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Short Sharp
Willie at IC

Mr William Whitelaw, the Home Secretary for State,
addressed the Conservative Society on Tuesday,

November 17. The title of the lecture was “My role as
Home Secretary”.

Approximately 350 students turned up in Mech Eng 220 to
hear Mr Whitelaw speak. Of the subjects talked about were
race relations, the role of the law and, of course, Ireland.

In all the speech, although well received, was quite
uncontroversial and afterwards a somewhat furtive question
time took place.

Also present were four uniformed policemen plus some
plained clothes police for the Home Secretary’s protection. It is
also believed that an unofficial Guilds hit squad were going to
flan Mr Whitelaw and this would seem to explain the presence
of Guilds representatives at the door to prevent this happening.

In general, Mr Whitelaw was reaffirming the Government’s
cconomic policy. Of many of the questions asked were such
inquiries as to Mr Ian Paisley’s recent activities as well as the
retirement of Lord Denning. Another issue which was raised
concerned the emergence of the SDP, on this issue Mr Whitelaw
simply stated that “the Social Democrats have no policy”.

#m  Mr Whitelaw delivered a well-received speech
and he answered the questions quite compre-
hensively, to the considerable satisfaction of the
audience, who by their applause at the end of
the talk indicated their gratefulness of Mr
Whitelaw’s acceptance of their invita-

tion to come to IC.

Left: Mr 1Vhitelaw ad-
dresses the meeting. (Photo
FJane Williams)

RCS Centenary
Kicks Off

The centenary celebrations of the Royal College of
Science were started on Monday by Lord Todd, OM FRS,
President of the Society of Chemical Industry.

In a fascinating lecture entitled ‘‘Chemistry past and
present’”, he outlined some of the important steps in the
development of chemistry over the past 100 years. As someone
who had been involved in Chemistry and the Chemical
Industry for over 50 years, he presented a personal view of the
subject with a care and insight which betrayed deep concern
and excitement for its future.

The Rector chaired the meeting and a vote of thanks was
proposed by Dr Blow, Dean of RCS.

On Monday evening an exhibition commemorating the
centenary was opened in the Consort Gallery. The exhibition,
organised by Mrs J. Pingree the College Archivist, contains
historical material from the various departments of RCS and
gives a good opportunity to see some glimpses of the College’s
past. It will remain open until the end of term.

Tuesday lunchtime was marked by a lecture by A. H.
Watkins, Chairman of the national H.G. Wells Society who
spoke on ‘““H.G. Wells-the early years’”. He outlined the
childhood and early manhood of Wells, including his time at
the Royal College of Science, to a disappointingly small
audience in Physics LT 1.

A lunchtime concert by Concertante
of London, a wind octet, was held on
Wednesday. It was well attended and
obviously enjoyed by all those
present.

The centenary events continue
next week.

Right: Lord Todd in full
swing during the first RCS
Centenary lecture. (Photo
Jane Williams)
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Letters

to the
Editor

Dear Su

This letter is about “‘the”
democratic institution at
IC—the UGM. I was most
dismayed in seeing such a
farce being made out of it
Were people there to decide
on their Union, or just to have
a good chat, a laugh and a
few paper darts thrown at
their head? It seemed most
students just didn’t give a
damn about it, nor did they
give the others a chance to
listen. When will people be
mature enough to take these
things seriously?

On the Rag Mag issue, I
would like to say to all the
“puritans” who voted against
that, i’ one does not like the
jokes in the Rag Mag. he does
not need to read it or sell it.
But democracy also means
not depriving other people of
things which one might be
against, but do not affect
anyone's [reedom. There’s
never been satire which has
not offended anybody. to
some extent. We must accept
it.

Yours truly
Olivo Miotto

] Physics 1
Sir

Being an avid reader of all
things bright and beautiful.
EELIX . The slettensiiom
Adrian Harris was quite
polite. However, once again I
will explain pricing of hooks.
The price of a book is set by
the publishers; by law, the
Bookshop has to sell it at that
price. If by chance when a
book comes in the price is
different from the one on the
invoice, we check with "the
publishers as to the correct

price, and that is what we sell
it at. The only time we can
reduce a book price is il we
have had it on our shelves
over a certain period, if a

book is faulty in any way, or if

the publishers themselves

reduce the price. Tt is nice to

know that somcone loves
books as much as we do!

Yours sincerely

Roy Hicks

Bookshop Manager

Dear Mark
I would like to explain pub-
licly why, at the time of
writing (Tuesday), the beer
for the Becr Festival has not
been paid for. Last Saturday,
I was asked by Steve Higgins
(who is arranging the event)
whether I could provide the
money so that the beer could
be obtained that afternoon.
Very foolishly, T offered two
cheques out of my own
account for £550. Steve
gratefully accepted them and
collected the beer on Monday
I asked the IC Rag Treasurer
to refund the money to me by
Tuesday lunchtime at the
latest. I have yet to hear
anything from Matt Smith so,
as threatened, I have stopped
the cheques. If I had issued
the cheques in the first place,
there would not have been a
Beer Festival. T deeply regret
having bothered to save the
Beer Festival. Yours in disgust
with the IC Rag Chairman
and Treasurer.
Chas Fuller
RCSU Hon Junior Treasurer

Dear Mark

May I take up a little of
yvour letter space to thank
Andy Rushton and other
members ol Guilds Union for
the assistance they gave the
Conservative Society in
providing security against an
unofficial, rogue “Hit Squad™
disruption rumoured to be
planed for the Consoc Mecet-
ing with Willie Whitelaw this
lunchtime.

I hope those idiots who
were planning this attack
realise how much extra work
they created for College
sccurity, the police and for
students involved in bhoth
Guilds and Consoc. I also
hope they realise. in light of
recent violent attacks on
politicians how detrimental
such an attack, if attempted.

would have been to the image

ol IC, and to the future of the

popular (official) Guilds Hit
Squad.

Chris Webb

Consoc

Dear Mark

We, the members of the
recently selected University
Challenge team, would like to
draw the attention of IC
students to the following
extracts from Union policy,
passed on the last occasion
when IC fielded a team in
University Challenge.
1CU Noles:

1. The thrashing of the IC
team in a University Chal-
lenge TV programme...
(when)...Queens College
Cambridge beat IC by 390
points to 140.

7. That the team was not
suited to the questions asked.

8. That Bamber Gascoigne
remained cool during what
must have been an extremely
boring programme for him to
compere.
1CU Instructs:

1. ICU Exec toselect a more
suitable team for the ques-
tions asked. (Fortunately for
our dignity, the original
wording “ICU Instructs the
Exec
homosexual beer-swilling
louts who cannot do any
worse than the chosen team™
was amended.)

4 ICL. Exec. to. write, a
letter to Bamber Gascoigne...
asking him to ensure that our
tcam will be able to answer
the questions next time by
ensuring that more science
questions are included in the
programme.

1CU Belieies:

3. That the audience who
obtained the IC London sign
from the TV studio showed
greater initiative and ability
than the team.

4. 'I'hat more women should
be encouraged to come to IC
so thal team members will have a
betler chanee uf wm‘i)lg.

We are cagerly waiting for
this motion to be imple-
mented.

Yours sincerely

A.E. Griffiths
Gordon Masterson
‘. S. Pigden
Martin S. Taylor

to select a team of

Dear Mark

So, Scaramouche asks
about a children’s puppet
series. Why can’t we all be
more adult?

The next thing you know
people will be asking for the
names of the other characters
in ‘Torchy the Battery Boy’
and ‘Noggin the Nog' and
the name of the crashed
spacecraft in ‘Land of the
Giants’ and the name of the
really big bloke in ‘Mission
Impossible’ and the name of
the frog in ‘Hector's House’
(Kiki).

I must go now as my
mummy is calling me in for
my tea.

: : Cossar
Scaramouche replies:

Passing over the fact that
‘Cossar’ feels it necessary to
hide his identity beneath a
pseudonym, and ignoring the
fact that he has written a
letter so disjointed it verges on
illiteracy, I am greatly piqued
that he dare insinuate that I
am unfamiliar with the
various characters in that
classic of adventure and
animation, . Noggin the Nog.

Has he never been inspired
by the bravery of Thornog-
son? Or trembled at the
approach of the Ice-dragon?
Or thrilled to the fights
between Nogbad the Bad and
Graculus? Surely anyone who
dismisses children’s television
so lightly must be totally
devoid of emotion.

Dear Sir

I would like to take this
opportunity to supply answers
to points made last week.

1. IC Satan Union is
undead and kicking in the
form of various creatures who
celebrate various ceremonies
in Hyde Park by the Serpen-
tine.

2. We have the goat be-
longing to Cossar because we
nced a blood sacrifice to
increase the potency ol the
curse we are going to put on
Mooney next St. Walpurgis.
This celebration is quite a
long time away so iI' Cossar
could supply us with a virgin

then he can have his goat
back.

Anvone wishing to contact
with us can do so on the
Astral Plane at any time.

L ouns
The Four Horsemen ol the

Apocalypse
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