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Lamps Stolen
From Bo

Four brass lamps worth in the region of £500 were
stolen from Boanerges, the City and Guilds Union
motorised mascot, at some time between 5:00pm last
Tuesday evening and 9:00am on Wednesday morning.

The Bo driver, Chris Rolphs of Mech Eng 3, arrived at the
Bo garage at 9:15am Wednesday morning to discover that the
door was open. He had locked it the previous evening at about
5:00pm, following Freshers’ Fair, and soon discovered that the
two rear lamps and two of the four front lamps were missing.
Subsequently he noticed that the acetylene generator which
fuelled the lamps had also been stolen.

He phoned City and Guilds Union President, Andy
Rushton, who informed the pelice after checking that the
other CCUs were not responsible.

The lights are of the same vintage as Bo, a 1902 James and
Browne, and their value was the subject of a discussion Mr
Rolphs had with a friend at Tuesday’s Freshers’ Fair. It is
suspected that this conversation may have been overheard.

The police have informed local antique shops about the
items and placed a notice in a trade magazine. The lock on the

Bo, pictured before the theft. The 2 front lamps are shown on the rear of
the wheel arches, with the cylinder-like acetylene generator. Twe more

lamps were positioned at the rear.

Bo garage (which was not in a very satisfactory condition -
before being “jemmied”) has been replaced with a padlock of
much greater strength and the garage is to be connected to
the College alarm system.

If you have any information or saw anything suspicious then
please contact Andy Rushton at the Guilds Union Office (589-

5111 ext 1044 or internal 2378).

Raise “The Titanic”!

FELIX has received several complaints about the state
of the new Hall in Montpelier Street. We sent a reporter
along to give animpression of the current situationin the
building, and to assess whether it deserves the newly
acquired nickname “The Titanic”. Report on page 3.

UGM Report

An interesting, controversial
UGM, thrilled by
thrust of debate, moved by our
leaders’ oratory, and quorate to
the end, was too much to hope for.

In fact, the meeting opened
quorate, but late with Mr
Goulder tediously desceribing the

the cut and

standing orders lor the bhenefit of

anybody present unable to read.

He was followed by Mr Morton,
wiclding a plastic cutlass, who
had the mecting stand up or sit
down according to departments,
shoe size, and place of birth in an
attempt to bring home to the
meeting tyhe severity of the
education cuts facing this, and
other, universitics.

Mr McCabe had a rougher
time, vainly attempting to justify
the substitution of a metal
cupboard for the Union’s mascot.
Mike: and trying to convince us
that the partition recently
crected in the Lower Lounge was
worth the money.

Following very similar CCU
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reports, and a couple ol com-
mendably short reports [rom Mr
Ledwold, the ULU  President,
Martin Young, was introduced.

Eventually we reached the
motions: Discussion on the [irst
(on education cuts) proposed by
Martin Taylor was cut short. not,
as was because  his
speech was in danger of being

rumourcc

boring, but because evervbody
agreed with it. Mr Morton then
reminded us of the expedition to
Salford on October 17 to marh
against the cuts.

The second. and final. motion
was on lranian students. and the
troubles in Tran, which. with the
exceeption of 3 clauses alleging
police harrassment, was quickly
passed.

The meeting adjourned as all
the keen lirst years sped oll 1o
lectures, leaving the Chairman's
nose for discussion at the next
UGN when “Winnie the Pooh™
Aaronovitch, President of NU'S,
will he present.

STOP PRESS: There are still places in

Hall. See Student Services to put name on
waiting list.

Free!



Letters | |

to the
Editor

Dear Marl,

In his last editorial your pre-
called
some ol the things he had

decessor attention 1o
never got around to. among
them an article on College-
owned [flats:
ones they don’t tell students
about, leave vacant for ages,
then move in some College
person for a few weeks! on a
need basis.”™ I there as any
doubt I welcome the opportu-
nity to dispel it

There are several categories
ol College-owned accommo-
dation. Most of it is allocated
to students. There are a few
flats set aside for postgraduate
married students, a number
for academic visitors and Col-

lege staft and some, hecause of

statutory provisions, are cur-
rently occupied by protected
tenants. The College will,
however, repossess the flats in
this category when the leases
end. The total stock and its use
is subject to change as the Col-
lege does its best to acquire
more accommodation for stu-
dents. This session there are
additional permancnt places
available both at Silwood
Park and at South Kensington
and [ am grateful to all con-
cerned for accepting the con-
cept of loan finance and the
hardships it imposes.

In Halls and Houses, war-
dens, sub-wardens and hall
bursars are provided with ac-
commodation. The merging of
Southside Halls has made two
more flats available for stu-
dents. Beit, Garden and
Weeks Halls each have guest
rooms available for short stay
visitors. There are also two

“vou know. the

guest rooms in 8 Princes Gdrs
and one in 170 Queens Gate.
The guest rooms m Halls are
booked through wardens and
the others through the Book-
ings Office.

Some College staff have flats

on the premises because the
nature of their work requires
that they live in: the Rector
has a flat in 170 Quecens Gate,
the Refectory Manager. the
Domestic Manager, the Dom-
estic Supcerintendent, the As-
sistant Domestic Superinten-
dent and the Sports Centre
Superintendent all have flats
in Princes Gdns. There are
two small flats in Beit Quad for
relectory staff and a barman
and a gardener have flats in
Evelyn Gdns. There is accom-
modation in the Health
Centre for nursing stafl’ and
onc flat in the Biochemistry
Department. The Athletic
Ground Manager has a {lat at

Harlington, and certain stall

at Silwood Park are expected
to live in College accommo-
dation. Each time a stall ten-
ant vacates a College {lat the
future use of the flat is recon-
sidered. Recent decisions have
usually been against allo-
cating such accommodation to
stall members again.

There are currently ten flats
for Academic Visitors: in 52-
53 Princes Gate, 170 Queens
Gate, Princes Gate Mews and
clsewhere. They are let up toa
maximum of one year. Econo-
mic rents, which are regularly
reviewed, are paid and every-
thing is done to prevent voids,
although the turnover of ten-
ants is deliberately high.
These flats are an important
Without them many
visitors who contribute to the
academic life of the College
would be unable to come. The
flats are also occasionally let
on a temporary basis to new
members of staff who are com-

asset.

ing to London for the first time.

Apart from the student flats
in Robert Pryor House, 9
Princes Gdns and next to the
Boathouse at Putney, there are
five College-owned flats
set aside for married post-
graduate students. Four are in
Evelyn Gdns, and one is in
Princes Gdns. There are also
four Head Tenancy flats set
aside for this purpose. Three
are adjacent to the Fulham
Palace Road (Lambrook Ter-
race and Woodlawn Rd) and

one is at Shepherds Bush.
These are all allocated by the
Student Services Office. There
are plans to increase the num-
ber of flats for married post-
graduate students as funds be-
come available to convert Col-
lege-owned houses in Princes
Gdns and as protected tenants
depart. ;

The administration of ac-
commodation has certainly
had its shortcomings, but dur-
ing last session changes were
made in order to try to in-
crease the stock. to improve
allocation, to ensure a steady
turnover of and to
achieve rent income at a level
which permits improvements.
There are, of course. stll difli-
cultics but not all ol these are
of the College’s making. Ten-

tenants

ants (stall, students and visi-
tors) may leave flats in a mess,
fail to pay rent or even refuse
to go: where the flat is an iso-
lated unit it is all the more
difficult to maintain eflective
control. "The biggest difficulty
is one none ol us can do anv-
thing about. The College is in
one ol the most expensive resi-
dential arcas in London, as a
glance in any estate agents
window will conlirm. We can
never hope to satisfy the de-
mand to house evervone both
nearby and ata low cost. But |
promise vou that we will do
our best both to increase the
stock and to manage it ellec-
tively.

Lowrs sincerel)
JohnSmith, College Secretary

N

As an ex-1C student, may 1
thank you for informing me of
John Smith’s bemusing letter
and allowing me the opportu-
nity to reply.

John Smith CBE. College
Secretary and author of How to
wnite letlers and get resulls. scems
to have applied the technique
ol “bore the enemy stiff with
rcams and reams ol useless and
irrelevant facts such that the
point to be answered is lost
beneath a morass of ceaseless
My chosviethe
College provides for its stu-
dents! This was never a point
of contension in my original
article. Quite simply. there are
flats that are owned by the
College, reserved for College
staff, not students, that are left
unoccupied for long periods of
time, often as long as five

benevolence.™

years.

As John Smith must surely
realise, a list of College ac-
commodation and occupants
is of no interest whatsoever.
And substantial space devoted
to such drivel in FELIX is un-
likely to “*dispel any doubt™.

Without reiterating my ori-
ginal article, I would merely
ask Mr Smith how he intends
to combat, for instance. the
awlully embarrassing ‘refec-
tory {lat’ in the Union Build-
ing that has been empty and
unadvertised to the homeless,
not to mention those currently
in the Crash Pad. for the past
five vears.

Cut the crap. Mr Smith.

Yours faithfully
Steve Marshall
FELIX Editor 198071

Dear Sir

I write by way ol reply to
Mr Goulder’s outrageous let-
ter printed in FELIX 590.

Late in the year 1588, Sir
Francis Drake, after finishing
his game of bowls, set sail on
his historic conquest of the
Spanish Armada. Sir Francis
knew before his excursion that
he had the time to finish his
bowls. as history_has proven.
Mr Goulder seems to doubt
my ability to plan things this
carefully. T feel he must be
unaware that the order for
construction work on the
Lower Lounge partition was
withheld until the last possible
moment in order that the
maximum time for considera-
tion was available. Indecd. I
first started discussing ideas for
the lounge in early July, with
the College Estates section as
well as with the Union Execu-
tive and as many interested
persons as I could.

I must however agree with
Mr Goulder about the ludi-
crously high price of the parti-
tion. but what choice was
there? The Union can only in-
stigate work of this nature with
the approval of the Estates
Section, who will only accept
“reliable™. “trusted” contrac-
tors.

I call upon Mr Goulder to
write with me in opposing the
Estates’ control of these mat-
ters. and working towards be-
ing able to spend our money
with a certain degree of cost
effectiveness. After all. the
price for the aforementioned
partition appears to have been
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