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HUNDRED JOIN

PEACE MARCH
About 100 IC anti-nuclear weapons protesters gathered in Beit

Quadrangle on Saturday morning. Marching under the ICU

and ICCND banners the group joined the London student

section of the CND protest at Victoria Embankment. After an

hour, the group began to move, at which time the marchers had

been entering Hyde Park for about two hours.

The CND estimated a total of 250,000 people, ranging from

white-haired nuns to pram-confined children crowded into

Hyde Park, where a wide range of specially composed anti-

nuclar songs and slogans added atmosphere. The crowd were

entertained by steel bands, theatre groups and a consortium of

speakers. Among the speakers were historian E.P. Thompson,

Leader of the Opposition Michael Foot, Tony Benn, church

representatives and a moving Japanese speaker who witnessed

the nuclear explosion at Hiroshima.

The London rally coincided with a similar protest of 300,000

people in Rome and was followed by protests of 50,000 in Paris,

200,000 in Brussels and 50,000 in East Germany on Sunday.

This is all part of the rapidly growing European opposition to

present US defence policy, NATO strategy and the escalating

arms race in Europe.

ICCND contributed to the organisation of the London rally

by providing a contingent of ten stewards and a group to help Tony Benn addresses the crowd in Hyde Park after the march

with the making of about 50,000 placards.

NUS man at IC

NUS President Dave Aarono-

vitch will be coming to speak

to the IC Liberal Club next

Wednesday, November 4 at

1:00pm in Huxley 213. He

will speak on the NUS and it

is hoped that there will be a

speech in opposition from an

IC student.

Dave will also be speaking

at the next IC UGM on

Tuesday, November 10, in

the Great Hall, where it is

expected that moves will be

made to reaffiliate ICU to the

NUS. The last College-wide

referendum on the question of

NUS affiliation was held on

November 10, 1978—exactly

three years to the day that Mr

Aaronovitch is due to speak!

No. 594

Challenge for 8
On Tuesday evening twenty-

three prospective members of

the Imperial College Univer-

sity Challenge team sat a

rigorous test. in

Dining Hall.

A written section, contain-

ing forty-nine “starters for

ten” was followed by a series

of bonus questions asked by

the President, Nick Morton.

From the twenty-three

entrants, cight have been

selected the

four places on the team.

These ares \. Griltiths CE},

S. Parr (Physics), M.S. ‘Vavlor

(DoG). S. Goulder (Lite Sew,

G. Masterton (Civ Eng’, M.

Smith (Life Sev, 7.4. Lozinsti

(DoC 1) and ‘TV. Pigden (Man

Sci).

the Union

to compete tor

from Victoria (Photo: Steve Brown)

Carnival

profits

diverted
The controversy surrounding

the publication of this year’s

ICU Rag Mag continues.

After refusing to sell the

magazine two weeks ago, the

City and Guilds College

Union Executive have decided

that they wish to dissociate

themselves further from IC

Rag by not giving them the

profits from this year’s Guilds

Carnival as usual. Instead

they intend that 100% of the

profits will be donated directly

to a charity of their choice.

The move was started by

C&GlU- Entertainments

Friday, October 30,1981

Chairman, Simon Shaw, who

is organising the carnival and

is the primary opponent of the

Rag Mag. He approached the

C&GU Executive, expressed

his desire to have nothing to

do with IC Rag and was given

their full support.

At the IC Rag Committee

held last Wednesday evening,

C&GU President Andy

Rushton announced their

intentions. The suggestion

that somebody else could

organise the event was made

and disquiet expressed that an

individual could seemingly

affect the passage of money in

this way. However, nobody

came forward to offer an

alternative at the time and

Guilds were allowed to con-

tinue organising the event

under their conditions.

Free!



to the

Editor

Dear Myr Smith

I feel it necessary to correct

you on a few facts about the

Montpelier Street situation

mentioned in youreditoriallast

week.

- The Exec did take steps to

investigate the situation. It

would seem that FELIX is

guilty of lack of investigation

since nobody asked us if we

had done anything about it. It

also seems that FELIX had

taken something of a sensa-

tionalist in its reporting. The

problems with the Hall seem

to come down to a lack of

electricity sockets in many

rooms and a lack of hot water

in the bathrooms. The balance

of the problems reported

existed only for a day or two,

if at all.

The lack of electricity and

hot water has meant the

residents of Montpelier have

indeed asked for a rent rebate.

I will attempt to keep you

more informed of how. this

request is progressing.

It is not true that the

position in Montpelier would

not have come to the attention

of the Exec if it had not been

in FELIX. It would and it

has, as is shown by the fact

I am more aware of the real

situation than yourself.

Furthermore, an inaccurate

article in FELIX has _ pre-

judged the issue as the College

immediately has a_ basis: for

defence.

Finally, my thanks to the

Estates Section who performed

miracles ;with an old shell of

a house in a period of only six

weeks. ‘There were bound to

be teething problems and the

Exec will naturally offer
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residents all the help they

need during this initial

period. . “

Yours sincerely

Nick Morton

Dear Sir

I wholeheartedly agree

with your comment in FELIX

regarding the tardiness of our

Executive Officers in doing

something about the new Hall

in Montepelier Street. Unfor-

tunately this isn’t the only

example of their apathy. Why

weren't any of them on the

CND march on Saturday?

Credit is due to the 150 or

so students who marched

under the Imperial College

Union banner but can they

really be expected to continue

their indubitably sensible

cause without the support of

the Executive? Leaving aside

the fact that the Union passed

a motion last session strongly

supporting CND and the

argument that because of that

motion they should be at least

morally bound to partake in

CND activities, surely at least

one of them has credence. in

the aims of the organisation

and the conviction to do

something about them. Or

perhaps the Executive just

thinks CND an unfortunate

accident that happened to the

Union, something to be swept

under the mat. I hope not!

Yours sincerely

Michael J. MacClancy

Dear Mark

In the first issue of Forward

this session, the Chairman of

IC Liberal Club advocated

that ICU should rejoin NUS.

Here I would like to answer a

few of his points.

The first is the question of

legal, welfare, and financial

advice which Mr Nathan

supposes NUS provides;

sadly, they seldom provide

much advice which is not

readily publicly available;

personal enquiries to) End-

sleigh St are likely to be

pushed around from one

extension to another, a query

from a college (or ‘‘constitu-

ent member’’ to use the

jargon) even if backed up by a

motion at conference, will

probably be “looked into”’, or

put less vaguely, shelved until

the Exec member has moved

on, and someone

problem.

it’s else’s
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Further to all this—with

the £15,000 or so we save, we

are in a position to take on

people like Michael Arthur

(admittedly now employed by

College) and finance some

legal work, for example the

“ordinary residence” problem

two years ago.

Having touched on the

£15,000 or so it would cost us

to join, I ask Mr Nathan

where he proposes to find the

money? College, faced with a

shrinking budget of their own

are likely to deny us the

money as a supplement to our

present budget, and will back

their arguments by asking “If

you've managed without

NUS for the past four years,

why do you need it now?”

So: the money would need

to come straight from the

Union’s present budget. This

would nof mean a 10% drop in

clubs’

hinted, but taking fixed costs

budgets, as is cosily

into account (sabbaticals, staff

salaries, etc.) would result ina

20-25% drop in the finances of

each and every Union club or

society, a proposal few of their

treasurers would relish.

Whether

in changing NUS from inside

or out, the simple truths are

that we have managed pretty

well so far without NUS’s

services, we can’t aflord NUS,

one believes

we aren't big enough to

change its politics, and it is

the best interests of all IC

students for us to campaign to

keep ICU out of NUS.

Chris Webb

Sur

Upon reading Monsieur

Gharbage’s review of the

ENTS gig, we wonder whether

he will be turning his attention

to even more important over-

sights at College.

These incluce Porsche 924s

and Rolls Royces for ICU

transport, rooms in the more

Imperial

impressive London hotels for

all IC students, a FELIX

video package to replace the

out-moded concept of news-

print and even (with all the

money remaining) a few

mercury artesian BORES for

the Hg Wells Soc (ha ha!).

Yours

Byll Waterson

Paul Belford

PS: Now we know from where

the NME get their inimitable

style!!

Dear Mark

I am writing to inform your

readers of an odious little man

who’s trying to blackmail

Guilds Union. I shall refer to

him as Mr X as he does not

want his name associated with

IC. Rag. Mr X is threatening

not to organise Guilds Carni-

val in Rag Week because he

objects to the “anti-IRA”

jokes in this year’s Rag Mag: I

think he’s worried about

possible IRA retribution

because of these jokes. This is

perhaps surprising because,

I’ve heard, he’s an IRA

sympathiser himself!! It is my

opinion, and | hope your

readers agree with me, that

should Mr X not want his

name associated with the

charitable cause of IC Rag,

then he should cease to

promote his own name. I am

fully prepared to help him in

this. If he still wants to

organise Guilds Carnival,

then let him doitanonymously.

If this mean thinks his views

are so important then let’s

hear him speak to IC Union. I

hope Guilds Union won’t sit

by and let Mr X get away

with this sneaky, self-promot-

ing conceited act. Someone

else can organise Carnival,

but they must take it over

now, not wait till Mr X has

got them by the Balls (so to

speak) and it’s too late.

Yours, extremely pissed off

Barney McCabe

Dear Mark

In FELIX 593 Frank James

claims that the implications of

the statement by Robert

Kelsey (FELIX 592) that

‘the majority of socialists are

not power-crazed dictators in

the making” is that a minority

are. This is useful to realise

that a majority of a// politicians

are power-crazed dictators in

the making, it’s by no means

necessary to be socialist.

We agree with James

advice that ‘‘one must exercise

independent critical judge-

ment of the motives of people

such as (Tony) Benn.” Yet we

are puzzled as to why he has

failed to follow his advice.

We ask James to justify

(with facts) the assertion that

Tony Benn would like to see

this country run by the

Russians.

Continued on page four.



Monro gives in

Probable rebate for Montpelier St
On Tuesday, October 27, the acting Warden of Montpelier

Street Hall of Residence, Dr Don Monro, held a meeting with

the Hall committees and the majority of residents. Although the

meeting was primarily organised, so that the warden could

discuss the important matter of a rent rebate, with the Hall

Committee it seems that the weight attached to this issue by the

residents drew them to the gathering of large numbers.

A week before this meeting a petition summarising the feeling

of the majority of the residents had been handed in to the sub-

warden. The petition read:

“We the undersigned wish to express our dissatisfaction with

the prevailing conditions in 14 Montpelier Street. We wish to

point out that many of the facilities as promised in the

accommodation literature are either inadequate or absent. In view

of this state of affairs we feel that the present rent of £23pw is

unreasonable and that some form of compensation should be

forthcoming.”

This document was signed by a considerable number of the

residents. As well as this petition a letter was also delivered

which had been draughted by the Hall Committee, listing what

were considered as the main deficiences and,

these. a rent of £18.50 (the rent for a single room in Beit Hall)

was suggested.

After Dr Monro had run through the points raised by the

residents in the letters, a general discussion took plac e in which

all present took part.

Although Dr Monro seemed to agree with many of the points

it became clear through the meeting that a rent rebate was

highly unlikely this term, and that it might be possible for

residents to attain this rebate next term. It was also made quite

clear that unless the support of

residents would not realistically

their rebate.

meeting took place at Montpelier just after lunch on

Thursday with Nick Morton. From the mecting it seems that

the Hall Committee have managed to gain his support.

IC Union was gained the

have a chance of obtaining

Laithwaite

back on top

Professor Eric Laithwaite has recovered {rom his recent bout of

flu, and will be lecturing to the Astronomical Society on

Tuesday, November 3, at 6:30pm in Physics Lecture Theatre 1.

his topic will be ‘Gravity, Mass and Inertia’.

in the light of

“Bomb” goes

off well

The ICU and ICCND banners at Saturday’s march.

As part of their events for

United Nations Disarmament

Week, IC_CND screeched

Jonathan Dimbleby’s The

Bomb twice on Tuesday of this

week,

The documentary was

originally shown on Yorkshire

Television last year and was

an investigation into the

current nuclear defence

policy of the United States

and Britain.

It was suggested that

modern warning systems

themselves and a massive

build up of nuclear arms

could eventually lead to a

disastrous nuclear war. Three

times in 1980 American

computer systems indicated

an attack and bombers were

at the end of the runway

before being re-called.

A brief interview with

Francis Pym (then British

Defence Secretary) was in-

cluded. He defended Britain's

policy of accepting Cruise

missiles and pointed out that

millions had died in World

War2 fightingfora democracy

which he wanted to maintain.

The Bomb showed the horror

of nuclear holocaust quite

graphically, particularly by

an interview with two of the

survivors of Hiroshima.

However, it was not compre-

in its treatment and

was not completely impartial

in its presentation.

hensive

Do you eat

Over seven hundred question-

naires on the College

tories were handed out this

week. The questionnaire,

designed by the ICU Execu-

tive, is aimed at providing

information which will indi-

cate improvements needed to

the refectory service.

Members of ICU Council

handed out the questionnaires

relec-

in refectories starting on last

Monday. The results are not

yet known and the President

is currently the

massive task of compiling

the information himself. The

attempting

here often?

results will be taken to the

College authorities anda

summary will appear in

FELIX.

Questions ranged from the

absurd (Do you eat here

often?) to the obvious (Is there

something wrong with the

food itsel!?). A section on the

use of the Southside Shop

may prove useful.

The major problem = with

the questionnaire was that it

took a long time to fill in and |

was only distributed to

refectory users, not the masses

who avoid them completely.

ie ved tan ae jusure, ana iney

NEVER {Musso ae hope tor hinport from all parties
eleven part-time lecturers all faci

redundnacy, and were “shocked David Bennett

are abuse, citing as examples tne expui-

sion from the college of two

Rats

of immigration, from a
Government ministers, Sir Keith last year which provoked disquiet

FRESHERS BALLS: THREE INJURED
Violent attacks took place at

Freshers discos at two a
aallanar ennaw Alay inteewine thenn

“ie

from London Student,

an argument started and the secur-

ity team attempted to escort three

of the youths out of the premises. A

vision was temporartly impaired

In both incidents the police wer
nvabersett. ®

October 22.

RNS RESCUE REE SOPRA RTE BP SH ARR REG INR A eT NAD SS IS RE ES 8 NASON RS MeN PSSST DMR SKE SEN ALTER SSE AINE,

FELIX, October 30, 1981 Page 3


