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“FRESHERS GIUJILDED MINES LANDA FISH
Xe don't eftem that I gatecrash places where free The Mines Freshers are not treated with a mere buffat:

beer 43 to be hed. Uauelly I‘m in on it, and if not the e like the other one. _ They get a fulj, big dinner as a

phate’ probably guarded too carefully anyway. However, |'.. welcome. This year's dinner, on Friday, the 23rd, was as

the Guilds Prebhers Buffet is characterized by the wit of — good as ever. Warming up parties were held in various
' the speakers and the wealth of ale and song that always. pubs nearby, though mainly in the Queens Arms and of course
followsin the tar. Also, I wanted to see what the freehers the Union bar. There host and fresher got together, met
gare Like, because if all they say about 2nd year exams is ® others and generally got into shape for the evening that

. true, I'LL be rubbing drawing boards with them next year. lay ahead. At 7.50 sharp, they went up, saw to 1t that

‘Bo £. went. along. SS icgoe : pe the barrels of beer were not neglected, and ate an excellent
_&$ tiret, there seemed to bz a great number of meal. he speeches that followed were short and sharp.

euspiedeus-looking committee members around. Suspicious The stories, told by students and-elders alike, were a
im the way they seemed to be hoolsing inside my coat pocket severstest of how far to go and no further at a dinner.

to seo 4f it held an invitation. After a while I did see iais stook care of the comparitively formal part of the
seme freshers. ‘They had been hard at work on the tables evening. Then the exodus started «

of feed, which were seme ten or eleven officials distant

‘fren the barrels, and I hadn't noticed them. falking-to Dewn to the bar for drinking the Yard. A new member

- thesI found them in much the same state that I was in when of the staff very sportingly drank it like the tame miner

I arrived, i.e. bewildered by the 5 dimensional maze Imom | that he is. The student freshers then had a go,
as Guilds, ; punctuated’ by such selected versmalities as the other

This cultural stuff couldn't last for ever, and neither College Presidents, two Guildsmen that were found in-the

eeald the beer, as Tomy Gill, Guilds Vice President, opened bar (shandy for one and orange squash and water for the

the show by explaining the sad sbsence of the Guilds | other). . Crackers kent going off throughout the dinner.
- President. However, he soon put bis audience into a;. and the Yard, and finally the culprit, a prominent hockey

cheerful, state of mind before introducing Capt. A.M. Holbein, player, was debagged and made to stand on the bar. The’

. my dronmonger member of the Council of The City of Guilds of Guildsmen at this stage got a miniature beer bath - thus
- Leaden Institute, who was even bluer. He ranged from ditties sanctified, they were allowed to stay on. Thus: the

about leaden spheres to the august history of Guilds, and evening drew to a close, an epic. was recited. and the varhy

“the siiventages of having the world run by Guildemen. Ho } moved out. Before we go, congratitlations to hir. Hopwood’
‘ae @alled an immoral gentleman by the next speaker, i for winning the Yard in 10.8 sees. and to the Hon. Porno- .

Prefeaser Pippard who however was in agreement on the grapher for drinking, his nearly 3-pint pot at one go.

ethgect of brom-baggers. The Dean pointed out that the

umber of freshers, about 400, was a record. llr. Voelcker,
seéretary of the City end Guilds Institute followed with

seme very smusing tales. ;

By this time, all the barrels were empty, and while
this meant it was almost time to move downstairs into the .

ber, it also meant that the freshers were ready for their

first Boomalaka, and that the committee, visitors, and, ? oem Capen Searg
others-were able to give it the true power and quality of / AEBS a ea ieee SOS ERS
tome it merited. Si KORESOC SOOO EASE

» See

_.. My memory of what happened in the bar afterwards is coe iy a
A few fireworks in the quadrangle, a little ‘Chércoal',met too clear. Tony Gill “as M.C. introduced one by one

the Captain of this, the President of that, the Vice of ; and then we decided that the Royal College of Art hadn't

; sonething else, all of whom entertained with two jokes or learnt its lesson a couple of years ago and needed another.

a sg, or.more, So it went on-till the-cows came home, They very thoughtlessly had decided to hold a ‘Red Rose

ani while they were pretty funny looking cows, it all went @ Soolal' this evening, to vhich the Miners invited themselvea

‘teseenvinee the few remaining freshers that Guilds were the fj ot If pm. The people there very courteously ® or so it
+ ,ffinest crew on earth. seemed - offered the Miners some refreshments- as if any

hee a Horace. ' offer was necessary. Glancing around the big Hall, a big

ae = a bright fish hanging proudly at the Hall's end caught the

: ) eye - presumably the result of countless man-hoursof work |
MINES. Wi GM by R.C.4. carpenters and artists, and hence worthy’of

le’ e attention. |After due apologtes, it was taken down, as
‘was a large paper head, and the owners thanked for their

tre RSM. Union meeting on Tuesday. 20th ran ‘generosity. ‘The trophies were then marched in procession
off smoothly and eccordingto schedule. - The main {| ‘tack to the Mines and deposited for the night. This.is
business was certain alterations in the system of | ‘the first time in recent history that eny members of I.C.

electing year representatives to the Union had "liberated anything from another College. As was
Committee, Post-grads A gradually increasing in implied by one of the Dimner speakers, there might he 850

_ number, received special consideration and debate. | Guildsmen and 650 R.C.S. students, but it is the 150 Miners.
4n interesting ruling here held that all post-«ereds that do things in IeC. ~ keep i¢ up, Miners!

be considered to constitute a 'year'; i.e. no * é .
distinstion should be made between G's )of different DONT NEGLECT THE ZE.BRAS -
years as at, present understood. This raised some
debate, as 43d the tear of some people that their. Last week the news hit I.Gs that ut
PG, group might be in the minority and hence last the gap betweenthe Royal College of Huai aud
never get representation. erie ge the Union hed been bridged. Por some time the more.

- The old matter of a plaque to honour those 4 deep thinking membere of I..¢,\ had felt the need for

yn SoNehs so:rellamily’ $0 eet certain amenl shen: some safe meane of crossing Prince Consort Roadsand
for students on the top floor came up for the - ff on Tuesday before last one MoKensie of Mines. decide

fourth successive Union Meeting; «nd was again . to remedy the situetion.faking a brush and a pot of
left pending, Métallurgists, apparently, had mada-
@ plaque towards the end of last session but it
cannot now be.losated. (It melted, perhaps.).
Other matters touched concerned the Mines Ball,

waiteweas he started to daub a gebra crossing

| Opposite the Royal College of Music. Unfortunately
. @ passing policemen happened to smell a rat (mo

‘ : ; STESB ay ;
Morphy Day (Nov. 18) and Freshers Dinner (Ost. 24 libel intended, Mr Meterste ), and indicated that

A certain official ia responsible tg S is ia bie opinion sehes-« ocaing painting at four
brightening up the Mines Union meetings by visual o'elook In the moxwio¢ was & highly lilegal prac
aids, H.A.G.S, with his first attempt demon- GLoeo
strated conclusively that he knows (and enjoys) The magiatrate was inclined to
his job perfectly well. 4.6.8. end Guilds of agree with the dforementioned policeman,and se 1%
course Rave nothing of the dort, which ie perhaps | was that MoKenzle-left the West London Megistrates
@hi Sor the best. 5 Gourt ten shillings lighter in pocket.-
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Great confusion reigns in the Union Uriice this year -

when lirs. Robb. shouts “Johni", both the President and

Secretary answer. The only solution to the difficulty has

been to label them John: Willy and John. Last week !ELIX

profiled John Willy; . this week it's John.

John Hurray Hathaway. spent his school days at Felsted
school, where he rose to the position of school prefect and

head of his house, atthe same time gaining a lively interest

in various sports, including rugzer, squash and swinming,

and (!) Physics.

The nation then requested his services for eighteen

months. Ee entered the Royal Artillery, and later, |-ons

orficer cadet school, gaining a commission as second

lieutenant. ‘After four idle maiths in an army pigeon-

hole at “ioolsvich, he was sent off to Gibraltar in charge of

a maintenance battery. A-manyesidec job was this ~ it
ineluéec supervising regimental sports, paying off the

keeper of the aves, ( whose presence isthe traditional

cuavantee of continued British posession of the Rock),
clearing the wreckage of en exploded amnumition ship, and

appearing as witness in a Spanish court. John's National

Service seens to have given him a love of big guns, which

nay explain his vresent position as Union Sec. But as yet

ao blasl or rockets have issued i'ron. the Union Office.

. John flew back fram Gib. in Amwust ‘51 to became a very

zreen R.C.S. fresher. liumour has it that he even mistook

Dai Nicholas for the Rector? At any rate he was one of the

quiet few at ReC.S. mion meetings, and studied hard to

remove the mentel rust of unlettered Amy life. It was

not long, however, till the Rugger club discovered him, and

he became a member of the I.C. "A" team ~ one of 'the boys’

who kept in shape by continual elbow-bending excercise in

the bar. z

Second year found him as year rep., Chaimnan of lt.C.S.

Kutertainments Committee, and on the top floor of the old

Hostel, where he distinguished himself by kicking a rugger

ball through the glass doors. ILater in the year an old

ger injury recurred to put him in bed during Whitsun and .

shortly after Coronation. As a result he has had to join

the spectators at rugger games, but is still an enthusiastic

‘supporter of the club, His other sporting activities

‘continue unabated, especially squash - “the Hostel game".

When this year he became Secretary of the Union, he

was strongly urged to move from his perch atop the Old

Hostel to a more accessible roam, but firmly refused, saying

that five flights of stairs would lighten his work by

eliminating all but the t serious visitors. Actually,

it has not worked out that way ~ John himself uses the room

only between the hours of 12 p.m. and 8 am, ~ but he still

manages to be extremely elusive.

Like most science students, his extra-curricular

interests are non-scientifie. They inelude the reading of

classical literature and poetry, music (not quite to the —

Mozart stage yet"), and ballet. He is keenly interested in

other people, and enjoys watehing their antics on tube trains

and city streets. Sinee the summer of °52 John has become

a keen Christian, and is a comittee member of the Christian

Union. His practical faith finds expression in all his

activities and attitudes. On executive matters he tends

to have definite opinions which are expressed with clarity

and a certain restrained foreefulness. He finds Coucil

meetings tiring, because one has to think like mad if one

is to be of any use to the Union."

Sensitive, expressive, yet controlled, he can be easily

hurt by a friend-vwho lets him dom. Indeed this is

possibly his greatest fault-~ if fault it is - that he

expects the same high standard of dependability from his
friends as he does of himself. But it is rather difficult

to find fault with him, and hig acquaintances sum him up as

en all-rounder, well-worth mowing.

A.Grand fviction Party was held by lire J. Douglas and

lir. ©. Georgeat their Sydney Street residence on the

night of Wednesday 21st Oct. Guests provided their om

-entertainment in the form of beer and wine. Other

entertainment was provided during the evening by a larze
police sengeant, an enraged landlady, furious neighbours, _

and a piano full eight feet high.

| CASUAL COLUMN
something for the freshers.: One of the happiest

things about them is their capacity for being

retold; for the Rag in progress is often rather

dull and longwinded, and always very artificial.

I vemember howling with laughter on being

told about THE Rag of all time: how some stue

dents dressed as Labourers unloaded a heap of

road-mending tools in Picsadilly Circus, then dug
up the road, diverting all the traffic, and then
went home,

A while ago I heard about the smart,
courteous, well-spoken student who approached a
gentleman stroliing in Clubland, and asked him
if he "would mind holding the end of this tape,
while I carry the other end round the corner,
Surveying, you know." The gentleman was very
obliging, but, twenty minutes later, grew restive
and went round the corner to register a well bred
complaint. He was astonished to fing a similar
gentleman standing a few yards away, patiently
holding the other end of the tape.

However neither of these unfortunate victims
of student humour was quite so surprised as a
Birmingham student who, returning to College
after a doubtful week-end, found that his car had
been dismantled and reassembled in his bedroom.

It is also rumoured that a friend of his, who come

plainedat the uncomfortable quality of this joke|
had occasion to go home a few weeks later, leaving

his car in Birmingham. His return to College was
greatly accelerated by the arrival by post, at his
house, of sections of his car.

Qur own "29" Club has an increasing reputation
for work with paint and footprints. © Nevertheless,
looking into the past, it seems that it is not
original, Birmingham again, Two years ago dewn
broke on a public square where stood statues of
the mighty dead. A set of footprints in white
paint were seen on the square. They led down orf
one of the pedestals, into a urinal, out, and back
up to the pedestal. On another occasion a
fountain in the same square poured froth all over
the road. The water had been treated with deter-
gent.

The yarns are endless. Most ol@ students

could tell you half a dozen, all much better than

thess, The London Special isso kidnap —
else's mascot, and send it to Edinburgh,or r

the Inner Circle. "Reggie" of King's College is

said to have spent several days on a tube train a

couple of years ago, Imperial College generally

hag no Rags at all eoeeceovsesee0s
Except Bonfire Night. Four years ago the

I.C. Annual Bonfire was held on the road behind
the Albert Hall, Naturally enough, the road,
which is made of tarred wooden blooks, caught fire.
There was a memorable struggle with police and
firemen. Hose pipeg figured in tugs of war, and
were turned on the crawd. Eleven students were
carried away in Black Marias, and. were fined.

the Authorities
Any student arrested the following

I.C, was in disgrace:

clamped down.

bonfire night was to be sent down. A grave
President laid down the sepulchral law in funereel

tones, We had a quiet bonfire on the Rector's

lawn (the then waste land opposite the Union), and
then went en masse to Piccadilly, blocking the .

roads, and lifting up cars. More grave Presidents
and we spent the following two years relatively

quietly at Harlington. —

Rags went out when the Income Pax went up;

when the wealthy could no longer send their sons

to College for fun.-~ We have our occasional

letting-offs of steam, but they are not the real

thing. Purgatory and the Army, and June examinee
tions are always too near,

Still, things are not too bad, Morphy Dey

is racing towards us. Bonfire night is almost
upon us, and looking at FELIX, I note that three

years ago this week one of our students olimbded

the Albert Memorial and left a red lamp on top.
‘He was carried evay, of sourse. .

In a Marie. :

_ WATE.


