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THE NEWSPAPER OF IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION Friday, November 30th, 1979

UGM REPORT
The news was announced at the UGM last

Tuesday that the students at IC halls of

residence face an increase of £1.00 a week on

their rent to make up for the £70,000 shortfall

incurred by the halis due to a lack of

conference bookings during the summer

vacation. the student houses and Hamlet

Gardens, which made a profit, were

exempted from this increase but they will be

hit by the decrease in the furnishing

allowance which is used on occasions to

replace old or buy new essential equipment

such as cookers, washing machines and

fridges.

The Union Haldane Library Committee has

still not reached any agreement with the

College HLC as to the three records and the

cassette that the CHLC are witholding from

the library because they feel they are

‘unsuitable’. The UHLC believe they should

be responsible for any censorship of the

records that they buy and that the records in

question are acceptable.

After a successful challenge to the order of

the agenda, the motion on the Public Image

Of IC was debated and the proposed

ammendment that the reference to “beer-

swilling louts with latent homosexual

tendancies’ was Offensive to gays and should

be replaced was passed. A majority also

passed the motion.

The Anti-Corrie Bill motion was moved

straight to a vote, and passed by a large

majority. The main debate was propounded

at the last UGM when a challenge to the

quorum was made and upheld before the vote

was taken.

The motion On The Underground was also

passed with the ammendment to ICU

instructs that IC should atend the education

cuts protest march organised by the TUC for

Wednesday 28 November. The ammendment

proposed that the campaign should focus on

the overseas students fees increase rather

than the cuts in general was defeated.

Late News: Hall rents will probably not now

be increased (see above).

Environmental Week got off to a good. start

yesterday. The photograph, above, is ofa rubbish

collection being pushed into a hired van. The

rubbish was collected tor the Friends of the Earth

and will be used as part of a major campaign to

bring home to the world the serious wastage of

natural resourses by our modern society.

Details of Environmental Week are in Roger

Stotesbury’s supplement between the centre pages

Issue No. 536
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Week is the Special 30th

Anniversary Issue of FELIX.

Thank-you to everyone who donated

£120 to rag for last weeks Rag FELIX.

Extra Ads ;

IF PARTY TONIGHT IN JCR

POLK CEUB XMAS CEILDH DEC. 0

GYViILDs NGHEOLT TO LIE OF BRIAN

DEG Sth... TICKETS £2.50.

BLOOD DONING UDH DEC 6th

RAG WEEK
Personally, I was very pleased at the

overall success of the week, the events

being generally well attended and

certainly much enjoyed by those who

took part. It was also quite a

considerable financial success, as

although the accounts haven’t quite

been sorted out yet, we’ve certainly

made over {£1,000 over the week, not

counting the procession.

I was especially pleased that some of.

the new events such as Ragarama and

the CCU Boat Race came off well and I

hope they will continue in future years.

Next

(continued on page 15)



Dear Colin .

The External Affairs Committee

held on Monday 26 November

decided the following:

EAC Notes

1. That the advertising of the past

two UGMs has been sadly lacking

and inadequate.

2. On Monday 26 November, the

failure of the Exec News to

appear.

3. That these duties come under
the brief of the Hon Sec and/or

Publicity Officer. :

4. That Union policy states that

UGMs must be given ten College

days (fourteen oridinary days)

notice.

5. That the quoracy of the UGM on

6 November was_ successfully

challenged.

6. That the absence of Exec News

restricted the activities of EAC (26

November).

EAC Believes

1. That the lack of publicity

divorces the Union from _ its

membership. :

2. That the absence of Exec News

inhibits the efficiency and

democratic running and debating

of Union Affairs.

EAC dislikes the attitude of the

’Hon Sec in these matters.

EAC Instructs

1. The Hon Sec to pull his socks

up.

2. The Hon Sec to ensure that

such publicity is produced

according to Union policy.

This motion was passed nem con

at EAC on 26 November and has

been forwarded to FELIX for

publication.

John Passmore

Ext Affairs Officer

Sir

Yet again the RCS Boredom

Committee is on the rampage in

FELIX correspondence.

Frank James’. latest strange
hypothesis would seem to be that

CCUs cause people to behave

strangely, hence people seek

refuge from strange behaviour by

socialising with CCU types,

whereupon they are immediately

leapt on (by homosexuals?) and

degraded so that they feel

inclined to leave College.

On several occasions, | have felt

inclined to leave IC forever. This

seems to be a common feeling in

Mech Eng 2 - perhaps going some

way to explaining the high 2nd

year failure rates. As a primaeval

being - that is a mere mortal - my

basic needs are:

’ i. Food (preferably good food)

ii. Accomodation (preferably

comfortable, affordable and with

a reasonable degree of privacy, ie

not sharing a triple room).

iii. A soft, warm female.

If a freshman arrives at College

and decides that Mooneys are

awful, he doesn’t like sharing a

room in a seedy hotel with a total

stranger and that he’d better tie a

knot in it, we don’t stand much

chance of keeping the poor guy.

! don’t see ICU busting a gut to

solve any of these primary

problems of IC student life. Frank

James himself even managed to

help lose University Challenge (if

this guy is so smart etc.)

Now for an illogical change of

topic. Why shouldn’t Steve

Hutching’s letter to Colin Palmer

be published? We have been

inundated with news.about John

Shuttleworth suing ICU, so we

should be forewarned about the

next incredible waste of time,

money and energy to come our

way.

Sure it’s the principle that

matters. The principle here is

whether it is worth standing on the

letter of law for every mistake that

anybody makes. If you drove

through London without

exceeding any speed limits, you

would be a rolling road block.

Just why does Hutchings need

his back scratched by Watmough

anyway? Surely the quality or

otherwise of his photographs

should speak for themselves. |

seem to remember them as fairly

unspectacular. As for Hutchings

letter, I’d like to make him look

silly, but | think he’s done well

enough for himself.

Yours faithfully

Ken Strachan

Dear Sir

Recently various members of

College have taken thoughtless

pleasure in throwing various

items of rubbish on Morphy Day,

Exec Torture and ‘Rag Hit Squad’

outings, at STOIC members while

they are operating the portable

video recording equipment. We

would like to point out that if the

equipment were broken,

replacement would cost

‘ approximately £1,500. We would

thus appreciate people showing

respect for the equipment.

Yours faithfully

Bryan Steel

Hon Sec STOIC

Dear Sir

| have studied the problem of

those students at IC who want

abortion on demand in great

depth and have decided that they

may need to seek counselling

advice.

Their problem isn’t uncommon

amongst abortionists. It begins

with their arithmetic inaccuracy.

In many of their publications they

claim that in Portugal 2,000

women die each year from

backstreet abortions. The actual

figure for deaths from all causes

of women aged 15-44 in Portugal

in the most recent year for which

figures are available is 2,062

(source: United Nations).

Their second problem is

extreme self-centredness leading

to a belief that women have the

right to destroy an individual to

avoid inconvenience to them-

selves.

Their final problem is a desire to

be unpleasant to individuals or

groups of individuals that they do

not personally know, particularly

Roman Catholics whom they

portray as mindless morons.

Allied to this is their exclusion and

hatred of people presenting

differeing views. Most often this

feeling results from an inability to

understand concepts that are
derived from scientific facts.

Abortionists who seek help with

their problems might find the

following publications useful: A

Doctor’s Creed by Aleck Bourne: .

The report of the European

Commision of Human Rights on

the Bruggemann and Scheuten

case; The Decleration on the

Rights of the Child adopted by the

United Nations.

Yours helpfully

J Stanley

Dear Ed

_ In a strange way Disgusted of

Tunbridge Wells is right. For

myself, as the Corrie Bill is close

to my heart, | would like to see

something done. The proper way

is not through slanging matches

at UGMs, but at Christmas tea

parties, so | hereby invite Miss

Clark and crew to a discussion

over mince pies. | suggest in the

Bot Zoo Common Room one

evening, if she would contact me

to arrange a time.

Love

J Evans

Physics 1

Dear Sir

| realise that a great deal will

probably be said about those who

helped at Carnival, but | felt that

my own band of helpers did such

an incredible job, that | had to:

thank them directly for the effort

that they put in. So, Steve

Carpenter, Anne Evans, Mary

Freeman, Chris Geary, Lesley

Horrocks, Jez, Mary Johiffe, Mary

Morrison, Mika Nakimura, Sue

Newson, Laurie Tomlinson,

Melanie Vaughan, Diane Williams

and of course lan Taylor,

THANKS.

Ruth Hildebrand

Aero2

Dear Sir

Having been at Imperial College

since the beginning of October,

and having listened to the ‘Frank

James on CCUs’ debate ever

since, it appears the problem is

one of maturity, or the lack of it, of

students and their respective

CCuUs. | would suggest this is not

the fault of the student or the

CCUs, but the fault lies in the

system that allows direct entry to

(any) university from the 6th form.

The choice of going directly to

university from one’s 6th form

(which is the majority case for

most prospective students) is, |

feel, asoft option which allows the

student to avoid the real world for

an extra three or so years.

The solution, as | see it, is to

stop direct entry and replace it

with compulsory deferment for

one, or preferably two, years.

During this time away from the

education system, the potential

student would have a greater

opportunity to broaden his/her

mind and come intocontact witha

wide range of people from all

walks of life (there is life beyond

mining, engineering and science,

actually). Also, working during

this one or two year’s ‘off’ is good

experience as it destroys any

illusions that one may have about

the world outside of education

being a nice, easy place to have to

exist and consequently makes

you appreciate university more.

Before I’m shot down by anyone

who thinks | am old before my

time, boring etc, bear this in mind:

most, if not all, of my _ ex-

workmates (yes, | was at work for

over two years before joining

Imperial) show a maturity that few

students | have seen attain, and

yet are still able to enjoy

themselves down the pub, have

fun and lead as full a life as

possible without being B-O-R-I-

N-G. They are also of the opinion

that some (not all) of the activities

of the CCUs are “pathetic”,

“moronic” etc, although they do

agree that the CCUs do some

good (I give them a balanced view,

you see).

Thus, to re-iterate what | said,

earlier, it is not the students or the

CCUs who are to blame for their

lack of maturity, it is the systems

fault for not allowing them to

attain it.

Yours sincerely

Simon Jerome

Dear Sir

Thank God for the new

expensive tills in the refectories.

Once the cashiers have got the

hang of them, and the queues are

shortened (instead of getting

longer) diners can be out of the

place quickly enough to survive

the experience of the expensive

food.

Yours (Tunbridge Welled - No,

that wasn’t me)

Mick Berry
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NOT A UGM REPORT

This report of the Union General

meeting held last Tuesday is entitled Not

a UGM Report

WASHOUT

A wash down every eight years, with a

new coat in between, is all residents in

the Halls can expect in the future!

Further more there will be no more

sewing machines and student houses

will have problems buying fridges.°

In case you are still confused, just

remember: the Halls made a loss in the

summer when students were not here

(but Mooney breakfasts were

compulsory for conferences), whereas

Hamlet Gardens and the Houses madea

profit (with no Mooney breakfast), so

clearly the Hall residents (who have just

moved in) have to pay more particularly,

since they are mostly first years, they are

not aware of the 22% increase they have

already had this year. Perhaps we

should really) blame Refectory

Committee (last year’s) and ask them for

£1.00 each, .or £70,000 (whichever is

greater!).

HALDANEL

The meeting heard of the censorship

being operated in Haldane L—————

against records being bought by

st——-—-—ts. Most people agreed that

this policy was a load of excrement.

DEMOCRACY AND DISRUPTION

After the Executive reports and the

election for ULU SCR (who?), the

motion everyone had been waiting for

was moved first on the agenda. The

motion concerned the Executive

responsibility for IC’s failure on

University Challenge (or was it the

mascot’s fault?). Two attempts were

made to subvert the course of

democracy and get the meeting to revert

to serious business, both were

decisively quashed.

Before the motion was passed, the

anti-gay remarks were at least deleted,

though | did expect someone from the

Left to delete the one sexist remark

concerning the need for more women at

IC to help the team score. They could

perhaps have inserted: “To encourage

socialogy students in order to get more

Marx” but that would perhaps given too

much of a different Engel on the subject.

AGAINST THE CORRIE BILL

At last the motion against the Corrie

anti-abortion bill was passed. Although

we siill don’t know whether Merche

Clark was ever unborn, we did learn
(from a gentleman who was definately

born) that women can’t be trusted to

control their own bodies because they

are forced into abortions by

unscrupulous men (who are the real

ones who support abortions). But then

women never have known their own

minds.

CUTS OUT, DEMOS IN, HUMAN
RIGHTS ADJOURNED

The final motion passed was on

education cuts when a representative of

the Conservative party failed to limit the

motion just to the issue of overseas

students fees. By now ICU will already

have gone underground and

demonstrated but Human Rights

remained undiscussed, but on the

agenda.

IC LADIES XV vs UC LADIES XV:

4-10
-

The first ladies match of the season took

place at Harlington last Sunday morning. For

anyone expecting to see a farce, there was a

great disappointment, for this match was

played at a surprisingly high standard and

both teams put on a more than competant

exhibtion of rugby football.

@

Under the lawful eye of referee, “I didn’t

mean it” Gunner, UC kicked off. Immediately,

IC made use of their superior backs and

launched a counter attack, which eventaully

broke down on the UC 25yd line. Although it

was clear that the UC pack were stronger

than ours, we were able to obtain good

possession through some excellent tackling_

by the whole team and some inspired rucking

by our pack. This hard work eventually led to

a try, when Thunder Thighs made, a blind

break and beat two tackles for a fine try. The

conversion attempt by Cornetto was unlucky

to just scrape the outside of the post.

After the restart UC began to win their

share of possession, but they were stunned

at the tackling ability of the whole IC team;

Hotlips Hood, Animal and Happy Hooker, to

name just a few. Due to this superb tackling,

IC were able to set up some good attacking

moves thorugh the fly half, Dodger. This led

to some fine runs from wingers, Dosser and

Cornetto. Smurf and Streaker also showed

their class in the centre with Streaker

showing her legs on more than one occasion.

She was unlucky to fall two yards short of the

line after one particular run that even Horror

Smart would have been proud of. So the first
half ended with IC unlucky to have only four

points on the board. P
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During the second half, UC put our tryline

under a lot of pressure, but our defence stood

firm until, after a line out, the ball bounced

right to their number eight to dive over for a

try. From the restart UC again, put our

defence to the test and it was not until twenty

minutes that UC managed to score again,

througha fine individual run by their winger.

Many teams would have given up at this point,

but not IC Ladies: Under the driving

leadership of Smelly Shirley, they put in a

tremendous fight back and throush some

inspired kicking by Hotlips and some

determined forward play, IC were on the

brink of scoring when the final whistle blew.

So the match ended in defeat for IC Ladies,

but the performance of the whole team, in

every respect, was something to be proud of.

Great try Ladies!!

The painting that was taken frorn the Bot Zoo

Common Room has still not been returned. The loss

of the painting is extremely embarassing to the

college as it was on loan from a good.friend of TC. :

tibdddd
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IC STUDENTS ATTEND EDUCATION

CUTS PROTEST MARCH :

A contingent of IC students including

Deputy President of |CU, Malcolm Brain took

part in the education cuts protest march on

Wednesday.

The massive gathering of trade unions,

colleges and universities (including

Lancaster, Bath, Susses and Essex), schools

and left-wing political parties began to move

off from Hyde Park nearly on schedule

although, due to the large numbers present,

the IC contingent did not leave until after

4:00pm.

The first union groups arrived at the

House of Parliament at about twenty past

three and from that time anyone walking back

along the route of the march encountered an

almost continuous procession of people,

banners and placards. They would also have

been leafletted, pressured to buy various left-

wing newspapers and have heard the

intermittent. chants. The march was

followed by a lobbying of MPs.


