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HEADLINE CAUSES GONTROVERSY

LAST WEEK'S FELIX headline “New Years Honours Shock”,
the whole front page, and the leading news story, has resuited
In severe criticism being levelled at Mr S J Marshall, the Editor;
this criticism coming from the Rector, the President, and
Executive of ICU, Dr Schroter, Chalrman of the Refectory
Commiittee, ICU Publications Board and varlous others.
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ON TUESDAY evening in
Stan’s Bar, Dave Gayer, the
president of Guilds, was
heard to exclaim:“I'd shave
my head for £200 to Rag”.
When asked to put this in
writing, he increased the
amout to £250 and then
signed a statement(left).

If the £250 is collected by

I at leagt f250 s paid €o
Trpasial College Chanity Ray for Che
PocOR o Shavina ™M head

Comp letely , T romise (o either shave
Mo head et I/K&:r(’ o head shaved
celuy f e Mcf\i-gxx pad by
(48l

(Om\ple
2<E0 pelrvasa

Sianed

LGt % 7

Lornesses

‘5) o K‘f"” January 25th, Dave will
S 0wk wny ot have his head shaved at the
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Dave is perfectly serious; if enough money is not collected by
the specified time all the donations will be refunded.

Already, over £45 has been collected by asking around but we
at FELIX are confident that what Dave really needs is widespread
publicity. £

Badges bearing the inscription “I Gave to Shave Dave” will be
available to contributors of £1 or more.

To make a donation, see Andy Dixon in the Guilds Office.

Growing dissatisfaction with Mr Marshall’s editorial style reached a
peak towards the end of last term when a UGM motion denouncing his
unjustifiable attacks on certain groups of students was passed.

In the first issue of this term, however, Mr Marshall launched a
completely unreasonable onslaught against Victor Mooney, Refectory
Manager, against the College catering system and against Miss Rachel
Snee, ICU Deputy President.

The article started with a banner headline ‘“Mooney shocked ‘I went

rigid when I heard the news, giving the impression that Mr Mooney
had made that remark, one would have to read to the bottom of the
page to see that remark attributed to Mr Marshall.

The article continued by suggesting that Mr Mooney had been
expecting a knighthood and that he was disappointed not to recieve
one. It went on by suggesting that Mr Mooney had “‘stored up the best
food for outside visitors” implying that only by underhand methods
was Mr Mooney capable of being congratulated as a superb caterer.

The article then quoted, totally out of context, a comment made last
term in FELIX by Mr Mooney suggesting he was expecting an award,
before stating that students were ‘‘emaciated, sick and
undernourished” and “suffering” from eating at IC. This statement is
widely regarded as true, if a little overstated. The report then put
forward the idea that profits from the refectories should go to the funds
of a major political party.

FELIX then moved into Spanish, asking Mr Mooney if he “had
much food poisoning lately?” and the staff “why don’t you try
employing a chef instead of a washer-up to do the cooking?” to be
answered by “Why don’t you spit over somebody else?”’ These are
fabrications.

The report went on to present a partly false picture of Mr Mooney’s
catering ability, mainly that his career had started on the Mile End
Road and that he had won an award for his catering. To the best of
available knowledge, both these suggestions are false. Next, it was
alleged that IC’s catering has disintegrated into a disgusting state
since Mr Mooney came here, and that he was a buffoon. Whilst Mr
Mooney is not a buffoon, the previous allegation cannot be so easily
dismissed.

The article went on to say that College kitchens broke large parts of
a Public Health Act, before setting off on a vicious condemnation of the
way outside customers are treated.

The reference to Buckingham Palace is utterly without substance. In
the last paragraph, it was suggested that Miss Snee had bribed
College for her exam passes and attributed to her a statement which
she did not make, and wishes to be disassociated from.

Hence the story only raised one valid point, that the catering service
does turn out good food, when specially ordered, usually for people
outside College, whilst it made defamatory allegations about
prominent people.

Due to FELIX not appearing until Friday afternoon, there was
limited reaction last week.

This Monday, however, disdain started to pour in to the IC Union
Office, as a reply to the torrent of criticism Mr Marshall unleashed.
‘Towards the end of the afternoon, Mr Passmore visited the FELIX
Office to speak to Mr Marshall. He said that both the Rector, Lord
Flowers, and the Chairman of the Refectory Committee, Dr Schroter,
had objected to the previous week’s issue. Mr Passmore also said that he
would bring the matter up at the evening’s ICU Publications Board
Meeting. : Continued on page three.
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Letters

to the
Editor

Sir

I feel prompted to write to you
L0 bring to your attention several
observations I have made over
the past term. That publication
of yours, arbitrarily called
‘FELIX — The Newspaper of
Imperial College Union’, seems
to have changed beyond all
recognition.

Let me start by quoting the
Concise Oxford Dictionary, Fifth
Edition, Page 812: ‘“‘NEWS-
PAPER — printed publication,
usually daily or weekly, contain-
ing the news, advertisements and
literary matter.”

Now allow me to apply that to

the FELIX we see now. Yes, it is
a printed publication, usually
daily or weekly. Yes, it does
contain advertisements. Yes, I
suppose you could say it contains
literary matter, it depends on
your literary standards I would
think. But the news? No, not any
news. Well, not that you would
recognise as such.

Maybe your father is Richard
Ingrams (of Private Eye), or
possibly Paul Foot (the ‘cru-
sading’ journalist of the Daily
Mirror), or maybe both, I don’t
know, and don’t particularly
care. But it is a bit much to
convert that ‘‘Newspaper of
Imperial College Union” into a
cross between Private Eye and
Paul Foot’s column, and that's
what it looks like at the moment.
If it wanted to be a magazine it
would be called a bloody maga-
zine, not a Newspaper.

Let's take a few
examples:

1. FELIX 572

Page 3: 50% of the page (and the
whole front cover) devoted to the
fact that Mr Mooney wasn’t in
the Honours List. Page 5: 50% of
the page taken up by a report on
the Rag Conference, which I still
don’t know whether took place
bere.

random

Page 2

2. FELIX 569

Pages 4 and 7: 20% of the
TOTAL space in the issue taken
up with an interview with Mr
Mooney which was a little
random to say the least.

3. FELIX 568 '

Page 1: The whole front page
containing a frivolous report
about a Folk Club concert. Was
it well attended or not, did
anyone work it out from the
report?

Need I go on? I think the
above examples are sufficient to
illustrate the confusion your
sarcastic type of reporting creates
among those very people you are
meant to be informing, namely
those who did not attend or
witness the event in question.

By all means have a sarcastic
look at something each week, but
for God’s sake keep it tucked
away inside somewhere, in a
column of its own (e.g. Keith
Waterhouse in the Daily Mirror
on Mondays and Thursdays), so
that we all know that it’s tongue
in cheek, and not to be taken
seriously. :

By all means campaign for
things, but again give this a
column of its own, and don’t go
on so, you do get tiresome (see
your FELIX Editorial 567). And
please try and keep your own
views where they belong, in your
column, the Editorial, not all
over the letters page, the front
page and the rest. You don’t do
yourself justice having to have
the last word in every argument
cither. If people slate you in your
own pages, read, note, think and
swallow. If you don’t get on with
someone over a particular issue
(e.g. Mr Mooney, Daré Afolabi)
then don’t turn the affair into a
rival to Dallas, it doesn’t impove
your paper at all.

Report the news straight,
publish club reports when you
have them (that is the College
news too), have a giggle in one
column, a campaign in another
and a bitch in your own and I
think you’ll impove your paper.

Sorry I've gone on so, but the
above needed to be said, I've
spoken to several people who
agree with one or more of my
observations, and who still don’t
know if Bob Pegg was a sellout, so
I think a lot of people in College
are thinking what I've just said. I
wouldn’t have said it if I didn’t.

Pete Kirkham
Biochem 3

Sir

One section of the Rag Con-
ference report in last week’s
FELIX thoroughly shocked and
appalled me. How a person can
make such an untimely and
disgustingly bad taste joke over
the recent demise of our late
beloved Rag Chairman repulses
me.

His motorcycling encounter

with the sheep shocked and
saddened us all. But not it seems
you. Despite his awful deformities
of mind and body, he always
tried to serve us all to the best of
his restricted ability.

Melancholily Yours
G S Motley
EE2

Dear Mr Marshall

We refer to the letter in
FELIX 571 concerning the
Maths Department, in particular
the PS regarding the pre-
requisite of a PhD for an aca-
demic career.

We feel an unbalanced view of
the requirements necessary to
continue higher education has
been given. Indeed, a PhD is
neither sufficient nor even
necessary to guarantee an
academic career. Higher recog-
nition and respect may be gained
by personal achievement alone
L.c. through the production of
quality work.

Yours sincerely
S Bennett, Maths 3
C Tripp, Maths 2

Dear Sir

Following the response to my
last letter in FELIX, there will be
meeting in Chem Eng E450 at
1:30pm on Tuesday, January 20
for all those interested in forming
a fishing club.

Particularly welcome would be
anglers from London and the
Home Counties who have experi-
ence of fishing in and around
London.

Even if you have little experi-
ence or no tackle in London, still
come along to see what ideas we
have.

Yours sincerely
Dave Kelsall
Chem Eng PG

LADY FLOWERS and the IC Wives
Club are throwing a FREE Beer and
Bangers nosh-up on Thursday,
January 29 in the Rector’s Pad (170
Queensgate). Starts 5:30pm.

Anyone who would like to go
should give their names to Jen in the
IC Union Office by 1:00pm on
Tuesday, January 27.
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Small Ads

eLinguaphone (cassette) Spanish
(Latin American) with all books and
notes in case, unused, £55 ono. Phone
940 8296 evenings.
®Praktica Super TL3 with pentacon
1.8/50mm lens and case, £45. Contact
Keith Rossiter, Mech Eng 2.
®Honda 125 Twin, May '79, top-box,
low mileage, excellent commuter bike
(80mpg), £440 or offers. A Kimber,
Chem Eng 2 or 385 7425.
®Practica LTL3 Camera, £45;
Hoya 135mm tele lens, £25. Both hardly
used. Rm 421, Mining House, 373 0429.
®Anyone using bulk loading film? The
Photoshop has a 100ft roll of Exta-
chrome 64, selling at the very low price
of £25!
®Honda 650, black, V Reg, 6500 miles,
VGC, Seeley '/, fairing and bars,
Dresda SW/ARM quartz clock, Michelin
M45s, Mastermann Alarm, £999. Con-
tact Barney Haye, Aero 1,116 Falmouth
Hall.
eHonda 250N, bliue, V Reg, 8000 miles,
VGC, commuterbike special, £600.
Eall'lney Haye, Aero 1, 116 Falmouth
all.

®Superscope Stereo Cassette Player,

front loading, recessed deck, Dolby Nr,

twin VU meters, autostop, two years

old, new price £135, yours for £30 ono.

Ea‘rlney Hayes, Aero 1, 116 Falmouth
all.

®Wanted: Secretary for Social, Cultural
and Amusements Board. Papers are up
in the Union Lower Lounge.

eWanted Urgently: Help to deliver leaf-
lets abour Samaritans Centre opening
in Kensington. See ICCAG article in
this FELIX.

®Two people to share room inspacious
flat. Flat includes very large lounge, two
twin bedrooms, bathroom kitchen,
WC, etc. Excellent location (just off
High Street Kensington). For further
details contact N J Muttock, ME2 or
phone 602 2265.

®Anyone Interested in a geological
holiday in Shropshire? Contact
S Taylor, Chem 1.

oKen. Are you squared up with the
Lord? Have you rounded off your
affairs? Have you got your triangle?
The WM.

®inaugural Meeting: Fishing Club,
Chem Eng E450, 1:30pm, Tuesday, 20
January. See letters page.

®Feeling lonely, repressed, gay? Meet
others who are at least one of these.
Gaysoc meets at ULU, Malet Street,
every Thursday or write to Peter Bond,
c/o ULU Gaysoc, Malet Street.
®Transport: Do you live in the Swiss
Cottege/Hampstead area? Save on ex-
pensive fares and travel in comfort.
Contact N R | Daud, Mining 1
®One large female able to communi-
cate in Finnish, needing ties in London
area, wanted. Apply L Bottomley, c/o
RSMU.

We would like to take this
opportunity to announce the
engagement and forthcoming
wedding of Paul and Ceiwen of
Southside. Lots of luck and

happiness for the future.

Notice

National Westminister Bank
annonce that the Cash Dispenser will
be withdrawn from service on
January 29. A 24hr Service Till
is now fully operational on Level 1,
Sherfield Building, adjacent to the
walkway and all customers of the
Bank are invited to apply for cards.
Application froms are available from
the Sub Branch in Sherfield. Cash
Dispenser Cards can still be used at
other branches with this facility
although the dispensers are gradually
being phased out and replaced with
service tills.






