7686369774870 x = 18947669177995426 462773730

2465099745779

Shakuntala Devi, the woman who
can mulitply faster than a
computer, visited IC on Wednes-
day. She solved the above thirteen
by thirteen digit multiplication in 28
seconds!

Besides performing multiplications,
Shakuntala demonstrated her skills
at finding roots of large numbers.

She calculated the 5th
root of
69343957 in a few seconds.

In between calculations many.
“students in the packed Maths
Lecture Theatre asked her to
name the day of the week on

‘Rich Parker

Habemus Imperatrem

John Passmore is of academic
standing and will be next year’s ICU
President.

John was handed the chair at last
Monday’s meeting of Joint Council.

At Council, Dr Ken Weale was
presented with an engraved tankard
to commemorate his retiring as
College Tutor.
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answer.

NER-A-CAR LIVES

The Ner-a-Car is a 1925 vintage
motorcycle belonging to City and
Guilds College Union which has
been restored over the past year.

Yesterday, after standing motion-
less for twenty-five years, the Nur-
a-Car once again burst forth into

life. It completed several circuits of

College before retiring for a well
earned rest.

Whipped

Last week a group of students
from QEC took the ‘Whipping Post
Lane’ road sign from the Union
Bar. They managed to -un out of
Beit Quad but were stopped
outside the Iraqi Embassy by
Diplomatic Police. IC students
chased after the gang from QEC
and on arrival at the Embassy the
IC contingent complained that their
road sign had been nicked. The
Police gave us back the sign and
questioned the students from QEC
for several minutes . .,. while we
returned to the bar.

which they were born. Immediately
after they announced their date of
birth, Shakuntala gave the correct

Photo above: Shakuntala Devi in action

Below: Shakuntala asks students for problems to solve

Colin Palmer

Rescue

The Union transport fleet ran into
more problems this week when the
Cricket Club tour was stranded in
Bristol.

The traditional end-of-season
tour to the West Country ran into
difficulties on the first day. The
team set off from College early on
Tuesday morning for their first
match in Bristol.

By mid-afternoon, the Club was
forced to call the Union“for help.

It seems that the Union Transit
crewbus had a cracked engine
block and that it was not possible
to continue using the vehicle for
the rest of the tour. However,

Chris Fox and Martin Watson feapt
to the rescue and took a Union
landrover down the M4.

So, not only has Union Transport
been badly hit this year by crashes,
breakdowns and a financial crisis,
but Cricket Club are still bedevilled
by bad luck.

Throughout the summer, bad
weather has led to many cancella-’
tions; and when the sun shone, the
opposition cancelled. Unfortunately,
this breakdown and the current
heavy rain means that there seems to
be no change in fortunes for the
team. :

Colin Palmer



LETTER s it il s s s

stated grass has soothing properties. ' are too idle to use main entrances

Dear Colin

Inspired by the pool of intelligence

that wrote last week’s letter on the
a) hardness of concrete
b) virtues of grass
c) disgusting inaccuracies
flaunted by Mr O’Boyle.

I have decided to add my piece
to the ever increasing anti-concrete/
pro-grass/Beit Quad-sectors plea.

Firstly, | am aware that the first
aim of the designers was not that
of beauty to Imperial College
students. No: they had a larger
scale of things in mind. They
thought (honest, they did) only to
make it a lovely sight from the sky.
You know, the beautiful radial
spokes patterned out in stabs and
the intrinsic beauty of the barbeque

pits. I really believe they were

merely thinking of the air passengers
stuck over London with absolutely
nothing to do except stare with
rapture at our newly constructed
marvel.

I feel this well meaning scheme
has been grossly slandered. How
could we fall and break our arms
on grass? As Messrs Attenborough,

- Bellamy, Attenborough and Evans

However the wisdom of the design
is obvious — who likes being
soothed? Everyone likes to wake
up in the morning, jump out of
bed, breath in fresh air and get
threatened by a concrete slab.
Golly, whoppee, gosh, goodness
is it not wonderful to know that all
the decisions made here have been
based totally on concern for the
citizens of College, nay, not
College, for England, nay not
England but the world!!!
Yours with a sincere feeling of
safety in the hands of such decisions,
Perry, I even sing about it, Como
Kevin, I always play on it, Keegan
Michael,  wish it was there, Brown

(Maths 2)

Dear Sir
With reference to the letter on
security which appeared in FELIX,
may | throw more light on the
subject of which Messrs Clark and
Stevens should make themselves
aware. :

Back doors in many cases are
left open by students and staff who

after the said doors are locked. At

Physics, it is usually people from .

Huxley who come to the main
entrance to gain easy access to Beit
Hall, and once opened these doors
must be locked again by key and
bearing in mind the fact that only
one security guard operates at
weekends, the building could, and
is sometimes, open for an hour or
so at a time whilst the guard is
doing his rounds. Situations like
this occur in most buildings, and yet
the College will be cutting the
numbers of guards and messengers.
I would now like to talk about
Southside security having three
years experience in that department
on night security.

Who breaks the glass in doors
and windows to allow access to the
intruder? Usually drunken students.

I cannot count the number of
times the glass in the entrance
doors to Keogh Hall have been
smashed during the night.

The entrance door to Stan’s Bar
(which [ think should be done away
with) is often latched back by
students ‘on leaving, after it has

been secured. | once put it to Mr
Mellows and the late Mr Dawson
that instead of students having
access keys to Keogh-Selkirk and
Falmouth-Tizard entrances every-
body at night uses the main entrance
and if necessary have their passes
checked. (This would possibly have
eliminated the rape, and would

certainly help to keep out intruders.)
It would also prevent students from
wedging the doors open to allow late
friends to gain entry to parties, etc
and sleeping in the baths.

I have on numerous occasions
found it necessary to evict people
(strangers) from the Union Room
above the Radio Room after they
have been given a key to sleep
rough. After tour years on night
security | would say that most of the
non-security is caused by lack of
cooperation from students and staff,
and a severe lack of manpower.
Yours
F Adamson
Messenger Bio/Chem
PS: If you would care for a wider view
on College security come and see
me.

Good Time Had By

The Annual FELIX Motor Rally
took place on Sunday 15th
June. The event was won by a
team from City and Guilds

College Union with niney-four

points. The team members
were: H Curwen, J Armitage,
B Stevenson and S Ridd. An
Imperial College Union Execu-
tive team was second with
sevent-two points and a team
from the Royal College of
Science Union third with sixty-
five points.

The event consisted of three

sections. Firstly, each team
had to collect twenty items of
treasure. These items ranged
from a kettle to a photograph
of lan Botham to a fifty pence
postal order made payable to
IC Charity Rag. The organiser
of. the event was most dis-
appointed to find that no team
handed in a certain item — a
copy of the 1980 ‘Mayfair’
calendar!

The second section consisted
of a series of clues around

All At FELIX Rally

London. Each team were given
the location of the answer and
the appropriate clue. The
answers ranged from eighteen
inch high letters on the side of
a pub wall (Fine Beers and
Spirits), which three crews
spotted, to the tiny maker’s
name of a type of socket on a
drainpipe in the City. Sur-
prisingly, no teams spotted that
one!

The final part of the rally was
a series of clues taken from

engraving and plaques located
around College. The teams were
not told the locations of the
answers — they had to find
them. One of the clues referred
to the plaque under the Union
Archway only six feet from the
FELIX Office door — only half
the teams spotted the answer!
Generally, a good day was
had by all who competed and
finally, congratulations must go
to the winning team from City

and Guilds Union.
Martin Watson

PINBALL —

Past Feelings on this

PINBALL
UPDATED

This letter was first printed in FELIX on 28th
February 1975.

Dear Sir

During the one and a half years that I have
been at this college I have noted with interest
the strange and ostensibly emotional involve-
ment many male students have with Mr
Gottleib’s game of pinball. I would like
therefore with your leave, to examine this
phenomenon using the much ridiculed and
maligned, though basically correct, techniques
and theories of psycho-analysis developed by
Jung, Freud and the more obscure T Endur.

It does not require very deep analysis to
expose the motivation of this ‘game’. The
pinball machine is merely an extension of the
phallus, whilst the operation of the flippers
(nipples?) with passionately convulsive pelvic
thrusts is a sub-conscious sexual intercourse.
Attaining an orgasm is thinly disguised as the
‘replay’; the ‘tilt’ when exuberant thrusting has
affected the machine is the selfish premature

‘sex machine’

ejaculation due to insufficient selfcontrol. The
cacophanous bells and buzzers and flashing
lights of the submissive, reclining machine all
serve to hold reserved for the beauty of the
female body. Pinball has become a primitive
sex substitute. How often do you see women
‘playing the silver ball’ and have your readers
never been struck by the incongruity of this
sight?

I think that my observations will make clear

to many of your more sensitive readers the truly

primitive nature of the lusts and desires of
many students at our illustrious college. The
promulgation of the image of the Imperial
student as a beer drinking, pinball playing,
super virile male and the competition between
rival factions within the college for supremacy |
find pitifull and nauseous. | hope that my
analysis, the truth of which cannot be doubted,
will serve to lead those who are penitent
towards the path of truth, beauty and virtue.
Floreat Collegium!
Annabel Listz

Pinball originated in the days of the
ancient Greeks who used to play a game
with rocks and holes on a hillside.
Through the ages, the ancient game has
captivated a wide variety of participants
from seventeenth century schoolboys to
the members of the court of Louis XIV.
In 1836 Charles Dickens referred to a
contemporary version of the game in the
‘Pickwick Papers’. He described the
Peacock Tavern where mebers of the
Pickwick Club “beguiled their time chiefly
with such amusements as the Peacock
offered, which was limited to a bagatelle
board on the first floor”.

Bagatelle remained a fairly popular
pastime which still survives today.
However, in the late 1920s the intro-
duction of a coin-chute heralded the
beginning of a new era and started a new
industry.

(continued on back page)
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