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of Science”.

He said he had been involved
in the
interpretation % ™.,
of science to A s
ordinary people y.
for about ="
eight £
years.

Science
is a way of
thinking. Mathematicians were
not included, as they didn’t
bother about facts. Science is
concerned about observations
and measurement.

He spent twenty-five years
working as a biochemist in the
drink industry maximising the
output of Scotch whiskey. Louis
Pasteur started by finding out
why his father-in-law’s wine had
fermented, and this led to the
widespread study of bacteria.

Napoleon’s war minister’s son,
M Carnot discovered the cycle
which bears his name, but it was

" not generally known until Lord
Kelvin publicised it. This cycle is
used in refrigerators, and out of it
came the generation’s greatest
invention — fish fingers, and
rockets to the moon, which can
now carry liquid oxygen.
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- SUGGESS

Yesterday afternoon a group of 300 students and
staff gathered in the Pippard Lecture Theatre
to hear Dr. Magnus Pyke, a scientist noted

for his arm-waving gestures on television
give a lecture on “Understandability

his television
Xperiments on water
going down plugholes. Des-
cribing how the experiment first
failed. but then worked, he said
“‘the uninhibited gesture of
getting it right got me where I
am todayv™.

In answer to questions, Dr
Pvke reinforced his view that
science can't answer all ques-
tions, e.g. computers could not
govern, and sova beans have not
been accepted. Scientists should
publish their work, as not doing
so held back the development of
mankind.

Dr Pyke's lecture was punctu-
ated with many witty remarks
which brought roars of laughter
from his audience. Although he
had no apparatus, he used his
arms often to explain further a
particular point. He received
loud and long applause at the
end, and the lecture was enjoyed
“enormously™ by those people
there, although it was suggested
that a larger theatre would have
been more appropriate.
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Pyke
explained

DR. MAGNUS PYKE

Ultra Vires or not?

There has been heated discussion over the last week as to whether IGU’s
affiliation to the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament would be legal.

After a motion was passed at the end of last term resolving such
affiliation, it was suggested to John Passmore that such action might be
illegal.

He was given a copy of a 1972 court case “Baldry v Feintuck and others”
before Judge Brightman wherein a student, ‘‘a member of the students’
union of Sussex University”’ made an “application . . . to restrain the use of
union funds for certain purposes said by [the student] to be foreign to the
true purposes of the union”. Three members of the exec, were sued on their
own behalf and on behalf of all members of the union. The action sought to
restrain the defendents from, inter alia, “causing or permitting any
payment to be made out of the funds of the union for political or charitable
purposes other than those expressly authorised by its constitution or other
purposes ultra vires its constitution”.

In his judgment, Judge Brightman, noted the aims of the union, which
included, “to encourage and develop the corporate life of the Union in
cultural, social and athletic fields”. He continued, ‘““the union is treated by
the inland revenue authorities as established exclusively for charitable
purposes. The union is accorded tax exemption on that basis. This
recognition of the union as an educational charity seems to me clearly to be
correct”. He explained how the Union AGM passed a budget for the year
which included two payments, one of £500 to War on Want and another
of £800 to “‘what I think might be described as a political campaign against
the government’s policy of ending free milk for schoolchildren”. The
meeting also altered the aims of the Union for ‘““promotion of any matter
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Letters to
the Editor

Dear Steve

In reply to D V Molesworth’s
letter of last week, I would like to
make several points.

South Africa has been domin-
ated by an oppressive regime for
many years, during which time
the whites have exploited the
blacks and the natural resources
of their country (and those of
Namibia) to create an industrial-
ized nation.

Now however they are becom-
ing aware that if they are to keep
up with the other western
industrialized nations, they have
to find skilled workers from
outside the boundaries of the
white ruling class. They have
several options: 1) to import
whites from countries like Britain
and Institutions like Imperial
College; 2) to try and divide the
internal ethnic groups and to
train, say, the asians (although
such policies would not be liked
by hard-line Afrikaaners, and
would probably flounder, when
faced with black loyalty inside
these ethnic groups); 3) to train
and educate black people. This
last option they like least,
because an educated black
working class, perhaps.in control
of vital sections of the economy
would be a very potent internal
enemy. Also black people already
have strong organisations and a
great deal of solidarity, and in
order to get these people to work
for them, they would have to
introduce substantial reforms
first.

This is the situation facing
graduates who could go to South
Africa; they will be helping the
racists and postponing the end of
apartheid.

Most graduates from Imperial
admit apartheid to be morally
unjustifiable, but believe the

system to be libralising. However
they neglect to ask themselves
why any system changes. Op-
pressors, who have an advantage
in maintaining a particular state
of affairs (which would be
Imperial students’ position in
SA) do not institute reforms out
of kindness. The force for change
is the oppressed group and it’s
allies. ;

In South Africa the oppressed
group is the black population; it’s
allies are the third world countries
who have pushed resolutions
through the United Nations
forcing mandatory arms embar-
goes, etc., the front-line states
who offer shelter to political
refugees and keep alive the
dream of freedom, and the
solidarity organisations like the
Anti-Aparthied Group which
operate in those countries whose
governments do not already give
full support to the liberation
movements.

If the students of Imperial
College wish to see an end to
injustice, they must become allies
of the black people, and those
people, through their organ-
izations SWAPO and the ANC
are clear: they say stay at home,
to come to South Africa is to side
with the racists.

With Love
Kevin Courtney
Physics PG

Dear Sir

I write in response to last
week’s letter, which supported
firms recruiting graduates to
work in South Africa.

It may not be fair to discrim-
inate against them, but then
neither is it fair for the firms
themselves to discriminate against
black people. They do need to
to recruit abroad when unem-
ployment among South African
blacks is running at 25%. Murray
and Roberts Group at least, and
many others I should think, do
not recruit black employees from
Britain (a British firm exercising
the same rascist policy could be
prosecuted under the Race
Relations Act). Black South
Africans, for doing the same
work, do not receive the same
amount of pay as whites, despite
the profits that these firms are
making.

I doubt that many of these
firms are significantly narrowing
the gaps between blacks and
whites standards of living. And
even if they are, this is not a
solution to the South African
problem. I have spoken to people
who lived in South Africa, and
what they have told me surprises
my own faith in human nature.

I suggest to students of this
College, as members of the
Union, that they are at least
partly responsible for the various

ways in which the College

supports the Apartheid system in
South Africa.

Yours sincerely

Robert Kelsey

CivEngl

Dear Sir
I write in response to the letter
in FELIX no 576, from D R
Morris. He appears to believe
that I am not Jesus Christ. At
first sight, this would appear
reasonable. However, I can
testify that he has at no time
actually checked that this is so,
which undermines his case
somewhat. I would also like to
say that I repudiate the sentiments
expressed by Paul in his letter to
the Romans. He obviously
disliked humanists and homo-
sexuals, and temporarily ignored
the teachings of old JC about
love (something which Mr
Morris has little of for his fellow
men it seems). Presuming to
know the mind of God is a sin of
which Paul was often guilty. A
more fruitful Bible study might
be of Elijah, in which several
children are torn apart by wild
bears for jeering at the prophet,
or the Incarnation, which says
many sensible things about how
to behave, which many world
leaders would do well to read.
But Romans?! Fire and brim-
stone! Mr Morris would have to
believe in the devil to take it as
fact. Ah well, he’d better take
that up with my pal Damien

Thorne.
Yours Eternally
Jesus Christ
Physics 2
(K C Mann)
PS: Try reading Revelations

while stoned. Far out!

Dear Sir

The magic number strikes
again and another IC UGM bites
the dust.

The call of quorum is rather
reminiscent of the nauseous
effects of a scratched record. On
the other hand, those who
advocate discretion when faced
with inquoracy pave the way for
a vindictive quorum call before
a vote which looks like ‘‘going the
wrong way’’. In similar vein, the
ignominious tactic of stopping
things “going the wrong way”’ by
organising a walk-out (to produce
inquoracy) has been successfully
applied in past years.

Perhaps someone can explain
to me why 299 students unani-
mously supporting a motion is
invalid, whereas a vote of 151 to
149 is supposed to give a true
reflection of the views of the
College population?

On a more extreme level,
provided 290 students are
prepared to sit dormant in the
Great Hall, a vote of six to four

has the power to make or break
Union policy.

I suggest, therefore, that a
minimum number of votes be
required to pass a motion.

To this end I will propose by-
law changes to the effect that: the
quorum for an IC UGM be
deleted, motions should be passed
by a simple majority with not less
than 150 votes in favour of the
motion, by-law changes should
be passed by a two-thirds
majority with not less than 200
votes in favour of the by-law
change.

These changes would pre-empt
quorum calls to prevent a vote,
and organised walk-outs.

If a meeting were attended by
over 300 (the present quorum),
the only effect of these proposals
would be to prevent policy
making by small votes.

If less than 300 were to attend,
any motion passed would have
been passed even if 300 were
present.

I welcome any comment on
these proposals and suggestions
to amend them.

Cheers my dears and thanks
for reading this tedious letter.

Andy Rushton

Dear Steve

Like many people, I was
appalled at the low turnout at
last week’s UGM, and in response
to Liz Lindsay’s appeals, I would
like to offer some ideas on
improving attendance:

1. Put Exec News in with the
last FELIX before the UGM, or
better still, print Exec News as a
pull-out part of FELIX. Then
everyone who takes FELIX takes
Exec News as well.

2. Keep the posters simple.
The last ones showing the cats
was was well drawn, admittedly,
but they just don’t get the
message cross clearly enough.
Just the letters U-G-M and the
time and place are sufficient,
printed on day-glo.

3. Fix the dates of the UGMs
at the start of each session so that
it is possible for bye-law changes
to be read twice without having
to change previously announced
arrangements. Having fixed the
dates, fine any society organising
an event at the same time.

4. Leaflet the refectories
fifteen to thirty minutes before
the UGM. That way people have
no excuse for not coming if they
had nothing better to do in the
lunch-hour. If it sounds a bit last-
minute-ish, it«does work.

I will discuss these ideas with
Liz if she thinks they’ll do any
good — but I know they will.

Yours sincerely
Tim Lawes
Maths 3

More letters on page 4.
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