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THE NEWSPAPER OF IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION

0/S Students’ Fees Up 20%

Huge cuts in education expenditure and yet another massive fee
increase for overseas students are the order of the day following the first
Conservative Budget on Tuesday.

Instead of the 9 per cent fee increase for home and overseas students
announced by the previous Government, overseas students will now be
faced with a 20 per cent rise on this year’s fees. Overseas postgraduates
will now be paying over £1,100 to attend British Universities.

There is no further rise in home students’ fees which remain as listed
below. This means that the fee differential which the College is pledged
to oppose is now even greater than before.

Union President Mary Attenborough is to meet the Rector on Friday
and is hoping for a joint statement opposing the increases.

Among the cuts is a massive reduction in university capital
expenditure from £17.6 million to £9.9 million, part of a total capital
expenditure saving in the whole of the education sector of £14 million.
Mary Attenborough is worried that the College may now be forced to
delay furnishing the Linstead Hall extension.

A £5 million cut in the research council grants is bound to have its
effect on postgraduate grant awards and research projects.

The Union are also worried that the 1 - 1.5 per cent reduction in
universities’ general expenditure will mean a further cut in the IC Union
budget for next year.

With these devastating announcements coming just two weeks
before the end of term the Union will find it difficult to organise the mass
protests which should be every student’s response to this Government.

But Mary Attenborough says that the Union will continue to oppose
discrimination against overseas students stepping up their campaign.
She had warned that a Tory Government would attack overseas
students but was shattered by the extent of the education expenditure
cuts.

This Conservative Government came to power on a platform of
opportunities for all. Just six weeks after their election they have totally
given the lie to that claim as far as higher education is concerned.

Imperial College Sessional Fees 1979-80

Undergraduates:
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T ot 1175 U] 1 N P LB M S T R i A e S e £770
Postgraduates:
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The College will operate a Hardship Fund to assist students still on
courses who entered the College before October 1978 and who have
been adversely affected by the increases in fees in October 1976, 1977
and 1978. No allowance will be made for the October 1979 fee increase.
Assistance will be in the form of partial remissions of fees and will be
restricted to those students who are responsible for paying their own
fees.

Students proceeding from a first degree to a higher degree or from
MSc to research in session 1979-80, will not be eligible for assistance
from the Fund.

Forms can be obtained from Mr J Bevan, Rm 344, Sherfield Building.

Michael Arthur - the Union Welfare Adviser

ACCOMMODATION
PROBLEM

Imperial College students are likely to face an even worse
accommodation problem than last year when they return to
London in September, and according to Welfare Adviser
Michael Arthur the College is doing next to nothing about it.

While many other London Colleges are contacting Local
Authorities, taking on head tenancy schemes and setting up
housing associations, Imperial College have only taken on one
head tencancy scheme in Lexham Gardens, and that only after
considerable pressure from the Union.

Michael Arthur is worried that if the College sit back and do nothing
IC students will lose out as other Colleges take up the limited housing
available.

The College attitude is summed up in a statement by the
Administration quoted in the Union’s ‘Alternative Prospectus’.

They sav: ‘Care should be taken in conducting publicity campaions about the
scarcity of accommodation for Imperial College students in order nol to discourage
potential students from applying to the College'.

And a senior member of Administration is quoted as saying that so
long as students can find somewhere to live no matter what or where,
there is no problem.

Michael Arthur believes that College have no idea what rent
students are paving and in what conditions they are living. In an
accommodation survey carried out last term he found that 40 per cent
of students responding were paving over £15 per week in rent alone.

Many students are living far from College like Hackney and
Streatham and large numbers live in flats and bedsits where there are
inadequate working facilities. contd. on back page



Dear Sir, - I was amazed and
suprised, etc, to read in last week’s
Snooker club article that Kit Nair
not being a committee member
was the best thing to happen to
snooker Club in a long time.
What has this poor creature done
that Mr Teelock, Sanjit,
President (2nd class) should
victimise him so?

On a more serious note, I was
glad to see under Rag that next
years minor charities will include
Alcoholics anonymous rather
than the national organisation,
Alcoholics Anonymous. 1
personally welcome a move such
as this. which will benefit the
average student, self included.
Yours sinecurely,

KJ Fenning.
Physics, sort of.

P.S.Justin Newland could make a
fortune writing American TV.

Dear Sir, - On behalf of India
Society I would like to condemn
the attitude of the Independent
Observer who wrote about India
Soc Elections (FELIX, 8th June).

The observer, though well-
informed in some aspects, wrote
about events which occurred

* three’ weeks ago. The situation
had changed considerably by the
time he wrote his letter.

After the elections there was
still an outstanding post in the
committee. Mr Purewal stood for
and was elected to that post after
which the situation was back to
normal.

The ‘Independent Observer’
apparently did not care enough
to find out what was happening.
It seems to me that all he has
succeeded in doing is stirring up
trouble amongst society members
intentionally or otherwise. He did
not even have the courage to write
his letter openly.

Yours faithfully,

A Gujral, (Sec)
India Soc.

Dear Sir, - I was disgusted and
appalled on reading a letter about
India Soc elections, written in bad
taste, by a self-styled independent
observer, since the contents of the
letter clearly reveal that the
person who wrote the letter was
completely biased. I utterly refute
his claim of ‘independence’, since
I know that the author of the
letter is Mr Vinodh Dhanak
(Chem) who has made an issue of
the election out of personal
animosity.

Immediately after the election,
I admitted defeat but soon
afterwards some of my supporters
pointed out that the two persons
(who were supporters of Mr
Chakravarty) who did the
counting had deliberately
counted wrongly. It occurred to
me -that this was a distinct
possibility.

My supporters suggested I
should get signatures of people
who were dissatisfied with the
way the election was conducted.
The motive for obtaining
signatures was to register a protest
not to force a re-election. I could
have forced a re-election since I
had more than enough signatures.

The nameless observer likes to
cower in the security of his
anonymity. If he had the guts he
would have revealed his identity.

Sincerely yours,

Satinder Purewal
Chem Eng

Dear It,
I feel I must correct the errors in

Sonia Hochfelder’s correction of

Rich Archer’s errors last week.
Firstly, (to take the points in the
order she took them) the motion
did not mention the stripper, and
if Chris Fox said that the motion
would ‘probably’ (Sonia’s word)
entail the exclusion of the
stripper, then he was talking out
of his arse as he commonly does
(Hi! Chris). Rich was merely
putting forward a statement of
intent, namely to drag the
Smoking Concert up out of the
shit which I and my preceding
officers had allowed it to sink into.
He reckoned (quite rightly) that
the standard of sketches in recent
years has fallen far below the
standard acceptable to the
Union, and has decided that his
way of getting decent
entertainment value is to
completely redesign the concert,
starting with the name. Though I
disagree entirely with the name
change, I applaud his motives for
proposing the motion, and wish
him great luck in his crusade
against the rest of the world as
Ents Supremo. To return to last
week’s letter, if Ms. Hochfelder
had actually attended Smoking
Concert, she may have noticed
several pissed-up persons who
certainly tried to disrupt it,
though not through idealistic
principles, but through
straightforward cussedness. We
(meaning I) had no cause for
complaint from the protesters. In
fact I thought they behaved quite
restrainedly (actually I never saw
them). Is this a sign of paranoia?

Oh, and one other thing, isn’t it
amazing how two people’s
memories of the same meeting
differ? I am, of course, assuming
that our correspondent of last
week ‘was actually present at it.
Yours,

Mick Maghar

P.S. I bet the next line is ‘This
correspondence is now closed’

Dear John,
Much though I eschew
continuous boring columns

appearing in FELIX weck after
week, I am prompted to reply to
Sonia Hochfelder’s insane letter
of last week, referring to Rich

Archer’s most commendable
letter of the week before referring
to Sonia’s article of the week
before that.

Firstly, she complains that her
report did not say that the motion
mentioned the stripper, this is
highly unlikely because it didn’t,
and anyway Rich agrees with
this. Also she complains about Mr
Archier’s

‘undemocratic minorities’. She
seems to think that women
protesters were the only such

group in Mr Fox’s mind at the
time. If Sonia can divine Chris’
thoughts, good for her. I see it
only as Rich trying to explain the
changes taking place.

Again Ms Hochfelder seems to
think that adequate reason for the
name ‘Headlights Revue’ was not
given. ‘However, Rich Archer
explains at length the reasons for
the change. The name itself is self-
explanatory but perhaps Sonia
has no ‘esprit de camaradarie’
with our provingcial colleagues.

In case anybody really is
wondering to whom Rich is
referring when he said ‘the people
who go to disrupt and drink free
beer’, well I think he meant the
people who go to disrupt and
drink free beer.

Further, I can detect no
untoward references to women

interpretation of

protesters in Rich A’s letter, but I
do detect bees in the Hochfelder
Bonnet, which seem to be the
raison d’etre of the whole letter.

I do not mind people airing
their (misguided) views in public
except when they try to twist the
meanings of a sensible person and
the views of a democratic body. In
other words ‘up yours’.

Sean O’Boyle,
RCSU President-elect

Dear John, - I feel that I owe your
‘ace reporter’ an apology. Whilst
attending to my daily chores,
some time ago, she approached
me and asked for interpretation
of a motion passed by an RCSU
Joint General Committee that I
had seconded. (Un) fortunately,
like life itself, a motion passed by a
caucus of nearly 50 is not without
its ambiguities. This, combined
with my rather inept use of the
English language, led to Sonia’s
misunderstanding. I would like to
close with a fun but wouldn’t
know how to have pun. (Brought
to you by ‘Smoking Concert

sketches the world never saw
inc.’).
Yours (Un)repentantly
ambiguous,
Mr Fox

(but you can call me Chris)

The Huxley Club

A small but significant number of IC graduates and postgraduates
enter the teaching profession each year, mostly, of course, to teach
science in secondary schools. In the belief that it might be both useful
and enjoyable to meet from time to time, a small group arranged an
inaugural dinner at the College in February 1979, the outcome of which
was the formation of the Huxley Club.

The objects of the Club are to establish and maintain contact between
IC graduates now teaching and to create a closer and more abiding link
between their schools and the College than otherwise exists.
Membership is open to an ex-IC graduate or postgraduate now
teaching. An Annual Dinner is to be arranged during the winter, usually
in London, and in addition there will be a more informal gatheringin the
summer outside London, at which guests are welcome (in June 1979
this took the form of a buffet luncheon at Clifton College, after which
those present were shown round the Science department).

There is no membership subscription, but an appropriate charge to
those attending is made to pay the cost of each function. Plans are now
being made for the next Annual Dinner, to be held early in 1980, which
will probably take place at Dulwich College.

Any ex-IC graduate or postgraduate now teaching, who would like to
join the Huxley Club is asked to write to the Chairman,

Mr David Rossell,

21 Mallard Road,
Selsdon Vale,

South Croydon.
(telephone 01-651 2819)

The Club would also like to be of assistance to any present IC
students intending or contemplating a teaching career. Any such are
cordially invited to get in touch with the Club’s IC Correspondent, Mr
John Thole, at 53 Princes Gate (internal telephone 2659).
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Fees Increase

[ was horrificd by the 20% increase in fees for oversees
students. This was much more than necessary and also far
greater than imagined. It is about time College stopped saying
that they’re against fee differentials and started doing something
about it.

Well Done Again

Yet agair: Day By Day was delivered on time despite another
Wednesday afternoon exam. and I am very grateful to Colin for
proving so reliable. I wish I could say the same for the mystery
girl from IF who didn’t get her article to the FELIX Office in
time to decorate page 4 this week. Short of printing a signed
photograph of Simon he’s back Milner I realised that we would
have to do without a nhoto just this once.

Lifelines

Sorry to say that John S. has just informed me that the
Registrar wouldn’t be able to mail out a Pre-freshers issue of
FELIX this year; what with all this cut back in spending etc. so
there will be little point in producing one. If you were saving
your society article for this, rather than putting it in the
handbook, or if you just plain missed the deadline then allI can
suggest 1s, *° Put il in the Freshers’ Issue. ™

There may still be an issue in July for anvone around College
at the time and the copydate for this is the July 20th. A second
PG issue will appear in August and copy must be in by the 10th
of that month. Articles for the Freshers ish. must arrive before
21st September.

There, I got through all that without once mentioning the
words Copy Deadline!

Tube Strike

I bet you were all hoping to use the planned tube strike as a
good excuse to miss your last exam or hand your project in late.
Sorry to disappoint you but it was a bit obvious. The Brain
Drain thought of this and he will be opening up Crash-Pad for
all of the last week so you won’t be able to get away with it. You
really must be more imaginative.

PG Trips

..and everyone just stood and stared!It’sthe infamous Joy ride
for Post-graduate students (and Sabbaticals) to the City of
Cambridge in, of all places: Cambridgeshire taking up more
space in my Editorial this week. Need I'say, ** Don’t forget!™ The
trip is on Friday 20th not as advertised in the last edition of PG
Tips.

Bound Editions

If you want your set of FELICES bound into a handsome
volume then just pop them into the FELIX Office sometime
soon as we can then complete the set on the last day of term and
take them straight to the binders. Last year the charge was [11
and I sincerely hope this will not be increased too much. We can
complete a limited number of sets from our files but we are still
very short of issue nos. 492,495 and 497 and any spare copies of
these would be appreciated.Cheers,

John.
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