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CHRISTMAS SPIRIT

PRIME MINISTER GIVES
A FIVER TO ICU RAG

On the occasion of the Guild’s Rag Carol singing; a visit
was made to a well known residence in Downing Street.
While they sang there, The Prime Minister, Margaret
Thatcher, arrived and donated Five Pounds to this year’s
ICU Rag Collection. She gave the money to Chandra'
Kumar Patni, an overseas student at the college; possibly
an ironic action in view of the recent education cuts which
particularly affect Overseas Students.

Guilds in good voice
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The Prime Minister making the donation

Ben Bourdillon

LEAFLETTING IN THE
UNDERGROUND

Last Friday afternoon, thirty
.students from the College went to
Victoria Station to distribute

leaflets about the proposed
education cuts. After fifteen
minutes, Guilds President Jo

Armitage was challenged by a
constable who had apparently
been in consultation with the
British Rail Area Manager. He
suggested that she obtain
permission to continue from the
area manager. but when she did
so it was refused and the
leafletters moved out of the
station to continue leafletting
outside the station. Soon they
were asked to leave station
property and the IC coffin was
carried back to IC. London
Transport refused to allow it on
the tube.

GUILDS XMAS UGM

Guilds held their Christmas
UGM on Monday and part of the
meeting concerned proposed
changes to Guilds’' constitution.
The proposed change, that voting
should change to a paper ballot,
was passed on its first hearing, but
must be passed by a two-thirds
majority at a second UGM before
it is accepted.

During the meeting Sarah
McGuiness was ratified as the
new Guilds Honorary Secretary
and Nab Kalsi reported that
£4,000 for Rag. The meeting
closed with a slide show and a visit
from Father Christmas.

RCS-XMAS UGM

During the RCS Christmas
UGM on Monday, Vice-President
Tansy Hepton reported that over
£5,800 had been collected for Rag
so far this year. The meeting also
heard Barney McCabe's
resignation from RCSU Ents
Committee and a motion of
censure was passed on Zosia for
failing to notify anyone that the
meeting was taking place until the
morning of the meeting. The
base for the three-handled pot
was donated by Chris Fox, Martin
Watson and Jon Hall. The meeting
was finally closed with a Kangola.

ACTRESS FROM STANS

Actress and barmaid Sarah
Kenyon had her first lucky break
on Monday, when she was offered
her first part as a professional
actress.

Sarah, a recent arrival in Stan’s
Real Ale Bar, will be leaving after
only five weeks to travel to Belfast,
where she will be appearing at the
Lyric Theatre in Wedekinde’s The
Awakening of Spring.

After studying with the Welsh
College of Music and Drama, Sarah
came to London to begin her
career in the entertainment
business. She was fortunate
enough to find an agent soon after
arriving.

ICU COUNCIL MEETING

The final ICU Council meeting
of this term was held on Monday
night. The report prepared by the
PWP concerning Union places in
hall, put to Council as a motion
was accepted and as a result of
this the chairmen of the Overseas
Students, Social Clubs,
Recreational Clubs and Athletic
Clubs committees, Publication
Board and Rag plus the ICWA
President will not be allocated
Union places in hall next session.

Council also decided to adopt
the adventrue playground in Holly
Street, Hackney, this having been
previously worked on as part of
Environmental Week, and IC
students are expected to pay a
working visit to the site on 19th
January. Decisions were also
taken to hold the last council of
next term at Silwood Park, the
College field station and to donate
£50 to the Action Against
Education Cuts Committee.

Following Council, it now looks
as though the censorship of
records by the Haldane Library
will be referred to a board of
studies meeting, though there
was some talk of possible action,
such as an occupation, being °
taken in protest at the decision
made by the record librarian.

The Positive Alternatives To
Abortion Society has now been
accepted as a member of SCC,
this being decided at Council, in
addition to this, the Union is to
press for the number of places
available for reapplicants for halls
to be reduced from ten ‘to five
percent.




LETTERS —

THE FELIX SOCIETY

With the thirtieth anniversary of FELIX last week, it seems
appropriate that our readers should know about the FELIX Society,
which aims to help the Editor with the production of the paper, by way
of advice and feedback. The production of FELIX is a complex
matter; not only on the technical side, viz.proofreading, pasting-up
and collating, but also in decisions as to which copy or material to
include, where to go for information and news, and how to achieve a
well-balanced and attractively presented newspaper. And that’s
where the FELIX Society comes in, to give a helping hand. Started by
last year’s Editor, the Society is now fully operational, with a full
committee and a growing membership. The committee is organized
so as to deal with most major areas of FELIX; members being
delegated to deal with news, photography, finances, sports, reviews
and liason between the other media at IC and is responsible to the
Publications Board of the Union; co-ordination is definitely a major
issue. Whilst major decisions on content must rest with the Editor,
the Society can recommend inclusion, omission or amendment of
material requested by readers and has proved its usefulness in giving
the Editor time to include important features such as editorials, UGM
reports, etc. Next term’s meetings, which you are ALL welcome to
attend,should be hot stuff indeed,so if you are interested,GO to the
FELIX Office and either drag the Editor (Colin) out from under his

paste-ups and talk to him or me.

Lars Wernberg-Mgller

Sir

| have made serious consider-
ation of Simon Jerome's recent
letter advocating compulsory
industrial experience between
school and university.

| agree that d ‘'year out’ is usually
agood idea. | would suggest thata
total break from academic work is
unwise, while day-release
courses at local technical
colleges my not be particularly
instructive either.

My main criticism, however, of
Mr Jerome's letter, regards his
suggestion that working in
industry makes you appreciate
university more. Unfortunately, in
my case the reverse is true. Quite
apart from the specialized
problems that IC students endure
to get a degree, | would probably
be irritated an any university by
living on an essentially fixed
income, by mixing with
an essentially narrow band of
society (students) and by having a
large academic workload.

Yours until G-Day
Ken Strachan

Dear Editor

Prof Bremsstrahlung has asked
me to write to you about a most
grave and disturbing matter.

Last week, two and a half years
after his retirement from FELIX,
he was astounded to read thatyou
are reissuing his biography for
sale to the public without
notifying him first. The Professor
wishes to remind you that
although many FELIX readers
may not remember him, he has
kept himself well occupied
forcing back the frontiers of
knowlege, fully justifying his
continuing status as the most
brilliant intellect this side of the

' Big Bang. Such an intellect is not
to be treated in such an offhand
and contemptuous manner. Even
worse, the Professor’s good friend
and colleague, Mr Tony Jones, is
in a severe state of shock after the
news was broken to hm by a
scruffy urchin in a lift.

| can now reveal to you that the
Professor was intent on releasing
the contents of his genetic
manipulation laboratory into your
premises, but that | managed to
persuade hm to desist from this
precipitous action on the grounds

that the proceeds from the sale of .

the book will go to a more
deserving cause than your good
self. In the circumstances, the
Professor will be satisfied with a
grovelling apology. e

Yours faithfully
Quark

Chief Assistant
Bremsstrahlung

to Prof

Dear ICU

| hope you are aware that last
night the School of Mines had a
strip show in the Union SCR.
Many people object to this type of
‘entertainment’.

It encourages men to look at
women only as objects for their
amusement, however women are
real people with minds and
personalities. Strip shows attempt
to suppress any recognition of
this fact, they instead seek to
show that a woman’s physical

appearance is the only important
thing and thus serve the
exploitation of women.

Presenting women as objects
for the amusement of men
encourages men to look upon
women as their property,
women’s bodies to be used at will,
the awful conclusion of this state
of mind being rape, a most violent
violation of women'’s rights.

Itis time we questioned whether
Union facilities should be used in
this way.

Lucy Scott
Maths 1

Dear Colin

| would like to take this
opportunity to thank all members
of IC Volleyball team for giving up
their time and (some of) their
energy to play for Imperial.
Although at the start of the term
we lost the first three matches,
once a team framework was
established we pulled off four
consecutive wins, one of which
was against ULU, and therefore
very satisfying.

Thanks go to Suki, Dave, Andy,
Marek, Lech, Henry, Peter, Bo,
Tony, Chris, Alexis and Tam for
constantly turning out and
playing to win (on occasion).

Thanks also to the other
members of Volleyball Club,
particularly Sheilagh and Diane of
IF and Judith, all of whom began
playing for the first time this term,
and are rapidly improving | should
also mention Vic for supporting
us, and Carolyn for cheerleading,
writing reports, cups of coffee etc.

Anyway, Happy Christmas to
everyone, and remember that we
have two hard matches at the start
of next term, so easy on the mice
pies! Volleyball Club meet in the
Union Gym on Wednesdays
between 3:00-6:00pm and on
Sundays between 12:00-3:00pm.
New members always welcome.
Mary Young
Captain, IC Volleyball Club

Dear Sir,

We find it disturbing that articles
should be submitted for printing in
FELIX that contain errors which
might surely have been corrected
with a little more time and effort on
the part of the author.Being involved
in the production of FELIX this
week,our wrath was aroused by one
exceedingly long article which made
us question our faith in the ability of
our contributors to write with brevity
or even inspiration.May Santa Claus
be more liberal with gifts of articles of
a less turgid composition for the
coming year.

Yours, L. Wernberg - Moller
D. Crabbe D. Everett

Dear Colin
I am writing in reply to Mr
Hodgson’s letter (issue 537)

concerning the advertising in last
year's Rag Mag. As Advertising
Manager last year, | do not feel that
the real problem has been given
much consideration. The root of the
problem is that we arein London and
because of this comparisons
between the advertising in our mag
and in two from provincial
universities are not possible.

Most colleges have their Rag
Mags printed by Mcmillan and
Graham who do not charge for the
printing but take in all the advertising
revenue (and make a healthy profit
from it). However, they will not
obtain advertising for any London
college, presumably because they
realise the difficulties involved in
getting advertising in London.

Last year I sent out rate cards to
about one hundred and twenty firms
and received less than ten replies,
most of which were negative.

In most cities, the students form an
integral part of the community, but
in London there are so :many
different colleges that shops are not
prepared to advertise for one
particular college. Mo and | went
round a lot of local shops (on High St
Ken, Gloucester Rd, Knightsbridge
and Old Brompton Rd) and obtained
four adverts. This was due partly to
the general lack of interest in
advertising and, to a large extent, to
the number of chain stores we found.

One final point is that last year the
advertising did not start until
June/July, whereas this year the Rag
Committee should be electing the
Advertising Manager at the first
meeting next term. In fact, Mr
Marshall tells me that he will be
definitely proposing Mr Hodgson as
Advertising Manager of the next Rag
Mag at this meeting.

Yours sincerely
Tansy Hepton

Dear Sir

| apologise to the individuals
about whom | made uncompli-
mentary remarks in my last letter.

- Their amusing reply puts me to

shame. Secondly, | want to
amplify my remark concerning
affiliation to political groups.
Under the present system of
automatic membership student
unions are funded directly by the
taxpayer. Hence, union funds
should only be used for the
purpose for which they are given,
namely, promoting the well-being
of students. Students are rightly
concerned with political issues
but a student union should not
support, using taxpayer's money,
organisations that are not
principally concerned with
students’ interests.

Disgusted

2.






