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Big day for jolly Jack Tar

LAST WEDNESDAY EVENING about 140 local residents and
200 students and staff turned out to IC’s public relations
exercise ‘Meet Imperial College 81.

Interesting displays had been set up in the JCR, and the Sherfield
Building was specially spruced up for the occasion. Later on, guests
were treated to wine and snacks, including sausage rolls which did not
seem popular, although Mr Mooney assured FELIX that these were
the same as those served in the refectories.

One of the more prominent visitors was Mr Mark Carlisle, a Cabinet
Minister. He was shown around the exhibits by the Rector, Lord
Flowers, and he spent some time at the ICU stand talking to Ruth
Hildebrand. Mr Carlisle later made a sizable donation to Rag funds of
£1.45(£1 ol which he borrowed). Later Mr John Passmore, ICU
President explained the situation on overscas students fees to Mr
Carlisle, who is Secretary of State for Education.

Most visitors at Meet IC seemed to have enjoyed it, although
attendance was not as high as had been expected.

Captain Lindley, Domestic Secretary, who was the chiel organiser of

‘Meet IC’ took time on Wednesday afternoon to talk to FELIX about
his hopes and aspirations for ‘Meet 1C’.

FELLIX: How many people are coming to ‘Meel 1?7

Captain Lindley: It's very diflicult to give you an exact answer; we
know that as of now we are expecting a total of about 500, but you see
the difficulty is when you start out, as we did in 1979, you have to try
and find out as best you can the numbers of invitations you have to
send out to get anybody to reply at all, and from previous experience
here we were of the opinion that it would take about two and a halfto

three invitations to get one acceptance. So we've sent out a lot of

invitations and we've had a lot of answers, but not nearly as many as
perhaps you would like in terms of proportions. It’s interesting because
this time we've got almost the reverse ol what we had last time. We
ended up with rather more refusals than acceptances. This time we’ve
got a much higher proportion of acceptances. Given the decent
weather and we've had a lot of invitations to which no one has replied,
I've consistently said that we'll have somewhere between 500 and 700
in total.

FELIX: So you would be disappointed if there weren’t more than 5007

Captain Lindley: If' we got about 500 to 600, that’s what we’re
aiming at.

Yo-ho-ho, and a bottie ‘0’ rum!

One of the amusing things about ‘Meet IC” is the lengths that college
went to in 1979 to obtain large numbers of drawing pins. However,
Captain Lindley did not think this was funny.

FELIX: In 1979, 1 believe, a drawing pin sub-commillee was sel up lo gel

large numbers of drawing pins of the same colour. Has anything humorous like

that happened this year?

Captain Lindley: No, let me correct you. There was no drawing pin
sub-committee. It was merely decided as part of the business of one
committee meeting when we covered the nature of the type — how big,
how many and what colour, and it was said, ‘Right. Drawing pins all
one colour.” I'm sorry, there was nothing humorous about it.

It's periscopes up and torpedoes out

FELIX: Is it true that tonight you, or your staff, will stand and count the
number of people at ‘Meet 1("?

Captain Lindley: Oh, I see. We're going to get back to that, are we?
In fact, of course we shall try, we shan’t count them as heads goingby.
Yes we've got to try to get a record. People will be there to receive
visitors and give them programmes, and part of the job will be to keep
a check on numbers.

This last question relerred to a remark made by Captain Lindley in
the Autumn term.

Throughout this session, doubts have bheen expressed about the
necessity of Meet IC and Captain Lindley’s organisational ability.
Anyone actually at Meet 1C would have no doubt
these.

about either of

College had no doubts about this event’s benelits: they had sent out
about 1300 plus invitations to people and spent about £2000 plus an
incalculable amount in administrative costs. Captain Lindley refutes
any allegations about his ability.

FELIX: It was said at 1CU Council on Monday thal you are only given the
organisation of *“Meet 1C o stop you meddling in other things. How do you take
that?

Captain Lindley: If you want me to give you an answer in straight
plain English...What utter rubbish. Never heard of it. If there was a
grain of truth in it you could ask the Rector. Lets talk sense. The
House Committee before 1979 discussed in detail the idea of a kind of
get-together which would allow us to bring in local residents with the
objective of furthering our relationships with them. We tried it out in
1979 as a pilot scheme. it was considered to be highly sucessful . and if
the number of letters and comments made are any gauge at all. So the
Committee decided they would like to have the same thing at a
suitable interval, two years. I had no part to play in that at all.

Shiver me timbers, me Hearties!

A notable absentee from the evening was Mr Nick Morton, 1CU
President-elect. He was invited but returned his invitation
complaining about the expense. Many students acted as demonstrators
at the exhibits and about twenty had been invited as guests. Twelve
students acted as guides, and they wore white sweatshirts with ‘Meet
Imperial College '81° printed in green. Four sccretaries from Sherfield
acted as recoptionists and these were the people who had been
delegated to ‘‘stand and count 'em” by Captain Lindley. These
secretaries wore green skirts which they made themselves after Captain
Lindley had given them material, cotton, zips and a pattern.

It was a little disappointing that after so much time had been on it
‘Meet IC’ was seen by so few outsiders (137 — we counted "em). Others
suggested that the displays might have been left up for students to see
the next day so that they too could get some idea of what the College is
doing. The general opinion ol those FELIX talked to was that the
event was not well attended, and it was hard to say if the expense was
justified as the returns are not tangible. Although some people
expected (or hoped for) a flop belorehand, they were proved wrong.

No decisions have yet been taken about a possible *“Meet 1C™ in 1983.

in your fun, fun, fun, FELIX!IHIH
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Letters

to the
Editor

Dear Sir

On Tuesday lunchtime, like
many others, I went along to the
Great Hall. Most of the audience
listened to Mrs Shirley Williams.
But not for me the politics behind

Britain’s newest party. No, 1
enjoyed the erratic clatter ol a
camera shutter. It didn’t really
ruin a fine talk. I should have
brought along my camera then
people would watch me instead
of the speaker. I could forget all
manners and cven dazzle the
audience as I photographed Mrs
Williams from behind. But 1
didn’t because it would have
denied the pleasure of the dick
that did.
Yours
H S Rofley
Meceh Eng |

Dear Ed

During my semi-enebriated
wanderings between the ale-
houses of South Kensington a
disturbing economic fact has
filtered through to my addled
brain. It has come to my atten-
tin that between 8:00 and
9:30pm. for seven days a week,
the Norfolk Hotel, situated
conveniently close to the Institute
Francais. is selling Fullers Pride.
Sam Smiths and Ruddles County
for fifty pence a pint. The first
two ol these beverages are also
available in Stan’s Bar for fifty-
seven pence a pint.

At first my suspicious mind
wondered if the patrons of Stan’s
were being ripped ofl, but after
further mental exercise I realised
that. with Rae Snee looking alter
our interests, this could not be so.
At last week’s UGM I asked Rae
to explain this disturbing dis-
crepancy and she said that it was
caused by "*College inefficiency”’.
How, I wonder, should the

residents of Southside react 1o
this “inefliciencey™? Personally. 1
have taken to boyveotting Stan’s
between the hours of 8:00 10
9:30pm. However, if my absence
has been noted it has probably
been blamed on Geollrey Howe's
budget or our imminent bowel
disrupting examinations.

A recent Con Soc poll has
shown that Rae Snce’s popularity

is not particularly high. Rac’

could rectify this situation by

ensuring that cheap ale is

available for our pre-exam

depression and  post-cxam piss-
ups.

Cheers for now

Nick Cox

Chem Eng |

Dear Sy

Recently a little publicised
meeting of the IC Students’
Residence  Committee  resolved
““that in allocating women's
places between the various Halls

and Houses, a percentage of

between 25% and 30% should be
aimed at in each of the mixed

residences” (Item 7.1, minutes of

the Students Residence Commit-
tec, 4 March 1981). The “‘details
of how the places should be
distributed” were left for future
consideration by a sub-committece

constituted from the members of

the SRC. This sub-committee
met, and concluded its delibera-
tions over the Easter vacation,
without informing or secking the
opinions of non-members with a
proper interest in the changes
proposed, and belore the minutes
of March 4 SRC Meeting were
published. It was decided to
increase the number of mixed
male and female Halls to six (to
include Weeks and Tizard. as
well as Beit, Selkirk. Linstead
and Falmouth).

It is my opinion that the
initial, innocent sounding,

proposal accepted by SRC. in.

fact concealed a significant and
alarming shift of policy. It has,
until now., been the case that
primarily three Halls (Beit,
Selkirk and Falmouth) have been
designated as mixed. and have

had roughly equal proportions of

men and women. Linstead Hall
has recently become partly
mixed. It seems that now we are
to share the women in residence
(the total number of whom will
be kept roughly constant). rather
like chocolates. amongst the
majority ol IC: Halls.

Undoubtedly the practice of

mixing men and women in
residence is one that improves the
quality of life in Halls. and would
be endorsed equally by both men
and women. This improvement

can. however. only. be realised if

both men and women exist
together in a balanced society. It
scems then unlikely that the
previously all-male residences

will derive significant benefits by
mtroducing a handful of women.

It is onc of the less appealing
aspects of life at 1C that women
arc in a minority. There is a
continual awarcness amongst
women of their minority status: a
feehing reinforced by the be-
haviour and opinions ol their
male collecagues. The only parts
ol Coollege society where women
have been integrated into normal
balanced  socicties are Selkirk,
Beit and Falmouth. The SRC has
ordered the destruction of societies
and is demanding the restoration ol
the general imbalance. The
consequences ol these actions will
benefit no one; they will succeed
only in exacerbating the already
difficult  position of women  at
IC.

In my opinion, that of the Beit
Hall Students’ Residence Com-
mittee, and a substantial number
of both men and women students,
serious errors have been made by
the SRC both in the nature of
the changes made, and in the
manner in which they have been
brought about.

We would all
remember that the issues involved
arc primarily social, not political
or arithmetical. The social group
most signilicantly affected by
these changes will be women.

do well to

and therefore the planning. of

such changes should carefully
consider the opinions of women

themsleves. The SRC has patently

failed to seek the opinion of

women students (or of anyone
else).
I hope that this letter will

initiate serious consideration of

the issues raised by all students,
and especially women students,
and will vesult in public discussion
ol questions which relate to us all.

Azhas Rz

Beit Hall Sub-Warden

Dear Steve
Whilst I immensely enjoy
reading your paper I find that it
does tend to be very long and 1
sometimes have to spend Satur-
day and Sunday leafing through
articles I've no time to read.
There is so much paper you see
and I become immersed in a
profundity of descriptive and
animated detail which can
absorb me for hours and even
davs as in the case of the
wonderful edition of May 8.
Therefore. do bear in mind this
when editing vour marvellous

journal.

Sincerely
Leo Tolstoy

Dear Si

On Thursday, May 7 I found
the Union Refectory still closed
at 15:40pm.

Some time alter 15:45pm 1
finally found the door open, and
I was the first successful customer

(ol a handful of hungry souls who
had been regularly wrying  the
doors for the previous quarter of
an hour).

On rcaching the counter and
asking for chips I was asked to
wait lor a few minutes, and
before my eyes a basket of frozen
picces of potato was introduced
to the fat.

Soon I was no longer alone at
the counter. The young man who
had been given charge ol the
reluctant would-be “*chips”
appeared anxious lest his clients’
patience be unduly tricd. By now
it was painfully predictable that
the chips for which we had
waited so long would be — of all
things — underdone: and so it
transpired at 15:52pm.

I made my best attempt at a
wistful smile while disposing of
the long-awaited soggy things.

John Murphy

Small Ads

®Own room available in very luxurious
Barnes house, sharing with two girls,
one guy. Male 24+ preferred, £119pcm.
Ring Mark Daniel, 876-8388 between
7:00 and 8:00pm or Mining letter-racks.
®£10 reward. Do you know of accom-
modation for one person coming avail-
able near the end of June? Reward for
information that leads to my next flat.
Contact Andy Raybould, 998-8096 in
the evenings.

®For information on cryonics (low
temperature suspension of people with
eventual revivial in mind) contact M
Price, Physics 3 via letter-racks.
eCBS500T, 1977, immaculate, must be
seen. New road runners, rack, £450 or
offers. Ring 629-8484 after 6:00pm.
®Kawasaki Z400, R reg, Avons, crash
bars and rack, £360. Contact M Ken-
worth, Mech Eng letter-racks.

®Puch maxi moped, W reg, 500 miles,
VGC. Any offers? Phone Paul Hyde on
385-9609.

®Hi-fi, high quality equipment (Arm-
strong, Monitor Audio) at a bargain
price. Contact Simon Littlejohn, 152
Falmouth or Elec Eng letter-racks.
01963 Wolseley 1500, maroon, good
condition, one owner, genuine mileage
42,262, £300. Phone int 2352.
®Portable Cassette Record with radio
(228 x 98 x 352mm) for £250n0 and
Kenwood blender for £10. Interested?
Contact Pete, Elec Eng 405.

®Found at Life Sci Party: watch, key, 3
pairs of trousers and 2 pairs of under-
wear. Enquire Life Sci Office (give
watch type, waist size and silly slogan
on underwear).

®Dear Luigi, | really am so fucking
sorry — the Phantom Food Flinger.
®Paul McDowell-Hook (Mining 2) —
your day of reckoning has arrived and
the butty chairman awaits your £4.29in
Southside Upper Lounge.

®Thanks to everyone who helped get
Wellsoc off the ground, particularly
Mike, Michael, Tony, Tony, Steve,
Steve, Ann, Cathy, Dave, Patrick and a
few SF bods. Together we could con-
quer Mars! Pallab

®America: It's not too late to apply for
the BUNAC work scheme, but time is
running out if you've not started. De-
tails from Green Committee Room, 3rd
floor, Union Building on Friday lunch-
time.

e®Dear Luigi, Don't worry, we've broken
the bastard’s knees — House 44 Hit
Squad.

®The Photographic Shop will be open
next Tuesday, May 19 between 12:30
and 1:00pm at the Old Darkroom, Beit
Quad. (We still have a lot of 36mm film,
also C110, 50p each.)
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