if Cossar

could supply us with a virgin

then he can have his goat

back.

Anyone wishing to contact

with us can do so on the

Astral Plane at any time.

dows

The Four Horsemen ol the

Apocalypse
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RCS win

raft race

Despite a near-capsize and

the air-resistance of Dave

Thompson’s shorts, RCS won

Sunday’s raft race in a

thrilling split-hair finish.

Guilds came second in a

strong field of two, and claims

that Mines won with an

‘“invisible raft’? were dis-

counted due to lack of photo-

graphic evidence.

The teams set out from

Princes Gdns at 10:45am, and

the advantage of the ultra-

lightweight cardboard and

plastic craft of RCS became

apparent as they took the

lead. As Guilds also had to

assemble their three-part raft

before launching, RCS landed

with a three-minute lead.

Due to a last minute course

change to avoid non-existent

Mines’ divers, both sides

landed behind bars (in the

fenced-off lido area) and had

to pass the rafts over the

railings. RCS arrived back at

Southside in a time of fifteen

minutes, with Guilds walking

in five minutes later after

having their exec chat to a

passing policeman.

Controversy still rages over

the unraftlike structure of the

RCS craft; it has been officially

described as a ‘pointed

coracle’.

In Memoriam:

Monty

In the early hours of Sunday,

November 15, Monty the

Montpelier Street cat suffered

a fatal accident on a road in

the vicinity of the Hall.

The cat was known to IC

students by many other

names which it is not neces-

sary to repeat here. The

history of this feline friend

covers affections by such

bodies as the RCSU as well as

the FELIX Editor. He pro-

vided companionship to

weary students after a hard

day at the College and will be

missed by all. The name

Monty was given to the cat by

Dr Don Monro who brought

him down from Weeks Hall to

Montpelier Street.

Getting together

with QEC
The possibility ofa collaboration between IC and QEC is being

looked into by officials of both colleges in order to determine

whether this can be achieved efficiently or indeed at all.

QEC has approximately 1,200 students and its campus is

basically divided into two buildings, the older of the two houses

halls of residences, a library and the adminstration section and

the departments of microbiology and nutrition whereas the

other building encompasses the physics, maths and chemistry

departments.

The UGC budget for QEC for the session 1981/2 for

expenditure is £2.74m (compared to an expenditure budget of

£23.91m for IC). However QEC have been under considerable

financial strain recently, considerably more so than IC.

Although nothing solid has taken place concerning the issue

one of the possibilities being discussed ;is that of moving life

sciences across to the QEC campus.

When Nick Morton was questioned about the ‘‘merger’’ of

two student unions (with somewhat different views) he stated

that the QEC students are ‘‘very pro NUS” and ‘‘quite left

wing”’ he so stated that he would “‘hate to have an antagonistic

factor up the road’’. Nick went on to state that at such time as

QEC becomes part of IC there would be a very strong cause for

a referendum.

As for the history of this possibility of merger it appears that

after the Swinnerton-Dyer Report suggested a closer

collaboration between QEC and IC, IC let it be known that

they were open to approaches, it was at this stage that an

approach was made by QEC.

As for his own part in the discussions, Nick stated that

following the report of the working party the Rector would then

consult the ICU President and it is hoped that the voice of the

SU would be given considerable weight.

In any event, a decision whether or not to collaborate will be

Twenty

quid

rebate
A meeting of the Student

Residents Committee last

Wednesday week concluded

. that a rent rebate for Mont-

pelier Street residents should

be awarded. The value of this

rebate was put at £20.

The Montpelier St. Hall

committee had earlier sug-

gested that a figure of {24

would be a suitable amount.

Present at the meeting were

representatives of the Student

Union, including Nick Morton

(ICU President).

The general fceling amongst

residents is that although a

rebate recognises that con-

ditions at the start of term

were not satisfactory, the

value of £20 is a somewhat

meagre figure. It is highly

unlikely that any further

action will be taken. The

rebate, which will be de-

ducted from next term’s rent,

represents a loss in revenue of

about £1,700 to the College.

taken by the governing body by about December.

Fare’s Fair Fellah
Dave Wetzel, the GLC trans-

port spokesman, addressed

the Labour Club on Tuesday.

Naturally, Labour’s plan for

London Transport was his

theme. As is now apparent,

Dave confirmed that present

policy is to improve services

and reduce fares. A Utopian

situation, he said, would be a

comprehensive, free public

transport system. Agreeing

that this is a socialist ideal,

Dave dismissed the allegations

that County Hall housed

extremists by saying he hadn’t

‘ready anything in Marx

about the GLC”’.

Overall, London Transport

fares have been reduced by a

third. Mr Wetzel claimed

that the former Conservative

GLC administration had

planned to increase fares by a

quarter. Quoting figures,

Dave said that levying the
controversial supplementary

rate would mean Londoners

paying an average of £1.30

per week for reduced fares.

He accused Mrs Thatcher of

“crying her crocodile tears”,

saying that the Government

could lessen this amount by

restoring the grant it witheld

from the GLC.

Dave didn’t comment on

the possible outcomes of the

current action against the

GLC as regards levying

supplementary rates. How-

ever, he personally would

rather take a “moral stand”

against the law than fail to

carry out Labour’s manifesto.

Mr Wetzel consequently

accused Environment Secre-

tary Michael Heseltine of

trying to stifle local coun-

cillors. Mr Heseltine was

alleged to be hoping to shift

the burden of rates from

commercial taxpayers to

individuals. This, Dave said,

was “totally unacceptable to

us...and to Londoners”.

CONDUCTOR
Richard Dickins

BRAHMS
Academic Festival

Overture

BEETHOVEN
Triple Concerto

RINSKY-
KORSAKOV .
Sheherazade

at Spm onWednesday

2th Nov

in the Great Hall
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