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ENTER THE FRESHER

This year saw the introduction of a new suvroach
to Freshers' Day. Instead of being Jjust one day to which
all the Club officials look forward as i-day, the crowd of
500 odd freshers was split up into three groups and invitel
to tea on the Saturday, Sunday and liondsy preceding Black
Tuesday. This provided Club officials with a better
opportunity to speak to the Freshers.

On each day, the Pro-Rector, the President, the
Chairman of the A.C.C. and the S.C.C., and representatives
of U.T.C. and the Air Squadron made speeches from the
platform, after which Freshers went to tea and the Club
officials. Repetition of speeches seemed to improve them
in a way, though the platform party on lionday wore, one
thought, a look of being resigned to it all -~ or was I
seeing things?

A welcome idea was to have one group composed
entirely of Post-Graduates, as usually thsy don't take
kindly to the line handed out to Undergrad Freshers.

- On Sunday, though, when the Post-Grads and the ladies
were in, there seemed to be far too many necmle with tags
and far too few freshers to persuade.

The bar put up in the 01ld Lounge that Pventmg also
lacked demand. This in fact appeared to be 4 gase of a
well-meant, well-planned idea misfiring due to ,,puses
beyond, so to speak, the Union's control.

Another innovation was the afternocon talks g:.ven on
successive days by Profs. Levy, Blackett and Ford. They
spoke on topics of their own choice and, not giving
obvious sales-talks, were well appreciated. Evensong
was held in Hely Trinity Church on Sunday, this a.lso
being for the first time in the history of Freshers”.Days.
Altogether, an enterprising and successful attempt to
improve on the 0ld system of craming all the Freshers

.under one roof.

People |

I.C. =s usual has been wandering far and wide
the swmer swi, :dners and geologists do it
pro“essio'x"l‘" and almost ns a matter of course. The
rest £ind varions means of getting themselves avay from
it all.

Faur miners went to Gold Coast, three of vhom
‘returned vith healthy tans and the fourth vith a deathly
vellow zomplexion; the result, we learn,of taking the
wrong anti-nelaria drug. Anton Brovm went to Labrador
and was thus spared the agony of burmping into other I.C.
ties, for it seems that all the people vho go to
Canada keep running into each other however they may
wish to avcid it.

Scandinavia attracted many, znd treated them well.
Jorscher and Remstad rmst be cnrsing somebody, for they
were within a fev miles of each other in Denmari and
et could:.'t meet. Tully went to Il.8weden and says you
cen bring money out of that gountry now.

Pete Liley spent a fortnight in Spain and spent all
his allowance then, which by Spenish. standards is a
life of extreme lwaury. Ho further details are available.
Bill Hudson went to France, there to work at making wine.
e has got so used to thinking about litus of wine that
he still hazn't readjusted himself to drinking pints.

under

Tarious individual members of the Zliding Club
Dass ed the latter part of the vacation gliding in Irance.
ke ileale, vho went to the French National Competitions
at Pont St. Vincent as aide-de-carmy to Philip Wills, the
wrorlé zliding charmion, assurss us that he wos drunk only
once.,

Our Zx-Procduction lianager, Fhil Purser, lancuishing
in Birminchen looking for a Jjob tells us "Don't cven come
hese. Theonly brisht spots st nizht are the Telisho
'bea.con.s. .y hizhspot of theo veel: is vhen I take the dog

or a walk on 'nd“j nizht." (ie imazine that it is the
clo' 's highspot too. )

This year, members of I.C...A. have zhom o desire
for the wide open spaces in their choice of vacation

- work.

Three little maids lived in a caravan vhose official
address was "No ianc Land." The first little maid
studed the flight of greenflies; the second put insecct-
St o (Contd. on next columne
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The runeral service being conducted in Silwood Park.

The death is reported at Silwood, on July 7, of the
29 Club. This movement was very active last year and
made the headlines twice in FELIX. People will remember
the trail of the improbable spinster from the R.C.M.
to the Q.A. Hostel in and over the Unidn last term.
July, they met Guildsmen at Silwood. Their taxi
apparently ran amok, assumed an anaemic shade of white,
and jacked itself up in a pile of bricks. The wheels
went off for a spin on their owm. ‘hen last secn the taxi
was seeking sanctuary in Suwangdale Church.

Seeing the state into vhich the Club had fallen, it
was decided that rapid internment was necessary for the
well-being of the community. Accordingly it was re-
christened the 28% Club and given a solemn burial near
the cookhouse. No effort was spared, with a pious Welsh
preacher officiating and a Guilds choir, gravediggers and
mourners assisting him, lir. A-, respected lecturer of
the Cuilds, read s Lesson from mathamatical tables.

Hvery summer after exams, lst year Civils descend on
Silwood Park for surveying, and always manage to leave
their mark. Last year they vainted a zebra to the local
pub end decorated the picture house. Similar plans this
year were well advanced but were postponed after a social
call by the Berkshire County Constabulary and subsequen
departure in their lorry of various road and other signs.
Hevertheless, one bright morning a 30 ft. black and reds
ranging pole sprouted up, as did a totem pole with mystic
signs of the Central Americen tribe knovm as Guilds. A
televv‘auh pole promised adventure, being painted white

end labelled "North Pole. Queue here for Eskimo Nell.'

The entomnlogistsat Silwood report the discovery of
a new huge winged insect Polyspottum palliasum, and an

-yet unnemed 10 ft. variety of the caterpillar. Research
is in progress in the department, though the specimens
are now in a badly deteriorated condition.

This

from the last columm. )
icides on bectles and fed the menagerie on honey,
condensed milk and dried ox blood: the third little
maid followed burble bees home. Two active members of
I.0.W.S,C. found themselves in the wilds of Scotland for
a time although exactly what tney were doing is cloaked
by the "Official Secrets Act."

Another two went to Sweden where they worked in a
canning Cactory picking out bad peas, sticking on labels
and learning how to make "smBrgas."

Of the rtag.r—:xt~h:xnes one undertook the job of
librarian at the liarine Biological Station at Idllport,
and an illustrious post-graduate having completed a
metereclozy corrse is now sclling umbrellas in Harrods.

Special mc-*x‘hion shoul? 12 given to iiss Janet
Mndlaker who was one of &' . ‘ritish University tesms
taking rqr* in the Intpu tional Students' Athletic
match in Jermeny this swmer.  She came 4th in the
long jump and was a member of the women's relay team
which came 3rd in their cevent.




PROFILE

JOHN S: HARDING

Zarlier this year, the profile of Jolwn [Harding
appeared as president of R.C.S. This time 7LI. jxofilus
him as mmber one man of the I.C. Unione Busides his union
activities, John is also well-known as a leading member of
the Dramatic Society, amongst whom he is more usually kmnown
as "Willy", after his celebrated performance.

Willy is a difficult person to analyse, beyond the
first obsexrvation that an artistic bent is a greater element
in his character than is plain force. Heé keeps in mind many
fluent ideas and accurate comments on events, but is
reluctant to thrust them forward, too quieckly, in public.
One is therefore surprised at his success in the Union. On
occasions, these two interests suit sach other's demands
well, but there are times when this is not &0, such as his
speeshes at receptions, which are sometimes more serious
than suit the function. 2

Freshers will have met him at receptions, and some
Chemists will have known him as th&‘damonstrator who put out
their earlier experimental fires; but these appearances,
together with those at Union meetings, do not add up to show
the whole Harding. Commonsense he may have gained from bein;
tossed around in war-time evacuation, and experience from
taking Matric. at a Co-ed school. Success in obtaining a
Royal Scholarship came after two years in a school of boys
only, and he came to the R.C.5. Chemistry Department in 1948
at the age of seventeen, a year earlier than he expected. He
thus missed his turn as Head Boy at school; hers is the link
that has led to his being 'Head Boy' of the R.0.S., and also
to his professed interest im industrisl administratione

He admits that his abrupt change from school to I.C.
Teft him with social commitments at home (Ilford), that,
together with Finals in his second year, laft him effective-
ly a Brown-Bagger at I.C. for so long. He eventually passed
from a mild interest in the Rifle Club via s seccond in the
Seconds in Finalg, to research and the Dramatic Society. He
has maintained his interest in singing and sailing, and must
B® rare in having read ell but one of the books on show in
his considerable bookshelf.

This is Jyohns fourth post-graduate year, doing
Topcarch on some extremely organic sulphur compounds, with
thedr urmpleasant chemical - and social - problems. It is an
odd truth that for all his Union ectivities, John manages
to parcel his time so well that he may most surely be
contacted in the laboratory. This is quite a reputation to
maintaine

During last year, John has had little difficulty in
presiding over the R.C.S. Union meetings. Some say that this
is due to the general lack of liveliness in R.C.S. If so,

John will have a new experience in having to control those
who will never be satisfied with the Unions plans for the
Ei:th of November, when the next I.C. Union meeting takes—
places.

This is what John Harding, the Presidant of L.C.U.y
himself a postgrad, has to say to his colleagues:

Imperial College probably differs in msny respects
from your previous university or college but I em sure that
for the facilities it offers it is second to none. Vhat-
ever sporting or social interests you pursued during your
undergraduste days, you will find them all more then
adequately catered for at I.C. To those of you from
overseas the activities of the Union provide the moat
convienient way of becaming acquainted with the
peculiarities of the English vay of life.

Now that the majority of undergraduate freshers come
straight from school there is a shortege of experienced
men to take responsible positions in Union affeirs. It
is to the postgraduates to whom we must look for more
support than, in general, they have given in the past.
As & postgraduate myself I am sure that you can all find
time for active participation in at least one sphere of
Union activities.

A Frenchmen who ceme nere to study English
suddenly dispeired and went back to France. On
being asked the reason, he pulled out a news-
paper cutting which seids " O KL A H OMA -
pronounced success."

FELIX will be publighed this term on
Fridays Oct.16 and 30,November 13 and 27, and
December 11, Contributions should be addressed
to the Editor, sports reports to the Sports
Editory,advertisements to the Advertiesing Sec.,
and coming events to the Coming Events Ed.

All material should be-handed in before
each Saturday preceding publication, and
preferably the Monday before that.

THE FRESHER'S GUIDE:

To clear off some fog that no doubt still
persists in your mind about the Union, the FELIX
guidance bureau (Regd. under the Companies Act)
has compiled an alphabetical guide. It is in no
sense complete, but enough to start with. A
classified index will appear in a later issue.

AYRTCN HALL: See "Queenies".

BAR, THE UNION: Primarily intended for
the consumption of alcohol, it has developed into
a great institution. Those pots glittering on
the shelves are reserved; maybe you'll get one
later on (see "Yard"). Branches operate on
special occasions.

BARBER'S SHOP: On the top floor. Start
looking for it in the morning, so you can get a
good haircut in the lunch-hour. Open Monday to
Friday*, 9 to 6.

CLOAKROOM: This is where you put your cloaks.
No daggers are accepted, but harmless things like
brown bags may be deposited at the owner's risk.

COMMITTEE ROOMS: These are behind the doors
at the end of the 0ld Lounge (q.vi). Room "A"
has a historical collection of stamps, posted on
the ceiling in the days of King Alfred.

DINING HALLS (Upper and Lower):. These
provide food, as you no doubt know by now (see
2lso "Queenies"). S

GYM, THE: This is the place most often
disguised in the Union. It is "seen in many garbs
- as a theatre, concert hall, badminton court,
boxing ring; but most often as .& dance floor.
You'll ‘find ‘out. & :

~ LOUNGE, THE OLD: This & where everybody
seems to come in the lunch-houriy Seats are
provided, but don't be surprised if you spend. more
time in it as part of the lunch queue, standing up. -

LOUNGE, THE NEW: See "Snack Bar".

"QUEENIES" : This is in the Unswin building,
on the first floor (I think). = Easiest way to get
there is from the/ road. If you are interested in
psychological patterns, let your friend loose on
the top floor in Guilds, tell him to reach Queenies
in the quickest possible time, and watch his
‘behaviour closely. I almost forgot - Queenies
serves food, in surroundings slightly brighter than
4n the dining halls. (See "Ayrton Hall"%

: RADIO, THE: In the (1ld Lounge, audible (if
on) when the Bridge Club is playing bridge. When
it is conducting post-mortems, you'll be lucky to
hear anything in that place.

SNACK BAR: In the New Lounge,
bookstall. Sendwiches. = Good lounge, too..

UNLCK OFFICE: Get your hop tickets here.

YARD, THE: Ask a Miner. The winner of the
Mines Fresher's Yard gets a pot in the Bar.

Well, this is where we started, remember.
Happy hunting!

opposite the

*Inclusive, except Tue. Wed. and Thu.

The »oep rrinted below as discoversd.in an
odd corner of the IFLLIX cunboard. It written
by Bryan licCarthy, who left I.C. in 1951, and vho

rmust be one of the most colourful peorle who ever
inhabited our cleisters. ‘lerrscall low, sith a
few minutes available at the end of a debate, he
stood on the floor, and ~roceeded to give “a short
survey of the History of Ilumen Achieverent.!

a master of the telling -larese, he wrote in
Fhosnix “the Victorian barze was beginning to
creek.! If ever a rost-.@llsian rrorhst left
I.C, b s he. Fhe orizinal third yerse of this
roer, which referred to a young lady's dress being
caught in a twbe train,

has besen renmoved.
WE'VE 3EEN IT ALL BEFORE, BOYS?

The log-truck races down the hill
Tall pines flash by on either side,
The driver's looking rather ill
He's being taken for a ride,
The brake is gone - the engine roars
And & cinema audience snores.
The've seen it all before, boys!
The've seen it all before.

R

The frowning heko of the screen
Coclly wallops™ the leading Judy,

y She swipes him one across the bean -

. Rather piqued, she's mean and moody,

The weary crowds are tiling out

They know too well it's

! The've seen it all before.

érnt Powers rumble w inflation
And race to arm - the people call
"Deliver us from liberation,"

Powers, puppets, one and all
Take partners for the danse macabre - (¢
Or ehould I say the dence hc.Art.hur? :

We won't gee it many times more, boys!

¥e won't see it many times more.

), % ove at first clout.
(" AghéiThe've seen it all before, boyst
i @
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Well! Well! So here we are again, including
the freshers, especially the freshers, for whom
this issue is mainly intended (0ld hands please
stoy reading this column here and now, you have
had all this before.).

This is, as you should know by now, Imperial
College. You have no doubt been softened with
teas and plastered with propaganda by the Clubs
and Societies. Did you take them very seriously?
We hope not; for if you did, you will go in for
too many asctivities and won't have any time left
over for your studies. Keep your wits about you,
and make a sensiblie selection -~ there's a wide
choice. If you are really good at something, you
will certainly take it up. But try also a thing
or two that you never tried before - through lack
of interest or opportunity or both. Do not
hesitate to ask =11 the guestions you want to
before you decide; don't worry about that sub-
scription figure either - you will be given plenty
of time to pay that.

Remember that this is your Union, and depends
on your support for its activities. Whatever you
wish to do, try esnd do it here - and there are
precious few things you can't do here, You have
come here not merely to get an academic drilling
(you will certainly get that) but to get a
University education, the full benefits of which
can only be gained through active participation in
student activities. Make the most of your
opportunity.

The post-graduate freshers (and indeed all
post-grads) are time and time again criticized for
their lack of interest in the Union's activi.iies,

, but no constructive approach had so far been made.

They will undoubtedly find the articls on page 2.
interesting and, we hope, convincing.

o Now for a werd sbout ourselves. FELIL is entirely
made wp by simdemts, though all of its resders are not
‘students, It imvites the sopport ef all of you, elther as
aontributers or in mny of the many otker capacities in
which you can help it. If nothing eldw, do write a Iotter to
the Editor fram time to time when yem wre grudging abont
semething or eanother, or whem you mve n suggestion to maks.

: FELIX congratulates Cliff., Harireaves, oue 0. 1.8,
past Editors, on his marriage to larthie Stuiveling.

-

KENSINGTON
PHLACE

KENSINGTON

VIEWPOINT

" 1t is usual, at this time of the year, @ik “T®
first Hop of the term, for FELIX to comment on way WREmImE
‘of the Hop and on the behaviour of those present. ¥his yesr

TELIX went amongst the young ladies present to see whaw
they thousht of the Hop. :
It was remarkable that we ever met our first viotdm,
as she complained that after arriving outside the amtrense
to the Union in Prinue Consort Road, they could n't find
the way round the temnis courts. This young lady did .
say at what time she arrived; if it was any time after 10.00
we could well imagine the difficulties confronting anyone
attempting to get to the gym. However, once inside the gym,
this visitor from Westfield thought the arrangements quite
good but did not enjoy seeing a great mob of I.C. standing
across the edge of the floors She added that she had no
objection to them standing there, once she had been asked
for a dance. ; =
A member of Q.E. . was the next to be interviewed. Herx
main objection was to fellows spending the evening in the
bar until pass~outa were no longer required to get into the
Hope When it was pointed out to her that quite a few of
these fellows would have come in earlier if they had been
able to buy tickets, she replied that she had got in with-
out a ticket and had stayed at Q.E.C. until she thought she
would be able to get in. It was n't not being able to get a
ticket that kept her away - she did n't think the manners
of the me were good enough to spend a shilling on a ticket
The use of voecal records was criticized by one of the
younz ladies from The Central School of Speech and Drama,
which was to be expected. She said that a vocalist should
be trying to put feeling into the wogxds, and if this was
done, the rhythm would be affected. FELIX was n't awage of
much feooling,in any of the records, but the rhythm still
left much to be desired. One of the worst features of the
Hop, was the nexve-racking process of having to travexrse
the length of the lounge in oxder to get to the ladies
cloakxoom, while all the male inhabitants of the lounge
eyed them up and down. She did n't appreciate that most of
us like to know what will be available during the evenming.
Our severest critic was from Bedford {ollege. She
acocuged the crowd,at the back of the gym, of moral cowams-
ice in not asking the girls for a damce. It is a debatable
point that this 'moral cowardise’ might be justifieds Then
she went on to criticize the very poor stardarxd of danoinge
It was admitted, although vexy reluctantly, that there ware
some quite good dancers smongst ws, but ahs argued thud .
‘these were limited in their astions (denoing actions,wd
presume) by the crowd of unskillsd dancers getting im the
waye. According to this lady frem Bedfoxd, the wem &t Y.C.
should all leaxn to damse befors eosdng to the Hops, io-
stead of trying to pick-up the steps at the epense af the
unfortunate girlse She evidently thought the aole purpbse
of our Hops is to danne.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Editor, 9th October, 1953.
Felix.

Dear sir,

I was amazed on coming into the lower dining
hall the other morning to be told that noa-residents
are not permitted to have a cocoked meal for break-
fast, but may partake of cereals and toast; the
rule having been in force for a considerable number
of years.

Now the two apparent reasons are 1. Ration
books, which the residents have to hand in;.  and
2. A feeling on the part of the residents that they
should be allowed preferential treatment to the non-
residents. With regard to the first virtually the
only rationed food is butter, and anyway the cater-
ing licence of the dining hall goes entirely on
meals served. The books are handed in solely
because the members happen 1o be resident there.

In the second case the occupants of the hostel

seem to forget what a tremendous privilege it is to
be one of the 85 out of 1600 who have managed to
get into the hostel. They go seeking further
privileges, not only to their own advantage, but to
the definite disadvantsge o1 the pitiasly few
members of I.C. socially minded enough t0 have
meals in the Union.

The thought that possibly a student may travel
up to London and need a breakfast in town, naturally
at the most convenieat place, or even live in a room
near the college and eat in the refectory seems to
be completely lost. To be domesticated in the
centre of college activities at a cost very many
times less than that available anywhere else in
London, and still ask for more is poor form. I
therefore call on the Union toc throw out, as they
can, this and indeed all such, petty restrictions
which serve no practical purpose.

Yours faithfully,
Michael F. Baty,
2C,C and G.

Dear Sir,

I am writing to you on two matters concern
the I.C. Rag Committee. The first is the matter
of an I.C. war-cry. Last year FELIX at our
request published an appeal for ideas on a war-
ery, and one effort appeared in a later issue.
If any more are available, I would like to have
them

I would like you to bring our existence to
the notice of Freshmen. We invite any of them
who have any bright ideas in the way of rags to
contact me, through the Union rack, as we are
always glad of fresh inspiration. We prefer to
remaln unofficial, so that the Union need not be
officially connected with our activites.

Yours ete.,
Die Schone Mullgnin.

Chairman, Reg Committee.

Letters are invited on all subjecis hosoever
remotely connected with I.C. The writer may write under
& nom-de-pnlume, but his name and class must be made Imovm
to the Zditor.

AMATEUR DRPAMATICS

At the crack of davm on the 5th August a bus stopped
at the top entrance. suiddy membera of the I.C. Tram. Soc.
started puttine all the mops, flats, fool boxres, lizhts
ete. into i%. Just in time a volice constable cyeled up
and handed us the firearm licenze for tiie mwn and ritie
which we had ({or use in the play not for haraiiri).

Our destination vias the Civie FPlayhiouse, 01lG llenhsm,
vhere we were to {and did) cive 7 perfoimances of
Captain Carvalls by Duncan. Both Saturday's and Sunday's
performances ‘ere very well attendec. During the weelk,
apparently, the Cheltenham posulace was iove interect
their wealth than their enlture.

"he acting was up to the uszual standard; ithe sei,
however, was very well done. Because of the queer shape
of the stage (it was formmerly part of the baths) a whole
ronf had to be constructed. Tile the actous were
disporting themselves in the swirmiin~ -onl the stace hande
worked feverishly to finish the set Zor ihe onenin~ ni~hi.
Anmon other things a 1t of sand wns used!

At Geraldine's frierdly relations hetieen sis’’ and
actors was re-cnliivated over inmerous cumns of coilen.

On our last nizht, the 173k Antnst, neonle were
queuing to get in and the actors v-ie ~iven a w.onderfl
reception.

ARTD

An Exhibition of Drawings and Paintings made Cnring
the vacation vill be held this autum.

Students and Staff are invited to send in vorks to
the Union Offices at u date o be announced later.

in

CASY4L COLUMN

Reflections on a Dinner Jacket.

At this Uime of the year most frrshers resolve to go
to tie 1954 Commaem. “all, offering as an excuse the lack of
evening dress and suitable partner, or even the lack of
dancing ebility. Also, et this time of the year, a number
of second and third year man mske the same resolution, for
the same reasons. Some of them wake up before they leave
I1.C., an’. discover what they have been missing. Of the
oflhers, presunably many will never know how their youth has
been mis~spent. A good start to a University career has
not been made unless socisl, athletic and intellectual ace
tivities have been oroperly balanced.

Yor some yvears I liave been begring and borrowing
dinner jackets, but a recent incident convinced me of the
necessity ol Laving my ovm. Being invited to a ball, I
made my usual sirenuous e’forts to borrow clothing, and
borrowed father's though it was in a condition such as to
inspire the sub-heading of this column, Arriving at the ball
I discovered to .y hor. or tist everybody else wore fancy
dress. !y embarassnent reached a nasddrmn vhien I s/as awvare
ded the prize for a 'magnificent irditation of Charlie Chapline

The first hop of the session was notable for the
number of new records used. It has been our habit to
comnlain over the unenterprising nature of the records
tsually played, but this time we can say nothing. One
or two of the new records were a trifle difficult to
dance to, especially some slow quickstens, but no doubt
& few trials will weed them out. I wonder vhether any
of the early Dixie Land, Jelly Roll and Fats ialler dises
are worth exploring? This is a matter for connoisseurs.
Perhaps some collectors would be prepared to lend their
records to the Zntcr‘cainmentsc Camittee for an evening.
This colum will pass on any sugzestions received.

The hop was slichtly marred by an excitable youth
vho threw some fireworks on to the floor, and caused
some clothes to be damaged. This kind of behaviour has
occured at Harlington and people have been injured.

TFollowing the success of last year's General Studies
Lectures, iir. licDowall has produced a magnificent
programme for this term. TELIX conducted a surve;
almost a year ago, and discovered that, though the
Lectures were very popular there was a wide demand for
more current events and more controversy. lir. licDowall
has gone a long way towards satisfying these demends.
Trade Unions, Central Africen Federation, Cloperataves
and Commercial Television are among the topics to be
included this term. Dr. Jacques, conductor of .the
Bach Choir, will continue his amazingly successful talks
on music.

«e discovered in our surve: thol a couple of

isplated tals - on Law and [.odeom Fainting - had proved
very nomml ie are delizi:iof to find tiat =och of
these subjects hins been enlar~~C for us inio ¢ :eories of
lectures.
smong our orizinal criticimng il

noted that same theatres particularly the lavre nhysics
theatre, often needed nicroohomes I remember iri-ing
to listen %o a talk on Anerica inent anthority,
and finding it quite immossible
said, Thus odd, overlooked fechnical »ointc can
completely ruin the leciurez.

Tt is also very immortant that lectnre
punectnally at 2.2C nom.

ectures we

“he rate of lowr of the lunchtime ‘mene in the nesw

lounze is controlied wmrincinally by the rate of naying.
Thus, vhen secple walk strai ht to the head ol the .ueue
and buy a cup of coéffee they delay the lesitimate jueuers.
While it is ridiculous that anyone zhould li.ve to neue
for n quarter of an honr for a cun 2f coffece it is most
unfair that anyone should huve his lnack delayed for a
similar time, Jjust o the convenience of coffee Crinkers.
I suggest that until tiiere is a betisr arranvement, all

should (ueue.

“he Union Library. a
many of the new session's ne
Somaittee keens its eyec onenfor
beiny humon, it o?ten misczes Shene:diia
sugcestions book in the library, ané all eniries in it
vill be carefully considered, L new veniure, shrin-in-
from a unity of ideas betvern iie librorian ~né Camittee

1@ establishment of a small
experimental section of Scisnc~ Hctian.

“he "nion Library is annroaciied vi-. the 3
Livrery, which is above .'rion Zall. ALl members
the Union are entitled %o two Croe tic!

"Touchstone" is heid at ."ilwood Purk and provides
facilities for informil Clserceion an a mredeter:inad
topic. “he first one i lbEbe i ald Fon’ inti .~
Sun. 17th and 18ik Octoher. Felpvact enealen i 1Y be
2 b, Pedtins of e T.0.T, nd sonici Tor dlic
"“he valne of a University .ducation. dpplicationiComs
can be had £rom the nosice Ybostd in s lom~e.

t this time of the rear, orders
av boolks. Zhe Library
snitable material, but.

Seen in a Birming..en newspaper;

TOR SALE: Tvo single beds; one hardly used.



FELIX :

COMMEMORATION DAY

Until 1907 when our three Colleres were federated
to form the Imperial Collrez, the 1.C.5. and the "lines"
were adninistered by the 3oard of Zducation, and the
"Cuilds" by the City 2 Suilds of London Institute, which
Toundsd it in 18534 under the name The Central. Jechnical
Collrce.

On 25%: October, 1042, celebrations wore held to
mork the Centenary of the earliest part of I.C.; the
Royal Colles~ of Chemistry. “his ocecasion saw the
larrest aatherine of members of I.C. sver lmwm, and the
celebrations were attended by Z.ll. the King, Visitor to
the Collece, and ¥.l.. the Jueen.

In 1947 it happened that 25th October was chosen
for the first of a new institution of Inaugural Lectures,
planned to open each College Year. This coincidence led
to the naminz of that date Commemoration Day, and in 1948
the present ceremony was adopted, to start with a College
Procession to the Great Hall of the University, in
Imperial Institute Road, where a presentation of graduates
and dinlomats was held, followed by an address by a
distinguished visitor.

In the past our distinguished visitors have included
The Rt. Hon. Zerbert liorrison; Sir Bruce ‘‘hite;

Sir Andrew licCance, an eminent graduate of R.S.ii. and
Dr. Karl ©. Cormton, Chairman of The Corporation of the
lassachussetts Institute of Technology.

Commemoration Day this year is on whursday, 29%h
29th October, vhen the special visitor is D.¥. Logan Isq.,
3.C.L., 1.4., D.Phil., Principal of The University of
London. 4 bouquet will be presented to the Special
Visitor's Lady by the Secretary of I.C.W.A. liss Doreen
Goodvmyr,

This ceremony is traditionally followed by a
Conversazione vhich will be in the Royal College of Science
buildings this year.

The celebrations are brought to a close by a
Commemoration Ball which the Imderial College Union is
holding in the Royal Testival Hall on Friday, 30th October.

HOW does FELIX  come outd

PEOPLE WRITE IT. e e

Reporters, »riters, 5
sleuths, all lend a hand, A @ &
f

Sports, meetings, other
Union affairsiyou are
right in the middle of
them.Poets and other
longhairs are also
very welcome, = :

OTHERS 'MAEE IT UP'.

On each alternate Sun-
day, you'll see feverish
activity.Typists, artists,
stencillers, and people
with NO experience are
needed here.

@ IT IS RELEASED to an expectant public,
Salesmen are vitally important.

. Do YOU want to help? You get a chance to
‘do what you like, when you like #t. Drop
& line to the Editor, or come along to
Joumittee Koom 'A' this Monday lunch -
hour.Bverybo-y can help ir one way or
another, and believe us,

ITS FUN({

oy 0 9 0o

o

'COMMEMORATION BALL
o 0 ROYAL

)/20 ) FESTIVAL HALL
/ OCTOBER 30™

('{ ‘ TICKETS FROM UNMION OFFICE oR
{ "V BOOKSTALL »

‘ Hpu.to 4am G ERALDO

& mﬁ-"f':E MBASSY ORCHESTRA

THETTTY

PH@ENIX

AUTUMN TERM 1953 1/-

Selby Angus has at last retired from the
PHOENIX Board; and I doubt whether anyone has even
done it more gracefully. For, in his letter of
resignation, which is printed in the issue under
review, Mr. Angus reveals to us all the secrets

-and sorrows of a PHOENIX Editor's mind. He writes

with a clarity, wit and knowledgeability which we
cen only wonder at, and try to imitate. Mr. Angus,
alias Jonathan Staggers, has been the pillar of
BHOENIX for some.years. and his.lass will be felt,
for a year age his "Staggers”storiesn were more
widely read in the college than tnose of his
predecessor Wells.

Thus I found it very diseppointing to read the
story "The Creators™ which Mr. Angus offers us as a
cloge ' to his career on the PHOENIX Board. But
"story" is not the word. "fhe Creators" is a
dialogue between two higher beings, and it is con-
cerned with the construction of the universe in
terms very reminiscent of the physics lecture theatre.

; We cannot fail to recognize the imagination and in-

genuity which Mr. Angus has put into the piece;
neither can we fail {to be stirred by some of his ex-
quisitely formed phrases. I have never doubted
that Mr. Angusbk capability of the sustained brilli-
ance he shows in "The Creators", but I would have
preferred Staggers.

The best.of the other fiction contributions,
"A Fortnight in Llanelphaes" is guilty of many of

 the feults in style enumerated by Mr. Angus in his

letter, but is nevertheless worth reading. As
few works of fiction are not in some way related
to the experiences of their authors, I should very
much like to know what happened to Mr. Du Heaume
on his last visit to Wales.

One of the book reviews (like most of the work
ird this edition the product of Chem. Tech. and the
Seriblerus Club) is very readable, and the book in
question, "The Struggles of Albert Woods", should
be very popular when, in a few weeks time, it
appears in the Union Library. Another review of
a technicel book, is another example of the great
generosity often shown by PHOENIX reviewers to
writers from the outer world. If we are going to
write anything not intended to be fiction then let
it be the truth, and, more important, the whole
truth. » 2 -

I was surprised to find in PHOENIX an ariicle
entitled "Communism and Humanitarian Ceuses™.
While ¥t 1s not badly written, this article, which
consists chiefly of quotations from Douglas ("I
believed") Hyde, is not a gem of English Prase.

In hls Editorial the new Editor, Mr. Taylor, mekes
it clear that he was hard put to it to find con-
tributions for PHOENIX, but I am certain, from my
own experiences with FELIX that he could have also
found an article of equivalent literary standard
written from the opposite (i.e. socialist) point
of view, to preserve neutrality. I hold no brief
for Leftism, but I feel that PHOENIX has dealt 1t
an unconstitutlional blow.

; The rest of this PHOENIX is about average,
though the small section dealing with activities
contains e heartening and stimuiating account of
the astonishing successes of the Boat GXub last
session. The Review of sictivitics section of
CLOBNIY us always been subject to attack, but
who can deny lir. Angus's remark that, ag the years
pass, 1t remains the only part really worth reading®

And having arrived back at Mr. Angus's remerk-
able letter, which, for me, mskes this the best
PHOENIX ever and which ought to be mede into ugll—
paper for the compulsory use of every Bditor, :
olose, exhorting you, if not to buy the magezine,
at least to borrow it.

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENT

London County Council
UsNTVAE: RES T oy OF LONDON
CHATIR OF  PANTAGAMY

APPLICATICNS ARE INVITED for the Chair of Pantagamy
tenable at the Uaiversity of London. The ¥Yasancy
is at present Professor Soupgon, SBy the well=known
racuum authority, who is finished this Autum. The
successful candidate, who should have been born ne
later than before 3 p.m. on June 15th. 1887, will
be considered as a permanent post after 2 probation
ary period of 22 yesnr Salary, in accordance with
the Fish Scales (Technicul) will commence at £ 241
rising by annually decreasing increments. PesrséLs
with teaching ability and administrative axperience
may also apply. The post involves soms contact with
students; and a knowledge of English is demirabie.

Further information from the Curater,
Granville House,
London, S.W.




RUGGER -

§ After tne usual cnaotic triasls, four fifteens
were fielded last Saturdsa;, one match being
seratched by our opponents. Tne first three team
won convinecirgly and the fourtn lost 9-5 against
Royal Vets. 2nd XV

It is, of course, too early in the season 1o
predict a good or bad year, but tne core of old
members and a large set of keen freshers augurs
well for tne season.

Congratulations to ll. Holman, last year's
I1:2. captain, who nas been playing at centre for
Wasps 1lst XV, in company witn Woodward, Sykes and

Stirling, of England!

Several I.C. men nave been playing for tne
University XV, and I.C. must stand a good chance
of completing a nat-trick of U.L. Cup triumphs.

GLIDING

As usual Imperial College Gliding
been particularly active tuis summer.
vacation comnenced with a fortnignt's training
course for new meanbers on the lines of the Easter
cowrse. Under more propitious weather conditions
than preveailed at Easter, this raised all newcomers
to an advanced stage and two of them went solo.

The major event of tne year was naturally the
Britisn National 5liding Championships held at
Great Hucxlow in Derbyshire. For this the college
entered a Sedvergh two-seater and an Olympia sail-
plane. In "Laisy", the two-seater, the firms of
Wacfie und Tnomas, and Macfie and Langston did two
eplc cross country flights of seventy-five miles
apiece. wiile tne firam of Murden and Neale manawed
tu get somewhat over half-way round an altogether
impoesible 100-kilometre triangular circuit. As
a result of these feats "Daisy" was placed fourth
in the two-geater class. "Creamo®, the club
Olympia, was forced to retire on the last day of
the competitionsg due to an attempt to land through
some wires, but nevertheless earned thirteenth
place in the single-seater class. Plans are now
afoot to use the insurance money from the fragments
of "Creamo" to0 purchase a high-performance two-
seater sailplane from Germany. In addition to
making two-seater flying more luxurious, it could
be employed for advanced instruction into the
mysteries of soaring.

A more down~to-earth improvement in the cludb
facilities is the new Vanguard which will shortly
replace Mephista as the standard means of transport
between Imperial College and Lasham. The new
vehicle, covered in plush, will be faster, more
comfortable and far cheaper to run.

-Verious individual members of the gliding
club passed the latter part of the vacation glid-
ing in France. Frank Irving bravely took his
dreaded aircraft, the Kite II, to Baynes using a

Club nhas
The

CRICKET

On June 30th a party of happy cricketers left in e
coach for the annuel invasion of Devon. Zight days
later they returned, somevhat surnrisingly, in the same
coach, af'ter vwinning four matches, having the best of a
draw with Torquay and losing three.

All the I.C. nlayers enjoyel sone measure of success.
iiyles scored 76 not out in an hour against Brixham, where
I.C. won an exciting race against time. I.C. began
rather slowly against Torquay, with some solid Lancastrian
caution, from Hitchen (59).  However, Kitchener {52 not
out) and K. Weale hit out freely and I.C. declared at
,161 for 8. Torquay started badly and never appeared
likely to score the runs, and had scored 101-8 at the
close.

The closestfinish was against the Royal MNaval
Barracks. I.C. batted first but collapsed. A fine
rally by Tturman (39) and Severn (16) took the score to
143, but the Barracks Just won, by one wicket.

I.C. usvally fail dismally against their traditionel
country cpnonents at ihimple, but this year, under the
inspiring captaincy of K. Virale, scored a great victory
by 137 (ilillmer 37, Xitchener 28, Wyles 25) to 82
(Eanmerton 8 for 20). HNo-one succeeded in hitting the
famous tree which flourishes half-way to the boundary.

Hommerton took 27 wickets on the tour, two more
than our previously acknowledged champion, the inimitable
R.J. Reynolds, vho emits strange snorting noises as he
careers up to the wicket.

The I.C. players doubtless owed much of their success
to their ability to relax completely in the evenings ~
this they did with outstanding success. liany tales have
been told and vill be told in the Bar before July comes
round again and printing them here would rob them of their
flavour. Next year's tour is over the period June 30th -
July 7th, all cricketers please note!

Following a successful season at the Welsh
Harp, the sailing club took two of their boats to
the coast, where they acquired a goodly selection
of trophies.

Bill Clayden and Brian Foster received a
plaque for completing the Round the Isle of Wight
Race in 133 hours. ;

At the British Netionel Single-handed Champion-
ships at Hayling Island, J. Conway Jones and Bill
Clayden finished 3rd and 6th respectively, and
during Chichester Harbour week Conway Jones collect-
ed four tropnies and had one second in seven races.

Over 90 Pireflies competed for the Class
Championship at Hunstanton. Brian Foster would
have won but for the unsporting attitude of 33 helms-
men who remsined sober on the eve of the race.
However, Conway Jones awoke with a clesr head and with
& good crew, Miss B. Galliford, he sailed a well-
timed race to win the Sir Ralpn Gore Trophy.

I.C. co-operated with U.L. in a very enjoyable
Marine Week at Hayling Island, where fast and furi-
ous planery was the order of the day.

London taxi as towing vehicle. Unfortunately 1t
failed to fulfil the pessimistic predictions of
various other members of the gliding world and he
ie back in our midst without a secrateh, having

acquired a variety of instructive French dittys.

COMING EVENTS

SOCIAL,

Friday, Octobercl6th. FELIX No. 52 on sale.

1.15p.m. I.Co Mus. Soc, A.G.M. (Anaual General Meeting)
.betalls of the Orchestra, Choir,

Committee Room 'a's
etc., may be found Irom the notice board in I.C.U.

I.C. Rover Club. Crew meeting in the Den at 1.15 p.m.

I.C. Catholic Soc. .3.15 p.m. Rev., J.Briefe,S.J. on
"The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyala",

6.45 p.m. I.C. L1t & Deb Soc, Joint Debate with West-

field College - Motion: " It is the opinion of this
House that Man should be granted equal rights with
Woman", This will be followed by an informal Dance.

3

[} <

T7.0pm, CG%G fresier's butfet, Upper Dining Hall
Monday 19th Oct. I.C.Christian Union.Rev.N.H.
Bainbridge on 'Jesus Christ-His work'.l.l5pm.
Botany lecture theatre.

fhursday Oct.22. 1.,35-1.55, IC.Mus.Soc.Lunch=-
hour recital.Portions of Act I1'Don Giovanni',
IC Contract Bridge Club trials,7pm.See notice-
board in I.C.U., for details.

Friday, Oct.23. IC Cross-Country Club General
Meeting, 1.20, Cttee Room 'A'.

Monday, Oct.26. IC Christian Union.Mr.R.Man-
waring on 'The problem of evil and suffering.'
Pharsdsy,00%.29. COMMEMORATION DAY. !
Friday,0c¢t.30. IC Catholic Soc. 5.15 pm. Rev.
Jo.Briefe,S.J. on 'The development of character.
11.00pm, Commem., Ball.Royal Festival Hall,
FELIX No. 53 on sale,

=-Club Secretaries should see to it that their
events are made known to the Coming Events Ed.
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