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SIR KEITH POINTS THE WAY
On Thursday, Sir Keith Joseph, the Minister for

industry, came to Imperial to speak as a guest of the

IC Conservative Society. 400 students packed Mech Eng

220 and Mark Clegg, the Consoc Chairman, was

extremely pleased with the way people behaved and also

thought that Sir Keith spoke well at the meeting. Sir Keith

chose the theme, ‘The Basic Choice.’

Sir Keith said, ‘“‘We all share

the same purpose, that we want a

prosperous free society with the

minimum of unemployment. The

Basic Choice is between choosing .

a society in which the economy is

dominated by the government or

a society in which the government

provides a framework for the

economy and leaves as many

decisions about economic matters

“The economic problem of

every society is to reconcile the

interests of people as producers

with the interests of the same

people as consumers. That

problem is more nearly solved by

Capitalism, by free enterprise,

than it is by any other system yet

conceived.”

“Compared to our neighbours

in Western Europe our standard

Colin Palmer

as possible to individual human

a Y Continued on back page

Wham, bam,

thankyou ma’am!
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LAST SATURDAY, at 9:30, when most students were in bed,
and hours before IC Radio was due to go on the air, the ears
of Southside’s peaceful slumberers were rent by an appalling
roar. A witness, Mr D Jarvis, remarked: “it nearly made me
spill my tea”.

Guilds Union later admitted responsibility for the
disturbance, and issued the following press statement.

Continued on page three
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Letters to

the Editor

Dear Sir

ICSF Soc balls up. The IC

Science Fiction Society film on

Tuesday, October 9, made a loss

of approximately 23p. The

maximum estimate of the audi-

ence was about one hundred.

Significantly, nobody walked

out until the end. Only seventy-

two people joined the society

before 6:30pm. Jonathan Flint,

the man responsible, was in

Stan’s Bar afterwards. When

asked what could be done about

the high attendance, he answered:

“I don’t know what to do.... I

think I'll resign’.

Mark Jeffcock, the SF Soc °

Treasurer, made a spot decision

to keep the admission fee exactly

the same, in a last ditch attempt

to reduce the audience. So ICSF

Soc made a loss on the film of 23p

consisting of 16p for the film itself,

3p on carriage, 3p on VAT, and

1p for doormen, and of course, the

cost of publicity.

SO WHY DIDN’T WE GET A

HEADLINE?

Yours blatantly,

Telephone Bill and the

Hamiltonian Operators

PS: You can headline this “ICSF

Soc Piss All Over Opposition” if

you like.

Dear Steve

Since we do not think that the

point was made clear enough in

your front page story last week,

may we take the opportunity of

reminding IC students that the

(unsuccessful to say the least) No

Dice concert was in no way the

responsibility of the IC ENTS

Committee. ENTS members

were asked (o help on the night.

Something which we did as a

personal favour to John Passmore

(and would do it again, if the

occasion arose). As the minutes of

our previous meetings show, this

is as far as ENTS involvement in

the gig went. Incidentally, the

last concert staged by ENTS was

the Blues Band one, which was

very successful.

The ENTS Committee

Dear Sir

I must say I was rather taken

aback at the hysterical reaction

from Hamsoc, provoked by my

small ad in FELIX 562. Obviously

the opening phrase was designed

to get attention, rather than

being an aim of the Club. Let

me take this opportunity to

explain exactly what is going on

in this country with regard to CB

Radio.

In spite of being technically

illegal, there are an estimated

100,000 CBers in the country,

and I have spoken to at least 20

in my home town, working only a

ten mile radius. There is no

doubt that CB will be legal in this

country within a couple of years,

and it is very likely that 27 MHz

will be the frequency used. Even

if a different frequency is

proposed, it will be very difficult

to control the vast numbers of

pirate sets in the country already.

Talking about frequency,

there is a lot of rubbish talked

about interference. Radio control

models and radio paging systems

are only affected by the use of

channel 16 (out of 40) and most

CB users shun this channel for

this reason. We do have some

measure of responsibility! By the

way, radio modellers may not

know it yet, but they will be

asked to move up to 32 or

35MHz within a couple of years

to be in line with the rest of

Europe.

The use of CB radio cannot be

compared to the activities of

Hamsoc. The appeal of CB is

short range casual communica-

tion, requiring no training, no

examination, no licence, no

technical knowledge, no formality

(compare callsigns: ‘Ferret’ as

against ‘“G4CTP’) and very little

expense — a good CB set can be

had for as much as a car stereo

radio.

I do not propose to explain just

how CB can be used to benefit

the community, but if there is

anybody wanting more informa-

tion on CB may I recommend the

magazine Breaker (Link House

Publications, 80p, WH Smiths)

as being a very good publication,

setting out fairly all sides of the

entire argument.

I use CB as a simple form of

free speech. I do not want to talk

to other countries, but rather

to be sure of avoiding traffic

jams, getting in touch with

friends, and generally as a casual

means of communication.

Catch you on the flip,

The Ferret

(Real name and address supplied.)

Dear Sir

Mercy’s Sakes! Some people

really want to dominate the radio

waves. I refer of course to the

letter from HAMSOC last week.

A cursory glance at the radio

frequency spectrum will show the

masses of space allocated to

HAM. All CBers want is a tiny

jot on the spectrum.

To suggest that joining

HAMSOC will provide the type

of enjoyment one gets from a CB

set is quite ridiculous. CB is a

short range (about ten miles)

mobile contact system, which

allows drivers to contact each

other for traffic information,

assistance, etc.

Absolutely no illegal activity

will be carried out in the name of

Imperial College Union. Ifa CB

Club is formed, it will be a purely

social club to help campaign

nationally for the legalisation of

27 MHz CB radio. Anyway,

there are many national organ-

isations campaigning for the

legalisation of a whole range of

activities, some of which ICU has

affiliated to in the past.

HAMSOC claim not to be

opposed to ‘open channel’. This

is a euphemism for a ridiculous

exercise suggested by the Home

Office which will mean having to

pay prohibitive amounts for a set,

and this system is clearly unac-

ceptable to the majority of CB

enthusiasts today.

Finally, illegal CB operators

are certainly not bringing

amateur radio into disrepute.

They have been of invaluable

service to the Police in the past in

tracing getaway cars, etc.

Witness the number of Chief

Constables in the past few

months that have openly stated

that their men are not going to be

involved in chasing up CB users.

I have the honour to remain, Sir,

your most obedient and obsequious

servant,

Shlomo Godsi

Man Sci PG

Str

I read with interest in last

week’s FELIX article on

HAMSOC, that ‘negotiations

are currently under way to have

the Union Building mounted on

a large rotator’’.

I hope this does nothing to

eflect the position of the IGCWA

Lounge.

Patrick Coll

Maths 1

Dear Sir ‘

I think it is a shame that

Sandra O'Sullivan has resigned

as ICWA President, as she was

the only member of the committee

who had any contact with, or

cared about, the women of

College. Her attitude is shared by

a large number of ICWA’s

nominal members, and most of

its other ‘members’ don’t care at

all. It is hardly surprising that

ICWA has not had a quorate

meeting for years. If IGCWA

consisted only of those people

who wanted to be in it, they

should have no trouble in getting

20% of their members to a

meeting. (20% is very low for a

quorum anyway — all of Coun-

cils other subcommittees have

much higher quorums.) IGWA

have frequently proved that they

are incapable of changing it, and

will be for as long as all the

women of College are auto-

matically members. ICWA is

incapable of either representing

women, or of integrating them

socially (which they are supposed

to do, according to their constitu-

tion). In fact, its attempted

activities would seem to be

detrimental to the integration of

women. — why should women

lock themselves into a_ ghetto

somewhere in the Union every

lunchtime, anyway? Moving the

lounge may have upset six or so

women (and it can’t have had

much effect on Snooker Club, as

that room has always been used),

but it has been very beneficial to

the many clubs and societies who

now use the Upper Lounge. Why

should IGWA, which has a

smaller active membership than

any other society, have a room of

its own anyway? Last year, they

frequently met in the Maths

Common Room, which shows ‘it

can be done. Why can’t IGWA

book a room, like any other

society (and most societies have

to book two or three weeks in

advance to get a room at all). Mr

Marshall objects to John

Passmore ‘throwing £500 of

Union money down the drain’

(FELIX, no 563), but that is

precisely what happens to the

£500 given to IGWA — it is used’

by even less people than came to

the No Dice concert.

Fiona Sinclair

Maths 3

Sur

In reply to the letter in last

week’s edition of FELIX from

Messrs Chell, Cavanagh, and

Curry, I feel that I must come to

the defence of their colleague and

cohabitant. I can assure them

that his persistent absence from

their illustrious company has

been for a noble cause. I can

reveal that he has been taking a

course in “The Practical Appli-

cations of Biology’ at night

school, and is indeed excelling in

this subject. In learning how to

produce the pure, chaste, up-

standing, Christian citizens of the

future he is ensuringthe continued

survival of our species and should

be congratulated on his respons-

ible attitude.

Pours faithfully

His Biology Teacher
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Dear Sir

We are writing in reply to a

letter which appeared in FELIX

No. 563 signed by K J Chell, S J

Cavanagh, and J P Curry. We

feel that this letter is attempting

to discredit — to quote “their

misguided friend’ and _ render

his reputation to the disgraceful

level of their reputations. The

exploits of the three disreputable

authors of the letter (especially

those of one of them) are surely

well known to all of us, and

never was the description “‘pure,

chaste, upstanding Christian

citizens’’ so inappropriately

applied to anyone. ‘‘Their

misguided friend’’ however

appears to all of us to fit this

description admirably. We

suggest that any further attempts

to discredit this honourable guy

should be ignored.

The society for “pure, chaste

upstanding, Christian citizens”

Dear Sir

I wish through FELIX to

express my sincere thanks to

the Kensington Committee of

Friendship for Overseas Students

and Michael Sandwith for the

all-day trip to Coggeshall on

October 19. They arranged the

trip for some of us overseas

students at the invitation of the

Essex branch of the Victoria

League. The same thanks should

go to Lady Binney and other

members of the Victoria League,

Essex branch for all that marvel-

lous entertainment they gave us.

The trip was quite enjoyable

and it quite well achieved its

purpose — to meet the English

people in their English homes.

Apparently, everything was

English — moustrap cheese,

delicious apple pie pudding very

much unlike that in Southside

-Refectory, Chinese and Indian

tea (believe it or not!) and last

but not least, rain! The list is not

exhaustive because of space

considerations.

Surely the Kensington Com-

mittee is doing a great job for us

overseas students. IC Union

should give the Committee all

the necessary support and

appreciation. That’s another way

to make IC overseas students

enjoy their stay at IC. Cheers!

Kez: Tayebwa (Uganda)

Min Res Eng PG

Dear Fellow Union Members

Last term the fees for the

nursery in Princes Gardens rose

quite alarmingly. The method of

payment was re-arranged and

this year the nursery is still full

with a waiting list. I have had no-

one approach me about the cost,

although a few people have been

awarded a hardship concession.

Now, does this mean that people

are quite happy to pay this much

(admittedly for a good service)?

Fine, well the the case is put on

ice.

I am now concerned that some

people may not even have

applied due to the fees. So, if you

have a child who is not in the

nursery because you couldn’t

even consider the possibility

please contact me via Welfare

Officer — Union Office on

internal mail.

Pete Stevens

Sir

In any democratic society, the

right to freedom of expression,

when lawfully exercised is usually

guaranteed to be inalienable.

Recently, however, you refused

to print my reply to the comments

you appended to my previous

letter (FELIX 561) on no other

grounds than that you “‘felt’’ it

was not necessary to publish it.

Such an action by you is ultra vires

in view of the provisions of ICU

Bye Laws, ICU Publications

Board Articles of Constitution,

and the FELIX Constitution,
none of which by my humble

interpretation makes my right to

reply conditional on the opinion

or “‘feelings’’ of the FELIX

Editor.

If it suits your “feelings”, I

Should like to point out that you

actually mis-printed my name in

that letter of FELIX 561. I

appreciate that you could have

“felt” my name ought to be spelt

in the manner you printed it, or,

perhaps, my handwriting was

illegible. All the same, I shall be

pleased for a correction.

Meanwhile, since poor ICU

members like me at whose mercy

you draw your pay cheques as

FELIX Editor dare not challenge

the factual contents of the

comments His Overlord, the

Editor of FELIX, feels like

sticking to their letters, do help

yourself below.

Yours regretfully

Daré Afolabi

Dear Dave, thanks for your letter, but don’t you

think it a trifle harsh to propose a motion of censure

on me just for mispelling your name?

Ay for all those letters you keep writing me.

1 didn’t realise you wanted your views printed

EVER? week. The FELLX Editor elections are

in March (assuming you're not standing for any-

thing else of course!) - Kd.

Sir

Whilst I fully appreciate the

maxim that any publicity is good

publicity. I really must call your

journal to task for continual mis-

spelling of my name. Once is not

too bad, but twice (in the

Freshers’ issue and again last

week) despite a verbal reminder

between them can only be seen as

lax.

I dare say that Mr Gayer was

not too pleased about being Mr

Gayor in your headline either.

Yours (noting the spelling)

Graham Green

Chem PG

Continued from front page.

KERSPLATT!!!!!
“Forty Guilds masochists and

forty Guilds hang-overs assembled

in the Guilds Union Office. The

plan was to exploit the sadistic

tendencies of the general public

by allowing them to throw

shaving foam pies at us, in return

for an extorionate contribution to

Rag funds.

Boomalakas were held outside

Southside, in order to wake up

the ‘sensible’ students, and also

on the tube to warn the public

about what was to come.”

Apparently, they set up on

Portobello Road. It was con-

fidentially admitted that Dave

Gayer (the newly ratified Presi-

dent) did not know the location

of Portebello Road, and to quote

“But for Ruth’s (Hildebrand)

infallible sense of direction we

might still be in Notting Hill’.

A spokesman claimed: ‘““When

we finally reached Portobello

Road, we set up our hit squards.

Within minutes we were covered

in shaving foam, much to the

disgust of the German tourists

who hurried past us with ““How

could we ever have lost?’’

expressions on their faces. Rag

Mags were selling like hot cakes,

the best tactic being the ‘psst!

Wanna buy a dirty mag?”’

approach. In the end we managed

to embezzle £276 out of the

public, which makes last week’s

RCS collection look a bit feeble!”

Dave Gayor is misspelt.

Doris romps home

in fruit cake comp
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Doris cops a feel of a 4lb Dundee

LAST WEDNESDAY Imperial

College was host to the Fifth

International Fruit Cake Manu-

facturers Congress (IFCMC),.

The highlight of the event was

the European Finals of the

‘Guess the Weight ofa Standard

Fruit Cake’’ competition. Win-

ners of heats which took place. at

hundreds of village fétes through-

out the summer came to Imperial

to try to win the ‘Grand Prix de

Gateau’.

Some ladies travelled from as

far as Solihull to attend the event

held in the Sherfield ante-room.

Over 400 women, mainly trom

local Women’s Guilds, attended

the Congress and Ken from the

Sports Centre came along for ‘a

little free nibble’.

Mr Fred Kipling said that he

was pleased with the ‘exceedingly

good turnout’ andaspokeswoman

for Lyons commented: “‘We

thought that we’d bitten off more

than we could chew in coming to

Imperial. We've heard of your

Mr Mooney’s cullinary reputa-

tion.”

Punch in

the gob
LAST FRIDAY’s Freshers’

Mining Dinner ended wiva bit 0°

bovver. Les Sleath complained to

night security that he had been

‘slung down the stairs, had his

arm twisted and generally

threatened’ by a couple of rough

lads. Les escaped further injury

by ‘talking his way out if after a

little heated discussion’.
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