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The Newspaper of Imperial College Union

Seventeen students from Imperial College attended last
Friday’s march in opposition to the Government’s proposals on
Student Unlon Financing. The march was jointly organised by
the University of London Union (ULU) and the National Union
of Students (NUS). The Imperial College Union Banner was
carried by students who were not members of the ICU Exec. No
ICU Exec member went on the march.

The Police estimated that

11,000 students attended the

London demo, this Included an Impressive turnout of 600
students from Huddersfield Polytechnic.

At the recommendation of the
Public Accounts Committee the
Government is changing the
method of funding Britain’s 800
student unions.

Two weeks ago, the Depart-
ment of Education and Science
finally accepted the National
Union of Students estimates on
the total amount of public funds
received by Union this year.

The reason for Friday’s de-
monstration was that the Govern-
ment has not yet given adequate
guarantees to protect the legal
and financial independence of
student unions.

Mr. D. Afolabi

No.570

Sexism Fine!

African-Carribean Society were fined £10 last week for
sexual discrimination after posters for their party on Nov
22nd were brought to President John Passmore’s attention.

Students are not asking for
more money — agreement has
been reached on the sums
involved. They simply want firm
guarantees that the money
promised will be paid to their
unions.

The NUS state: ‘Student
unions are not political organisa-
tions. They are an essential part
of college life, just like ja library
or canteen. Student unions
provide welfare facilities, shops,
bars, entertainments, and sports
clubs for all students at each

college.”

They announced an admission
fee of £1 would be charged;
ladies, however, would be
admitted free of charge. John
Passmore, verbally warned Mr
Daré Afolabi (President of the
African-Caribbean Society)
that the poster was blatant
sexual discrimination, and
hence was in infringement of
Council policy which forbids
split pricing at events on Union
premises. A subsequent writ-
ten warning was sent to Mr
Afolabi by the President.

At an Executive meting, it
was decided to fine the Afri-
can-Caribbean Society £10 (to
be added to the Third World
Scholarship Fund) for their
discriminatory action.

“In addition to the £22.1m

.student unions receive from

public funds, student unions
generate another £40m through
commercial services and through-
out Britain employ over 4,000
stafl.”

* “‘Student unions also en-
courage their members to help
local community groups and
raise cash for charity. Last year
students raised well over £1m for
needy people.” ICU Rag '79/80
raised over £20,000).

The NUS hoped that the
public would argee that student
unions deserve to be protected.
The public reaction on Friday
was varied. Many frustrated
motorists mattered ‘bloody
students’ as they spent half an
hour waiting for the demonstra-
tion to pass.

On Monday FELIX inter-
viewed James Prior, the Secretary
of State for Employment. Mr
Prior hadn’t heard about the
march and when told that 11,000
students had marched passed the
DES shouting, ‘Boyson Out’, he
commented, “That’s about par
for he course.”

ICU President, John Passmore,
was in Zurich at the time of the
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march; however, none of the
other five members of the Union
Executive saw fit to attend. This
lack of representation contra-
venes ICU Policy of December
1979 ’Public Image of ICU’
which instructs ‘“‘a representative
of the ICU Exec to attend all
student events featuring IC that
receive media coverage”. The
march was publicised by LBC
before Friday, and many news
reports appeared in Saturday’s
national newspapers.

When asked to comment, John
Passmore said: ‘I don’t think any
NUS march achieves anything.
Every year the NUS campaigns
about a different issue. With one
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million members they should -

expect to get 11,000 at a London
demo. That’s 1% . . . Wow big
deal!

The Imperial contingent was
led by Phil Cole, ICU External
Affairs Officer. Phil was pleased
with the response from Imperial.
However, because of a snowstorm
only two students from IC
completed the march. They were
Mr Cole and the FELIX photo-
grapher. Some students left the

-continued on page three
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Letters to
the Editor

Dear Sir 3
I was most disturbed to learn
from Mr James last week that I

.. could well have walked off

with somebody elses personal
equipment’” when borrowing the
paddles for RCS Union’s use in
the Raft Race.

As I am, to quote my job
description: ‘‘responsible for the
supervision of the resources of the
Union,” ‘and Canoe Club equip-
ment is *“. . . the general property
of the Union . . .” (Bye-Law 18
Ownership of Property), I was
most surprised, as was the rest of
the Executive, that £1,000 worth
of personal equipment is stored in
the Canoe Cellar, and that ‘‘this
situation . . . exists in many other
clubs.”

We had certainly not been
officially informed of this practice,
and whilst I admire the trust
displayed by the owners in that
any other member of the club
could walk off with
somebody elses personal equip-
ment, without permission, and

with the chance of seriously,

damaging it, ”’ I sincerely hope
such equipment is clearly marked
with the owner’s name (to avoid
the above) and is also adequately
insured, as it is not included on
our policy (or if it is, it is
fraudeulently included).

I hope equipment owners will
bear these points in mind if they
choose to make use of Union
facilities in this way.

Yours sincerely

Rachel Snee

Dear Steve,

With reference to Rae Snee’s
article in this week’s Exec News.
Her comment about an out of
order games machine reads, ‘“if
students can’t be bothered to walk
up to my office and report a fault
...”" Is she that far above a normal
student in her first floor sanctuary

that she eannot walk amongst the
masses occasionally - whereupon
she would ecither see or learn
verbally of any fault or
complaint? Please - this year’s

Exec - get off your pedestals!
Yours
Phil Webb
Mech Eng 3

Sir

I would just like to. inform
Canoe Club, via the columns of
these "ere bits of paper, that they
just don’t know how lucky they
are!

They gripe about losing a few
paddles for about a day. I have to
put up with stufl’ disappearing
from the Jez Garage, in the hot
sweaty mitts of RCSU for several
days if not weeks at a time.
Nearly all without permission.

The worst to date being the
loss of two CO, fire extinguishers,
and whilst T realise the good
cause to which they were put
(some Guildsmen might recall

the event at the beginning of

term), I resent having to wait for
over a month before getting them
back.

Yours, looking for tools in the RCSU

Office

Andy Smith

Chairman, RCS Motor Club

PS: 1 just thought I'd insert my

oar (pun intended) into the little

disagreement between RCSU
and Canoe Club.

Dear FELIX

Andy thinks you’re much
better than Guildsheet. In fact, we
all think you’re a bundle of fun,
and so concerned for our safety
and well-being. Your letters page
is a hotbed of discussion, and we
all delight in Aunt Deidre’s
adventures (so naughty in places,
isn’t it?).

Now Mr Mooney is going to
produce wondrous delicacies
after being given a damned good
talking to in the interview
printed by your brave editor Mr
Marshall. I've never seen him,
but I'm sure he must be very

handsome as well as being so ’

obviously witty and intelligent.
Mr Marshall that is; Mr Mooney’s
photograph shows him to be less
handsome than one of his spotted
dicks. Seemed like a nice chap
though.

So, keep up the good work;
your investigative work makes
the Washington Post look like

Beano!
All the best
Nick Miller
ME2

PS: Feel free to edit according to
your prejudices.

Thank you oh so much for your kind
comments about FELIX - Ed.

Dear Sir

With reference to your last
edition’s hit squad cover story, I
note that, while you gave a brief
mention to the mass hit on BE2,

“you said nothing about the mass

hit on BEl by the hit squad
during a joint lecture with EEI.

The entrance of the hit squad,
led by Ben Bourdillon, was
marked by the appearance, in
the hands of BEI, of several
shaving foam cans, equipped
with long distance nozzles; also
several washing up liquid bottles
filled with water, not to mention
a bucket, also filled with water.
In the carnage that followed,
during which one half of the
lecture theatre becamesubmerged
under bodies and shaving foam,
the hit squad, and a large
proportion of EEl (who ordered
the mass hit), got more than they
delivered, and, to quote one of
the opposition: “BE1 definitely
beat us”. Afterwards, Dr Spence
continued his lecture, although
many of us had had our notes
washed away.

We feel very hurt that you did
not consider this to be worthy of
a mention, since you are known
to disapprove of the hit squad,

and this must surely be the only

time that the hit squad got more
than they expected.
Yours faithfully
Brendan ‘Smiler’ Smith
BEI
Our ‘mole’ in EE1 felt too ashamed to
report this incident - Ed.

Dear Sir

As a member of the Aeronautics
department I have been involved
recently in showing prospective
students of aeronautics around
the College. I was surprised to
find that some interviewees were
asking if the department was
going to close in the near future.
As you can imagine, this is a
fairly important question to ask if
you intend to take a three year
course at this college. This
impression had been gained from
an article in the Alternative
Prospectus which is circulated with
the ordinary College prospectus.
I wrote the departmental entry
and had not included a reference
to the Rector’s suggestion of last
year.

I obtained a copy of the
Alternative Prospectus, and found
that a reference to the Rector’s
proposal was included in an
article about ‘The Future For
Imperial College’. While allowing
that it is important to mention
the unfavourable economic
situation, I think that the
inclusion of a_specific paragraph
stating that ‘it has been suggested
that the department as such
should be dissolved’’ is irres-
ponsible.

I would have been grateful for
an opportunity to discuss the
article with the editor of the
Alternative Prospectus, Gary
Nichols, but was never given
such an opportunity.

Anne Evans

Aeronautics Dep Rep 1979/80

Small Ads

®As copy deadline approaches Editor
of glossy magazine abandons
telepathy in his search for con-
tributions.

oPart Time Work: leaflet distribution
for language school. £1.50 per hour
and bonus. Hours to suit. Telephone
937 6229 or 262 7481. Ends February.
oToshiba microwave oven, contactJim
Carroll, Union Bar, int 2848. Open to
offers.

®Electric guitars from the US. All new,
great selection, bargain prices. Cali
892 8676.

eGaussian, the ideal Christmas
present; play the latestelectronicgame;
Gaussian Il. Simply eliminate the ele-
ments before they pivot and watch
them decompose. Taketoolongand UL
decompose yourself. Fully-pivot-
ing version £1, partial-pivoting only
50p. Cheques to R Morgan, Maths 2
(no PAs).

oOne ticket for the Queen concert at
Wembley Arena on Wed, Dec 10. Price
£7.50. Contact Tim Wright, Maths 2.
®0One Yes ticket for Dec 18, Rainbow
Theatre, row M in stalls. Cost nego-
tiable. Ifinterested contactMNakamura
via Computing 2 letter-racks.

®Boys what are you buying your girl-
friend for Christmas? Why not get
something you'll both enjoy,
high quality underwear. For info right
Ruth 01 603 0020.

®Found small green address book be-
longing to William Tsao? Contact
Allan, JCR Bar.

oLost one scarf, red/white/touch of
blue, tartan, short (3ft), Monday week
ago. Please contact Greg Loten, DOC
2

eDeaths: Quietly, after along and pain-
ful iliness the battered Mini Clubman.
Send no flowers.

oS Rodan, Physics 1, photographic or-
der is now in.

eoMark Slomka: Please collect your
photographic order next Tuesday.
oChristmas Sale: There will be a sale of
films for the Christmas break next
Tuesday at 12:30pm in the Old Dark-
room. Prices are very low.

®N Miller: Keep up the good work!
oGay? Want to talk to someone? Con-
tact me! Peter Bond c/o Gaysoc, ULU,
Malet St, London WC1E 7HY or phone
Nightline 581 2468.

®Nick, thanks for Friday night, | never
thought it could be so good. CH.
e®Does it matter what you eat? How are
you feeling — tight or loose? Why are
women generally smaller than men?
Macrobiotics shows you how toanswer
all sorts of questions, how to make use
of the power that lies all around us. At
IC Health Centre, Sunday, December
14, 10:30 to 4:30. For further informa-
tion ring 743 6104.

ointer-Hall 5-a-side soccer league. |IC
Halls are invited to each enter a team
for this forthcoming competition. Ring
Stevie Goudie on 3711 up till 7:00pm or
call Room 12, Weeks Hall for details.
eKonrad Urbanski’'s convenience has
gone in search of better prospects.
Having been totally ignored on Satur-
day night. A suitable contribution to
Rag (£5) deposited at Guilds Union
Office will procure its return!

®Now Open: ‘Johns’, Room 14, Irish
homecooking. Specialities: frying-
pan brulée (guaranteed to keep you up
half the night), flaming pie, carbonised
toast au danté. Bring your own asbes-
tos gloves and gas mask.

oSki Club: Anyone interested in going
skiing in Austria during the Easter va-
cation please give names to Ski Club,
Union Office. Also there will probably
be a weekend trip to Scotland during
next term. Names also to Union Office.
Non-members welcome.

oSF Soc members! Space is yours for
the taking! (Sorry, 2D only). Follow in
the footsteps of H G Wells and write
for this year's issue of The Phoenix.
Contributions (before term’s end) to
Sean Giblin c/o FELIX Office.
®Artists/Cartoonists urgently required
to turn ideas into images for this year's
Phoenix magazine.
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