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OPPOSITION TO BOAT CLUB TOUR
Opposition is continuing against the Boat

Club Tour. FELIX wasin its final stages of

production when further developments

occurred. On this front we outline the

background to the discussion and include a

letter from the Imperial College Boat Club

Captain, Steve Webb. An open letter

written by the Anti-Apartheid Group at IC is

printed on page 2.

At last Thursday’s Results UGM a motion

was discussed relating to the Boat Club tour

of South Africa. The meeting turned into a

heated discussion with two amendments

being proposed to the original motion.

However quorum was called before the vote

could be taken on the main motion.

Last Tuesday an initial meeting of the

Anti- Apartheid Group at Imperial College

discussed the present situation of IC Boat

Club rowing in South Africa. They decided

that the following action should be taken:

The Unions of colleges and universities

with major rowing clubs have been

contacted informing them of IC Boat Club’s

proposed trip and asking them to boycott

fixtures with ICBC.

All colleges and universities with Boat

Clubs are to be contacted asking them to

demand the withdrawal of ICBC from all

rowing events.

The ARA (Amateur Rowing Association)

is to be contacted, demanding the expulsion

of ICBC - the club would no longer be able to

enter any events since all are ARA fixtures.

It was proposed to present a petition,

containing the names of people opposed to

ICBC rowing in South Africa to the ACC

meeting held yesterday evening.

Yesterday a meeting was organised by

the newly formed Anti-Apartheid Group at

IC. The speaker was Sam Ramsamy

Chairman of the South African Non-Racial

Olympic Committee (SAN-ROC). He

spoke on the position of sport in South

Africa and pointyed out that racial

integration in sport in S.A. has only taken

place at an international level, not at club

level. He said that this has been simply a

result of S. African teams being expelled

from international competition in many

sports, which was damaging to the white

population of S. Africa.

At the end of the meeting, a vote was

taken on the issuing of a press statement to

the student and national press, outlining the

situation, and calling for a boycott of

Imperial College Boat Club. This proposal

was accepted by the meeting.

Those present included several members

of IC Boat Club who had been invited to

attend by the Anti-Apartheid Group.

The letter from the IC Boat Club Captain,

Steve Webb:

I feel a lot has been said about the Boat

Club Tour to South Africa. So it is about

time the record was set straight, since the

opponents seem to throw a lot of

statements and untruths around.

1) The Boat Club was invited to South

Africa purely due to its successes over the

last few years. Henley winners 1978, semi -

finalists 1979 and Southern University

winners 1973-1980. It is a performance with

which we at college should be jointly proud,

how often do you have the best college team

in the country?

2) It has been completely financed from

outside sources with no College or Student

Union help whatsoever.

3) None of the crew, to my knowledge,
support in anyway the Apartheid policy of

South Africa or any other régime.

4) That in general, people do not approve

(continued on page 3)

Colin Palmer

75 TROLLEYS AT IC

Asa result of a visit from the assistant Manager

of Mssrs Waitrose Store on Friday 14th March

some 75 or more of their trolleys which were

scattered around the college were collected and

restored to the company. There may be others

still on the campus and the Chief Security Officer,

Mr A D Dawson, has advised that it would be in

the interest of the college to publicise this matter

with a view of encouraging persons to return

them.

(continued on back page)
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Dear Students:

I. bhank you for the lovely day

Out at London. We dik ed Bi

an d 7 bhank you for baking us

Dear Colin

What surprised me most

about last week’s Union Meeting

was not that over a hundred of

the students present voted to

suspend a group of students

from Union membership, but

that a similar number (and

presumably, many not present)

did not care about what those

police state (which is where the

Moscow analogy begins and

ends) against teams selected

from a racial minority, before

racially segregated audiences. If

any of the readers of FELIX find

nothing distasteful in this state of

affairs and nothing disgusting in

the imprisonment and torture of

those who peacefully oppose the
~ individuals were up to and why South African system, I find

the museum and for Laking the name of Imperial College was their humanity very question-
US on, the feck we | Med being soiled by their actions. able.

| For those who were not there, Yours in extreme disgust

ib On the. Coach and We Saw let me explain. AnIC teamareto Derrick Everett

take part in sporting fixtures ina. Physics PG

Ducking ham Pylace- and We liked R A G

looking ot the Connons and Well just a quick word this week, but make sure you read the

9 letters — you are appreciated!

Past ‘ Last Friday’s party was a success, in that ever h t21@Krs s é ’ yone who wen
2? gel Che howses ond enjoyed it, but not enough people attended — so if you missed a

good night it serves you right. Many thanks to everyone who did

help though and congratulations to everyone with the enterprise

(sorry, Mr Spock!) to: produce some excellent fancy dress.

the Oldest Shop and the S moligs{

thehouse: ard
animol ¢ grove yor d. You may think it’s all over now, but on the contrary the Rag

We like going on the boat Fete is looming large on the horizon. It’s on Saturday 3rd May

on the river Thames and we and we need lots of enthusiastic general helpers and people willing

heard Big Ben striking3 o’clock. to run stalls. If you’re interested drop a note to me in the Union

We had a good time in London. j near Colin Office, or come to one of our meetings. They'll be on the first and

We saw the dusty road that

horses ride on. We saw the

smallest police station. We liked

| the museum and everything in

the museum.

Thank you for giving us a very

good tea at your university and
when we got home we felt full up .

and slept and we will look out for

I would like to express my

who helped in the campaign,

'whose numbers are too large

to mention here.

I am most indebted to (in no

particular order):
you on University Challenge and Val Langmuir
we want you to win and we want Chris Webb
you to know that Dixie Dean Sheila Morison
came to our school in 1911. Nick Griffin

With love from: Yours sincerely
Glynn, Martin and all the | john Tidy

children who came to London.

AN OPEN LETTER

Dear Boat Club Member

We are writing to urge you

to refuse to go on the proposed

Boat Club trip to South Africa,

and to argue strongly against

others going. You are no doubt

aware that the South African

government administers its

country according to the prin-

ciples of apartheid. The con-

sequent degradation and ex-

ploitation of the majority of the

population means that it is

urgent that the rest of the

world campaigns against any

activities which may be seen to

condone such policies. The

system of.apartheid has, itself,

brought politics into sport and

so it is consistent that we

should cut all sporting links

with South Africa.

We have reluctantly decided

that if the Boat Club competes

in South Africa, we shall pub-

licise the fact and urge other

colleges in the UK to cancel

fixtures with it. This proposed

tour can only be interpreted as

spitting in the faces of the

majority of the South African

people.

If you wish to contact us

please send a note to Andy

Nicolaou (Elec Eng 3).

Yours sincerely

The Anti-Apartheid Group At

IC.

thanks to all those who voted,

for me in the recent sabbatical.
elections, and especially those}

Wanted: Information as to ,
why John Passmore should be

seen steering a car at 30mph

over Vauxhall Bridge without a

driving license on a Sunday

morning.

For Sale: Mono portable

Philips TV, one year old, as

new. £50. Contact Farshid

Navidi, CCD3 or telephon

221-7230. :

See you there,

Rae.

Dear Rachel,

We would like to thank you so

much for the Auditory Training

Unit presented to Adam and

Benjamin on Saturday last. This

piece of equipment will play a great ‘

part in teaching them to speak

more clearly. We both thank you

and all the other students concerned

in the fund raising activities who

helped to raise the money for this

Auditory Training Unit.

We would also take this oppor-

tunity of thanking all concerned for

last Saturday’s super afternoon.

The children thoroughly enjoyed

the activities and I know that a lot

of hard work went into the planning

and preparation of the day, and the

whole afternoon was a great success.

Once again our sincerest thanks to

all for your support and kindness.

Yours sincerely

Carol and Brian Pike

| second Wednesdays of next term at 7:00pm in the ICWA Lounge.

Dear Miss Snee

I would like to thank you and

your fellow students who organised

the Imperial College Rag on Saturday

8th March, for all the hard work you

did, for the money you have raised

and also for the wonderful afternoon

you gave the deaf children who

attended. It was a joy to see and hear

the pleasure they had in tossing the

caber and in the games which were

so ably demonstrated and played. |

think the great secret was in the ratio

of students to children and the active

and able manner in which you all

communicated with them.

I know that deaf children all over

the country will have good reason
to be grateful to the students of

Imperial College when they receive

the equipment which will have been

bought with the money you have

raised.

Yours sincerely

Chairman of the National Deaf

Children’s Society

IC GAMES

The games are planned to take

place on Wednesday 23rd April

at West London Stadium near

Wormwood Scrubs around

2:00pm, with a coach leaving

the Union at 1:00pm.

Men’s events include: 100m,

200m, 400m, 800m, 1,500m,

3,000m, 2,000m steeplechase, 4

4 100m, 4 x 400m, 4 x 400m x

Ipt relay, 2,000m walk, shot

discuss, javelin, hammer, high

jump, long jump, and triple

jump. Women’s events include:

100m, and 800m and other

field and track events depending

on interest shown. There will

also be the Presidents Race.

A good turn out will make this

event a success! No athletic

ability needed to compete.

Ian Morton, Chem Eng 3

OS AGM

Thursday Ist May

in ME 220 at 1:00pm

At this meeting elections

will be held for the posts of

Chairman, Vice-Chairman,

Secretary, Assistant Sec-

retary and Recpetion Sec-

retary plus seven committee

members. Papers are up in

the Union Lower Lounge

until Monday 28th April.

a



(from front page)

BOAT CLUB

of sport being used as a weapon for political

purposes, as can be seen from

the recent opinion polls, that 75% of people

reject the call for an Olympic boycott, and

the union policy is, at this moment in favour

of all sporting contacts with all Nations,

colours and creeds.

5) That the motion of the Anti-Apartheid

Group at Imperial College, has found 300

odd signatures in several days which

amounts to about 6% of active students!!

This hardly seems to be a “storm of

protests” which Mary and her cronies have

put on their Press release to the student

Newspapers and a few Nationals!

6) That all the channels for application

were gone thro’ i.e. ACC - Council - UGMs

and there were no official changes of policy

to instruct us not to go. Now after all has

been arranged threats of retaliation are

being voiced by an unofficial organisation

calling itself the Anti-Apartheid group at

Imperial College.

In conclusion I would like to appeal to all

students at college (especially those of you

who enjoy sport) to try and show the

student politicians amongst us that we are

not prepared to be instructed what to do

and who to play against but to leave the

decision up to the individuals who play the

game.

I would also like to say that I went ahead

with this tour in the honest belief that it

would be a good thing for the college, and

our sportsmen, in general, with no infention

ever to show support for any Political

System.

Editorial comment - back page

LATE

NEWS

1

ACC MEETING

(see front page)

The ACC meeting held last night closed

after only 2 minutes. Tim Hillyer deemed

that the meeting was inquorate and so it

ended without any discussion on the Boat

Club issue.

CINA

PWP ELECTION EXPLOSION

At 8:30 p.m. last night, there were 22

candidates standing for the six posts on

the Permanent Working Party. 17 were

fully proposed and seconded. The election

is by STV and it will be held at the UGM on

Thursday 24th April.

MORE TROLLEYS TAKEN

15 more trolleys were taken from

Imperial College and returned to

Waitrose. This follows yesterdays

amnesty. It is reported that there could still

be another 20 trolleys on campus. FELIX

has had to use the Editor’s wheelchair to

distribute today’s copy of FELIX.

CITY AND GUILDS
A short article this week, just some

news about what Guilds have been doing

during the last week or so. In the haste to

report the elections a certain publicity

officer forgot to mention the events of the

previous weekend, so: The Election Rag

had about thirty people turning up to

collect outside Harrods in various styles

. of fancy dress. Guilds collected about

£480 bringing our total to £5,700. The Bar

Night on Sunday was well attended and

many good pints were drunk as were a

few yards by the candidates.

Now on to the events of this weekend.

The theatre trip on Friday was a great

success with forty people going to see

The Accidental Death Of An Anarchist.

Everybody enjoyed the play and another

such trip is planned. The East End trip on

Sunday was a good time out for a few

intrepid Guildspersons who remembered

to set their clocks back an hour, our

intrepid president got rather confused and

managed to arrive an hour early. The trip

that followed showed this merry band

some of the sights of the Near East End

and was enjoyed by all who came.

Don’t forget to hand in your replies to
the Finniston Questionnaire that you

should have all received. The reaction of

us students is important, so get the

replies into the Union Office today.

Have a good vacation.

Cheers

Bryan

URGENT MESSAGE TO

HAMSOC MEMBERS

There isa HAMSOC meeting at 12:30 to-

day, at the shack (roof of Elec Eng). They

need help wi th the removal of equipment

from their shack. It has to be dismantled

because the roof of Elec Eng is being

resurfaced over Easter because of i.

Nick Jenkins

IC STUDENTS LEAVE

PETITION AT SOVIET

EMBASSY
A petition organized by the

Imperial College Union Jewish

Society, appealing to the Soviet

authorities to stop discrimination

against Soviet students, col-

lected over one thousand

signatures. This was to be

delivered to the Soviet Embassy.

On arriving at the Soviet

Embassy the students repre-

senting the Jewish Society and

the Union were admitted and

engaged in a conversation with

an Embassy official. He made

the point that they would not

accept the petition as it dealt

with an internat Russian affair.

After much argument the

official stood firm in his stand

against accepting the petition.

Whilst two of the party

engaged the official in obtaining

the address of the Russian

Minister of the Interior a third

discreetly ‘left’ the file containing

the petition. At this point all of

the students left.

Thus, though not accepted,

the protest was lodged on

‘Russian soil’.

This protest was organised in

conjunction with the nationally

organised Students and Aca-

demic Campaign for Soviet

Jewry.

SPORTS CENTRE
VAC CLOSURE

The Sports centre will be closed between
2nd and 10th of April.

(result on page 10)


