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Boycott Off

The continuous refectory boycott scheduled for the start of
this term is off following management’s withdrawal of a 2.5

per cent price rise.

After last term’s one day boycott, discussions between the :

Union and Domestic Secretary Captain Lindley resulted in the
stopping of increases of 1 per cent for May and June to cover
increased wage costs. A 1 per cent rise for April was put on but

later halved.

Price rises to compensate for food price inflation will still go ahead
“each month and a 4 per cent price rise put on in March will remain.

A full discussion of the wages regulator will take place at Refectory
Committee on 3rd May and the Union will argue for smaller increases

than College has proposed.

As a result the Union Executive called off the boycott from Monday
and vyesterday’s Union meeting accepted their decision without
opposition. The meeting agreed with Mary Attenborough that it was
now more important to concentrate on improving quality. There will
be discussions about the installation of a cook freeze system.

The Union will also go ahead with participation in the College’s
Meet-IC day. Cooperation had been threatened as part of the Union’s

action on refectory prices.

The meeting also passed a motion proposed by Mary Attenborough
that the Union should look into the possibility of providing its own
cheap snack bar. This suggestion arose out of the students experience in

providing alternative food during last term’s boycotts.

NEWS IN BRIEF

JEN’S NEW ROLE
Jen Hardy-Smith, one of the
Union’s five permanent
members, will in future be known
as the Union Administrator
instead of the Assistant to the
President.

Jen joined the Union staff in
1973 and has served under six
different Presidents ensuring a
smooth changeover each year.

THREE GO TO PARIS

Three IC students are in Paris
this week to attend the 4th
European Conference of Students
of Technology. The conference
enables students from different
countries to exchange ideas about
the teaching of technological
subjects.

The three students, whose visit
is financed by IC Union, are
Academic Affairs Officer Roger
Stotesbury, Mech Eng Depart-
mental Representative Adam
Kingdom, both elected by IC

stafl

Union Council, and City and
Guilds Academic Affairs Officer
Bob Hart.

FEES RISE - NO SURPRISE

The Government has
announced tuition fee increases
averaging 9 1/2 per cent for the
year 1979/80, bringing the
highest rate, that for overseas
postgraduates, to over £1000. The
differential fees charged to home
and overseas students have been
retained.

The new fees are £595 (£545 in
1978/79) for home under-
gradnates,” £770  ([705)" “for
overseas undergraduates, £890
(£805) for home postgraduates
and £1010 (£925) for. overseas

postgraduates.

Imperial College Governors
will discuss the new fees at a

- meeting of their Finance and

Executive Committees on 25th
May. The Union will lobby the
Governors in support of its
demand.

Captain Lindley, organiser of ‘“Meel-1¢"
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BEER-UP
Beer prices are up by 2p a pint
this term following a price rise by
the brewers. Mary Attenborough
is investigating whether the rise is
fully justified. The Bar accounts

for last January show a surplus of

£14,500 for the previous six
months representing 12.3 per cent
of turnover.

MARY IN SWEDEN
After yesterday’s Union
meeting President Mary
Attenborough was in a hurry to
leave as she had a plane to catch.
She was taking up an invitation
to visit Chalmers University in
Gothenburg, Sweden, to

celebrate the 75th Anniversary of

the founding of Chalmers
University Students’ Union. She
will be away until Wednesday.

IC has academic links with

Chalmers which sends a group of

students in the 4th year of their
degree course to attend M.Sc.
courses at IC. There are about 15
Chalmers’ students here this year.

Chalmers’ Rector was made an
honorary fellow of IC at the last
Commemoration Day. While
visiting the College he came into
contact with IC students in their
most down-to-earth state when he
entered the Union Bar wearing a
dinner jacket and was greeted by

the comment ({---ing dinner

jackets.

GRANTS UP 13 PER CENT

London undergraduates are to
recieve £1,485 next year in a 13
per cent grant award announced
earlier this month, but there is to
be no change in the means test.

This means that the majority of
students will. continue not to
receive the full grant because
most parents do not pay the full
amount of the parental
contribution.

The increase awarded is less
than® =halti_the =27 ‘per = cent
demanded by the Nation Union
of Students. Another NUS
demand for grants for 16 to 19
vear old students has also been
ignored.

Education Secretary Shirley
Williams in her announcement of
the new grant rates said that the
Government had been prevented
from responding to the NUS
proposals because of the General
Election, but major changes
would be considered in the
triennial grants review of
1980/81.

The home grant rate goes up to
£985 from £870 and the full grant
for students outside London goes
up to [1245 trom f£1100. The
Government has promised similar
increases for postgraduates.






