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AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL

Six Czechoslavak human rights activists
are going on trial next Monday and may face

heavy prison sentences. ‘British Amnesty’ will

mount a vigil adjacent to the Czechoslovakia

Embassy, 25 Kensington Palace Gardens, W8

(nearest tube station, Notting Hill Gate), on

Wednesday, 24th October, from 07:00 to

22:00 hours. It is URGENT that there is alarge

turnout. PLEASE ATTEND!

Last Tuesday’s UGM decided, by the narrowest of
majorities, to begin an occupation of the Senior Dining Room

(on level 2 Sherfield Building).

The occupation is in protest to the Government’s policies

and aims in Education, in particular their attitude towards

overseas students and their avowed intention to charge the

‘full economic cost’ (probably about £2500) to such students.

Because the action is aimed at the Government and

intended to elicit a response from the student movement and

the media, the SDR was chosen, a site which does not disrupt

college administration, which is seca sympathetic, or

academic teaching.

The occupation is planned to continue through the

weekend and into next week. By Wednesday the Union had

managed to organise an efficient shift system which left about

50 students in occupation throughout the day and night.

Various recreational activities, including table tennis, bridge

and listening to classical music, all help to occupy the time of

the students in the SDR.

The Guardian mentioned the occupation in its Wednesday

Edition and there has been a luke warm response from the

BBC. (they briefly mentioned us on a radio news broadcast).

A letter explaining ICU’s position was delivered to 10

Downing Street, on Thursday afternoon, by Roger

and the chairman of the ACC, Suki Kalirai. A

telegram was received from the ULU President, wishing the

Stotesbury,

Union every success. The Rector has had a letter from the

University Grants Committee explaining that Overseas

Students fees will rise to more economic levels for the 1980-81

CINAsession.

NOBEL PRIZE FOR IMPERIAL

COLLEGE PROFES60R
Professor Abdus Salam, 53, won the Physics Prize for his work in |

developing a formula to join together the weak nuclear and electro-

magnetic forces in the atom. Professor Salam shares the £88,500

prize with two Harvard University Professors in america. Prof. Salam

is the first Moslem to win the prize.

OCCUPATION

Dramsoc’s Change of Venue

The Dramatic Society's autumn

’ production of “The Devils” will not

now take place in the Great Hall.

Instead, the production will be

staged in the Union Concert Hall

from the 5th to the 8gth of

December. CINA

Union Hall Places in Jeopardy

A meeting of the ICU PWP on

Monday, discussed plans to

abolish all union places in hall.

This included withdrawal of the

automatic allocation of a place for

sabbatical officers, though afte: a

long discussion, it was generally

agreed that the Deputy President

was” the only person who

warranted a room in hall. Letters

are td. be sent out to all current

holders of union-allocated rooms,

asking them to justify why their

successors should have a placein

hall. The next PWP meeting will

analyze the replies and will decide

whether to put a motion to the

_ next UGM on the subject.

-CINA
, year.

Bo Goes on Display

The Guilds’ motorized mascot,

Bo, is to take part in the Amazing

Bugattis exhibition at the Royal
College of- Art. As part of the
exhibition, between twenty and

/ thirty Bugattis are to be

displayed on IC property, this

Sunday afternoon, and Guilds

motor club, who are providing

marshalls for the event, are

intending to display Bo as well.

ICRN

Disappointing Turnout for DES

‘Picket

Only one hundred people

turned out for last Friday’s picket

of the DES and fifteen of them

were from IC. The protest was

abandoned after a few speeches

and slogan chants, only an hour

after it started. The protest was

against the current DES attitude

to overseas students and against

the 32% increase in their fees this

| ICRN



Dear Colin,

We would just like to correct

some facts wrongly written in last

week’s FELIX, under Malcolm

Brain’s article.

Surely, the purpose of a duty

officer is to ensure that there is no

trouble in the bar and when there

is (and not before!) correct the

situation. It is also the duty

officer’s responsibility to assist

the head barman in any way

possible. ;

It is not their -duty to effect

trouble (perhaps by calling the

police) when no trouble has been

caused.

We would also like to point out

that the ex-RSMU member quoted

in the article did NOT make any

comment in verbal form to the

duty officer that evening. Thus an

ordinary citizen of the street, as a

guest of an IC student was thrown

out of the bar for no reason at all.

A duty officer must have the

tolerance and integrity to handiea

situation - let alone handle one’s

own emotions.

The question of abuse on that

particular evening is grossly

exaggerated, in fact invented.

"The final incorrect point comes
in the first paragraph of this topic,

whereby, it states that the “match

having been arranged mainly by

RSMU.” Since no union money

was spent on the arrangements

and that non-students also

assisted in these, we don’t think it |

is right to quote RSMU as the

organizers.

Yours sincerely,

RSMU Exec Comm

Dear Colin,

Your letters page is probably not

the best place to air my views on

the Rag Mag, but! feel! must reply ~

to last week’s letter, which grossly

misrepresents the facts.

Firstly, | protest strongly to the

label “blatantly sexist” - | have

studied it thoroughly and can find

nothing which discriminates-

against either sex - . except

possibly the cross-word, which |

suppose could be described as.

‘degrading’ to men. (indeed Justin

Newland’s incredible story last

week was a thousand times more

sexist.)

As for it being racist, here are the

facts: it contains one ‘Rastus’ joke,

mentions the word ‘wog’ once,

and has a series of lighthearted

jokes - eight Jewish (not including

the ‘volkswagen’ joke; which I'll

mention later), nine Irish jokes

and one Scots - not to mention

several aimed at the English.

Please let me stress that these are

jokes and | doubt if the Irish

among us would label us

“bigoted” for such fun-poking.

This is far less racist than the

average Rag Mag.

=
+

However, on the sick jokes, |

agree, they are depraved, very

sick and | personally find them

totally unfunny (though many

disagree on this). What's more

several (the ‘volkswagen’,

Moorgate and Aberfan jokes in

particular) are offensive, and

Chris, Malcolm and | did all in our

power to. stop them being

included.

Unfortunately, we failed, which

is why we dissociated ourselves -

so that all complaints etc. should

go to the person responsible -

Steve Marshall.

| certainly have never made the

excuse “....that by the time |

realized what was happening it

was too late.” - perhaps if the

writers of last week’s letter had -

tried to find out the facts of the

case, they wouldn’t have made

such mistakes.

A far greater error, however, is to

state that “....such an obviously

talented person as Mr Marshall

should have produced a Rag Mag

without -foreseeing the obvious

consequences.” | agree he has

talent- one only has to glance at

the layout of this Mag, orthe RCS

Handbook to see that, but he most

certainly did foresee, if not

actually encourage the “obvious

consequences”, as_ throughout

production he took the attitude,

firstly, that he was the Editor and

not even ICU Exec had therightto

curtail hs editorial freedom and

secondly, that this Rag Mag

should be as depraved and

obscene as he could make it

without it actually being

prosecutable.

Also, just for the record, | did

consider acting to stop it being

printed, but felt | hadn’t the power

to do so, without consulting at

least my committee, if not a UGM.

Perhaps this is a fault of mine that

| would try to represent the views

of those who elected me, as

opposed to those who simply use

their posts to give power to their

own personal opinions....

Rachel Snee (NOT Ms!)

Rag Chairman

PS - As we have so far been

concerned with the bad points of

the Mag, may | also put forward

the good: it is superbly laid out,

excellently printed, contains

many very funny jokes and some

of the best cartoons I’ve seen.

Many consider it easily the best

Rag Mag they’ve ever read.

into a Volkswagen. Any, indeed

every Jew has the absolute right

to be deeply offended by such a

‘joke’, and for that matter, so has

the Volkswagen car company.

| realize that the staple diet of

Rag Mag humour is sex, and the

type of remarks that comment on

the intelligence of the Irish etc.,

but some level of decency must be

maintained. If not, then it

degenerates from being a

humorous publication into one of

unmitigated filth and as such

damage the reputation of the

College.

In his editorial, Steve Marshall

Says: “I have attempted to

produce a Rag Mag that is actually

different to ALL others.” In this

respect, he has most certainly

succeeded, as | am sure that there

is not a great many Rag Mags that

have been refused by a publisher

on grounds of obscenity, and has

been disowned by the President,

Deputy President and Rag

Chairperson of its own College

Union! =

| therefore thoroughly endorse

the views of Aftab Gujral et al

(FELIX, 12 Oct):

Phil Merryman

Dear Sir,

| know that this is the permissive

age, and | consider myself to be

fairly broadminded, but there are

limits! | am of course referring to

the Rag Mag. Apart from the

crossword, which is_ blatantly

obscene, there are some jokes

which are somewhat offensive

also. One _ which particularly

comes to mind is the one referring

to the number ofJews that can get

Dear Sir,

| think it is time that several

Union officers spent more time

worrying about matters of direct

concern to the majority of

students ie, accommodation and

college catering, rather than

worrying themselves about

foreign students’ fees.

| would like to draw your

attention to some facts about

foreign students fees, as

- published in the ‘Financial Times’

of 10 Aug. The government

currently spends £100million on

subsidies for foreign students. It

must be considered wrong that

60% of the average unit cost of a

foreigners further education is

met by the UK taxpayer.

The increase of 77% for 1977/78

and the proposed increase of 33%

this autumn still doesn’t go far

enough. In order for a foreign

undergraduate to pay the full cost

of his education a further 25%

increase is required to bring the

fees up to the true cost of £2,350.

This year government cuts

require £200million to be trimmed

off education expenditure. What

better way of doing this than to

reduce the current £100million

subsidy.

About 60% of foreign students

come from countries who could

easily afford the large suggested

increase in fees. This increase

need not necessarily reduce the

number of foreign students,

which currently stands at 82,000.

| do not wish to prevent students

from poor countries from

studying here, but | think that

.

countries such as the rich oil-

producing Arab countries, who

don’t know what to do with all

their money, should pay a realistic

price rather than expect the

British to subsidize them. | am

proposing a ‘means test’ to be

applied to their native country. Do

people not realize that the

£100million government subsidy

does not come out of a bottomless

pit, but out of everybody’s pocket.

Yours sincerely,

J C Pearson

Dear Sir,

Though the recent UGM was my

first, | feel it necessary to

comment on the way in which the

occupation motion was passed.

The supporters of the motion,

were obviously expecting to take

part in the occupation that

afternoon, already prepared

themselves to miss all lectures

until further notice. The opposers

however, as the sit-in would not

directly involve them, felt they

could not afford to miss their

lectures. Thus as the actual vote

was taken after 2:30pm, the

majority of the people remaining

in the hall were those supporting

the motion. Therefore the

resulting vote cannot be said to be

a true representation of the

feelings of IC students

| would also suggest that the

union exec were too concerned in

being the first union to take any

sort of positive action and let their

impatience take priority overa fair

debate and vote.

Yours sincerely,

Jon Marsden/Jon Fewtrell

ME1

Dear Colin,

We feel that after this letter,

Justin Newland will strike us as a

very articulated young man.

However, with reverence to his

article in FELIX 529, and indeed in

the words of Philip Bliss (1838-

1876), viz., “Hold the fort, for | am

coming,” might one not waiver in

the juxtaposition of such

relentless verbosity with a

simplistic and linguistically

unadventurous discourse on the

antics and animadversions of

those catalytic young freshers?

Indeed, was Beaujolais some

psychic predecessor of the

concpiscent Anne? Is_ Justin

Newland merely a gnome de
plume for some_ semantically

mercurial messenger with corn of

plenty?

Yours,

Two Third-year Mathematicians

(names and addresses denied on

request)
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UGM

REPORT

UGM 16TH OCTOBER

One thing about Imperial College Union

meetings is that you can’t accuse them of

being totaWy predictable. The one on

Tuesday was managing quite nicely (at being

predictable that is) until a rather interesting

sting in the tail, but more on that later.

At the start of the meeting the crowd had

mainly amassed to ensure that no undue

criticism of apartheid was made (after all it is

many miners bread and butter). But during

the debate on sporting links with South

Africa, the miners did make their true concern

felt for the oppression of blacks and

coloureds in SA by shouting “Ah” whenever it

was referred to. Despite this, the final result

was deleting all union policy on South Africa.

The policy now reads that South Africa is a

place of equal merit to work or play rugby in

as anywhere else (except perhaps it's

sunnier!).

The next motion discussed, concerned the

‘sick and blatantly racist’ Rag Mag. After

revealing that once stamped with the name of

the printers the mags were in fact legal, the

meeting decided that raising money for

charity was more important than either the

image of Imperial College or the risk of

offending the disabled people that the cash is

for. So the Rag Mag will be sold!

The most humorous part of the discussion

occurred after aheckler sited the Irish putting

bombs under people’s cars as justifying Irish

racism. The speaker on the floor replied,

“Why then always make them out to be

stupid? After all it’s pretty clever to put bombs

under some people’s cars!”

The motion on education cuts and

occupation having been moved forward on

the agenda, two amendments were debated.

The first suggested occupying the House of

Commons in preference to the college. Sean

O’Boyle knocked that one on the head as he

highlighted how difficult it is to penetrate into

the House of Commons. He once had his rag

can taken off him as an illegal weapon when

attempting to enter!

The Conservative Association received a

rough ride from the crowd when they moved

the second amendment. However, Mark

Clegg, magnanimous as ever, admitted that

overseas students make some contribution to

education in Britain. In the end a wonderful

example of leadership by the executive

encouraged the remaining four hundred

people at just gone 2:30pm to vote in favour of

the motion, unamended. And off they rushed

to occupy the staff dining room!

Well at least it ensured that the only

disruption is to the cockroaches!

SNOOKER CLUB

This year’s freshers’ tournament was won

by the number one seed, Chris Tripp (Maths

1). He defeated the number two seed, Shaun

Armstrong (Metallurgy 1) in the final. In fact,

he did not lose a single frame during the

whole tournament, and made several breaks

‘over twenty. | would like to thank everybody

who took part, especially Dave Simmonds

who sat patiently for five hours to play his first

frame, which was, unfortunately for him,

against Tripp. | would also like to thank Steve

Jeans, Alan Leclezio and Tom McClelland for

all their help.

The next competition is tomorrow. It is the

pot-luck doubles’ tournament. In_ this

competition, doubles pairs will be drawn at

random, so if you do not have a partner, it

does not matter. Anybody wishing to take

part should be in the snooker lounge by

10:30am. Entrance fee is 25p members, 50p

non-members.

| am contemplating a snooker club outing

to Preston to see the UK _ professional

championship. This would take place at the

end of November, | would be grateful if any of

you who would like to go on this trip would let

me know by Wednesday, 24th October. | am

in the snooker lounge every lunchtime.

Finally, a reminderthat our first lessons will

be on Monday at 5:30.

Rastus Adolf Napoleon Odinga Odinga

COMMEMORATION DAY

There will be a College half-holiday for

students on the afternoon of Thursday, 25th

October, so that they may take part in the

Commemoration Day celebration.

ALL LECTURES WILL CEASE AT 12:30.

BRIBES

PROBE
It has now been revealed that,earlier this

week, four members of IC’s ‘elite’ 4th hockey

squad were accosted by a man acting on.

behalf of a Surrey hockey club. This man,

obviously an expert, spotted the talent latent

in these four players and immediately invited

them to join the club. Among inducements

put forward were free beer, free transport and

the promise of plenty of girls. In addition, the

agent attempted to buy the foursome a pint of

REAL ale (!) and offered free transport to an

evening of “....free booze and women.” No

fees were discussed for the players, but they

were told that the agent would contact them

and would (quote) “.... make It worth your (the

players) while to play for this club.”(Nudge,

nudge, say no more.)

One disturbing aspect of the affair was that

the agent seemed to feel that IC hockey

players were all ‘beer-swilling louts’ and so

could be bought for free beer and women

(not necessarily in that order).

However, it is expected that the players will

turn down the move, mainly on financial

grounds - it costs 80p return to Wimbledon

station, where the transport is laid on.

CYCLISTS

make it safe to leave a bike at

College. Come to a meeting at

1:00pm, Tuesday 23rd October, in

the Senior Dining Room and let’s

CATCH THE THIEVES!

INTERESTED IN GOING ON AN

EXPEDITION?

Imagine the scene. It’s late March, a party

of geologists are walking and squelching

through the mud-flats of the Wash in pouring

driving rain. Thoughts turn away from the

biomass of a mussel bank to dwell on the

thoughts of warmth and comfort, to ideas of

doing something more ‘exciting than

counting sea-shells.

“How about....going to Oman?” Guy

suddenly asked me. | stopped contemplating

the pint of bitter | was going to murder that

evening and decided to humour him. Another

one of his weird and wonderful ideas, |

thought. “Where?”

“Oman. It’s in Arabia - there’s mountains

there and I'm told there are granites with

some fossils in them.”

Oh well, | thought, itseems more likely than

our previous idea of studying earthquakes in

Outer Mongolia.

From these improbable beginnings some

semblance of an expedition has emerged.

There are eight of us at the moment all

dedicated to getting out to Oman in

autumn of next year and, believe it or not, this

is not a glorified geologists’ holiday. With the

assistance of a few eminent geologists we

have raised this project to the status of a

serious scientific expedition.

Now, we have a problem, it is our intention

to take two long wheel base four wheel drive

landrovers overland to Omen, drive them

around the mountains there and baring them

back again. An estimated 10,000 miies. For

this we need a mechanic.

So, if you (or anybody you know) are

interested in going on an expedition from

November 1980 to January 1981 and you are

a good experienced mechanic capable of

maintaining these vehicles please contact

either Gary Nichols (Geology 3, Beit 129) or

LADIES HOCKEY

Last Wednesday, IC Ladies’ Hockey team

had their first outing of the season. Resting

on their laurels from the seven-a-side

tournament success, the ladies were eagerly

looking forward to their first full length match

of the season.

It took a while for both teams to settle into

the game and after a lot of disorganized play

Royal Holloway found the back of the net.

As the match settled down, IC began to use

the field more with some nice through balls

from Julia Towns, playing well at centre-half

The defence played wel] together. and the

halves were able to feed the forwards plenty

of goods. Unfortunately, the finishing power

upfront left a lot to be desired.

However, iC drew level just before half

time, when Shirley Course took the ball up

the left wing and Carol Thomas picked up her

cross to score, despite the close marking of

the Holloway defence.

During the second half, both teams had

plenty of chances to score, but it was Royal

Holloway that made them count, andthe final

score was 2-1 to the home team.

TheIC team was: Julia Towns (Capt), Caro!

Thomas, Shirley Course, Fay Hood, Hilary

Carter, Karen Jones, Dana Clark, Caroline

Brown, Catherine Crossley, Alex Burnip,

and Averl Horton. Alison Oversby was the

umpire.

Hay Food!


