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Jez and Bo romp home
Last Sunday, Bo and Jez took part in the annual London-Brighton

veteran car run, both completing the hundred mile round trip with no

major mechanical mishaps.

Boanerges, so-called after the sons of thunder, is registered with the

Veteran Car Club of Great Britian as a 1904 James and Browne

tonneau. She was sent on her way from Hyde Park at 8:00am by some

hundred C&G supporters (several still clad in their pyjamas) who then

followed their motorised mascot in two coaches.

The RCS, unable to compete with such a degree of organisation,

had a rather lower turn-out of ten, mostly because, in a flurry of

efliciency they had told everyone to meet at the RCS Office shortly

after Jez had left. As Jez is not officially eligible for the run, being a

post-1965 fire-engine rather than a pre-1904 car, she joined the convoy |

outside Hyde Park and attracted a great many cheers from the

enthusiastic crowds that lined the fifty-three mile route.

On arriving in Brighton, the participants divided their time

between various pubs and amusements parks—notably the dodgems.

Clem, the RSM lorry, continued a long tradition by not taking part,

primarily because she is still in Airfix-kit form in three large cardboard

boxes somewhere near Aldershot. The official reason for this is that the

RSM do not have a garage in IC; however, they also admitted that

they have most carelessly lost the engine.

Piggy in the middle

The Guilds Election UGM was held on ‘Puesdayv. November 3. Dave

Forshaw. DoC 3 and Suzanne Hartley, Aero 2 were ratified as Vice

President and HJ'T respectively and Neil Bhattacharya, Gay beng 1. was

elected as Publicity Officer.

The highhghts of the CGM were the Presidents attempts at press-

ups with the Guilds mascot. Spanner. on his back and the VP

displaying his remarkable lack of singing voice. The meeting was then

adjourned to the Queens.

The NUS— representative who

eventually arrived in Huxley 213

last Wednesday to speak on the

NUS turned out to be Andy

Permain, Vice-President Educa-

tion for NUS. Apologising for

Dave Aaronovitch’s absence,

Steve Goulder, Ciliaaainan,

explained that this was due to

Dave having bronchitis.

Andy (having apologised for

his late arrival) proceeded to give

a rough outline of what NUS was

all about. He explained that

NUS was unique, both on a

national and international level,

in being independent of political

parties: the two main functions of

NUS being advice to students

and national representation of

students to establishments such as

the tradegovernment, unions,

education authorities and the

media. Expanding on this he

spoke on the three present major

concerns ol NC.

cuts, grants and unemployment.

Mr Permain’s argument for [CG

Union's reaffihation to NUS was

to break down the

isolation” from other unions,

other sectors of further education

and national representation and

to enable the sharing of ideas and

problems with other unions and

levels of education.

On asking the floor for ques-

lions, queries were raised as to

these being
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A. Rushton (esq.) helping to collect the £646 Guilds made on last

Saturdav's “silly sports” Rag collection.

“sense of

ill-IC ‘isolated’
the cost of affiliation, which was

estimated to be around £20,000;

and also as to what benefit IC

societies could receive from NUS.

This was answered as advice on

the running of social activities

drawn trom ‘the experience of

other unions.

‘The point of bad representation

of student opinions at national

conferences due to the majority

of delegates sent from other

colleges not being elected was

raised and Andy agreed that

moves should be made for greater

participation in conferences and

recommendations made for the

election of delegates.

Nick Morton, President of IC

Union, asked if Mr Permain

would accept that most of the

NUS executive had started out

communist and moved left, and

received in reply that it was

misleading to transpose national

politics onto student organisa-

tions.

In all a lively debate was held;

Andy finished on the question of

how the NUS had changed in the

last four years. He said he

thought it more constructive and

positive, not just destructive and

negative.

It is hoped that Dave Aarono-

vitch will be able to attend the IC

UGM on ‘Tuesday, November

10, in the Great Hall.
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Dear Sir

1. The decision that Guilds

would not sell the Rag Mag

was taken by General Gom-

mittee.

2. The jokes concerning

Deptford fire, the Moorgate

tube disaster, the death :of

Johnny Owen, the victims of

the Yorkshire Ripper and

purely racist jokes caused

much concern.

3. I resent the implication

in Mr Y’s letter that he knows

more about the scandal and

intrigue of Guilds than we do.

4. Mr Y is shorter than Mr

X.

5. Jokes about the disabled

abound in the Rag Mag.

6. 1981 is the International

Year of the Disabled.

7. I appreciate that letters

full of inaccuracy and insult

make good reading, but I

don’t write them. Ones that

make good reading that is.

Yours

Andrew Rushton

PS: Sorry this is so serious

folks. —

To Scientists

Over the past few weeks

there has been a lot of activity

by CND. But what is the

chance of success of such

movements? Politicians have

taken little notice of public

opinion in the past and they

are not likely to now: _ the

2x10° people at the CND rally

in London is still a big way

from representing the opinion

of the majority of people in

this country (cf 2.5x10° when

the Pope was in Ireland and

the population of Ireland is

only 3-4x10°). Those in

power will only take notice
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when their position of power

is threatened(eg Magna

Carta).

However the politicians’

would not be able to do harm

to anyone if they did not

receive the support of scientists

(i.e. scientists make the

weapons of war). So it is time

that the scientists of the whole

world remove the tceth of

their politcal ‘masters’.

In the past there has been

quite active support for anti-

apartheid at this College and
there was some success at

discouraging those who were

intending to take jobs in and

associated with South Africa.

Should not the same now be

done to those intending to:

take MoD posts, and any

company that does work for

the government of a ‘defence’

nature.

Of course this is only a start

to obtaining disarmament

and much more activity

nationwide and worldwide is

required. This could possibly

take the form of one hour, one

day, one week, strikes by

scientists who have been

working on ‘defence’ systems

and have decided something

must be done to stop the

power-lust of politicians. By

starting off with token strikes

one could assess the support

throughout the world before

attempting to have a complete

dissociation from all beligerent

work.

Time is running out and it

will be a long time before

organisaitons like CND will

represent a large enough

proportion of the population

to have any influence on

politicians so scientists must

act now. You don’t have to

support CND, be a commu-

nist, vegetarian, meditator,

Christian or member of any

minority group. You don’t

even have to be interested in

the welfare of other human

beings, just self-preservation

will do.

M. Lawlor

Physics

Dear Mark

Having read the ‘‘Alterna-

tive View of Industrial So-

ciety’, I feel moved to reply.

The second part of N.

Wilson’s article I agree with.

Industry is considered boring

“and in the UK much of it is.
But this is half the problem. It

is not dynamic, it is not going

anywhere, other countries

overtake us and consequently,

we are in a mess. This may

not inspire many people, but

without industry we would all

live in caves and walk to our

berry trees in rags. An intel-

lectually appealingjob is

great, but someone has to

make the cash, and allow

people like N. Wilson to come

to university.

Finally, I am surprised that

the Industrial Society is so

controversial as to inspire

anyone to write incomplaining

about it. Does this show we

have succeeded in our aims?

Chief Propagandist

C. Wilshaw

Chem Eng 4

PS: I haven’t got a job yet but

am open to offers.

Dear Mark

Messrs Evans and Trotter

in FELIX 594 appear to

requie some enlightening of

my views concerning Tony

Benn (formerly Viscount

Stansgate) and his ultimate

ambitions. That Benn wishes

to set up a Soviet style state

we have to deduce from the

evidence; of course Benn has

not said that he wishes to do

this but the things that he has

said he would do if he was to

gain power forces me to this

conclusion. And judging by

what has happened in other

countries where there has

been a communist takeover

the Russians have moved in

rather quickly afterwards.

Benn’s desire to deprive this

country of our defences is

further evidence of this.

Now for the specific points

that they raised:

1. The NEC of the Labour

party is the committee which

controls the party and under

a Benn government this

would control labour MPs on

pain of being ousted from

their seats if they did not vote

according to NEC wishes.

This committee would thus

become the law making body

in the land and not parliament.

I trust that the analogy with

the Politburo is clear.

2. The rules governing the

police force and their activities

are already very strict; this is

evinced by the number of

successful prosecutions

brought against offending

police officers. It follows

therefore that any further

attempt (by Benn) to impose

more restrictions on the police

is designed to gain control of

the force to use them for

political purposes which they

are not used for at present.

In conclusion I should

point out that Messrs Evans

and Trotter failed to mention

that I showed that Benn’s

attitude towards the media

and nationalisation also

displays his desire for sovietisa-

tion.

Dours without personal abuse

Frank James

Dear Mark

This is just a short letter to

answer some of the _ points

raised by Mr N. Wilson in his

article last week about IC

Industial Society.

Indsoe is¢ not “well

funded” —it draws a Union

grant just like all the other

clubs and societies and extra

money is obtained from

student subscriptions, etc.

Leaving aside the “industry

is wonderful propaganda’”’

which I find as asinine as

everyone else, let’s concen-

trate on what IndSoc actually

does instead of what it says: it

organises talks and visits to

factories, gas rigs, etc., so that

IC students can go and ask

questions and draw their own

conclusions as to how industry

is run. PR men are avoided,

Some jobs are boring, I

agree, (we can’t all be brain

surgeons or Lunar astronauts)

but often boredom at work

can be relieved by good job

design—a factor often over-

looked when designing plant,

machinery, management

systems, etc. So if you’re as

socially committed as you

would have us believe, Mr

Wilson, go into industry and

help make people’s jobs—and

hence their lives—more

interesting.

Finally, I urge Mr Wilson

to pull his head out of his

arse—he should try going

without food, clothing, shelter

and transport and he’ll soon

see how “dull” they are.

}ours sincerely

A. Mailjkovic

Chem Eng 4
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What

a riot!
Mr Jonathan Rosenkead, from
the British Society for Social

Responsibility in Science, dis-

cussed the technology of riot

control with the Socialist Society

on Tuesday.

Initially, Mr Rosenhead talked

about riots in Ulster, especially

the use of rubber bullets by the

security forces. A specimen at the

meeting was “as hard as a cricket

ball”.

However, as time progressed,

he claimed that its effectiveness

decreased as protesters knew when

it would be used. This fact, Mr

Rosenhead said, allowed the

Army to introduce plastic bullets,

allegedly causing seven deaths so

far this year. Condemning plastic

bullets he humorously quoted

one expert as saying “the ideal

weapon would be marshmallows

delivered by parachute’’.

Mr Rosenhead saw the govern-

ment as gradually eroding civil,

liberties. He argued that it was

essential for the security forces to

be seen to be governing by

consent. The reality, he said, was

either that militants alone were

wounded or that random injuries

were inflicted on a crowd. The

two hundred policemen of the

Special Patrol Group, for exam-

ple, were seen by the speaker as a

riot squad in all but name.

Staple

Diet
Claims that College meals are

deficient in vital iron were

disproved last) Friday evening

when Linstead resident Sue

England found a 4'/.cm staple

embedded in the surface ofa pear

at the hall evening meal. Having

removed the object, Sue went on

to eat the pear, part of the fresh

Actual size!

fruit dessert following a sickening

main course of baked ham and

chips. The pear was apparently

tough skinned, but juicy.

Good start

for Cypriot

Soc

Following a passionate appeal in

last week’s FELIX for ‘Cypriots

to unite’ a meeting took place in

the Southside Refectory on

Tuesday, November 2, toorganise

a society.

Although between twenty and

thirty signatures were received,

denoting these people’s support

for the formation of such a

society. About fifteen turned up

for their inaugural meeting.

The occasion was somewhat

informal, infact matters were

discussed over lunch. Although

they had not, as yet, formed a

committee, it became very clear

that there was no lack of leader-

ship potential amongst them.

Following in the tradition of

Mediterannean emotionalism a

very active and enthusiastic

discussion took place in which all

participated. Of the subjects

discussed was firstly the need for

a Cypriot society. They believed

that although the Hellenic

Society was very good it did not

cater for the special needs of

Cypriots with Armenian, Turkish,

or English origins, and it is for

these people that the society is

primarily directed. The forma-

tion of a constitution was also

given considerable debate and

this debate was to be continued

at their first general meeting.

After having observed them for

about one hour one can only

conclude that they are very

enthusiastic about forming their

society and indeed from the issues

discussed they have a great deal

to ofler to the cultural life of the

College, given a chance! And

considering the somewhat muted

activities of certain other societies

one can only offer them whole-

hearted support and encourage-

ment in their sincere desires to

form a useful and active society.

STOIC ask

Aspel
Michael Aspel, the TV and radio

presenter, was interviewed by

STOIC on Wednesday. During

the twenty-minute interview he

talked of his career from leaving

school and becoming a pub-

lisher’s tea-boy to the present

where he is a media ‘commodity’.

The interview was the first to

be recorded by STOIC since the

1979/80 session, and will be

transmitted in about three weeks’

time. Michael Rodd (7omorrow’’s

orld), and Andrew Gardiner

(formerly ITV) will also be

interviewed by STOIC this year.
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Laithwaite in spin again

In the case of the Establishment vs Professor Eric Laithwaite the

professor seems to be winning hands down, on the evidence of

Tuesday’s lecture to the Astrosoc. He kept a large audience enthralled

as he, in his own words ‘‘Put disturbing thoughts into their heads”’.

The lecture, more properly a demonstration, as lectures imply

theory, which he regards as a necessary evil, was titled ‘Gravity, Mass

and Inertia’, and centred around the so-far unexplained properties, an

impressive array of which he had brought with him.

Being Protessor of Heavy Electrical Engineering, he naturally

compared these effects with his most famous brainchild, the linear

induction motor. The results rendered an audience of scientists

speechless—not the least of his achievements.

Professor Laithwaite’s approach was informed, clear and frequently

humorous. He cheerfully destroyed fundamental concepts with sujch

statements as “The Vector product is only a highly suspect aide-

mémoire,” and in proving this he showed that his distrust of theory |

does not stem from any lack of ability in that direction on his part. He

considers himself to be following in the footsteps of Faraday, whom he

sees as the greatest scientist of all time, dismissing Einstein as ‘A crazy,

mixed-up kid, who will be lucky if his name appears in a single physics

book a hundred years from now’”’.

Such statements do not seem so heretical when the laws of classical

mechanics have just been found wanting before your eyes. However,

his attitude that “the right answer never justifies incorrect means’ has

drawn criticism form some quarters ever since his controversial

Christmas lectures, after which the press claimed *‘Laithwaite says

Newton was wrong’’. He denies this; it is merely that Newton’s laws of

themselves do not explain such effects as apparent loss of weight and

energy in flywheels.

It is said that a scientist is a man who can predict experimental

results from established formulas, while a genius observes experimental

behaviour and then derives the theory. Certainly, Newton and

Faraday both worked on that principle, and Professor Laithwaite

seems to be firmly on the same track.

EXEC VIEWS
Does anybody read this waffle? If so please take note of a small

misconception some of you are under. I discovered this when compiling

the results of the refectory questionnaire (more of that when I have all the

data). Union income does not subsidise refectories and never has.

Furthermore, any subsidy which did exist is being removed over the next

couple of years as UGC (ultimately Treasury) money is taken out of

refectories. This will not only happen here but in all universities and even

at the Royal College of Art which many of you seem to use (with good

reason). Just one more reason for a campaign against education cuts.

On the subject of the RCA, the Deputy President of their student

union has written to me about the use of their refectory. IC students are

welcome, but not before 1:00pm at lunchtime as their own students must

use it between 12:00 and 1:00pm due to their timetables. They do offer a

bar and a coffee bar (with real coffee at 12p and a selection of teas) for

use between 12:30 and 1:00pm.

Please follow their request, we do not want to lose use of their

refectory altogether.

Nick
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