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QUESTIONS ASKED IN

COMMONS AFTER IC DEMO
Following the demonstrations

by Imperial College students last

week there has been much

comment in the National Press

and questions have been asked in

the House of Commons.

Mr John Page,

beer garden?

Are they students? Are they

attending to their studies? Who

is paying for them if they are

students?”

the Con-

servative MP for Harrow West,

asked “Who are these pro and

anti Ayatolla demonstrators who

are upsetting local residents and

generally turning the area into a

JEZ
Jezebel, the motorised mascot

of the Royal College of Science

Union, has had a very busy

bank holiday weekend. The

highlight was undoubtedly her

successful and troublefree

arrival on Brighton’s seafront

after partaking in the nineteenth

annual Historic Commercial

Vehicle Club’s run to Brighton.

The day started at the un-

earthly hour of 4:00am. Two

hours later, Jezebel was sitting

outside Southside, whilst her

crew ate their fill of the breakfast

being served in the RCSU Office.

(Many thanks are due to Rae

Snee and her willing band of

helpers). Jez then moved on to

Battersea Park, the start of the

run.

At her appointed hour, Jez

moved off followed closely by a

strange looking vehicle, ap-

parently called Bo, which had

come along to wish her well. The

run to the halfway halt at

Crawley was peaceful, with a

surprising number of spectators

considering the hour!

Letters and what the papers said: page 2, The

resident of ICU comments: page 5,

ditorial: page 12

After leaving Crawley, the

spectators and traffic thickened

up. Things continued smoothly,

and the arrival on the seafront

was greeted by the PA an-

nouncement ‘‘And now the

rowdy bunch are here. I don’t

know quite what the chanting is;

we'll have to try and find out”.

Even after Sean O’Boyle had

explained the intricacies of a

Kangela, the announcer still

seemed totally bemused.

The rest of the day followed

the traditional pattern. A local

hostelry (not the Buccaneer)

was visited for lunch, the

dodgems were visited for the

post-prandial entertainment. Jez

didn’t win the beauty contest,

and the journey home involved

the occasional halt — usually

near a public house.

By midnight, Jez was safely

back in College and two veridcts

were announced.

1. A good time was had by all.

2. We wuz robbed!
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TUC Day |
of Action

London Transport Strike?
Next Wednesday (14th) is the

national TUC Day of Action against

various government policies,

particularly cutbacks in public

_ spending. One of the effects of this is

likely to be no public transport

available in London on Wednesday,

which is likely to make-it impossible

for many staff and students to be able

..to come into College.

Several of the College trade unions

have jointly asked College to allow

their members to have the day off

work in order that they may

participate in meetings and

demonstrations which are being

organised in London as part of the

Day of Action, and also so that in this

way the College can show its

opposition to cutbacks in university

education. The College trade unions

are hoping to organise a meeting in

College at 11:30 on the Wednesday

followed by a march to Central Hall,

Westminster. .

The effect of the transport strike is

likely to be that many College servies

(eg, refectories) will not be able to

operate as normal, and it is hoped

that departments will make every

effort to rearrange lectures since

many students will be unable to atend

many students will be unable to

attend College that day.

For any students who must be in

* College on Wednesday (eg, due to

ongoing practical work) and who are

unable to arrange an alternative to

public transport, the Union will be

providing camp beds in the ICWA

Lounge on Tuesday and Wednesday

evenings.

Please donate

5p to WUS

for this issue
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Dear Colin

I wish to -express my absolute

dismay at the spectacle I saw last
week in Kensington Park. It seemed
to me that a very substantial

number of IC students found

enjoyment in making an utter farce

out of an important, and potentially

very volatile situation. Not only

were they putting over their views

in a completely irrational and

disgraceful manner by jeering at
Iranian protesters, like some rioting

school kids, but they also succeeded
in drawing the attention of the

world’s media in the process.
There is no better way to dam-
age the reputation of Imperial

Collge, than to display ourselves in
such a stupid, uncivilised and

ignorant Way.

I am ashamed to belong to a

College, where more people find it

preferable to shout, jeer, and sing
inane songs about the Iranian

regime, than to bother attending
UGMs to formulate official, demo-
cratic and realistic college policy..

The fact that the ‘RCS piano’ was
also present, does nothing to

attempt to alleviate the problem,

but simply lowers those involved to

the level of their critised Iranian

counterparts.

Yours faithfully

A Sickened IC Student

The TIMES Friday May 2nd

The atmosphere near the

Iranian Embassy at Princes

Gate, Kensington changed
yesterday from farce and near

carnival to moments of frighten-

ing nationalistic fervour when

rival groups of chanting demon-

~strators faced each other in the

warm spring sunshine while the

hostages sat out the second day

of their ordeal.

A policeman’s ankle was
broken and several arrests were

made when police separated two

groups of pro-Khomeini Iranians.

Five policemen struggled to pin

down a frantic demonstrator

who lashed out with hands and
feet.

There were other arrests later
when police eased a group of

British and Americans away
from more than 100 Iranians kept

by the police in the park. The

main group of about 300 in

Kensington Road were penned

betweened lines of policemen.

A banner saying “Free the

Yanks” was hung from a block of

flats and a group of about 100

Britains and Americans led by

Dear Colin

As students of this college we

feel obliged to condemn in the

strongest possible terms the action

of various members of the Union

during the siege of the Iranian

Embassy last Thursday (1st May).

Their counter-demonstration

complete with piano and community

singing would have been a great

success in the Union Bar, but in

the circumstances betrayed a

complete indifference to the tragic

events going on in Iran and many

other parts of the world and to the

lives of those held hostage inside

the embassy. It has been claimed

that some of the policemen present

appeared to be enjoying the perform-

ance. These did not, however,

include those with the overall

responsibility for the operation

whose task of bringing the siege to

a peaceful conclusion was not

made easier by the irresponsible
attitude of the IC contingent. Their

action could have led to a riot and
their coverage on TV on Thursday

evening very probably led to the

presence of skinheads on the

following afternoon obviously out

for a ‘bit of fun’.

On Friday afternoon a question
was asked in the House of Commons

as to who these “irresponsible”

counter-demonstrators were who

made the task of the police harder.

Are these really the type of

people who can be trusted to take

up responsible positons in society

in the near future?

Yours sincerely

A Gujral

A Nicolaou

C Temple-Bird

Ian Hodgson

Kirsten Pratt

J T Czernuszka

students from Imperial College

sang Rule Britannia and the

British and American national

anthems, and shouted ‘“‘Go

home you bums”. The Iranians in

the park amid a crowd of several

hundred people retorted by

chanting pro-Khomeini and anti-

American slogans.

The students brought a piano

to lead the singing and a group of

drum-beating, saffrom-robed

Buddhists appeared, only to be

shepherded by police away from

the main demonstration.

The GUARDIAN

Friday May 2nd

In mid-afternoon after a false
report that the British Embassy
in Tehran had been occupied,
students from Imperial College,
which is near the Iranian
embassy in Knightsbridge

marched through Hyde Park

chanting “Khomeini out”, and

although police moved to

prevent trouble between the

Iranian students ;and the

counter-demonstrators, there

were some scuffles.

A policeman was injured and

was taken to St Stephen’s

Hospital, Fulham with a sus-

pected fractured leg.

— IMPERIAL COLLEGE STUDENT DEMO

IN THE

NATIONAL

PRESS
The DAILY MAIL

Friday May 2nd

There was an elderly lady of

amazing voice and astonishing

venom who bawled, ‘Death to

the old bastard’ as counter point

to every chant of ‘Khomeini!

Khomeini!, and a drum-and-

tambourine procession from a

file of saffron-clad Buddhist

monks, suffling past as much in

their own world as a drunk who

came out of the bushes, sang

‘Maybe It’s Because I’m a

Londoner’ ... and passed from

our view.

Then came more opposition

still, with the appearance of 100 -

students from London

University’s Imperial College.

Their banners invited: “Want to

die for Khomeini: Then drop

dead.’

They gave us Jerusalem, Rule

Britannia ... Land of Hope and

Glory and then the football

anthem Go Home Yer BUms,

Go home to the tune of Auld

Lang Syne, Outside the Albert

Hall and all musical life was there.

The SUN Saturday May 3rd

Under the headline, ‘RULE BRITANNIA! SINGING STUDENTS
SILENCE IRANIANS’ they printed:

The rowdy mobs of Iranians
outside the. besieged London

embassy were finally silenced
yesterday ... by a good old British
sing-song.

It came from 150 mockers -
boisterous students from the
nearby Imperial College in

Kensington.

And their ear-splitting
singalong, to such favourites as

Rule Britannia, clearly startled
the well-drilled ranks of
Ayatollah Khomeini devotees.

The students sang Go Home

You Bums, to the tune of Auld

Lang Syne - and He’ll Be Coming

Round A Camel When He

Comes, to the tune of She’ll Be

Coming Round The Mountain.

Then they gave a variation of a
football chant: If You Hate

the Ayatollah Clap Your Hands.
They also infuriated the

rapidly-dwindling Khomeini

followers by humming the

American national anthem.

Dear Colin

That South Africa (SA) already has a

nuclear arsenal is disturbing, but the fact

that Imperial College might be responsible

for helping them to develop more

horrifying terror weapons is unacceptable. »

The growing development of SA’s nuclear

technology has sufficiently worried United

States authorities enough for two South

African nuclear scientists to be asked to

leave the US and this must point to the

gravity of the situation.

’ Southern Africa is a destabilised area -

contained a racist nation (SA), yet if you

read the Johannesburg press; full page

adverts leap from the print, offering you the

~ BOMBS FOR THE BOYS?

chance of an industrial sponsorship to take

you to IC where you will learn how to make

fuel for South African bombs (Chem Eng

Msc in Nuclear Technology). Who is this

magnificently benevelont company, willing

to sponsor you in the quest for knowledge?

None other than the state controlled

ESCOM (Electricity Supply Commision of

South Africa). Their aim? To help the

development of nuclear technology in their

racist country.

If we allow IC to offer such acourse toSA

students, apart from aiding SA to gain its

own ends, we will be directly contravening

UN policy on nuclear collaboration with SA

(resolution 33/183G) which calls, ‘upon all

statesto cease forthwith all nuclear
collaboration with the racist regime and to

take measures to prevent such collabora-

tion by institutes within their jurisdiction’.

Thus, in the interests of world peace,

the Apartheid Group at Imperial College

calls upon Lord Flowers to assure the

world that no SA students will be taught

nuclear technology at IC until the

downfall of the abominable racist state.

We further expect that all reasonable

students at IC will support this demand.

Kevin Courtney

Co-ordinator

Anti-Apartheid Group at IC
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FETE
Well, despite the Iranian Embassy Siege,

and numerous other problems (such as

the positioning of the stage directly in

front of the Queen’s Tower doors!), the

1980 Rag Féte finally managed to get

underway. Although the weather was

somewhat overcast and chilly, the event

was well attended, by students, local

residents, and ‘passers-by’ who were

lured down from the nearby demonstrations

with the aid of ‘Horrids’ signposts and

sandwich boards!

I think most people who went thor-

oughly enjoyed themselves, as I most

certainly did — despite being ‘hit’ with

custard pies twice! Many thanks must go

to the large number of people who put in

a lot of effort to provide us with stalls,

namely members of IC Wives Club,

ICWA, Liberal Club, Hamsoc, Micro-

computer Club, Vegsoc, ICCAG, Selkirk,

Linstead and Keogh Halls, Rayleigh (I

think!) House, the CCUs, Chaps, Links

and the 22 Club complete with donkeys!

Also thanks to Jane Lavers and Roger for

running stalls single handed; Jazz Club

for continuing to entertain us under bad

conditions; IC Radio for providing the PA

system and the Red Cross for looking

after the (fortunately minor) casualties.
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Sold to the Baron in the corner with more
money than sense

Special thanks must go to Chris for

organising the Barbeque, and co-

ordinating the move to the Queen’s

Tower Lawn (not to mention shifting

tables, etc), Barney for an amazing and

entertaining auction; Ruth for being her

usual efficient self despite having been ill

in the Health Centre all week, Stevie for

the original ‘Horrids’ idea and the hard

work he put into his very enterprising

publicity, and of course Annie for all her

help throughout the organisation.

Steve Groves

Jo Armitage scores a hit on

Rich Archer, next year’s RCS President

I would also like to thank Alan for

running the bar at such short notice, Bill

the electrician for being extremely helpful

and sorting out all our power problems,-

and especially Stan, for getting us the

licence, and all his hard work persuading

sales representatives to donate goods to

us.

I think I’ve got to the end of the list

now, but if ’'ve missed your name off, I

assure you that every helping hand was

greatly appreciated and was vital in the

success of the event — we’ve raised over

£600 at our present estimate, and will

release the final total when all the figures

are sorted out. All in all I was very

pleased, and thought it an excellent finale

to a great year for Rag.

The following have won raffle prizes,

please collect them from Annie in the

ICU Office as soon as possible: M K

Makbul Singh, LS 1; S Smith, Chem 1

and William Cortazzi, Chem Eng 1.

. Rae

PS: I was so preoccupied with the

success of the Féte that I almost forgot

about the Fulham Carnival Procession on

Monday, in which we had a float.

Unfortunately due to the busy bank

holiday weekend not that many people

were on the float, but those present

certainly enjoyed the procession of about

eighty floats, most of which had a lively

‘spring’ air about them, and several went

back to Bishops Park afterward to enjoy

the Carnival itself. The credit for our float

is entirely due to Mike Richardson who

designed and built it, with the help of

Dave, Bryan, Tony and other Guildsmen

whose names I can’t remember. It was a

superb job for the time and materials

available, and I look forward to seeing

their Lord Mayors Show next year.

RED CROSS FLAG DAY ICWA AGM RCS AGM BOL**CKS TO ENTS
Tomorrow (Saturday 10th May) is
Red Cross Flag Day, when we are
licensed to collect from the public
on the street. Why not enjoy the
novelty of legal street collection

and collect for the London branch
of the Red Cross. Meet in the
Union Lower Lounge Saturday
morning between 9:30 and 10:30 to
collect your can and license.

The ICWA Annual General

Meeting will be held at 12:30pm in

the ICWA Lounge on Tuesday

13th May. The elections of next

year’s committee will be held at

this meeting.

For Sale
Stereo Casseiver, £80 ono. Contact

N Melling, Tizard 515 or Civ Eng

letter racks.

The RCS Annual General Meeting
will be held on Tuesday 13th May at
1:00pm in the Great Hall. During the
meeting there will be a presentation
“of colours, presentation of the Derek
Bond Memorial Award and the
election of the Assistant Honorary
Secretary. There will also be a swim
across the Round Pond andinitiation
of the new Exec.

GIG

7:30pm in the

Union Concert Hall

Admission by badge.

40p

On sale all over College.
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