
Founded in 1949 The Newspaper of Imperial College Union

Lamps Stolen

From Bo
Four brass lamps worth in the region of £500 were

stolen from Boanerges, the City and Guilds Union

motorised mascot, at some time between 5:00pm last

Tuesday evening and 9:00am on Wednesday morning.

The Bo driver, Chris Rolphs of Mech Eng 3, arrived at the

Bo garage at 9:15am Wednesday morning to discover that the

door was open. He had locked it the previous evening at about

5:00pm, following Freshers’ Fair, and soon discovered that the

two rear lamps and two of the four front lamps were missing.

Subsequently he noticed that the acetylene generator which

fuelled the lamps had also been stolen.

He phoned City and Guilds Union President, Andy

Rushton, who informed the police after checking that the

other CCUs were not responsible.

The lights are of the same vintage as Bo, a 1902 James and

Browne, and their value was the subject of a discussion Mr

Rolphs had with a friend at Tuesday’s Freshers’ Fair. It is

suspected that this conversation may have been overheard.

The police have informed local antique shops about the

items and placed a notice in a trade magazine. The lock on the

Bo, pictured before the theft. The 2 front lamps are shown on the rear of

the wheel arches, with the cylinder-like acetylene generator. Two mor

lamps were positioned at the rear

Bo garage (which was not in a very satisfactory condition°
before being “jemmied’’) has been replaced with a padlock of

much greater strength and the garage is to be connected to

the College alarm system.

If you have any information or saw anything suspicious then

please contact Andy Rushton at the Guilds Union Office (589-

5111 ext 1044 or internal 2378).

Raise “The Titanic”!

FELIX has received several complaints about the state

of the new Hall in Montpelier Street. We sent a reporter

along to give animpression of the current situation in the

building, and to assess whether it deserves the newly

acquired nickname “The Titanic”. Report on page 3.
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UGM Report

An interesting, controversial

UGM, thrilled by the cut and

thrust of debate, moved by our

leaders’ oratory, and quorate to

the end, was too much to hope for.

In fact, the mecting opened

quorate, but late with Mr

Goulder tediously describing the

standing orders for the benefit of

anybody present unable to read.

He was followedby Mr Morton,

wielding a plastic cutlass, who

had the mecting stand up or sit

down according to departments,

shoe size, and place of birth in an

attempt to bring home to the

meeting tyhe severity of the

education cuts facing this, and

other, universities.

Mr McCabe had a rougher

time, vainly attempting to justily

the substitution of a metal

cupboard for the Union’s mascot.

Mike; and trying to convince us

that the partition recently

erected in the Lower Lounge was

worth the money.

Following very similar CCU

reports, and a couple of com-

mendably short reports from Mr

Ledwold, the UI.U’ President,

Martin Young, was introduced.

Eventually we reached the

motions: Discussion on the first

(on education cuts) proposed by

Martin ‘Taylor was cut short, not,

as was rumoured because his

speech was in danger of being

boring, but because everybody

agreed with it. Mr Morton then

reminded us of the expedition to

Salford on October 17 to march

against the cuts.

The second, and final. motion

was on Iranian students. and the

troubles in Tran, which. with the

exception of 3) clauses alleging

police harrassment, was quickly

passed.

The meeting adjourned as all

the keen first: years sped off to:

lectures, leaving the Chairman's

nose for discussion at the next

UGA. when “Winnie the Pooh”

Aaronovitch, President of NUS,

will be present,

STOP PRESS: There are still places in

Hall. See Student Services to put name on

waiting list.

Free! .



Letters

to the

Editor

Dear Mark

In his last editorial your pre-

called attention to

some of the things he had

clecessor

never got around to. among

them an article on College-

owned flats:

ones they don't tell students

about, leave vacant for ages,

then move in some College

person fora few weeks. on a

need basis.” HE there is any

doubt | weleome the opportu-

nity to dispel it.

There are several categories

of College-owned accommo-

dation. Most of it is allocated

to students. There are a few

flats set aside for postgraduate

married students, a number

for academic visitors and Col-

lege staffand some, because of

statutory provisions, are cur-

rently occupied by protected

tenants. The College will,

however, repossess the flats in

this category when the leases

end. The total stock and its use

is subject to change as the Col-

lege does its best to acquire

more accommodation for stu-

dents. This session there are

additional permanent places

available both at Silwood

Park and at South Kensington

and I am grateful to all con-

cerned for accepting the con-

cept of loan finance and the

hardships it imposes.

In Halls and Houses, war-

dens, sub-wardens and_ hall

bursars are provided with ac-

commodation. The merging of

Southside Halls has made two

more flats available: for stu-

dents. Beit, Garden and

Weeks Halls each have guest

rooms available for short stay ,

visitors. There are also two

“you know, the,

guest rooms in 8 Princes Gdns

and one in 170 Queens Gate.

The guest rooms m Halls are

booked through wardens and

the others through the Book-

ings Office.

Some Collegestaff have flats”

on the premises because the

nature of their work requires

that they live in: the Rector

has a flat in 170 Queens Gate,

the Refectory Manager, the

Domestic Manager, the Dom-

estic Superintendent, the As-

sistant Domestic Superinten-

dent and the Sports Centre

Superintendent all have flats

in Princes Gdns. There are

two small flats in Beit Quad for

refectory staff and a barman

and a gardener have flats in

Evelyn Gdns. There is accom-

modation in the Health

Centre for nursing staff and

one flat in the Biochemistry

Department. The Athletic

Ground Manager has a flat at

Harlington, and certain staff

at Silwood Park are expected

to live in College accommo-

dation. Each time a staff ten-

ant vacates a College flat the

future use of the flat is recon-

sidered. Recent decisions have

usually been against allo-

cating such accommodation to

staff members again.

There are currently ten flats

for Academic Visitors: in 52-

53 Princes Gate, 170 Queens

Gate, Princes Gate Mews and

elsewhere. They are let up toa

maximum of one year. Econo-

mic rents, which are regularly

reviewed, are paid and every-

thing is done to prevent voids,

although the turnover of ten-

ants is deliberately high.

These flats are an important

asset. Without them many

visitors who contribute to the

academic life of the College

would be unable to come. The

flats are also occasionally let

on a temporary basis to new

members of staff who are com-

ing to London forthe first time.

Apart from the student flats

in Robert Pryor House, 9

Princes Gdns and next to the

Boathouse at Putney, there are

five College-owned flats

set aside for married post-

graduate students. Four are in

Evelyn Gdns, and one is in

Princes Gdns. There are also

four Head Tenancy flats set

aside for this purpose. Three

are adjacent to the Fulham

Palace Road (Lambrook Ter-

race and Woodlawn Rd) and

one is at Shepherds Bush.

“These are all allocated by the

Student Services Office. There

are plans to increase the num-

ber of flats for married post-

graduate students as funds be-

come available to convert Col-

lege-owned houses in Princes

Gdns and as protected tenants

depart.

The administration of ac-

commodation has certainly

had its shortcomings, but dur-

ing last session changes were

made in order to try to in-

crease the stock, to improve

allocation, to ensure a steady

turnover of tenants and to

achieve rent income at a level

which permits improvements.

There are, of course, still dilli-

culties but not all of these are

of the College’s making. Ten-

ants (staff, students and visi-

tors) may leave flats ina mess,

fail to pay rent or even refuse

to go: where the flat is an iso-

lated unit it is all the more

difficult to maintain effective

control. Phe biggest difficulty

Isone none of us can do any-

thing about. ‘Phe College is in

one of the most expensive resi-

dential areas in London, as a

glance in any estate agents

window will confirm. We can

never hope to satisfy the de-

mand to house evervone both

nearby and ata low cost. But I

promise vou that we will do

our best both to increase the

stock and to manage it ellec-

tively.

Dours sincere!)

John Smith, College Secretary

a

As an ex-IC student, may I

thank you for informing me of

John Smith's bemusing letter

and allowing me the opportu-

nity to reply.

John Smith CBE, College

Secretary and author of Flow to

write letters and get results, seems

to have applied the technique

of “bore the enemy stiff with

reams and reams of useless and

irrelevant facts such that the

point to be answered is lost

beneath a morass of ceaseless

My. how the

College provides for its stu-

dents! This was never a point

of contension in my original

article. Quite simply. there are

flats that are owned by the

College, reserved for College

staff, not students, that are left

unoccupied for long periods of

time, often as long as five

benevolence. *

years.

As John Smith must surely

realise, a list of College ac-

commodation and occupants

is of no interest whatsoever.

And substantial space devoted

to such drivel in FELIX is un-

likely to ‘dispel any doubt”.

Without reiterating my ori-

ginal article, | would merely

ask Mr Smith how he intends

to combat, for instance, the

awlully embarrassing ‘refec-

tory flat’ in the Union Build-

ing that has been empty and

unadvertised to the homeless,

not to mention those currently

in the Crash Pad, for the past

five years.

Cut the crap, Mr Smith.

Pours faithfully

Steve Marshall

FELIX Editor 1980/1

Dear Sir

I write by way of reply to

Mr Goulder’s outrageous let-

ter printed in FELIX 590.

Late in the year 1588, Sir

Francis Drake, after finishing

his game of bowls, set sail on

his historic conquest of the

Spanish Armada. Sir Francis

knew before his excursion that

he had the time to finish his

bowls, as history has proven.

Mr Goulder seems to doubt

my ability to plan things this

carefully. I feel he must be

unaware that the order for

construction work on the

Lower Lounge partition was

withheld until the last possible

moment in order that the

maximum time for considera-

tion was available. Indeed, I

first started discussing ideas for

the lounge in early July, with

the College Estates section as

well as with the Union Execu-

tive and as many interested

persons as I could.

I must however agree with

Mr Goulder about the ludi-

crously high price of the parti-

tion, but what choice was

there? The Union can only in-

stigate work of this nature with

the approval of the Estates

Section, who will only accept

“reliableTM. “trusted” contrac-

tors.

I call upon Mr Goulder to

write with me in opposing the

Estates’ control of these mat-

ters, and working towards be-

ing able to spend our money

with a certain degree of cost

effectiveness. After all, the

price for the aforementioned

partition appears to have been
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the first numbédr to spring to

the intrepid ‘conquerors’—

1588 pounds!

As to Mr Goulder’s compar-

ison of the rather unimposing

room divider to the Berlin

Wall I must emphasise that,

unlike the latter, the lounge

partition (or should I say

“Goulder’s importunity’’?)

was not built overnight, but

took seven days of careful

craftsmanship to emerge,

solid, yet sympathetic to its

surroundings, a monument to

his vear serving on the Union

House Committee.

Pours, in loyalty to yourselfeand

lo your readers,

Barney McCabe

Small Ads
®AR25 speakers, 3 yr guarantee, £85.

Contact Nick Last, Physics.

®Two rucksacks for saie. Contact

Graham King via Physics letter-racks

or phone 731-6066.

®Reei-to-reel tape deck, 3 heads, Sony

TC377, excellent sound, must sell.

£1200no0. Contact G Forves, Civ Eng 8,

48 Lexham Gdns (Flat 8).

@Fender Vibro Champ guitar amplifier

for sale, immaculate, £55. George 228-

5630.

®|f anyone has a cupboard, chest, fil-

ing cabinet or similar they could sell

(or preferably donate) to SF Soc (for

books) contact Elise P in Physics let-

ter-racks.

@Wanted urgently: old, brown, leather

briefcase. Reasonable price paid for

adequatley worn item. Please contact

Gary Smith, Civ Eng 2.

e@Stolen: Green Triumph motorbike

from Lexham Gdns between 12:30am

and 9:00am Tues, Oct 6. Any info to

Karen Lippiatt, Elec Eng 2.

®Lost: 1glossy white mitre rugby ball

last academic year. Reward for finder.

Contact Andy Fyfe, Mines letter-racks.

£10 reward offered for information

leading to the recovery of alight green

Puch Prince bike removed from the

bike park outside the Physics Building.

Information to S W Neild, Aero 2.

®@Single froom for student available.

Share kitchen and bathroom. Rent £15

per week. Nr East Dulwich railway

station. Contact Dave Rouse, Furniture

School, Royal College of Art or ring

584-5020 ext 386.

@Shared accommodation available in

Hamlet Gdns flat for a female prefer-

ably 2nd/3rd year or PG. Apply to Les-

ley Horrocks, Mech Eng 3 or phone

748-3655.

@Flatshare: Girl wanted to share room

in Bayswater flat, 20 min walk from

College, £22.50pw. Contact Susan

Griffiths, Bot/Zoo letter-racks (Beit).

@Don't believe the Handbook! |C Choir

rehearses each Thursday.

@Ski Club: New year skiing in the Alps.

Beginners especially welcome. Inter-

ested? There will be a meeting in the

Bot/Zoo Common Room (Beit Arch-

way) at 12:45pm on Mon, Oct 12 or

contact Bill Sheen, Mech Eng 2 or 736-

5526. Hurry! Spaces are limited!

®|lmperial Coliege Social Democratic

Soc invites you to listen to David Owen

on “The SDP” at 1:00pm on Tues, Oct

13 in the Great Hall.

@You'’ve seen the posters now join the

club. Tories have more fun. Come and

join at our FREE wine and cheese party

with Peter Brooke MP on Mon, Oct 12

at 6:30pm in ME702.

®Beware of the secret of the black bag.

T Raynham.

@Chem 2 would like to wish Andy and ,

Caroline a hapy 1st anniversary. Lots

of love (they have) Chem 2.

Continued from front page

Rent Reduction

for Residents?
The origins of this article stem from the disappointment of a

considerable number of Montepelier residents at the state of their

“home” and “place of study” for at least the coming academic year.

However it is considered that the condition of this Hall of Residence

affords mention if only to bring to the attention of non-Montpelicr

residents the condition which the occupants are having to endure.

As reported in the previous editon of FELITX the Hall is designed to

house 84 postgraduate students, mostly in single rooms, although

accommodation for married couples is also provided. Vhe Hall is very

convenient for College and also for various shopping needs.

The single rooms in the Halls are, on the whole. very small. In a

number of cases desks have, as yet, not been provided and no specific

date has been given as to when they can be expected. Indeed, in certain

instances it seems very difficult to imagine how desks will be

accommodated within the rooms as space is extremely limited. In fact-

the space limitation has prompted a number of the residents to start

referring to their rooms as “pigeonholes”’.

Although the lights work in all the rooms none of them have any

electricity sockets so that equipment such as hifis, lamps, ete., cannot

be used.

The heating in the rooms is also ofa defunct nature, in that although

various reports of the feed pipes warming slightly have been received,

no actual cases of warm radiators have been known.

Since Montpelicr Street is a self-catering hall, kitchens are provided

so that residents may prepare their own food. However, this seemingly

simple operation had been hindered by a few minor setbacks such as

the absence ofa gas supply for the cookers. However, when the supply

is restored the idea of twenty people having to share two cookers does

not seem very inviting. Electric kettles have as yet not materialised so

that the preparation of hot drinks has became exceedingly diflicult.

Residents were informed that there would be laundry facilities in the

basement, but these have not vet been provided. A common room was

also anticipated, but this has not been completed either. Until recently

some of the toilets and bathrooms were devoid of doors causing an

understandable degree of “discomfort” to users of these facilities. These

have now been provided.

The geographical location of the Hall (just off Brompton Rd) and

about a minutes walk from Harrods adds to the prestige of the Hall and

presumably the rent. This £23pw, in other words (for all its

deficiencies) is £1.50 more expensive than the Southside Halls.

The residents of the Hall are a very friendly group of people and in

all fairness it must be said that when the renovation of the Hall is

finally completed it will be a most enjoyable place to reside. However,

this stage of completion is not anticipated in the immediate future.

The Hall, although as yet nameless, has attracted a varied selection

of nicknames of which the most popular is The Titanic’. Although it

surely gives the residents no pleasure to use this name, it does seem to

sum up the feeling of discontent about the state of this Hall of

Residence.

It is realised that the Hall has just recently been acquired by

Imperial College and so teething problems were inevitable and indeed

anticipated. However, there is a strong feeling among certain residents

that the rent of £23pw is too high for the services being provided at

present. Many feel that a reduction in the rent until at least the time

when the Hall is fully renovated would be appropriate.

@Motor cycle fetishists are reminded

that Bike Club meets at 1:00pm in

®Thanks to everyone who helped meat

Freshers’ Fair—Barney.

@Light removals: (no bulbs or tubes)

moving in or out or just want some-

thing moved. Phone Richard on 2801

Or 328/8937/4529 any time. Cheap

rates (| know | am).

®Ski Austria and Switzerland over the

New Year in a major continental winter

sports centre. All standards of skiiers

are welcome, good accommodation

starts at around £5 per night. Full de-

tails and prices of the proposed trip

from John F. Haddon, Physics 3 or

phone 542-0315 NOW.

®Temporary staff required on Com-

moration Day, Oct 22. Camera 7, the

official photographers to the College,

require 4 staff to assist with mainly

clerical duties at the Royal Albert Hall,

Thurs, Oct 22. Previous experience not

necessary. Working hours will be be-

tween 10:15am-2:00pm and 3:00-5:00

approx. The rate payable will be £2.50

per hour. Those interested should con-

tact Nigel Thomas, (0625) 527877 as

soon as possible.

Stan’s Bar Lounge.

®Lost at Freshers’ Fair: Black Parker

ballpoint with silver ‘T45’ motif of great
sentimental value. Liquid reward. Con-

tact K Vanning, Life Sci 2.

@All club and society chairmen: please
contact Joanna in the Union Office to

complete details for Directory.

®Greetings to a slipper friend starting

yet another year here. You have been

here since Dickensian times, have you
not? Your West Country cousins.

@All Ciub and Society Chairmen:

please note that phone calls from the

Union Office can only be made from

1:00pm onwards.

®University Challenge: Are you a bud-
ding intellectual ready to make a com-
plete fool of yourself on TV? If so con-
tact Jen in the Union Office by October

16 to enter yourself for selection for the
great Imperial College University

Challenge team. The team will be sel-
ected by a written test using University

Challenge type questions.
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Fair’s

Fair
IC's Freshers’) Fair on

Tuesday once again attracted

vast numbers of students. They

came in hoardes to seek out the

stalls which particularly in-

terested them or just to sample

the real ale in the Union Bar.

This year marked the founcda-

tion ofa number of new socicties.

Vhe SDP stall aroused a lot of

interest and the recent craze for

windsurfing was ‘reflected by the

large number of signatures

collected by the Board Sailing

Club (which at £2 membership

fee must be a bargain).

Since ICWA was. disbanded

last term, WIS'T (Women: in

Science and ‘Pechnology) was the

only purely feminist society

represented. They must be

awarded the prize for the most

badly typed handout at the fair.

Jezebel. Bo and Derek (the

RCS and Guilds motorised —

mascots) were in fine form on

the Queens Lawn, but the

limelight was stolen by a third

degree wizard from New Zealand,

who was recruiting cannon

fodder for Alfs Imperial Army.

He claims that this will oblige

any revolutionary forces which

annual

want to be oppressed. His strange

contraption was built’ to catch

the wizard of Christchurch (a

first degree wizard mind you) on

his flight through the universe.

He was also offering maps of an

upside-down, inside-out world

lor a mere 50p. :

The male orthodox forces were

also well represented. Members

of the ‘Perritorial Army

showing off an impressive 251b

were

cannon and nearby the Royal

Navy and London University Air

Squadron members were also

cager to gain the mterest of some

“brainy bods” from IC.

Rain finally stopped) play at

about 4:30pm. Phe main results

of the day were the mint made

out of the freshers af the sweat-

shirt stalls and the RSALP winning

the race to gain the most players

lor their rugby team,
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Student Voice

On Sunday, October 11, at

4:30pm, the first of a weekly

series of student programmes will

be broadcast by Radio London

(94.9MHz, 206m mediumwave).

The (called Student Voice)

will be written and presented by

students and. include

views of student life.
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show

news and
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