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INSIDE FELIX THIS WEEK

SPORT AND SOUTH AFRICA

A MORAL DILEMMA
Members of Imperial College Boat Club will be -

rowing in South Arica following an invitation which

came after winning the Southern Universities

Regatta. The tour was fully discussed at last

Monday night’s Athletics Clubs Committee (ACC)

ICU has no policy against sporting links

with any country. The relevant policy states

that “contacts with individuals and clubs

from any part of the world allow us to

demonstrate the freedom we enjoy at IC

and that such contacts help to break down

prejudices, whilst giving individuals and IC

societies the opportunity to make known

their views and persuade others to their

beliefs”. However, the fear that other unions

might break sporting links with us led to

ACC strongly advising the rowing eight to

go under a different dame. This is difficult

under rowing regulations, so it was agreed

that if this was impossible they should go as

individuals, or failing this, as Imperial

College Boat Club.

Council discussed the issues immediately

after the ACC meeting had finished and

instructed the Union Executive to proposed

a motion to the EGM. The Executive motion

read:

ICU Notes:

1. The application of apartheid in South

Africa.

2. The intention of Imperial College Boat
Club to take a team to compete in a South
African competition.

ICU Believes:

1. That South Africa must be forced to
remove the application of apartheid from its

constitution and that the only effective way

to do this is to cut all links with South Africa.
2. That in taking a team to South Africa, the
Boat Club is in effect showing approval for
the South African system.

ICU Requests:

1. That the members of Boat Club
reconsider the implications of their visit and

ask themselves if one sporting fixture can be
played off against the oppression of a whole
race.

2. That the Boat Club realise that, should
they decide to continue their visit, they will
be doing so with the strong disapproval of
Imperial College Union.

meeting.

3. That should they decide to go, the Boat

Club make every effort to enter the team

under a name other than that of Imperial

College Boat Club.

The Executive meeting was held at

8:30am on the same day as the EGM, at

which a motion was discussed proposing

that the Union should stop IC Boat Club

using the name on any tour to South Africa,

but no agreement could be reached on this

and the motion eventually decided upon

simply stated our disapproval of the tour

and requested Boat Club to make every

effort to go under a different name.

At the EGM a proposal that this motion

be heard first was accepted by a large

majority. However, after the proposal

speech by Jo Armitage on behalf of the

Executive, the quorum was challenged.

Only 297 Union members were present

(three less than the required number), and

so the meeting closed.

Two amendments had been tabled. Steve

Webb, Captain of the Boat Club told FELIX

he was prepared to accept Union

disapproval, but did not believe that by

going they were showing approval for the

South African political system. He wanted

to change ‘ICU Believes 2’ to “the Boat Club

may be seen to show support for the South

African system”. Secondly, they wanted to

delete ‘ICU Believes 1’. A second

amendment was also tabled to stop the Club

touring, which, if passed, whould have

reversed current Union policy. -

Steve Webb was asked by Roger

Stotesbury if he was pleased to see the

attention that this tour was getting. His reply

was: “No, but on the other hand, most of

our supporters are College sportsmen, and

only a few, hardliners, are vehemently

opposed to us. I’m sure people in College

don’t feel we are doing anything wrong.

“I personally don’t support the Moscow

‘Olympics ban. In Moscow the government

is being penalised for government policy; in

meeting and was to be discussed at an emergency

motion at Tuesday’s Extraordinary Union General

Meeting, but no vote could be taken on the issue

due to quorum being called thirteen minutes into the

connection with South Africa, athletes are

being penalised for government policy. The

government has virtually phased out all legal

apartheid in sports in South Africa.”

So the facts are:

* Members of IC Boat Club have been

invited to row in South Africa.

* Union policy has no objection to this;

welcoming it, in fact.

* ACC and ICU Executive have requested

that they make every effort to enter the

team under a name other than that of IC

Boat Club.

* ICU Executive requested the Union to

voice its strong disapproval.

* By publishing this article, sporting links

with other unions may be affected.

One person involved in the wrangle at all

levels is Suki Kalirai, the ACC Chairman.

Last week he came face to face with a moral

dilemma; he talked to Roger Stotesbury....

Are you pleased to see the Boat Club

going to South Africa?

As ACC Chairman, I have reservations—
about the Boat Club going because of the

political implications involved in the

venture. It is possible that other unions

may try and stop sporting links with

Imperial College as a result of this and

this will be unfair on the rest of the clubs.

This didn’t happen with the RSM match

with a SA touring side?

That was because this wasn’t a RSM
team, it was a team of individuals who

just happened to be in RSM. Bearing this

in mind, ACC have asked Boat Club to

make every possible effort to go as

individuals and not as the IC Boat Club.

And if they can’t?

ACC felt if every possible effort was

made then they should be able to go as

individuals. But failing this would go as

the Boat Club.

Continued on the back page.
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LETTERS £200
Dear Colin

We are disgusted with the

attitude of most IC students,

who as far as we can make out

are a load of hypocritical

w?????s. A few people give up a

lot of their time to organise

entertainment for these people

who seem to expect it as their

God given right to have it. Then

don’t bother to turn up on the

night to experience it before

passing judgment.

For instance, take last week’s

concert by Berlin in the Concert

Hall: a lot of effort and time went

into putting on the show; not

only on the Friday afternoon and

evening, but also through the

preceding weeks to get all the

bureaucracy, etc, in order. Is not

a kick in the c???h. This is not as

if you are cramped in a sweaty '

sleazy dung heap like Nashville

or Marquee (where you also get
ripped ott tor drinks even worse

than Mooney).

By the way, the band played

excellently and everyone really

enjoyed themselves; I predict
that they will be a great success,

as in the general tradition of
bands who have played in the

Concert Hall (Def Leppard, Jane

Aire, Girlschool, After The Fire,

999, XTC, Horslips, Burlesque,

Enid (who have played here

twice), to name but a few.

You P??? ???22??s are always

asking for more bands, but

what you mean is ‘well known’

bands like Genesis, Yes, Led

Zeppelin, etc; Well, face up to the

facts, in London they prefer/no,

require to play the larger halls . . .

Wembley, Hammy Odeon, Ear!’s

Court, because the promoter

has to cover his costs. Imagine

putting on a band who needto fill
out the Odeon at £7.00 a ticket to

cover costs being put on in the

Great Hall — the costs would be

over £20.00 a ticket . .. youseem

to have enough trouble forking

out £1.00, let alone £20.00!

If for a change, you come

up with some cqnstructive,

rather than destructive,

criticism, we will be more than

happy to listen and possibly act

upon your suggestions.

Never was so much done by so

few for so many and gone

unappreciated.

Yours sincerely

Mike Furmston

Ian Davidson

Brian Cresswell

Steve Wolff

Toby Clark

Dear Colin

One of our (Islamic) society

members noticed the use of

‘God, Allah, Mao, Buddha’ in

the table tennis article in

FELIX (issue 544). I want to

point out two points. Firstly,

Allah is an Arabic word Ali-Tah

and is the name given to the
only God we believe exists and

secondly, we do not associate

with Allah any other God; as

this forms one of the foremost

principles in our religion — ie,

the Oneness of God.

Our religion teaches that we

be tolerant to all others, as

long as they do not misrepresent

Islam or try to destory it. I

suggest that the use of Islamic

terms (widely misrepresented in

national newspapers) be limited

to those who will not offend our

principles (intentionally or

unintentionally).

Yours

Y El-Saie

The Peace of God be upon
those who follow the correct

_ path.

Dear Roger

Below is a letter I have sent

to Paul Segal, News Editor of

London Student newspaper,

with reference to an incorrect

story carried by them on

Wednesday.

Dear Paul

I was interested to read in

this week’s London Student

that a motion calling for a

referendum on NUS affiliation,

proposed by myself as “one of

the two vice presidents at

Imperial”, was passed at a

Union meeting on Tuesday.

Unfortunately, there appear

to be some factual inaccuracies

in this report which I would like

to correct.

(i) Imperial has three vice

presidents.

(ii) I am not one of them.

(iii) The motion on NUS was

proposed by Chris Webb and

seconded by myself.

(iv) THAT THE MEETING ON

TUESDAY WAS DEEMED

INQUORATE BEFORE ANY

VOTE COULD BE TAKEN.

As I am sure you are aware,

this is not the first time Imperial

has been misreported in London

Student. You may also rem-

ember that last term we were

the first college to go into

occupation in protest at the

proposed increases in overseas

students tuitiion fees, but

Sennet (as you then were) did

not appear to consider this to

be of sufficient importance to

even mention it.

I would also like to ask how

it is possible for London Student

to send a reporter to our Union

Meeting on Tuesday (which

ended up at 1:30pm) and have an

article written, typeset and

pasted up, and the whole paper

printed, collated, and distributed
in time for me to be shown one at

7:00pm ON THE SAME DAY?

To produce and distribute a

paper reporting an event which

occurred a mere five and a half

hours previously is a staggering

feat which you are to be congrat-

ulated on.

Perhaps it would in addition be

possible for things to be correctly

reported in future?

Yours sincerely

Malcolm Brain

Deputy President

Imperial College Union

Dear Colin

The article about the Twenty-

Four Hour Pedal Car Race at

Bristol in FELIX 545 so incensed

me by its total bias to C&G thatI

have decided to write this letter.

Rather than giving my immediate

reaction, I have decided to wait

until the official results have been

received from Bristol so that I

may give a balanced account of

the event.

To begin with, four teams

were entered by IC. Two each

from RSM and C&G, a mens and

ladies team in each case. During

the race itself all teams suffered

greatly from breakdowns. The

RSM cars both suffered frac-

tured cranks, the men’s steering

broke twice, punctures were

incurrred on both cars and the

ladies car suffered a fracture of

its main feature — this resulting

in a pit-stop for repairs of three

and. three quarter hours. Cer-

tainly Guilds had problems too;

with the pedals on the mens’ car

and the steering of the ladies’ car;

but to say that this cost them the

race was ludicrous. There was

never any question of the team

beating Rolls-Royce Coventry

and nor would there have been if

the car had been working

perfectly. In past years, all cars

have run without problems (asI

know from personal experience)

and although Guilds have had a

much better position, they still

have come nowhere near R-R.

Guilds ladies did pedal magnif-

icently. ‘They had problems with

the car and through sheer

determination came through to’

win the title. I would point out

that in all previous ladies

competitions Mines have won

the title and should the car have

not required extensive repairs

I’m sure the RSM would have

given Guilds a run for their

money — though I feel bound to
say I think Guilds ladies would

still have won. Mines ladies made

the very best of a bad job (my

fault) and considering the very

great problems they encoun-

tered, performed very respect-

ably (Bristol’s comments — not

mine). The final results from

Bristol were:

Mines A (men): 897 (20th)

Mines B (ladies) 563 (33rd)

Guilds A (men) 737 (30th)

Guilds B (ladies) 892 (21st)

In comparison Rolls-Royce:

(Coventry) A: 1,233. The total

distance covered by all com-

petitors was 8,280 miles (there

were 39 teamsin all).

As you can see the picture is

very different to that painted by

the article in question. I would

have thought that it was the

responsiblity of the FELIX

personnel to give a balanced

report by checking out both

sides of a story and to cease this

exasperating bias to C&G.

Yours.

Richard Turner

Mines Chief Engineer

Acting Ed’s Comment: It is an
incorrect myth that FELIX

personnel are on hand to cover

all events. FELIX relies on

articles from you, the students. It

is not just here fora few to learn

the skills of journalism. Hence,

Mr Turner, it would have been

better for you to write this

information, which we are

grateful for, last week. A Guilds’

person did and I accept that the

article was slanted towards

Guilds. The Bristol Pedal Car

Race was a great triumph for the

C&G Ladies’ team and so was’

right to get full recognition in

FELIX.

FOR SALE

One circle ticket for Peter Gabriel,

Hammersmith Odeon, March 13th.

£3.00. Contact Lee Paddon, Beit

121 or Physics letter-racks.

TAMRON 28mmm 2.5 lens with

adaptall-2 Olympus mount and

filter and case. £40. Also two

Olympus pearlcorders 3201 and

tapes. £40 each ono. Contact Bill,

int 3536.

Honda CD 175, 11,000 miles,
immaculate condition. Only £230.

Contact Pat Leggett or Geoff
Perry, Mining letter-racks.

IC BIG BAND LIVE

IN

STANS

on Wednesday at 8:30pm.

FREE!

CREPES PARTIE
from 7:30pm in the

Union Lower Refectory

on

SATURDAY list MARCH

Tickets £1.30 to non-members.
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| Lae NEWS (NN BRIEF ones
TREES AND PARKING

SPACES

More trees are to be planted in
Imperial College Road. The

Rector gave his permission so as to.

further improve the visual beauty

of College.

The trees will be at the expense

of five or so parking spaces. For

the mean time these permit holders

will be able to use the visitor’s car

park and after this year these

spaces will be lost.

Roger Stotesbury adds: “The

present move must be seen in

relation to the past. The patch of
grass in front of Old Chemistry is

grass because the Rector once

said, “Put grass there”. At the time

of the rebuilding of College it. was

suggested by some that underground

car parks be built. Furthermore, it is

also said that the College had the

option of purchasing the car parking

space under the Albert Hall.”
‘The Rector’s policy of not

subsidising ‘non-academic’ services

suggest changes may be made to

present parking arrangements.

BOOKSHOP PROFITS
The Union is to continue to make

a profit out of the Bookshop. A

motion at Monday’s Council calling

for the current profit to be claimed

on the per capita was defeated.

Malcom Brain, who proposed the

motion, suggested that the prices

of staionery should be reduced as

the Bookshop was the only ‘service’

in College to make a profit. The

majority of Council felt that to reduce

the profit, for the one year that we

were on the per capita system would

be foolhardy move.

WEIGHT TRAINING
A new ten station multigym has

been bought (at great expense) and

is now installed in the Sports

Centre. The equipment is for use

by any member of ICU at a cost of

15p per session (free for Weights

Club members). For the moment,

clubs will not be allowed to book

the multigy. Please read the safety

rules on the wall chart in the

Sports Centre before using the

equipment.

Thanks must go to Chris Fox,

Malcolm Brain and Steve Gunn for

their efforts in obtaining the

necessary finance and pushing the

project through the various

meetings.

CONSORT GALLERY

A series of works by Ardizzone,

Cross, Sutherland and several

other lesser known artists on the

Second World War is being

exhibited in the Consort Gallery

(level one, Sherfield) until 21st

March 1980.

NEW OFFICERS’
PAPERS

Papers went up yesterday, in the

Lower Lounge, for next year’s posts

of Academic Affairs Officer, Rag

Chairman, ICCAG Chairman, UGM

Chairman, and ULU Representative.

Papers come down on Monday 10th

March.

Malcolm Brain, ICU Deputy President, and Chris Fox, ICU

President, counting the number present at last Tuesday’s

Extraordinary General Meeting. 297 people were present, three

less than the number required for the meeting to continue

following the call of Quorem. The next UGM is on Thursday

which will be Hustings.

HYDE PARK RELAY

The ‘unofficial’ student relay

championship will be held tomorrow, -

beginning at 3:00pm, in Hyde Park.

One hundred forty teams from UK,

Holland, Belgium, France and

Sweden will run eighteen miles each

around the Serpentine. If you like to

help, meet in the Union Building at

2:00pm or if you wish to spectate be

anywhere around the Serpentine.

PROPOSED SUNDAY

OPENING FOR SPORTS

CENTRE
It was proposed at the Athletic

Clubs Committee that the Sports

Centre in Prince’s Gardens should

be open on Sundays for use by

students and staff. Before this idea

goes any further, it is essential that

ACC knows how many people are

definitely interested in making use

of this extension of the facilities;

therefore a petition will be posted

in all the halls, the JCR and in the

Union Lower Lounge.

MICRO PROCESSORS

Professor John Albery’s working

party, set up to assess the

College’s position in relation to the

industrial applications of micropro-

cessors, has recommended the

creation of a special departmental

and administrative machinery to

foster and coordinate work in the

field of microprocessors. Further, it

says, a teaching unit, funded by a

special UGC earmarked grant,

should come into. being.

At present only Physics and Elec

Eng students receive micropro-

cessor education.

JUBILEE LECTURE |
Lord Denning will give the fourth
Jubilee lecture, entitled Science
Under Scrutiny on Thursday 13th

March. As personal publicity for
the man has been so excellent
recently College are staging it in

the Great Hall at 5:30pm.

SHOP
Simon Perry (Chairman, Refectory

Suggestions and Complaints

Committee) is anxious that

everyone knows, and makes use

of, the Southside Shop. In Topic he

writes: “Did you know that the

Imperial College shop — situated

opposite the main porter’s lodge in

South Side — stocks not only a
’ general range of groceries, bread,

butter, eggs, milk, frozen foods,

cigarettes and confectionery, but

also batteries, combs, razor blades,
toothbrushes and a large selection

of other useful items!

“Prices are as competitve as we
can reasonably make them, and

whenever possible, goods will be

sold at ‘on special offer’ prices.

“Undoubtedly the shop
provides a valuable service to both

staff and students, but to improve
its viability, we need to improve

turnover; so PLEASE SUPPORT

THE SHOP WHENEVER POS-
SIBLE.

“We wish to meet changing

customer requirements as best we

can. If you have any suggestions

for new lines, different sizes, more

convenient opening hours, etc,

please send them to either: Dr
Simon Perry (Chairman) or Roger

Stotesbury (Secretary) of the

Refectory Suggestion Sub-

committee.

ACCOMMODATION
QUESTIONNAIRE

Michael Arthur, Union Welfare
Adviser, tells FELIX: First of all,
many thanks to those of you who

have returned the questionnaire. The

replies will provide some much-

needed information and the com-

: ments that you have written contain

many useful ideas and much food for

thought.

So far, we have received about 250

replies, but we really need another

150 or so to give us the sample that

we need.

In order to achieve this total, we

have sent out some more question-

naires

So... if you haven’t checked the

letter-racks lately, please do so... . If

there is a questionnaire lost and

forgotten at the bottom of your

briefcase, please dig it out and get it

back to us. The drinks vouchers

(which you can pick up when you

return the questionnaire) are valid

until the March 4th, so please send or

bring your questionnaire back to the

Union Office as soon as possible.

By the way, don’t forget the

accommodation photographic

competition (beer voucher for

every entrant and a bottle of

whiskey as first prize). You don’t

have to be an expert photographer

to enter this competition, all we’re

looking for is interesting snaps.

Entry forms from the Union Office. .

LONDON STUDENT
GET IT WRONG

Wednesday’s London Student, in a’
moment of pro-NUS fervour

reported that the EGM had

decided to go ahead-and hold a
referendum on NUS. The article
was written by Paul Segal, LS

News Editor. Malcolm Brain,

mentioned in the article, phoned-
Paul to find out what had
happened. He explained that he
had written “to decide whether or

not” and that the mistake had
occurred later in production. He

apologised and asked what was the
best way to commit suicide at IC.

RAG MAG PROBE
Hon Sec, Roger Stotesbury, was
contacted Tuesday morning by a

reporter from the Birmingham

Evening Post asking whether it was
correct that our Rag Mag had been

banned by the Police. This, of

course, is not true. The reporter

was writing an article on the Mag

following complaints from students

at a city campus.

ICCAG ACTING
CHAIRMAN

Following the resignation of John

Whitehouse as ICCAG Chairman,

Sean Coyle has been appointed
acting Chairman. Papers are ‘up in

the Lower Lounge for the election.

BOOKSHOP
RETIREMENT

John Samworth, Bookshop
Manager, is to retire at the end of the
summer for personal reasons.


