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LAST WEDNESDAY, Mrs Shirley Williams launched Imperial

College’s Social Democratic Society by giving a lecture on the

aims of the recently formed SDP.

The interest in Mrs Williams’ speech was such that it had to be

moved from its original venue to the Great Hall to accomodate the

large number of students and staff.

Mrs Williams began her speech by stating that the formation of the

SDP was a bold experiment. If the experiment failed the consequences

for Britain would be, in her opinion, dire. If, however, the experiment

succeeded Britain would have a truly representative party in

Westminster because no special interest group would be able to control

the party. Each member would have an equal vote in the governing of

the party.

Both major parties are so wrapped up with their own party dogmas

that they are blind to the fact that all they are doing is creating division

in the country and ultimately threatening democracy.

The introduction ofa system of proportional electoral representation

would allow other parties, like the SDP, to be more fairly represented

at Westminster and eventually end the two party system.

The only current indication of the SDP’s policies are the ‘twelve

tasks’ unveiled by the collective leadership of the party earlier in the

year. Mrs Williams took the opportunity to elaborate on the future

policies of the SDP.

Britain’s lack of recent economic success arose directly from the in-

built class antagonism from both sides of industry.

Britain’s lack of recent economic success arose directly from the ‘in-

built class antagonism’ from both sides of industry. The SDP support

the idea of a mixed economy which encourages the Private Sector but

at the same time has a responsible attitude towards the Public Sector.

The party also has a responsible attitude towards employment. The

party would alleviate the problem by having relevant youth training

programmes which are currently totally inadequate. The party also

believes that Britain has an international responsibility and therefore

would support NATO and the EEC whilst trying to change things

from the inside. Previous Governments have been far too callous and

shortsighted in their attitude towards the Third World. Her party

believes in a Marshall Plan for the Third World countries, allowing

them to revitalise their economies. The Social Democrats believe in

unity, both nationally and internationally.

Mrs Williams summed up by reiterating the fact that the SDP was a

party of all the people emancipated from divisions of class.

There then followed a lively question session covering issues ranging

from Bobby Sands to British Aerospace.

22 students and 12 members of staff joined the College Social

Democratic Society directly after the lecture.

The SDP has substantial backing in Imperial College already, Lord

Flowers, Rector of the College, has lent his support to the party in an

advertisement in The Guardian at the start of February and Mrs

Williams’ meting was chaired by Professor Sutton, Pro-Rector.

The party needs financial support and recommends on its

promotional literature a £9 donation.
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THE RCSU ANNUAL DINNER was held last Friday evening
in the Sherfield Building. Simon Jones, better known as
Arthur Dent of the successful radio and television series The
Hitch-hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, was the guest speaker.

He was accompanied by David Learner (the man inside Marvin the

Paranoid Android) and special effects expert Jim Francis, who created

such diverse items as the robot suit and a radio-controlled head for

Zaphod Beeblebrox for the television adaptation.

RCSU Hon Sec, Steve Tyson was shocked on Thursday lunchtime

when he received a last minute cancellation from the show’s author,

Douglas Adams, who had been expected to speak. Fortunately, Simon

Jones agreed to replace him at very short notice and gave a confident

and amusing speech.

David Learner later donned his Marvin costume and joined in the

festivities in the Senior Common Room.

When asked how many people had attended Mr Tyson said “I don’t

know, I don’t stand and count em, and it’s not up to me to count them

either.”’ (Really folks!)

Election Fever

Grips UGM!
THE FIRST UGM ofthe term yesterday heard hustings speeches

for many posts before the quorum was successfully challenged

when the meeting began to discuss motions.

John Passmore, ICU President took the chair in the absence of Jon

Firth. Mr Passmore in his presidential report outlined further his

remarks in Exec. Vews. Rachel Snee, ICU Deputy President, said that at

last something was being done this week about the Southside security

system. Liz Lindsay, Hon Sec, spoke extensively about the INCOST

Conference over Easter, how successful it had been and how well those

involved from IC had done.

Hustings were held for the post of Welfare Officer between Ian

Greenwood and R S Pyne. The candidates for PWP were S Goulder, R

Morgan, L Burry, S Rodan and P Coll. The Haldane Library Record

Buyer was contested by Gordon Baxter and Alan Edwards. Patrick Coll

and Caroline Godin stood for the post of FELIX Business Manager.

Simon Rodan was ratified as External Aflairs Committee Secretary. M

Bootey, J Stanley. N Watmough and C Webb were ratified as ULU

Reps. The meeting also ratified elections held at the Results UGM last

term. TIT) Owen and S Goulder and Miss C Tiller were ratified as

members of Union House Committee. The post of Union Publicity

Officer is still open.

After the conclusion of the hustings it was announced that the motion

on the Brandt Report had been withdrawn. This was greeted with loud

cheering. When the first speaker on the Nationality Bill was beginning,

the quorum was successfully challenged. There were about one hundred

people present at this generally good humoured meeting. The election

results were not available at the time of going to press.

Free!



Letters

to the

Editor

Dear Sir

I was somewhat taken aback to

hear the allegations levelled

against me by Mr Hayward

(FELIX 582). I had, until

reading his letter, absolutely no

knowledge whatsoever of the

motion which

in the RP. Indeed, it surprises me

that the UGM Chairman allowed

such an obviously unconstitu-

tional motion. I can only assume

that someone, who obviously

holds .me in considerable con-

tempt, saw fit to forge my

signature to this childish.

frivolous motion.

Dours faithfully

B McCabe

Dear Steve

May I congratulate you on

reprinting Colin Palmer's twaddle

at the Annual Conference of the

Federation of Conservative

Students in the last issue of

FEETX? Keep up the good work!

I hope in the forthcoming

issues of FELEX you will also tell

us about the Fascist songs they

sang at this Conlerence (ew

Statesman, April 24 1981, p3). By

the way, did Colin Palmer, in his

bid for “national Tory leader-

ship’ also join in singing these

songs while (to use your

phrase) “flying the IC flag in

typical style"?

own

Pours sincerely

Bharat Bhushan

DSES PG

IC Day Nursery

JUMBLE SALE

Friday, May 8

10:00—2:00

Consort Gallery

some and have fun!

I am accused of

seconding, to throw Mr Cortazzr

College Secretary defends

IC policy on South African

sponsored students on

nuciear technology course

MR JOHN SMITH, CBE, Secretary of Imperial College,

reaffirmed the fundamental principles of the College during a

debate last Tuesday afternoon.

The debate centered around a motion “‘that IC should not assist in

developing South Africa’s nuclear capability by accepting South

Alrica-sponsored students on its nuclear technology course’.

The debate was opened by Mr Mike Terry, General Secretary of the

Anti-Apartheid Movement. He outlined the situation regarding South

Alrica, how it had made military intervention in many southern

African states, how it had been condemned at'the United Nations, and

how it practiced a crude form of racism which divides on the basis of

race and language.

For ten years it had been speculated that South Africa was looking

for the ultimate weapon. Events have suggested that South Africa now

has such a weapon and would be prepared to use it. This suggestion is

not just the exaggerated polemics of the Anti-apartheid Movement, as

South Africa is an abnormal society where many people are Nazi

sympathisers.

South Africa has its own uranium mines and has a fair amount of

technology for creating nuclear fuel. However it still needs more

specialists and technology. To that end it takes advantage of courses

such as the one at IC. South Africa should be denied this opportunity.

IC should reconsider its position as the risk that it is wrong cannot be

afforded.

Mr Smith, outlining the College position, said that students were

admitted on grounds of academic merit only. IC only functions as a

corporate body within its own sphere of competence, academic

matters. Once it went beyond this it would be open to pressure from all

quarters. It should be the British Government’s decision if students

were not to be allowed into the country to study.

The College does not inquire too deeply into each student’s financial

backing as this would be an invasion of privacy of the individual. The

current sponsorship arrangements do have loopholes but IC would be

going hack on its basic principles if it started allowing special cases.

After many spirited interventions from the audience of nearly forty

people, Mike Terry summed up, arguing that IC should be ahead of

other colleges in this matter.

The motion was passed by a large majority.

Fewer overseas students

we se 2

in Britain

APPLICATIONS FROM overseas students for British University

places are thirty-five percent down compared to last year. The

Universities Central Council on Admissions (UCCA) figures, released

in April, show that 13,292 foreign students have applied for a place

next October. Last year the figure was 20,528. Of the 7,236 reduction,

more than 5,500 were men.

The drop is reflected in IC student numbers. The number of

applications for 1981/2 is not yet available, but 1980/1 figures show a

reduction from 994 overseas students to 771, of which undergraduate

numbers are down ten percent, research students down twenty-five per

cent and advanced courses thirty-five per cent down.

This shortfall follows the enormous increases in overseas students’

fees in recent years. However despite the fears and warnings from

student unions, lecturers and the Committee of Vice-Chancellors,

CVCP, the Government has continued the full-cost fees policy. As

widely predicted, this policy has now led to not only a loss of revenue

but also damage to overseas relations. At the Association of

Commonwealth Universities meeting in Hong Kong last month,

Britain’s decision to charge EEC students the same tuition fee as home

students brought a furious response.

UCCA figures also show a four per cent increase in home student

application, which gives an overall one per cent reduction.

Small Ads
eYamaha RD200, T reg, only 2,700

miles, front disk brake, rack and top

box. Full front fairing can be included.

£400 ono. Contact Beth, int 3605 or

3673 (days) or 589-9217 (eves).

e@Ford Anglia Deluxe, 1964, good run-

ner, good body, taxed and tested until

mid-June, minor problems, hence £65

for quick sale. Contact Paul Jolliffe,

Mech Eng 2.

@Ladies Bike, £600n0, 3-speed, with

basket. See L Carver, Physics 3 or ring

748-6149 ext 218.

@Develop your breasts with Hexham’s

amazing miracle stew. Expand the

parts Mooney’s stews never get to

reach. Contact M H, Chem 1.

@Wanted: Large framed rucksack.

Please contact Hazel Cheesbrough,

Life Sci 1.

@Write now for Huw’s amazing crock-

ery filing system. Contact Welsh

Whiteman, Aero 3.

@Anyone with information regarding

theft of spares and tools from boot of

blue Morris Minor, near Jez Garage, on

Wednesday, April 29, please contact

Martin Hilder, c/o Guilds Union Office.

@America: It's still not too late to apply

for theBUNAC work and travel scheme

in USA this summer. More details from

Green Committee Room, at the top of

the Union Building, on Friday lunch-

times and today in the JCR.

@Best wishes for exams and fondest

memories to all those who know me,

especially Mining House 1977-79. Love

Y-Kheng Chan, Malaysia.

®Sailing Club Annual Dinner wil be

held in the Bistro Valerio. Tickets from

committee members, about £6.50.

@Flat Wanted: Is anyone giving upa fiat

within cycling distance of IC at the end

of June? If so please contact Sarah, int

2345 or Julia 2410 or 584-6969.

@England vs Scotland football ticket(s)

wanted. Will pay good price(s). Phone

Robert 955-5016 (6-9pm).

@Free shoe polishing. Beit Quad, 1pm.

Free tickets for BBC Radio’s Radio-

Active — an Oxford University’s ver-

sion of Cambridge University’s ‘Foot-

lights’ on Saturday, May 16, available

from Jen in the Union Office.

Fire in Botany
THE FIRE BRIGADE were

called to the Botany department

in the early hours of last Sunday

morning to investigate copious

smoke and fumes that had been

brought to the attention of Beit

Security. The smoke was dis-

covered at 12:45am in Room G8

on the ground floor of the Botany

department, but it was not

thought necessary to evacuate

Beit Hall. The fireman, equipped

with breathing apparatus, traced

the fumes to a smouldering oven

which was quickly dealt with

with minimal damage caused.

Fire Engine

in Brighton
THE RCS INVIOLATE mascot,

JEZ, a 1916 Dennis fire engine,

took part in the London to

Brighton Historic Commercial

Vehicle Club Run last Sunday.

Jez left, along with over 200

other vehicles at 7:15am to cross

the finish line seventh at 10:34pm.

Paul Johnson (RCSU WP) told

FELIX that it had rained “‘exces-

sively’ on the way back and Rich

Archer had worn a “‘flat cap”.

In order to return in time for

the Union Bar, Jez took to the

motorway on its return.
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