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BEIT ARCH,10:30. BE THERE!

THE CAMPAIGN in opposition to the student union financing
proposals reaches Iits climax today with a London
demonstration.

The ULU-organised march starts this morning in Belvedere
Road (close to the offices of the Department of Education and
Science) and takes a circuitous route to Hyde Park via Waterloo
Station, Vauxhall Bridge, Pimlico, Victoria Station and Park
Lane. It is expected to take four and a half hours. The IC
contingent leaves Beit Arch in Prince Consort Road at 10:30am
this morning, although the means of transport is as yet
uncertain (Phil Cole hasn’t told us).

Pie in the eve for Don!

THERE WAS UPROAR in last week’s IC Orchestra rehersal
when its conductor Donald M Q Monro, Warden of Weeks Hall
and Senior Warden, was hit in the face by a shaving foam “pie”.
He was not amused by this as his permission had not been
obtained. As it appeared the event was performed by the
Guilds “Hit Squad”, he jokingly threatened to have Dave [}
Gayor, Guilds President, removed from hall unless he divulged ' [
the identity of the culprit. He advised people not to do it again |
as he would be carrying a dagger and would have no hesitation |
in stabbing them.

Donald
didn’t
duck!

It transpired afterwards that the hit had been unofficial, and
Guilds were not responsible. Following this discovery, a series
of mass-hits ensued. The entire BE2 group were hit during a
lecture and on Thursday evening all of the Big Band musicians
were foamed, including Don Munro! A popular theory amongst
Big Band members is that Dr Munro paid for the hit and had
himself hit so as to lessen suspicion.

Whether the week’s events are connected in any way to a
cheque stub made out to City & Guilds Union for £6 in Dr
Munro’s chequebook is uncertain at the time of going to press.
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Last Tuesday evening, (hree
FELIX reporters travelled to
Malet Street for a press briefing
at ULU on SU financing.

The President of NUS, David
Aaronovitch, was due to address
the London Students’ Journalist
Group, giving details of the
march and background of the
campaign. Representatives of
many London student news-
papers were present at the
meeting, which had been ar-
ranged two weeks previously. On
Monday, Mr Aaronovitch found
time to phone ULU and say that
he was unable to attend since he
had to leave London urgently (?).
However, lan Coxon (who is
known to the NUS Student

Journalist Conference as ‘‘cock

sucker” and who poses as the
NUS Press and Publicity Officer)
would turn up instead. This he
failed to do (no apology has yet
been received). Consequently,
the London student press were
left ignorant of the background
to the demonstration and totally
reliant on last week’s Sennet
(presently London Student) for the
latest news (obviously at least a
week old). The representative
from the London College of
Furniture SU valiantly defended
Aaronovitch “he’s a very busy
man’’. But Keir Hopley, co-
editor of Beaver (the LSE Union
newspaper) summed up the
feelings of the meeting: “‘with the
march coming up, one of his
foremost jobs is to inform the
press’.

Sparse
Coverage

It appears that the student
union financing question is The
Big NUS Campaign of the Year.
In recent years, the Grants
Marches have been attended by
fewer and fewer students, and
attracted correspondingly sparser
national press coverage. The

present recession means that any
protest on the grants issue
would be certain to have an
unfavourable reception. It is
doubtful, though, whether the
question of SU subscriptions and
college budgeting will motivate
vast numbers of students to give
up time to support a vague and
general campaign.

Despite such misgivings, the
student movement has already
won a significant victory. Ac-
cording to Sennel, Dr Rhodes
Boyson (under-secretary of state
for higher education) has been
pressured to improve the pro-
posed average capitation fee from.
£32 to £44 per student. Student
unions, university governing
bodies and local authorities had
been united against the £32
proposal.

No apathy
here!

Aaronovitch warns: “Unless
clear guidelines on future levels
of funding and guarantees of the
independence of student unions
are forthcoming from the govern-
ment, the victory we have won
on statistics could amount to
nothing.”

So be there today; it could be
the last big (?) NUS demo o
quite a while — and as usual a
huge number of 1C students will
march under the 1CU banner
(won’t we?).




—

Letters to
the Editor

Dear Sir

Having recently invested in
new canoe equipment I thought
it may have been a good idea to
bring it down to relieve the strain
on Club equipment. Now in the
light of Miss Snee’s recent
activities, I am seriously thinking
against doing so as it may have
been a set of my paddles that
went missing.

At present there is approaching
£1,000 worth of equipment not
belonging to the Club, but to
individuals within the Club
stored in the Canoe Cellar, so the
Deputy President could well
have walked off with somebody
elses personal equipment, without
permission, and with the chance
of seriously damaging it.

This situation not only exists
within the Canoe Club, but exists
in many other clubs and therefore
I feel that the Deputy President
far exceeded her office.

Yours faithfully
T James
Chem 1
Dear Sir

It was disconcerting to read
last week of our DP’s irresponsible
action with regard to her distribu-
tion of Canoe Club equipment. If
she had bothered to consult the
Club, then I've no doubt that the
CCU concerned would still have
been able to borrow paddles for
the raft race. However the
particular paddles which she
chose to lend out would not have
been the ones — firstly, they were
brand new and secondly, their
unauthorised removal meant the
loss of a valuable day’s training
for the Club’s White Water
racing team, soon to take part in
the British Universities’ Cham-
pionships for London University.

As a member of Canoe Club, I
obviously have more interest in
this incident than the average IC

person, however, I feel that it

* does raise an important question.

Does the possession of Union
Building keys give the DP, or
indeed, any ICU official the right
to distribute equipment in a
Club’s room as he or she sees fit?
Surely, this is not the reason they
have been given access to Union
Building rooms. The control of
club equipment of necessity

. belongs to that club in the person
| of its own elected officers. It is

therefore in the interest of the
Union — particularly those of its
members in clubs with equipment

_ stored in the Union Building —

to remind Miss Snee of this and
hopefully prevent the recurrence
of such a misuse of power.
Yours faithfully
Mark Benson
Dear Sir
As a first year member of the
IC Canoe Club I was appalled to

. learn ofthe irresponsible activities

of the Union Deputy President.
IC Union cannot afford to
have a Deputy President who
behaves in this manner, and I
hope that Miss Snee will in future
conduct hersel{ with restrain.
and endeavour to set a much
better example.
Yours faithfully
M Hawes
Mech Eng 1

Dear Sir

I would like, briefly, to
publicly apologise to Canoe Club
for the inconvenience which I
caused them last week.

I borrowed the equipment in
good faith, for people who I knew
to be responsible for looking after
it and while I admit I did not try
as hard as I might have to find a
Canoe Club member. This was
due to my having only been
asked on late Saturday afternoon,
by RCS Union to borrow the
equipment.

Under normal circumstances I
would, of course, have contacted
them first, and certainly will in
the unlikely event of a similar
situation occurring in the future.

Yours sincerely

Rachel Snee
(Does RCSU, namely Rich Archer as
President, intend to issue a similar
apology to the Canoe Club? Maybe one
to Rachel too; for putting her on the
spot due to their own lack of
organisation - Ed.)

Dear Marshall

As last year’s editor of The
Phoenix, the Magazine of Imperial
College Union, you may well
believe that the burning question
‘s: “Will The Phoenix live up to its
reputation?”’

My fiery reply is undoubtedly
Yes — but which reputation?

Either, The Phoenix will
disappear yet again — not
through the inability of the
students to express themselves,
but rather through their reti-

cence — or, it will rise, glorious
once more, not only as a showcase
for their literary and artistic
talents, but also for example, as a
permanent record of the exploits
of our more. illustrious societies.
With only two weeks left before
the official copy deadline, The
Phoenix finds itself on the brink of
the flame filled abyss trying to
climb out!
Sean Giblin
Editor, The Phoenix
Founded in 1886 by H G Wells
and still going strong!

Dear Sir

As you may know, ICWA has
an unworkable constitution
which it is incapable of changing,
as it needs to get 20% of its
members to a meeting to do so.
Although all the women of
College are nominally members,
most of them care so little for
ICWA that they will not either
come to a meeting, or leave
ICWA officially, thus reducing
the number needed for quorum.
Because of this, the Society has
not had a quorate meeting for
years, and the many changes
which they would like to have
been made to their constitution
have never been done, despite
attempts to get Council or a
UGM to change it (which is not
possible). As the constitution is
not part of the bye-laws, the only
other way of changing it, is to
delete ICWA from the bye-laws.
A motion to do this is going to the
UGM on Tuesday. ICWA would
then be free to write a new
constitution, and form a workable
society.

If ICWA met in a common
room, they would stand more
chance of getting other people
interested in their activities.
There are very few interested in
them now. Last Saturday, when
they had a party, in spite of
giving free entrance and free
alcohol, they only attracted one
hundred and fifty people — the
minimum that can be expected
for a free night’s drinking. ICWA
needs to become a lot less
isolationist, become a society that
people can join, so that they feel
that they are members, rather
than not even realising that they
are. =

Please come and support this
motion, for ICWA’s sake, to
enable them to become a viable
social society, rather than a
helpless committee.

Fiona Sinclair

Maths 3

Dear Sir

I congratulate you on your
editing. You made total nonsense
of my letter on Teddy Taylor’s
talk in last week’s FELIX.

The CEGB does NOT believe
nuclear power is more expensive
than other options.

Taylor believed the CEGB’s

recent costings were unchal-
lengable. This is untrue as two
articles have recently been
published in Nature disputing
their calculations and highlight-
ing -their biased and simplified
methodology.
I hope this clarifies my previous
letter.
Yours faithfully
Simon Pellew
PG Environmental Technology
Ed’s Note
Thanks for your letter. The confusion
arose due to a line of your letter being
missed oul during typesetting. Please
accept my apologies and in future
double space your letters and write
neater.
Sir
At the bottom of page one of
the 1980 IC Rag Mag there
appears the sentence ‘‘This
publication is copyright of D S
Jago”. On page three of the same
publication there is a Hungarian
Policeman joke, this joke also
appears on page 41 of the 1980/1
Birmingham Rag Mag. Does Mr
Jago intend to take legal action
for breach of copyright?
Howard Rudd
Chem 1

Our legal correspondent replies:

No, as copyright has not been
breached. The copyright byline
quoted by Mr Rudd copyrights
the Rag Mag as a collection, and
protects (a) the originality of the
collection (the particular selec-
tion and arrangement of material )
and (b) material which is
obviously editorial in character,
such as the editorial itself and
notes and comments made by the
editor. Individual items, inclu-
ding individual jokes, are
therefore not copyright (the
copyright to many of the cartoons
belongs to the original artist; hence
the individuals copyright byline
by the cartoons). In any case there
is a provision under the 1956
Copyright Act allowing use
without permission of “‘non-
substantial’’ parts of a work,
which would apply in this casc.

Small Ads

eDisco wanted for Falmouth Hall
Christmas Party on December 6 in
Falmouth. Twin deck system plus
lights and disc jockey —feenegotiable.
Apply Barney Haye, Aero 1 or Room
116 Falmouth Hall, Southside.

®As copy deadline approaches Editor
of glossy magazine abandons
telepathy in his search for con-
tributions.

®SF Soc members! Space is yours for
the taking! (Sorry, 2D only). Follow in
the footsteps of H G Wells and write
for this year’s issue of The Phoenix.
Contributions (before term's end) to
Sean Giblin c/o FELIX Office.

eWith the exception of LES BARKER,
appearing on February 2, IC Folk Club
will not be presenting any guest
concerts after-the Christmas Ceilidh
on December 8, 1980.

For those few people interested in
the ceilidh — admission will be by
membership card, ticket or pound
note. Tickets are available from the
IC Union Office.
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