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THE NEWSPAPER OF IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION

Mrs. Adams, one of the Bot/ Zoo tealadies, who was awarded colours at the AGM

NEW ABORTION POLICY
IC Union have again changed their mind on abortion and are

now supporting free abortion on demand.

In a remarkable about turn the Union’s annual general

meeting reversed policy passed at the previous Union meeting

and decided to support the ‘Abortion Law Reform

Association’.

Proposing the motion, Merche Clark said that each woman should

be able to make up her own mind on abortion. She called for an

increase in day care abortion facilities.

An anti-abortion amendment proposed by Barry Austin called for

more help for women who have babies. The meeting accepted his

proposals but did not pass a section demanding full legal protection for

the unborn child.

Following heated discussion the meeting, which was better attended

than the previous meeting, passed the motion by a large majority, thus

taking IC Union back to its earlier position of support for abortion. The

decision means that IC Union will not have to press for withdrawal

from the ‘National Abortion Campaign’ by the University of London

Union.

The meeting was also the

occasion for the annual

Station Manager John Allen.

Academic Affairs Officer Roger

TEN TORS SUCCESS
For the first time an RCS team of six men has succeded in completing

the Army’s annual two-day Ten Tors expedition on Dartmoor. The

team was the only non-service team to complete the 55 mile route and

came in 4th out of 20 teams of which only 6 finished the course.

The team consisted of Chris Fox, Stuart Blackman, Mo Misra, Michael

Pantalouris, Dave Partridge and Neil Trask. A womens’ team managed

to complete the shorter 35 mile course.

The men started off at 7.20 on Saturday morning and kept up a

relentless 3 mph pace until 10.10pm with only one 10 minute break.

Camping just below the sixth tor their night’s rest was short and they

were on their way again at 5.10 on Sunday morning.

Though the course is 55 miles as the crow flies the actual distance

walked was nearer 70 miles. Many of these miles were ascents, about 25

miles were in Dartmoor’s notorious peat bogs and much of the route

went through depressingly bleak country.

A map reading error by Chris Fox did not help matters by adding

another 2 miles and half an hour to the route.

Only one of the team, Neil Trask, was truly physically fit enough to

complete the course. For the rest it wasa question of ‘‘mind over matter”

in overcoming pain, blisters and tiredness.

EX-EDITOR SENTENCED

Former FELIX Editor Olly

Dowson pleaded guilty to charges

of deception and theft from the

‘Student Travel Centre’ at

Knightsbridge Crown Court this

week.

Earlier the meeting ratified the

election of several people who had

been nominated unopposed.

These were Austin Reeve as

FELIX Business Manager; Scott

Murray as Mineral Resources

Engineering Departmental

Representative; Colin Palmer as

Union Publicity Officer.

following the discovery that his

opponent Richard Huddie had

left College; Gary Nicholls as

After a trial lasting two days he

received a three month sentence

suspended for two vears. He was

ordered to pay compensation and

Academic Affairs Officer; Tim | ©OS'-

Hillyer as External Affairs The offences were committed

Committee Secretary: Celia | during 1977 when Mr Dowson

Martin. Sally Heslop and Alastair

McKinron as ordinary members

of the External Affairs

Committee: and Mike Town,

John Tidy and Mark Wiszowati

as members of House Committee.

was an employee of the Student

Travel Centre in London. and

involved payments for services

rendered by the Union print unit.

Olly Dowson was FELIX

Editor in 1972-73 when the post

was not sabbatical.

An election was held for two
presentation of Union General

Awards and Social and Athletics

Colours. UGAs go to people

considered to have given

outstanding service to the Union.

This year the recipients were

Union President Mary Atten

borough, Secretary Mike Elkin,

former External Affairs Officer

Sheyne Lucock and IC Radio

Stotesbury and Deputy President

Malcolm Brain received special

thanks for their work.

As a parting gilt) Sheyne

Lucock generously donated his

life-size Dalek to the Union. The

Dalek has resided in the Union

Building during Sheyne’s period

at IC and is now here to stay.

members of the Union Finance

Committee in which _ the

candidates were Chris Webb,

Lorraine Elston and Bob Bradley.

The meeting ended with Gary

Dearmer proposing a vote of

thanks to the Executive followed

by the official handover to the

new Executive.

MAIL DESTROYED

IC Union stall have destroyed

all mail addressed to the Arab

Society. It had not been collected

for five months and_ several

warnings failed to bring about its

removal. No further mail

addressed to the society will be

held in the Union Office.
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LET TEMS Biome ees ON ee eae ee
Dear Sir, - Having heard that it is '

predicted that the British Liberal

Party will be unrepresented in the

European Parliament I wish to

express my disgust with the so-

called democracy in which

minority groups as large as the

Liberal Party continually sufler

discrimination, having already

been vastly under-represented in

the General Election and now it

seems to be denied even the

opportunity of voicing the views

of over 10% of the population.

While we have a 2 party

monopoly the voice of minority

groups and indeed the voice of the

whole population is contorted by

the constraint of the ‘choice’ of the

lesser of 2 evils, each party

blackmailing us into accepting

their global package of policies by

threatening us with the opposing

package. Particular issues and the

rights of individuals are stamped

under the dogmas of the opposing

sides. In a survey during the last

election over 65% of the

population wanted a_ hung

parliament. So where is

democracy here when_ the

Conservative Party with less than

half the votes. has a_ parlia-

mentary majority

sustaining policies no matter how

extreme. Although I _ voted

Labour at the general election in

an effort to maintain the

semblance of democracy ensuing

a hung parliament I now believe

the only way to. stop this

quinquannial dictatorship is to

vote Liberal and fight seriously

for proportional representation

already accepted in Northern

Ireland.

Bob Rigby

Dear Sir, - As a not too frequent,

but rather more than casual, let

me say ‘occasio non saepe’ reader, of

your more than often,

occasionally readable newspaper,

I find it surprising that the Editor

has now stooped so low as to

devote one third ofa column, to

the petty self-indulgent ramblings

of Messrs Bose and Fitzhugh.

I mean, I'm all for letting a guy

state his-point of view and all, but

really ... I mean, hell fire ... this

bloke Barry Austin is obviously

completely wrong! The poor guy

thinks he’s got a point of view, but

we know better, eh?

Look at it this way, I mean

look, ifI think the ink bottle is on

the desk and Barry Austin thinks

it’s at worst, a matter for debate,

well he must be a right looney on

the quiet!

I can only fervently hope that

Messrs Hugh and_ Fitzbose

combine their redoubtable talents

towards some post graduate

research into say the biophysical

effects of inhaled chlorine gas in

conjunction with high voltage

rectal currents.

Yours faithfully,

P.R. Smith

capable of

Sir, - with regard to your briefs, I

wish to point out | certain

anomalies under the title of

‘Explosive Occasions’.

1. People under the brightly

shining sun are not in the shadow

ofa building.

2. Due tothe absence ofa string

section, the Wind Orchestra is

normally referred to as the Wind

Band.

3. The said ensemble have three

‘annual’ open air events.

4. Tchaikovski may well have

written the 1812 symphony, but

to the best of our knowledge the

1812 overture was composed by

Tchaikovsky.

5.. We were disappointed to

notice that the 1812 symphony

was not played, as none of us have

heard it before.

6. ‘accompained’?

We note that your reporter saw

this event on Tuesday. Did he

know that on the sunny side of the

tower the IC Wind Band

performed the 1812 overture by

Tchaikovsky accompanied — by

maroons and the tolling of bells?

This event was significantly better

attended.

Yours respectfully,

Sir Walter Plinge, Bt.

Plinge Pyrotechnic Produc-

tions Ltd

c/o Dramsoc.

- P.S. Why was the bottom of the

page smelly?

Eds note - equally sarcastic letter

received from JF O'Donnell, Physics 2.

Dear Sir,

On Thursday 8th March, my

first floor room at Southwell

House, Evelyn Gardens was

burgled. 45 cassettes were

missing.

Both the bedroom door and the

balcony window had been opened

and the balcony is supported by

scaffolding onto the street. That

day college employees had been

into my room and may well have

left the door open. I promptly

informed the police and filled out

my insurance claim for £230.

In the ICL) Handbook. page

xv. the policy is clearly stated:

Cover up to £500 for theft of goods

and up to £25 for stolen cash.

forced entry need not be proven.

This adequately covered = my

claim for £230.

However. on’ 2nd May.

Endsleigh wrote to me refusing all

but £69.90 of my claim. Mrs. Sue

Kalicinski, Southwell “House

Warden, had not been informed

of any change of policy.

The new policy provides for

£750 per student.

cover records. <cassettess or

cartridges in excess of £79. and the

first £10 of this is deducted. Hence

a total of £65.

£65

records.

but does not

equals 13° cassettes or

For cash, nothing will be paid

alter Ist August 1979, and before

then up to £25 only if forced entry

is proven.

Why were we not individ-

ually informed of this change

of policy? When did we

authorise this change? Why

does ICU endorse such

inadequate policy?

Yours sincerely,

J.C. Bambridge,

Maths |

Dear Sir, - With reference to the

‘News in Brief article in FELIX

last week, which covered the SCC

meeting of 10th May, I would like

to clarify a few points.

The application by PATA for

acceptance onto SCC was not

rejected because its aims were in

part covered by the Welfare

Service and ICWA. It is not a

requirement for acceptance of a

society that its aims must not

overlap with those of an existing

society. If this were so then many

of the religious and _ political

societies would be unacceptable.

The reasons quoted for

rejection of the society are the

arguments

the societies acceptance, and nota

decision of the committee. In my

opinion a number of people voted

on idiological grounds rather

than on the constitutional merits

of the proposed society.

Certain amendments to the

constitution were accepted at the

meeting, but understandably not

those which altered the aims of

the society beyond recognition.

An altered constitution will be

submitted to the next SCC

meeting for approval.

I hope that this letter will

correct any erroneous impressions

your readers may have formed.

Yours sincerely,

j-P. Ronan

Chem II

Dear Sir, I see from your article

on bar prices last week that

Professor Eilon is as determined to

extract the greatest

money out of students in the bars

as he is in the refectories.

He stated that college policy is

that bars should be ‘competitive

with local pubs.” This rather vague

statement could mean that as long

as prices are only slightly lower or

even the same as those in South

Kensington pubs then they are

competitive, As Tam sure Andy

Middleton's pub price survey will

confirm, this is the current state of

affairs. allowing, as Prof. Eilon

admits. profits to be ‘maximised’.

I have therefore reason to

believe that. unless there is huge

mefhieiency, these profits must be

enormous since the Real Ale

Society. which admittedly does

not have the wages and overheads

of the College bars, can even so

sell beer at) prices comparable

of the opponents of

amount of

with pubs in South Kensington,

which is a ‘rip-off place, thereby

taking advantage of local

conditions at the expence of the

student. But then again, profits

must be maximised .......

Yours faithfully,

Martin Sladdin,

Botany 3

Dear Sir, - Merche Clark tries to

hide the truth the same way as the

NAC speaker did at the IGWA

meeting. NAC passed a resolution

at the 78 Conference for the

repear “or tne tare “tite

Preservation Act. If this Act was

repealed it would not be an

offence to ‘abort’ a child the day

before its birth and leave it to die.

Enough said.

BPAS doctors can make £5,000

per year for the equivalent of one

day’s work a week (from BPAS

annual reports). No profiteering?

A thorough investigation into

the after effects of BPAS abortions

has never been done. The worst

after effects of abortion do not

show until many years later (eg

effects on subsequent children).

Imposing views? Who imposed

their views on the | 1/2 million

innocents who have died since the

passing of the 1967 Abortion Act?

I respect Merche Clark for

arguing rationally. Puerile

bitching is not worthy of reply.

I am not PATA’s founder. Sean

Kelly and myself are co-

founders. Legal advice is in no

doubt the IC Unions constitution

was contravened at the meeting,

but if what M, Brain said is ture

and SCC recognition will make

no difference except getting a

grant, then the matter is not

worth persuing as I don’t mind

financing PATA out of my own

pocket and from members’

donations. We = shall run_ the

society as we see fit, not as anti-

lifers see fit. I hope M. Brain will

honour his word for our room

bookings, freshers’ fair — stall,

publicity ete.

Barry Austin

Acting Chairman PATA

Dear Sir, - In FELIX issue 518

Merche Clarke dwelt at length on

Womens’ rights, and also

informed us that the National

Abortion Campaign does not

impose its beliefs upon others. I

would like to reply to these points,

but would first like to answer he

question on the quality of life.

Is a good life one in which we

have all those material things

which make life comfortable?

Then it is pure selfishness to deny

life to a child whose birth would

necessitate spending less on

oneself. A good life must therefore

be more socially responsible, an

attitude which requires

consideration of

others - including those ofa child

yet to be born.

contd. on Page 3

the rights of
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-eptittertal
Abortion

After weeks of letters, debates and motions, the abortion issue

appears to have been finally settled at Tuesday’s AGM. I was

very pleased with the final motion, a composite of Merche

Clark’s main motion and Barry Austin’s amendment. ICU

policy now supports a woman’s right to choose whether she

continues to carry her child (and to this end advocates an

improvement in day-care facilities) as well as supporting

changes in society which, hopefully, will reduce the need for

abortions.

The whole business was dealt with fairly swiftly, despite

extensions to the speeches, and I congratulate Malcolm Brain on

his very competant handling of the debate.

I understand that Barry Austin intends to set up the PATA

society out of his own pocket, and I would like to wish him the

best of luck in this venture.

Copy Deadline

Yes! Once again I mention deadlines in my Editorial. This

time it’s to prevent any confusion that may arise over next

Monday3 Bank Holiday. The deadline for nextweek’sissue only

is 2.00pm TUESDAY 29th. After the trauma of the last Bank

Holiday I am not accepting copy after 2.00pm.

Many Thanks

to Sonia and Colin for their, as always, prompt news service;,

Sheyne for typing and paste-up and especially John as he has got

an exam today (which he didn’t tell us about). Congratulations

to Ausiin for becoming next years Business Manager and

without Simon Milner’s invaluable advice concerning dairy

produce I doubt that this issue would have come out atall. I will

listen to all of ‘Through Midnight’ next Wednesday asa token of

my gratitude.

I would, however, appreciate it ifa certain other member of

IC Radio stopped intimidating my staff.

Cheers,

John.

Don’t forget the

Governors’ Lobby

10:00am on today
contd from Page 2

The womens’ rights lobby

believes in the woman’ right to

choose what becomes of her body.

It is my contention that a woman

has every right to do as she will

with her own body. Thus it is her

right to have sexual intercourse as

she pleases within the restrictions

of the moral code to which she

subscribes.This act involves the

close co-operation of her

husband, who equally has every

right to choose what becomes of

his body.- Today a number of

methods of preventing conception

exist, of which at least one is

acceptable to the vast majority of

people in the Western World.

Therefore in the overwhelming

majority of cases, conception

occurs either by choice, or

through negliegence. Once a

child has been conceived it has a

seperate, though very dependant

existence; it is itselfan individual

with rights.

Having chosen to conceive a

child, the woman’ right does not

extend to destroying that child

simply because it is inconvenient.

This surely is the ultimate in

imposing beliefs - killing someone

who does not fit in with your own

plans. I would like to point out

that it is not purely a woman’s

problem. The father has an equal

responsibility for the child, and in

its future.

In conclusion I submit that it is

not a contradiction for a Womens’
Rights campaigner to support a

movement opposed to abortion

on demand, in fact if she believes

in rights for anyone at all, then it

is her duty to give such a group

her full co-operation.

Yours sincerely,

K Brennan

Elec Eng 1

SMALL ADS iiieree ee

CYCLE OWNERS

To those of you who bring

cycles to the College, please

make sure you use very stout

chains together with equally

strong locks. Far too many plastic

covered steel cables and weak

locks are still being used.

Thefts of cycles from the

College is again on the increase.

To date 24 have been stolen this

year, 5 within the last few years.

Most cycles have Frame

Numbers and | do ask all owners

to search for this number and

personally record it. Should they

have the misfortune to report the

theft, the frame number does

assist the Police in their enquiries.

Do try and get your cycle

insured for theft etc.

SCIENCE FOR PEOPLE

CONFERENCE ON FOOD

Sat June 2nd_ 10.00-5.30

Gregory House, Brunswick Sq

WC 1

Science in the food industry -

helping to solve the world food

crisisor how to market a new

flavoured crisp?

Food & Health excess cholesterol!
and lack of bran - or is there more

to it?

EEC milk lakes and starvation in

the 3rd World are there

connections?

Dieting again? Is fat a feminist

issue?

Organised by BSSRS. Phone 01

437 2728 for details.

£1.50 Food provided. Workshops

and films

SUBWARDENSHIP

The post of subwarden at

Southwell House, 59 Evelyn

Gardens, will become vacant in

the autumn.

Applications from postgrads

at IC, who preferably have

another two years study are

welcomed.

Please send a written

application to the Residence

Office, 161 Sherfield Building and

/ or make further enquiries to Jill

Clarke, John Percy Lab,

Metallurgy. Int tel. no. 2175 or

evenings at 01-370 4864.

KEOGH HALL SUB-WARDEN

Bill Fahey, the present

warden, is leaving,

replacement is

September.

The benefits of the post include:

- free self-contained

furnished flat (suitable for a

married couple)

- cleaning services

- an entertainment allowance

Applicants should be prepared to

make a substantial contribution to

Hall life and will preferably be

young members of academic staff

or postgraduates.

Applications in writing should be

sent to:-

Frank Potter, Warden of Keogh

Hall

Before Friday 15 June.

be held shortly

sub-

and a

required for

Interviews. will

afterwards.

DUPLICATING

purchasing anything

from the Union Duplicating

Service from Friday June 1st

will have to pay cash.

Anyone

WANTED

Light-weight waterproof tent

required for this summer. Please

contact either Sarah Jane Smith

Botany 3 or Julia Newton-Howes

Mat Sci 2 via letter racks.

FOR SALE

Reliable P reg Suzuki A100 Tax

and Motto Nov. £150 10,000 miles. -

Contact - Teresa Cosh Botany III

or 748 3309 flat 217.

WANTED

Back issues of FELIXfor files. Nos

495, 497 and 492 only. Bring them

to the FELIX Office, Beit Archway.

FOR SALE

Honda CB250G5 1976 9,500 miles

£385 o.n.o. Ring Internal 3906. Mr

M Watson.

FOR SALE

Are you fed up with slow and

costly tubes and busses? Would

you like to be liberated from the

drudgery of using public

transport? You could cross rush

hour London in 3/4 hour on my

marvelously reliable M-reg Honda

125. It has done 16,000 miles and

has many new parts. For a mere

£150 you could be the proud

owner of this economical

investment.

Contact Andrew Lyall Biochem II

now.

FOR SALE

Ex-boycott stock baked beans.

Only 90p for a 5lb tin! Contact the

Union Office or ring Int 3915.

LITHO JOBS

From now until 30th June all Litho

Jobs will have to be payed for by

cash upon collection.


