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ENTER THE FRESHER
This year saw the introduction of a new svproach

to Freshers' Day. Instead of being just one day to which

all the Club officials look forward as i'-day, the crowd of

500 odd freshers was split up into three groups and invited

to tea on the Saturday, Sunday and Monday preceding Black

Tuesday. ‘This provided Club officials with a better

opportunity to speak to the Freshers.

On each day, the Pro-Rector, the President, the

Chairman of the A.C.C. and the S.C.C., and representatives

of U.T.C. and the Air Squadron made speeches from the

platform, after which Freshers went to tea and the Club

officials. Repetition of speeches seemed to improve them

in a way, though the platform party on Monday wore, one

thought, a look of being resigned to it all - or was I

seeing things?

A welcome idea was to have one group. composed
entirely of Post-Graduates, as usually they don't take

kindly to the line handed out to Undergrad: freshers.
when the Post-Grads and the Ladies

were in, there seemed to be far too many people with tags
and far too few freshers to persuade.

The bar put up in the Old Lounge that pa inca also

lacked demand. This in fact appeared to be qase of a
well-meant, well-planned idea misfiring due to gquses
beyond, so to speak, the Union's control.

Another innovation was the afternoon talks given on
successive days by Profs. Levy, Blackett and Ford. They

spoke on topics of their own choice and, not giving

obvious sales-talks, were well appreciated. ivensong

was held in Hely Trinity Church on Sunday, this alsy

being for the first time in the history of Freshers".Days.

Altogether, an enterprising and successful attempt to.

improve on the old system of craming all the Freshers

under one roof.

_ People |
I.C. 2s usual has been wanderins far nnd wide under

she summer sun. Siners and geolotists do it

yrofessioneliy and almost as a matter of course. The

rest find varions means of getting themselves avay fron

it all.

Feur minerswent to Gold Coast, three of whom

‘returneé with healthy tans and the Poursh with a deathly
vellow somplexion; the result, we learn,of taking the

wong anti-melaria drug. Anton Browm went to Labrador

anc was thus spared the agony of burmpins into other I.C.

ties, for it seems that allthe veople who go to
Canada keep running into each other however they may

wish to avcid it.

Seandinavia attracted many, and treated. them well.

Sorscher and Ramstad must be cursing som eboay, ead they
were within a fev miles of each other in Denman

yet could:'t meet. Tully went to .Sweden and says you

cen bring money out of that country now.

Pete Liley spent a fortnight in Spain and spent all

his allowance then, which by Spanish standards is a
life of extreme luxury. No further details are available.

Bill Hudson went to France, there to work at making wine.

He has got so used to thinking about litus of wine that
he still hasn't readjusted himself to drinking pints.

Various indivicual members of the Sliding Club

massed. the latter vart of the vacation gliding in “rance.

tdike Neale, vho went to the “rench National Competitions

at Pont St. Vincent as aide-de-camm to Philip wills, the
vorlé sliding champion, assures us that he was drunk only

once.

Our Sx-Procuction lanater Phil Purser, languishing

in Birmingham looking for a“ok tells us "Don't even come
here. Theonly bright spots at nisht are the Selisha

beacons. iy hishsvot of tbe week: is when I take the doz

for a walk on Jriday slated ahaa (ve imazine that it is the
dos;'s hizhspot too. }

This year, members of I.C./.A. have shomn o acsire

Tor the wide onenspaces in their choice of vacation

work.

Three little maids lived in a caravan whose official

address was "Noiians Land." The first little maid

studed the flight of greenflies; the second put insect-

ceabeg (Contd. on next colum.
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The rYuneral service being conducted in Silwood Park.

Fhe death is reported at Silwood, on July 7, of the

29 Giub. This movement was very active last year and

made the headlines twice in FELIX. People will remember

the trail of the improbable spinster from the R.C.M.

to the Q.A. Hostel in and over the Union last term.

July, they met Guildsmen at Silwood. Their taxi

apparently ran amok, assumed an anaemic shade of white,

and jacked itself up in a vile of bricks. The wheels

went off for a spin on their own. When last seen the taxi

was seeking sanctuary in Sumuiingdale Church.

Seeing the state into which the Club had fallen, it

was decided that rapid internment was necessary for the

well-being of the community. Accordingly it was re-

christened the 264 Club and given a solemn burial near

the cookhouse. No effort was spared, with a pious Welsh

preacher officiating and a Guilds choir, gravediggers and
mourners assisting him. Mr. A-, respected lecturer of

the Guilds, read a Lesson from mathamatical tables.
Every summer after exams, lst year Civils descend on

Silwood Park for surveying, and always manage to leave

their mark. Last year they painted a zebra to the local

yub and decorated the picture house. Similar plans this

year were well advanced but were postponed after a social

call by the Berkshire County Constabulary and subsequent,

departure in their lorry of various road and other beet

Nevertheless, one bright morning a 30 ft. black and red?

ranging pole sprouted up, as did a totem pole with mystic
signs of the Central American tribe known as Guilds. A

telegraph pole promised adventure, being painted white

and labelled "North Pole. Queue here for Eskimo Nell."

The entomologists at Silwood report the discovery of

a new huge winged insect Polyspottum palliasum, and an

as-yet wnnamed 10 ft. variety of the caterpillar. Research

is in progress in the Seo inint though the specimens

This

are now in a badly deteriorated condition.

from the last column.)

the menagerie on honey,

ox blood: the third little

maid followed bumble bees home. Two active members of

I.0.W.5.C. fowmd themselves in the wilds of Scotland for

a time althouch exactly what they were doing is cloaked

by the "Official Secrets Act."

Another two went Sweden where they worked in a

cannins factory picking out bad peas, sticking on labels

and learning how to make "smbrgas."

Of the stay-at-homes one undertook the job of

librarian at the liarine Biological Station at iillport,

and an illustrious nost-graduate having, completed a

metereolosy covrse is now eg umbrellas in Harrods.

Snecial mention shoul? +e given to iiss Janet

“indlater who was one ot! witish University teams

taking oo in the Inter.ational Students' Athletic
match in Germany this summer. ‘She came 4th in the
long jump and was a member of the women 's relay team

which came 3rd in their event.

icides on bectles and fed

condensed milk and dried
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JOHN S: HARDING

x

Sariier this year, the profile of John Hardin.

appeared as president of R.C.S. This time FULT. profilus

him as mmber one man of the I.o. Union. Busides his union

activities, John is also well-known as a leading member of

the Dramatic Society, amongst whom he is more usually known

as "Willy", after his celebrated performance.

Willy is a difficult person to analyse, beyond the

first observation that an artistic bent is a greater elanent

in his character than is plain force. Hé keeps in mind many

fluent ideas and accurate comments on events, but is

reluctant to thrust them forward, too quickly, in public.

One is therefore surprised at his success in the Unione On

occasions, these two interests auit each other's demands
well, but there are times when this is not so, such ag his

speeches at receptions, which are sometimes more serious

than suit the function.

Freshers will have met him at. receptions, and some

Chemists will have known him as th® ‘demonstrator who put out

their earlier experimental fires; but these appearances,

together with those at Union meetings, do not add up to show

the whole Harding. Commonsense he may have gained from bein:

tossed around in war=time evacuation, and experience from

taking Matric. at a Co-ed school. Success in obtaining a

Royal Scholarship came after two years in a school of boys

only, and he came to the R.C.S. Chemistry Department in 1948

at the age of seventeen, a year earlier than he expected. He

thus missed his turn as Head Boy at school: here is the ‘link

that has led to his being 'Head Boy’ of the 2.9.S., and also

to his professed interest im industrial administration.

He admits that his abrupt change from school to I.C.

left “him with social commitments at home (Ilford), that,

together with Finals in his second year, left him effective-

ly a Brown~Bagger at 1.C. for so long. He eventually passed

from qa mild interestin the Rifle Club via as second in the

Seconds in Finals, to research and the Dramatic Society. He

has maintained his interest in singing and sailing, and must

be vare in having read.all tut one of the books on show in

his considerable bookshelf.

This is Johns fourth post-graduate year, doing

research on some extremely organic sulphur compounds, with

their unpleasant chemical ~ and social - problems. It is an
odd truth that for all his Union activities, John manages

to parcel his time so well that he may most surely be
contacted in the laboratory. This is quite a reputation to
maintains

During last year, John has had little difficulty in
presiding over the R.C.S. Union meetings. Some say that this
is due to the general lack of liveliness in R.C.S. If so,
John will have a new experience in having.to control those
who will never be satisfied with the Unions plans for the
i of November, when the next I.C. Union meeting takes--
ptaceo.

This is what John Harding, the Presidant of 1.0.U.,

himself a postgrad, has to say to his colleagues:

Imperial College probably differs in many respects

from your previous university or college but I am sure that

for the facilities it offers it is second to none. What-~

ever sporting or social interests you pursued during your

undergraduate days, you will find them all more then

adequately catered for at I.C. To those of you from

overseas the activities of the Union provide the most

convienient way of becoming acquainted with the

peculiarities of the English way of life.

Now that the majority of undergraduate freshers come

straight from school there is a shortege of experienced

men to take responsible positions in Union affairs. It

isto the postgraduates to whom we must look for more

support than, in general, they have given in the past.

As a postgraduate myself I am sure that you can all find

time for active participation in at least one sphere of

Union activities.

—_

A Frenchman who came nere to study English

suddenly dispaired and went back to France. On

being asked the reason, he pulled out a news-
paper cutting which said: "OKLAHOMA -=

pronounced success."

FELIX will be published this term on

Fridays Oct.16 and 30,November 13 and 27, and

December 11, Contributions should be addreesed

+o the Editor, sports reports to the Sports

Editor;,advertisements to the Advertising Sec.,

and coming events to the Coming Events Ed.

ALL material should be-handed in before

each Saturday preceding publication, and

preferably the Monday before that.

THE FRESHER'S GUIDE:

To clear off some ‘fog that no doubt still

persists in your mind about the Union, the FELIX

suidance bureau (Regd. under the Companies Act)
has compiled an alphabetical guide. It is in no

sense complete, but enough to start with. A

classified index will appear in a later issue.
AYRTCN HALL: See "Queenies".

BAR, THE UNION: Primarily intended for

the consumption of alcohol, it has developed into

a great institution. Those pots glittering’on

the shelves are reserved; maybe you'll get one

later on (see "Yard"). Branches operate on
special occasions. ;

BARBER'S SHOP: On the top floor. Start

looking for it in the morning, so you can get a

good haircut in the lunch-hour. Open Monday to

Friday*, 9 to 6.

CLOAKROOM: This is where you put your cloaks.

No daggers are accepted, but harmless things like

brown bags may be deposited at the owner's risk.

COMMITTEE ROOMS: These are behind the doors

at the end of the Old Lounge (q.v:). Room "A"
has a historical collection of stamps, posted on

the ceiling in the days of King Alfred.

DINING HALLS (Upper and Lower):: These
previde food, as you no doubt know by now (see
Bise "Queenies"). ae

GYM, THE: This is the place most often
disguised in the Union. It is ‘seen in many garbs
- as a theatre, concert hall, badminton court,

boxing ring; but most often as@ dance floor.

You'll find out. wees ;
LOUNGE, THE OLD: This 4 where everybody

seems to come in the lunch-hour# Seats are

provided, but don't be surprised‘if you spend. more

time in it as part of the lunch queue, standing up.~

LOUNGE, THE NEW: See "Snack Bar".

"QUEENIES": This is in the Unwin building,

on the first floor (I think). Easiest way to get
there is from the’ road. If you are interested in

psychological patterns, let your friend loose on

the top floor in Gkilds, tell him to reach Queenies

in the quickest possible time, and watch his

“behaviour closely. I almost forgot - Queenies

serves food, in surroundings slightly brighter than
4m the dining halls. (See "Ayrton Halim")

’ RADIO, THE: In the Cid Lounge, audible (if
om) when the Bridge Club is playing bridge. When
it is conducting post-mortems, you'll be lucky to

hear anything in that place.

SNACK BAR: In the New Lounge, opposite the

bookstall. Sandwiches._ Good lounge, too.,

UNLON UFFICL: Get your hop tickets here.

YARD, THE: Ask a Miner. The winner of the

Mines Fresher's Yard gets a pot in the Bar.

Well, this is where we started, remember:

Happy hunting! “

*Inclusive, except Tue. Wed. and Thu.

oae ~ Oem rrinted below vas discoversd-in an

odd corner of the PLLIX cunboard. It was written

by Bryan licCarthy, who left I.C..in 1951, and who
must be one of the most colourful people who, ever

inhabited our cloisters. is recall ow, with a

few minutes evailable at the end of a debate, he

stood on the floor, and ~roceeded to sive ‘a short
survey of the History of luman achieverent."

a master of the telling -urease. he wrote in

Fhosnix "the Victorian targe was besinning to

creak, If ever a rost-.@llsian rrorhet left

1.C. ie isene. tne oricinel thire verse of this

roem, which referred to a young lady's cress being

caught in a tube trein, has been removed.

WE'VE SEEN IT ALL BEFORE, BOYS! gom

The log-truck races down the hill

Tall pines flash by on either side,
The driver's looking rather il1

He's being taken for a ride,
The brake is gone - the engine roars

Anda cinema audience snores.

Thetve seen it all before, boys!

The've seen it all before.
- es

.

The frowning hero of the screen
Coolly wallops’ the leading Judy,

,She swipes him one across the bean -
' Rather piqued, she's mean and moody,

The weary crowds are ot out
oo They know too well it's love at first clout.

KA eHThe've seen it all before, boys! |

oy The've seen it all before.

oN
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"Deliver us from 1iberation,”* x.
Powers, puppets, one and all
Take partners for the danse macabre - @
or ehould I say the dence MacArthur? (

We won't gee it many times more, boys!
We won't see it many times more.

Great Powers rumble wit: inflation
she people call


