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Lord Flowers, Rector of Imperial College of Science and Technology, in his

Commemoration Day address yesterday called for selectivity in making public

expenditure cuts in higher education. Stating that there are a few too many

universities and far too many polytechnics Lord Flowers argued that some

must go in order that others shall jive ....

‘If Imperial College is ... chosentogo...

that would be better than that we all

sink into the morass of mediocrity.’
At a well attended Commemoration Day

Ceremony, the Rector, Lord Flowers spoke

out against the proposed education cuts.

He called it “Distasteful discrimination”

which would make our partnership in

Europe harder to acheive. The effects of°

charging the full fees to Overseas students

are numerous. ‘It removes opportunities for

postgraduate work from poorer students of

the Third World. It belittles the substantial

contributions these students have made to

our research. It is wrong,’ stated Lord

Flowers. Professor Abdus Salam, who

recently gained the Nobel prize for physics,

Started off as an overseas student at

Cambridge.

He added that “! do not question the

necessity to reduce expenditure. | do not

protest that universities should all

understand what it means in realistic terms.

‘In a drought you have to channel the

available water to where it will do most

good. Some crops must perish in order that

others shall survive. You have to be

selective. During the coming months we

shall therefore be looking most carefully at

our courses, at our research. activities, at

Our support services, even at whole

departments, to see whether they should all

continue. Unless we are selective there can

be no vitality, no growth, nor even the

maintenance of éxcellence where as a

college we have most to offer.”

“But the main task of selectivity lies

elsewhere. It lies with the Government and

with the Universtty Grants committee. The

fact is that there are a few too many

universities in this country, and far too

many polytechnics. Some must go in order

that some must live. If Imperial College is

chosen to go, so be it. Even that would be

better than that we all sink into the morass

of mediocrity.”

At the presentation ceremony, itself, 383

Students were granted Associateship of

City and Guilds, 388 of the Royal College of

Science and 110 of the Royal School:of

Mines. Five people, including Jean-Jacques

Baron, “Mickey Davies and Sir Monty

Finniston, were made Fellows of Imperial

College.

FULL TEXT OF THE

COMMEMORATION DAY

ADDRESSES ARE ON

PAGES 10 & 11
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Dear Sir,

ICU does it again! Any credibility

still left, must surely have floated

out of the window now with the

news that ICU is fighting the

government. How spectacular a-

methed. An occupation! Sit-in in

the senior dining room. What

disruption - what chaos! The

government trembles - surely with

such a convincing opposition, it

must fall. Yes, the government will

be brought to its knees by ICU’s _

occupation.

Like hell! The only lasting effect

this farce is going to have will be

to make this college the laughing

stock of the education system. If

ICU is going to protest at

anything, then for Pete’s sake -

MAKE THEM SENSIBLE PRO-

TESTS - ones which actually

stand a chance of working.

Yours sincerely,

R J Glass

Mech Eng 2

Dear Sir,

Apparently IC Radio announced

in their news bulletin last week,

that Colin Palmer had not been

proposed for the sabbatical post

of FELIX editor.. On Friday,

October 12th, at 11:00am, I signed

the nomination papers as his

proposer. | have several witnesses

to this. Roger Stotesbury has

verified that Colin had twenty

seconders (not fifteen, as stated

on IC Radio).

Yours,

Jill Dawson

Dear Sir,

Last year we voted for a balanced

union under Chris Fox. However,

the evidence of the last union

meeting suggests that we were

badly misled. At the time of the

election, Mr Fox made it quite

clear, implicitly if not explicitly,

that the union should represent

the true wishes of the majority of

students at IC.

Does Mr Fox really believe that

this majority wishes to be

associated with such a pointless

and self-indicting action, as the

occupation of the senior common

room.

While agreeing with the general

feeling of the motion, we feel that

the action proposed can only

damage the reputation of IC and

can have no useful outcome.

Yours sincerely,

D Cornwell and A Gardam

Mech Eng 2

Dear Colin,

We are disgusted! We were

sitting in our flat on Saturday

night and we read about a concert

in the concert hall, so we went.

.We paid two pounds eachfor this

‘pleasure’, when we could have

gone to any number of London

pubs to hear a far better band ina

far better environment.

We respectfully suggest the

sacking of IC ENTS committee or

a maximum price of seventy-five

pence for any concert in future.

This was a rip-off!

Yours sincerely, .

Mike Speight/Jim Cantle

Chem Eng II

Dear Colin,

As a customer of the Nat West

bank in college, for many years

now, | have noticed thatis getting

increasingly difficult to use this

facility without having to wait for

excessively long periods. Even

the introduction of the quick

service till and the mail box have

failed to improve the situation.

This is particularly noticeable on

Friday afternoons and_ lunch-

times, when it is exceedingly

difficult to get:in the doors. | feel it

is about time the bank’s premises

were extended to cope with the

increasing demand.

J S Whitehouse

(Eds note: many people have

agreed with Mr Whitehouse’s

comments.)

Dear Editor,

| am writing to you concerning

the report on the UGM, which

appeared in last week’s FELIX. |

shall not comment on the general

quality of this report, but | am

however, very concerned about

the paragraph, which referredtoa

heckler. The reason is, that | was

in fact, the heckler mentioned,

and | most certainly did not say or

imply what was reported. | knowa

number of people did not hear all

of what | actually said, so for the

record, for those who did not hear

the full text of my statement, here

it is: “l wonder if the Irishmen who

put bombs under cars would

agree.” | never used the word

racism and certainly did not

imply, that the troubles in Ireland,

give us the rightto make fun of the

Irish race. The reason why | in fact

made the statement in the first

place is that, to me, racialism is

independent of the actual race in

question, so an Irish joke is also

racialist, like a joke about an

Indian or a Jew. Therefore | could

not understand why the speakers

seemed to accept the Irish jokes

and not the other racialist and sick

jokes, that appear in this year’s

ICU Rag Mag. | did vote in favour

of it being banned and feel the

Editor, in the future should be

answerable to the Union Exec. As

what he produces, will help to give

a good or bad name to IC

students.

| feel for too long, the British

have aimed a large proportion of

their jokes at the Irish and if this

stopped, perhaps it could help

remove the anti-British attitude,

that occurs in some Irish people,

both inside and outside Ireland.

Then, with a bit more under-

standing between both peoples,

the tragic troubles in Northern

Ireland could be solved, much

earlier than seems likely at

present. ;

| apologize to anybody who

might have misunderstood the

part of my statement they heard

and been offended by it. | will, in

future, keep*my mouth shut and |

hope that FELIX reports, contain

~ only accurate and not misleading

sections, as this one failed to do.

Yours sincerely,

lan Prosser

Chem Eng 3

Dear Colin,

Re the letter by JC Pearson on

foreign student’s fees (sorry to

labour the point, but....). Guys

with ideas like Pearsons are the

most depressing thing about IC.

Take the first paragraph, he

makes it quite clear from the start

that his first concern is himself

and that “matters of direct

concern to students” are the only

ones worth worrying about. It |

seems to me that many, if not most

IC students seem to care about

little more than the size of their

grants, because this directly

affects the amount of beer they

can pour down their alimentary

canals on pub crawls and pub

nights. Most rag stunts are

glorified open air parties where

sundry idiots can pratt about to

their hearts content, and , except

for a few great guys who reason,

the students who go on the four-

legged races etc., see the raising

of money as a side issue of little

concern to them.

| cannot comment on the ‘facts’ |

about student fees, as most

sources seem to be out to bend

them to suit their point of view.

But talking on issues only:

compare the few millions spent

on or gained from_ foriegn

students with the thousands of

millions spent on foreign aid, sois

overseas aid wrong?

How many people recently have

said in one sentence what a

shame it is that the people of

Zimbabwe and many other third

world countries cannot run their

own societies due to lack of

education, and in the next

denouncethe supposed financing

of overseas students.

And lastly Mr Pearson say's that

this all comes out of taxpayer's

money, but | don’t see too many

taxpayers dying of malnutrition or

sleeping twelve and thirteen to a

one room shack. Come on,

college is not an ivory tower, noris

Britain for that matter. Third

World future is our future. Let’s

see more overseas aid, more

overseas students, but most of all

more ACTION.

John Waterworth

Physics 1

Dear Colin,

Re Mr Pearson’s letter about the

student fees. | would like to point

out that there are two views

regarding this point: the

governments and that of

UKCOSA and NUS. Mr Pearson’s

view is based on the government's

view of the ‘full economic cost’.

The view taken - by NUS and

UKCOSA is that overseas

students shuld be charged

marginal costs. This is based on

the concept that the education

system is designed for the home

students and that the overseas

element represents extra students

‘on the margin’ and it is logical to

use marginal rather than average

costing in the fees analysis.

According to this, overseas

students bring in £50million per

year to subsidize the British

economy.

| think it is about time the two

opposing parties got together and

decided what the full economic

implications are for housing

overseas students in Britain.

At the moment universities’

grants are goingto be cut in direct

proportion to the number of

overseas students that they take

in, thus forcing universities to

charge the ‘full economic cost’.

This would lead to a drastic

reduction in the number of

overseas students (and govern-

ments) who would be able to

afford these fee levels (£2,350 per

student).

Yours sincerely,

M Fernando

Dear Colin,

Having seen an approximately

4”x4” photograph of Professor

Abdus Salam, semi-pasted onto

your prototype cover last week

(two days before printing), | was

disappointed, nay disgusted to

find that only the four and a half

line article appeared on the final

print.

| sincerely believe that the great

achievement of an IC professor

being awarded the Nobel Prize for

Physics, should have been given

more coverage in what is, after all,

IC's most widely read publication.

With two pages of letters and a

large advert for IC’s ‘news

service’, | am sure that alternative

space for the eventual bottom-

right corner article could have

been found.

Yours, until | unify the strong

nuclear force with gravity,

Peter Hewkin

Ed - A Press: release, from

Stockholm, arrived after we had

gone to press.
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WHAT’S ON

Friday 26 Oct

CONSERVATIVE SOCIETY GENERAL

MEETING at 12:30 in Mech Eng 569.

CHINESE SOCIETY FILM SHOW of ‘Big

Family’, a Kung Fu film and ‘Sino-Japanese

War (1895-96)’, a war film will be shown in

Mech Eng 220 at 6pm. Admission 50p to

members and 60p to non-members. :

IC CHRISTAIN UNION, ‘The Bible for

Study?‘ M Lloyd-Jones in the music room at

53 Princes Gate at 6:30pm.

ENTS DISCO in the Union lower lounge at

8:30pm. Admission 30p.

Saturday 27 October

IC ENTS PRESENT & WORLD SERVECE in

the Union great hall at 8pm. Admission £1 in

advance or £1.50 at the door.

ENTS GIG, 64 SPOONS AND WORLD

SERVICE at 8pm_in the Union Great Hall.

Admission £1 advance or £1.50 on the door.

Sunday 28 October

MARCH AGAINST THE CORRIE BILL meet

outside Beit Archway at 11:30 or Speakers

Corner 12:00-12:30.

Tuesday 30 October

STOIC TRANSMISSION at 1pm in JCR,

. Union TV Lounge, Southside Lower TV

Lounge and Beit and Southside Halls on

Channel 21 of BBC programmed, ‘La Dame

aux Gladiolas’ with Barry Humphries as

Dame Edna Everage. ;

ASSOCIATED STUDIES LECTURES

From Darwinism to Hitlerism: Science and

Myth in European Racialist Ideology by

Professor Micael Biddiss in the Read Theatre,

Sherfield Building at 1:30pm.

Giotto: the Arena Chapel and the Visual

Dream by Professor John White in the

Pippard Theatre,

1:30pm.

Sherfield Building at

CONSORT CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

* LUNCHTIME PROM at 1:00pmin the Consort

Gallery, Sherfield Building.

RIDING CLUB MEETING between 1-2pm in

Room 1110 (level 11) Elec Eng.Rides booked,

club activities discussed.

MOPSOC LECTURE, ‘Physics and

Conciousness’ by Mr C D Curling (Kings) in

Physics lecture theatre 3 at 1:15pm.

FILM: ‘PLEASURE AT HER MAJESTIES’, a

review including Monty Python, the Goodies,

Peter Cook and Eleanor Brom at 6:30pm in

Mech Eng 220. Price 25p.

FILM: ‘NETWORK’ shown at 5:30 and 8:30 at

Tuke 97, Bedford College. Admission 25p for

the early show and 30p for the late show.

COMMUNIST SOCIETY MEETING ON

IRELAND at 6:30pm in the ICWA Lounge.

MOUNTAINEERING CLUB SLIDE SHOW in

Physics lecture theatre 2 from 8pm.

RBS NITE OUT, at the Dicken’s Inn, St.

Katherine’s Dock. Meet Bernard Sunley

House TV Room 7:30 or at the Dickens from

8pm.

PHOTOSOC SLIDE COMPETITION mainly

for 2x2 colour slides. Judge Mrs Norah

Batchelor. Details on Photosoc noticeboard.

Wednesday 31 October

OPEN ACTION MEETING to fight cuts at

1pm in Union Building.

ARABIC CLASSES by Islamic Society begin

at 7pm in Zoology G1.

RAG COMMITTEE MEETING at 7pm in

ICWA Lounge. Everyone welcome.

Thursday 1 November

NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY LECTURE by

Ken Mellanby on Moles. at 12:45 in Bot

basement lecture theatre. Tea and biccies

provided. Free.

ASSOCIATED STUDIES FILM: Charles 1 in

the Great Hall, Sherfield Building at 1:15pm.

ASSOCIATED STUDIES LUNCH HOUR

CONCERT with Takashi Shimizu on violin

and Gordon Back on piano in the Music

Room, 53 Prince’s Gate at 1:30pm.

STOIC TRANSMISSION: at 1pm and 7pm.

This week’s ‘Newsbreak’ has a competition

with a five pound record token as the prize.

LIFE IN ISRAEL LECTURE in Maths 341 at

1:15pm.

ENTS FILM: ‘Playgirls and the Vampires and

the She Demons’ in Mech Eng 220 at 6:30pm.

Admission 30p.

ANDY CRONSHAW AND HIS ELECTRIC

ZIPHER play the Bedford College Folk Club

at 8pm in the Oliver Bar. Admission is 70p and

SU cards are required.

Friday 2 November

ENTS AND FRENCH SOC DISCO AND

GROUP at 7:30pm in the Union Concert Hall.

Admission £1.20 to members and £1.50 to

non-members.

DISCO (and possibly the band, the

‘Speedometers’) in Bedford College Union

Common Room at 8:00pm. Admission 60p for

disco and £1 for gig and SU cards are

required.

Saturday 3 November

Zones gig cancelled.

Thursday 8 November

RECREATION CLUBS COMMITTEE

GENERAL MEETING at 6:30pm in the Senior

Common Room. All RCC chairmen should

attend.

Friday 9 November

LATIN-AMERICAN SOCIETY TALK about

the present situation in Nicaragua in Chem

Eng lecture theatre 2 at 12:45pm. Also Latin

American ‘Fiesta’ in the lower refectory,

Union Building at 7pm. Admission £l.

IC POLISH SOCIETY POLISH SOCIETY

VODKA PARTY at 7:30pm in Bot Zoo

Common Room. Tickets from Jen in Union

Office.

TWO DAYS TO SPARE?

NEED EXTRA CASH?

If you are free at the end of

October and would like to do

some stocktaking work,

contact Angela Dashwood

Arcs at MANPOWER Ltd, the

work contractors

Telephone: 741-1192

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

Superb luxury house in Ealing. Single room,

share house with four others. £20 per week

plus expenses. Ring Linda Williamson, 493-

8030 ext 156 during the day or 456-1658 in the

evenings.

PRESENTATION OF

AMBULANCE

NOON ON TUESDAY

OCTOBER 30TH ON THE

QUEENS LAWN

The Rector will present the Red

Cross ambulance on behalf of IC

to the president of the London

Branchof the British Red Cross

Society.

COME AND SEE THE 1978 RAG

COLLECTION AMBULANCE

HANDED OVER.

RAG MAGS ARE NOW

ON SALE

Again! 25p from IC Union

Office or CCU Offices

THE PHOENIX

The Phoenix, magazine of

Imperial College Union

requires contributions. They

may be poetry, short stories or

factual articles on any subject.

In fact, anything goes!

Please contact S J Marshall

via the Chem 3 letteracks or

via the FELIX office, if you feel

that you would like to talk

about your contribution prior

to starting it, and for

submission of articles.
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Dear Sir,

Jon Marsden and Jon Fewtrell

might.be interested to note that,

contrary to ‘heir misguided

assertion in FEL:X last week, not

all who supported the occupation

motion did so as they suggested

(ie by preparing themselves to

miss lectures for as long as

deemed necessary), but that for

many it was a spontaneous

response to a most Critical issue. |

like many others, had no

preconceived notions of the

meeting’s outcome, but felt

compelled to react in this way io

the Conservative assault on our

country’s educational values.

However, the brunt of my

disapproval must fall on Richard

Wormsley whose attack on Chris

Fox’s action can only be

construed as vociferous support

for these intolerable government

policies. | would ask him; does

any mandate, regardless of size,

give any government, regardless|
of politics, the right to wield its

legislative axe unchallenged,

even if it does so with the blind

thrashing of the present

government. The answer is simply

a vigorous NO, for otherwise a

path would be laid conducive to

dictatorial leadership.

We have been confronted with

policies which are founded in

social injustice rather than

economical necessity. Educa-

tional elitism has found a

resurgence initiated by sweeping

educational cuts opposed only by

a financial influx into the private

education sector. Foreign

students are tambasted by

proposed massive fee increases

as Britain slams shut the door on

educational advancement = on

anything other than on a purely

introspective, national level.

Those cuts threaten to erode the

British educational system whilst

juxtaposing it with one founded

on privilege. The economics of

the cuts are ridiculed by the

insidious and massive proposed

increases in defence expenditure.

If in the light of these proposals,

the students of this college still

feel indebted to apathy, then on

their own conscience is_ this

country’s future. Otherwise

support our Union’s attempts at

mobilizing student and public

opinion. IC may yet catalyse

feelings that this government

cannot suppress and successfully

force them, by popular opinion, to

step down on the issues in

question.

Robert Wilson

Pet Eng2

Sir,

Re: The current Rag Mag.

As editor of this outstanding

entity, | was shocked, nay mildly

stunned, to witness the total

collapse of sensibilities within this

college. Some particularly nasty

individuals seem to have leapt

upon the bandwagon: “Let’s ban

this sexist, racist and depraved ©

publication, especially the

volkswagon joke.”

Firstly, | disagree that this label

applies and secondly, | have

neither the time nor the biro ink to

spare on the subject of Rag Mag

material; after all, some of us have

excellent degrees to work for.

A subject worth far more

consideration is the intervention

of the college solicitors in

connection with the-fact that our

Rag Mag did not boast the

printers’ imprint.

These individuals, in their

concern for the financial

wellbeing of our union, saw fit to

warn our union of the possible

consequences of distributing

such an illegal document. A wise

move, I say, as they seem to think

(I have been told that they are not

. absolutely certain, however) that

such an offence carries a fine of

five pounds per copy sold, both to

the publisher and the printer. |

know not whether this be true or

false; | would appreciate some

correspondence from said

college solicitors upon the matter,

as | have not had the time

(pressure of academic work) to

travel to HMSO in Holborn to

obtain the relevant printing acts.

However, in my South

Kensington based search for the

truth, | telephoned the managing-

director of Chamelion Press (the

printers of such publications as

the ‘Alternative Prospectus’,

‘Spanner’ and collators of the ‘IC

Union Handbook’), obviously a

very distinguished company, who

refused to print our Rag Mag and

who very nearly always put their

imprint upon their printed

material. Off the top of his head,

he informed me that the fine was

twenty pounds per copy sold,

both to the printer and publisher.

He did say, however, that he was

not sure of this.

| next telephoned Private Eye

(who have contributed to the Rag

Mag) to speak to their legal

department, but he had gone

home. However, another

gentleman from the Eye said that

he was pretty damn sure that you

could be imprisoned for such an

offence, but he was not that sure.

So there we have it: a five pound

fine (College), a twenty pound

fine (Chamelion) or imprisonment

(Eye).

Now, do vou remember

‘Jamrag’? This was our Rag Mag

two years ago. Imagine my

surprise when | discovered that

the printers’ imprint was absent,

thus making ail ten thousand

copies distributed quite illegal. If

only college solicitors had been

so efficient two years ago, the

union would have been saved a

possible prosecution resulting in

an almost certain fine of fifty

thousand pounds or perhaps two

hundred thousand pounds or

maybe imprisonment.

| tremble at the thought that if

some particularly nasty individual

were to take this year’s Rag Mag to

court (number distributed : six

hundred) then obviously the

Jamrag would have to be cited as

a major previous offence. Gosh!

How terrible!

Also, isn’t it a pity that colleges

such as -the South Bank Poly,

Coventry, Edinburgh (Patron:

HRH, alias ‘the Duke’ ) and

Shoreditch (to name four that 1

have personal knowledge of) do

not have such an efficient team of

solicitors.

However, two years ago, ours

weren't particularly efficient

either. Boy, Oh Boy! Am| glad that

they’ve sharpened their wits over

the last two years. Mind you, with

college taking such an active

interest in this year’s Rag Mag in.

general, especially its detrimental

effect upon overseas students’

fees, not to mention the fact that it

renders the occupation as totally

meaningless, this is understood.

Finally, anyone wishing to come

and help stamp ten thousand Rag

Mags with the printers’ imprint,

using rubber stamps that the

printers, Minstral Press, have

supplied us with

setback of fifty

themselves) will

with open arms.

S J Marshall

pounds to

be welcomed

Dear Colin,

| would like to apologize to Rae

and Steve for saying the Rag Mag

was sexist. It should have read

‘blatantly crude and racist’ as

elsewhere in the letter. | do not,

however, withdraw anything else.

There are also inaccuracies in

Rae's letter which | would like to

point out:

i. Rae said that there are only eight

Jewish jokes and that the word

‘wog’ appears only once. Since

Rae took the trouble of counting

all the jokes, | felt that | could do

no less. She has got both of these

figures wrong. There are also

other racist jokes or words, which

do not fall in these categories, but

are no less racist for that. Having

read previous IC Rag Mags and

(financial ,

those of other colleges | consider

it to be more racist than most.

There are too many Irish and|

Jewish jokes and itis the quantity,

as well as the quality, which

makes them offensive.

ii. If Rae read the letter carefully,

she would notice that nobody

accused her of making excuses -

only the exec. If Chris and

Malcolm had felt that strongly

about the mag, they would have

acted more decisively, .instead of

opting out by disassociating

themselves from the Rag Mag.

The exec is the caretaker
government of the union during

the holiday and it was up to them

to act.

iii. Nobody in the letter used their

official position to ‘give power to

their personal opinions’, apart

from myself. | had the full backing

of my committee, chaifmen of

several national societies and

several students had expressed

strong opinions about it. The

others in . the letter signed

themselves as ordinary students

at IC which | thought was their

privilege, if they so wished to do

So.

According to Rae’s motion at the

UGM, the Rag Mag is for

‘broadminded’ students. If that is

the case, then since Rae, Chris

and Malcolm disassociated

themselves from it does that mean

that they are not broadminded? |

personally prefer to think that

they have some standard of

decency that they think should be

maintained.

IC already has a bad reputation

with other colleges about its Rag

Mag and this is not going to help

to improve that image.

Yours sincerly,

A Gujral

Dear Colin,

When will the officers of IC

Union finally realize that they do

NOT have the support of students.

As we are all aware at the last

Union meeting the motion on

education cuts was railroaded by

the Union executive. The

amendments which basically said

that we do not believe in an

occupation was defeated by the

narrowest of margins. An

amendment (which | believe a

large number of students

supported) asking the Union to

support the cuts in increased

expenditure was not even allowed

to be discussed. True democ-

racy?

We have been told that the

occupation of the SDR was

designed not for maximum

disruption of College, but

‘maximum publicity’. Who really

believes that a few lines in the

Guardian and a brief montion on

Radio. London is) maximum

publicity? Even Sennot ‘the

newspaper of London students’

does not mention the occupation

Bernard Smith
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