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THE
CLOSED
QUAD

Plans to make Student Union
Membership voluntary have been given
in a press release from the Bow Group -
an independent conservative research
group. It is also proposed to curb Union
control over their funds from LEA’s.

Due partly to claims of misappro-
priation of funds by left-wing leaders,
(including giving cash to such
organizations as the IRA) the
Government is considering removing
control of about £20M from the Unions
by giving the choice whether or not to
join college unions.

The Bow Group issued a statement
saying ‘closed shop student unionism is
incompatible with a free society .....

Automatic membership gives
monopoly rights to a single student
union in a university. We considersuch a
monopoly to be highly undesirable’.

In the editorial under the heading
leader ‘The closed Quad’ in The Daily
Telegraph (Wed, August 29) the editor
wrote ‘Part of the problem is thatin most
institutions of further education the
student’s unions operate facilities such
as bars and resturants. There is no
logical reason why they should do so:
at Oxford and Cambridge these facilities
are operated by the colleges
themselves, and the students are not
notably deprived thereby.’

The unions have also been critized for

sustaining full: time ‘officials’
(sabbaticals) for years on end claiming
that ‘long suffering’ LEA’s are at present
required to pay for perpetual students.
The example of Trevor Phillips,
president of NUS is given.

For the NUS Dave Aaronovitch (the
national treasurer) said: ‘Voluntary
membership could create the conditions
that would turn unions in elitist bastions
of extremism, exactly opposite to the
intention of the Bow Group’.
Concerning the allegations of mis-
appropriation of funds a NUS
spokesman said ‘ they’ are unwarrented
scare mongering. They're completely
untrue’. 3

‘There have also been rumours that the
means tested grant system may be
phased out with the introduction of a
loan scheme, as is the case in the USA.

Under this scheme the government
would loan money to students and
would have to be payed back at a later
date. Such a scheme is planned to make
those students who emmigrate soon
after graduation pay for their
education.

Printers refuse to print Rag Mag

The Rag Mag has been rejected by the
printers because of its’ obscene content.
The, not unexpected, news was greeted
by comments of ‘ | told you so’ from
students who had previewed the
magazine.

The printers are trying to find another
firm to take on the job of printing the Rag
Mag. They hope that other units will be
less sensitive to the content of Steve
Marshall’s latest work.



YOUR WIFE .... IS SHE CRAZY?

THE KENSINGTON COMMITTEE OF FRIENDSHIP FOR
OVERSEAS STUDENTS

needs immediately until the end of June

A CALM, EFFICIENT, TRAINED SECRETARY

ready to help organise our enormous social and cultural
programme for students from colleges and schools all
over Kensington, - and crazy enough to believe she will
enjoy working with them.

§

LOOK WHAT 'VE DONE!

Academic holidays. Pay surprisingly attractive. Malcolm Brain in a classic pose. FELIX needs

photographers BEFORE Freshers’s Week. If you have
a camera or would like to help develop films and prints
.... please come to the FELIX office. We are open most
hours of the day or night!

Please telephone MICHAEL SANDWITH at 584-3989
between 10.30 and 5.30 pm Monday to Friday or come
and see us at 15, Princes Gardens (next door to the
Medical Centre).

BRENDAN
STARS
IN

‘RETURN
GLASSES
TO BARS

Stevenson’s Rocket rode again

A Science Museum organised a special

celebration for the Rocket. A replica steamed
up and down a straight track outside the Albert
Hall. A horse drawn Omnibus took celebrities
% to the opening ceremony. Our photo shows it
passing the Royal School of Mines.

The Union Bar is looking good after
redecoration.

Ron Nash Is Leaving
Imperial College

Don'’t all cheer, as Ron says that in spite of his soaking
on Shrove Tuesday, plus all the mickey taking, he is very
sorry to be leaving the College.

The National Westminster Bank has decided to give
Ron promotion and have appointed Tom Cottrell in his
place.

Like Ron, Tom will be available in the Sub-Branch to
give advice on Wills, Tax, Insurance, etc. Itis emphasised
that you don’t have to be a customer or a member of the
Mining Faculty to pick Tom’s brains.

In parting, Ron wishes to thank everyone for the
friendship he has received during his stay and asks that
this now be passed on to Tom Cottrell.







