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Fire in Southside
When Richard Ellis, an aeronautics 1 student, saw smoke

billowing out under the door of a room in Tizard Hall on

Wednesday morning he acted quicklyin eens the alarm and

evacuating neighbouring rooms.

The fire occurred in room 457, which belongs to Anthony

Thompson, a Zoology 3 student, and is believed to have been

caused by an electrical fault.

Richard Ellis first smelt smoke on staircase 5 at about 9.45 am and
saw a small amount of smoke coming from a level 4 light fitting.

Assuming it was a short circuit he turned off the light and reported it to

the wardens’ assistant, Mrs. Jo Rice.

On returning to level 4 he noticed that more smoke was coming from

under the door of room 457. Fortunately Rick Ellis has had naval
training in fire fighting and acted quickly. He checked that nobody was

in the smoke-filled room, secured the fire door and told Mrs. Rice to

dial 999. He then personally evacuated staircase 5 and checked from a

neighbouring room that the windows were closed.

When College Fire Officer Bob photographic equipment in the

Foggon arrived he found that the room were only stained.

fire was too big for him to deal Mr

With. Fire engines from }

Kensington, Chelsea and Knight-

sbridge fire stations quickly.

extinguished the blaze.

As a precautionary measure the

fire alarm was raised to evacuate

Foggon said that

everything had been done to

make Southside as safe as possible.

But some residents and cleaners

engage in the dangerous practice

of wedging the doors open and

Southside. But most residents Mr. Foggon is constantly having
ignored the alarm, and Mr. [0 remove the wedges.
Foggon said he was still trying to There is a_ full interior

get people out of the building 12 signposting system to direct

minutes after the alarm first

sounded.

The fire was contained within

room 457 and damage was

estimated at around £700. Most of

the ceiling plaster had_ fallen

down and the room will need

extensive redecoration.

Furniture was destroyed but

Anthony Thompson said that a

stereo system and £500 worth of

residents to the nearest means of

escape from the building.

Also notices in four languages

are to be placed in all bedrooms

telling residents what action to

take in the event of a fire.

Mr. Foggon wishes to express

his thanks and appreciation to

Richard Ellis for the prompt

action he took in dealing with the

lite:

Fire engines outside Southside yesterday morning

REFECTORY BOYCOTT
It looks like there will be no new refectory boycott for the

time being following the Governors’ decision not to remove

Refectory Committee’s power to fix prices.

And Chris Fox, RCSU President and one of the student observers at

the Governors’ mecting, summed up the result as 2:1 to the students.

The College Finance and Executive ‘ommittee meeting last Friday

was to discuss a proposal by the Rector to hand over all pricing

decisions to the Domestic Secretar y, Capt. J.W.G. Lindley, and

Refectory Committee Chairman Prof. Eilon.

But after it became clear that there was a lot of opposition the Rector
did not put his proposal to the meeting.

Instead the Governors decided that termly price reviews by

Refectory Committee, on which students have six representatives,

should continue and recommended that the Committee consider

overall pricing policy rather than just put up prices to balance the

accounts.

The Governors also decided that the use of the regulator to up

refectory prices in line with inflation should continue and should

include increased costs other than food.

Union President Mary Attenborough said that the Governors’

decision was better than she expected and welcomed their confirmation

of the right of consumer representatives to have a say in pricing policy.

She was disappointed at the recommendation that the regulator should

not be limited to compensating for food price inflation.

About 30 students lobbied the Governors as they went into their

contd. on back page
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Dear Sir, - I would like to clear

¥

some points which Mr. Walker

-has made in his letter in the last

issue of FELIX. (no. 509)

regarding the Islamic system. The

main confusion seems to arise

-from a mis-understanding of the

differences between ideology and

the way asystem has to be put into

practice. So far, in most countries

that claim to have adapted the,

Islamic system, a very important'

factor, that of education, has been

missing.

In these countries the people

are not educated according to the

principles of Islam but rather

according to imported education-

al systems which have been forced

upon them. (which do not match

their social-cultural needs

anyway). Yet the same people are

punished according to Islamic

rules, which is only a tiny part of

the complete Islamic system.

The free indulgence in

drinking, gambling, sexual

promiscuity and similar activites

do not seem to be the signs of a

healthy society, and so any society

should have punishments for

them.

Due to domination, (economic

and political) of these countries by

the West, the ideology of Islam,

has not had an opportunity to be

given expression in its complete

form.

With the revolution in Iran and

other such. movements in the

countries of the third world we

-hope. the local cultural traditions

in these countries, will have the

opportunity to free themselves of

the shackles of foreign

suppression. (Whether it be

Western or Eastern). Instead we

believe the world would benefit

from an atmosphere of mutual

respect and regard for the diverse

cultural traditions in different

countries.

S. Ahmadi Elec. Eng. PG

Sir, - After reading the comments

on ‘the refectory boycott madein
last week’s issue of FELIX, I

would like to make my point of

view known. I am one of the

people who ate in Southside on

that day, at lunchtime, in

defiance of the boycott. I did so

only after a lot of thought, and

after reading most of the publicity

put out on the subject.

I eat in Southside every

weekday lunchtime, and find the

quality and- price quite

reasonable. At this point I would

like to add that I am in favour of

action taken against the mis-use of

the regulator, ‘which appears

likely in the near future, rather

than action just taken about

present quality and_ prices

generally.

One of the arguments put

forward for supporting the
boycott, about which I though

longest and hardest, was thatI

should support the boycott to

show solidarity with the views of | _

-views of the vast majority.”’,

‘the vast majority of Imperial’

who are

service.°

College students

dissatisifed with the

‘However, I finally decided that,

as I personally had no complaint

about the refectory service, to

support the boycott would be to

forego my views in favour of those

of the majority. I decided that this’

would be wrong and I think most '

people would be reasonable

enought to accept this.

I hope that I have put forward

my views sufficiently well for

Malcolm Brain to realise that the -

people who ate in Southside were

not necessarily ‘the moron element

who go out of their way to oppose the

but

people with opinions oftheir own.

The description ‘‘SCAB”’

applied as a generalisation by Jan

is derogatory and _ typifies the

attitudes of extremists who attach

to these ‘“‘worthy”’ causes, i.e. that

anyone who holds the opposite

view to theirs should be attacked

as violently as possible, physically

or verbally.

- Finally, I would just tke to add
that the behaviour of the pickets

outside Southside at lunchtime

was excellent, and no effort to

‘intimidate was made, the pickets,

merely stating their case.

Thank you for your time,

Peter Kirkham, Chemistry I

Dear Sir, - Having ordered a 20 p

hotdog (not a student-type price)

in the Union Lower Lounge last

Thursday evening, I found one

side to be undercooked and

inedible upon taking the first bite

(ugh!). I asked the barman to

replace it with one which was

properly cooked. The answer was

a plain NO. Would he give me my

money back? He refused to do

either of these things because;

“you’ve already taken a bite out

ofit.”” Well I never. It’s like taking

a pair of faulty shoes back to a

. shop and an assistant saying “But

youve worn them.”’ It seems that

the college bars are very keen to

take your money and offer you no

service in return, no pleases or

thankyous. The barman, Roger

Pownall conceded only one thing;

to give me his name, so that I

“could go through the proper

channels and make my

complaint.”” My main _§interest|

however was to eat an edible

hotdog.

In the U.S.A. that barman

would have been reprimanded or

sacked for the attitude ‘the

customer is always wrong’.

Yours with hunger,

J. Chamberlain.

Mech. Eng. II.

Dear Sir, - In view of the recent

debate on homosexuality and the

proposed motion likely to be

discussed at the next Union

General meeting, I would like to

state, or clarify, the Christian

position on thisissue.

ey poopie fefeel that «one has

no right to interfere with another

person’s private life, or to tell

them what is right and wrong;
and as a child I too felt this way

about homosexuality. I knew by

my conscience that homosexual-

ity was wrong and abnormal, but

I couldn't see a_ reason for

prohibiting it by Law - until I

read the Bible. (For all Christians

. the Bible is our first and last line of

defence in any matter of dispute:

we believe it to be the absolute

standard). God has said in the

Bible, ‘‘You shall not lie with a

male as with a woman... Ifa man

lies with a male as with a woman,

both of them have committed an

abomination.’ (Leviticus,

chapter 18 v22 and 20 v13

It is because of what the Bible

says, that I believe homosexuality

is a sin, which should be

prohibited as much as, say, incest.
Finally, I would like to say why

I believe God abhors this act. God

created us and knows our form

and make-up. He designed our

bodies for heterosexual

realtionships, instituting

marriage between a man and a

woman. Sexual — relationships

between two people of the same

‘sex was not intended, and such

acts will cause harm to the persons

concerned.

Yours faithfully,

Jamie Shotter

Civ. Eng. 3

. Dear Sir, - You may be pleased to

hear how interesting FELIX is

considered to be. Having spent a

Friday in the college health centre

8 out of ten people visiting me

greeted me with “I thought you

might be bored. Pve brought you

a FELIX!” Congratulations!

Marion Hill

Biochem. III.

Sir, - Mr. White’s letter (FELIX

508) exhibits the typical form of

wishful thinking which many

abortionists adopt. The great

lengths to which Mr. White goes

to try to prove that an unborn

child is vastly different to a born

. child, apart from the fact that

they are based on prejudice and

not on fact, still do not give any

satisfactory reason why we can

sentence such a child to death.

Mr. White, you haven’t proved

that the unborn child is inferior.

You haven’t shown why you can -

do things to him that you can’t do

to a newly-born infant. I simply

ask you to prove

reasonable doubt that the child in

the womb is-second-class. You

want to do the killing, so the onus

of proof is on you.

You say he-is merely

‘dependent’. But so’is an infant.

And anyway, why should that

mean that you can kill him?

You say he is merely part of his

mother. This is biological

nonsence. He is a distinct person.

You don’t say that his mother has

‘lost? something when he’s born,

do you? — n

vulnerable;

beyond,

,this article aware that,

‘child. is
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You say he’s unwanted. But

why does that give you the right to

kill him? If it is ‘permissible to kill

the unwanted, most forms of

murder, mass-killings and

genocide cease to be wrong.

You say he’s not yet as

developed, not yet as conscious or

social as a born person, and hencé

less valuable. If that’s so, a

handsome, intelligent, middle-

class adult is more valuable than

an illiterate peasant or a crippled

Ghetto negro (because he’s more

developed), and a teenager more

valuable than a child. That’s

horrifying talk. A civilised society

carefully protects the weak and

that is, the

undeveloped, and gives equality

before the law to all.

The factory-master used to say

that his workers were merely

‘dependent’? on him and at his

disposal. Remember how often

European powers have argued

that their colonies were ‘part of

the motherland and that nobody

should interfere with them? It was

often claimed of the millions of
Africans shipped across the

Atlantic to slavery in America

that they weren’t really humans

or that they would be better off as

slaves. Apartheid rests on the

‘principle’ that Blacks are less

developed than Whites and

therefore inferior.

What the abortionist now says

we've heard a- hundred times

before. This is the way, all down

history, that men have tried to

justify oppression, discrimination

and rejection. The unborn child is

simply the latest victim of age-old

double-talk.

Mro White, an typical

abortionists style, tries to suggest

that birth is the biggest step in the

development of a child. There

isn’t room to discuss this here but

if Mr. White or anyone else has

the inclination to buy or borrow

any of our leaflets from our weekly

bookstall when PATA gets started

he will find that birth - which

occurs about four months after

even the baby’s eyebrows and

eyelashes have begun to grow, is

simply an incident in an already

far-advanced process.

‘In similar style, the Liberal

Club*s- latest edition? of

FORWARD)! attempts to suggest

that abortion is just a religious

question. Well I would like to see

the Liberal Club, or anyone else

for that matter, try to pin me toa

religious belief. The article says

that “‘the foetus .... has no feelings on

the matter at all.’’ Is the author of

within

‘twenty five days.of conception,

before the mother is even likely to

suspect that she is pregnant, the two

sides of the child’s brain are

already coming together and the

already doing some

elementary thinking? If I were in

such a position, and knew I was

going to be torn to shreds’ bya

contd. on page 5
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