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BOYCOTT TO CONTINUE

Sheyne Lucock speaking to his housing motion.

‘STUDENTS MISLED’
Students are being misled over the use of the regulator to tie re-

fectory prices to inflation and price rises are too high, according to

iC Union President Mary Attenborough . Former President Hugh Barr-

ett also feels that students have been led astray.

The regulator is the means by which refectory prices go up when-

ever there is arise in the Financial Times Grocery Index. It was

set up in 1976 to allow increased costs of basic foodstuffs to be
passed on to the customer without delay. The FT Grocery Index in-

creased by 1.9 per cent in November and 1.4 per cent in December

resulting in refectory price rises of the same percentages on ‘st

December and 8th January. contd. on back page

he Union is to organise a 24 hour boycott of Southside Refec-

oe in protest against poor quality food and high prices.
oe decision by Tuesday’s Union Meeting reverses the recommen-

n of IC Union Executive to postpone the boycott.

ee Austin proposing the boycott said that the abandoning of a
2 per cent price rise at the beginning of the year was not sufficient.

There was far deeper dissatisfaction among students about the re-

fectory service and a 24 hour boycott would express students’ feel -

ings. Refectories at other colleges were more subsidised than ours

and even some local restaurants were cheaper.

‘Chris Fox, one of ICU’s eight

representatives on Refectory Conr

‘mittee, was worried that a boycot

would damage the Union’s cam-

paign for the use of the regulator

to be changed, but the meeting

accepted the proposal without

OppoSition. ©

Union President Mary Atten-

borough appealed for mass sup-

port for the ‘boycott. —

‘UGM Chairman

_ The meeting heard that Malcolm

Brain, Deputy President, was the

only candidate for the new post

of Chairman of Union Meetings. ©

His election was ratified. -

Also elected was Dave Haddon

as an ordinary member of IC Com-

munity Action Group, thus ending

the long saga of attempted elect-

ions to this post.

‘Bye-law amendments permitting

Union sabbatical officers not to

reside in college accommodation

Further byetaw amendments

preparing the way for a sabbaticd

Union Deputy President were gi-

ven a first reading.

Housing

A motion on housing proposed

by External Affairs Officer Sheyne

Lucock proved highly controver-

- Sial. After an attempt to refer the

matter to IC Welfare Committee

had failed Tony Cox proposed an

amendment asking for the Union

to investigate the setting up of

a head tenancy scheme to provi-

de more accommodation for stud-

ents.

Sheyne Lucock objected to this

proposal, maintaining that head©

tenancy schemes were a means of

avoiding the provisions of the

Rent Act for security of tenure. -

He wanted all residents to have

more security of tenure in rented

accommodation.

The meeting was declared in-

if they so choose were passed aml quorate before a vote could be

now become part of the Union

bye-laws.

taken on the amendment and no

policy on housing was passed. -

NEWS IN BRIEF

NUPE

IC’s 480 members of the Nat -

ional Union of Public Employees

took no part in Monday’s nation-

al one-day strike of public ser-

vice employees. ©

A meeting of IC NUPE last

week voted not to strike for to

picket the College. NUPE mem-

bers at some of the other Colle-

ges of London University took

part in the action which was in

protest against low pay.

‘Record Rag Collection

Rag Chairman Graham Cox

announced that about £13,000

gross has been collected for rag

so far this year. ‘The total net

£7,500.

IC Rag is now one of the top

ten Rags in the country accord -

erence . Graham Cox is hoping to

reach the top five by the end of

the year.

HJT Inquorate

Last Tuesday RCS held a vote

toelect a new HJT. After the

votes were counted the election

was found to be inquomte but

could be ratified by a UGM .330

students voted ... over 200 votes

below the total required for a

ing to a recent national Rag Conf-|

Cadmium Findings

Research carried out in IC’s

geology department caused front

page news last weekend when

1,200 villagers of Shipham in

Somerset were told that the high
level of cadmium in their soil

could be a health hazard.

The research project led by

Professor J.S. Webb surveyed 21

metals in the soil of England and

Wales. In August last year the

researchers informed the Depart-

ment of the Environment that the

village of Shipham had levels of

cadmium in the soil of 100, and

in some places 1,000, times the

national average. |

Cadmium is a toxic metal cap-

able of causing disease and even

death if ingested in small quanti-

ties. The villagers are to be med-

sum collected last year was about quorate election. ically examined to see if anyone ,veral women students. |

has been harmed.

Prowler Returns

A man was seen prowling aro-

und the ladies’ toilets in the

Union Building on Friday and wa

spotted in a Beit bathroom last

Tuesday. The man is described

as Negroid, possibly half-caste

about 25 years old, clean shaven

with a rough complexion. He is

well built and about 6 ft. 1 inch

tall. The prowler has not touched

{anyone yet and seems to run at

the first sign of trouble. -

If anyone sees a man entering

‘ladies toilets go straight to Mal-
colm Brain, security or the Union

baman.

Rape alarms are to be installed

in each cubicle of the ladies’

toilets following requests by se-
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LETTERS eye aa ee ee
Dear Sir, -I haven’t made any se- service to whoever they wish. A ciate the women it has - if it did,
cret of the fact that I think society very admirable state of affairs

is repressive towards women, and_ which I hope will continue for a

as such am prepared to do some-

thing about it. It would be nice if

men and women could work toge-

ther to eliminate discrimination

and repression wherever it exists

with regard to both sex and race.

This will never come about, how-

ever, if groups such as WIST (Wo-|

men in Science and Technology)

continue to operate in what can

only be described as an antagon-

istic fashion. Waging a ‘sex-war’

can only be counter-productive. -

Their ludicrous claim that only

very long time.
Yours, In increasing fear of loos-

ing my right of freedom of choice

and expression,

Andrew Lyall

Sir, - At the risk of provoking yet

further response on the topic, I

feel compelled to answer the

letter in last week’s FELIX from

Mary Attenborough.

As the organiser of this year’s

FELIX Dinner, I chose the part-

icular venue for a number of rea-

sons. Firstly, the Dinner was to

women can understand how women be held outside College; I felt it

are repressed can do nothing to

change men’s attitudes - rather it

serves to strengthen them.

‘Women only’’ meetings (such

as last week’s WIST meeting) are

to be condemned as discriminat-

Ory just as ‘‘men only’’ events

certainly do not inspire others

(both men and women) with sym-

pathy or understanding, ~

People should campaign again-

time that the traditional strangle-

hold that the College Refectory

service has over such functions

they might very well multiply!

For example, those disgusting

rugger songs that surface on bar

nights and on coaches - perhaps

the amusing side of these is be-

yond my intellect? There also

seems to be a large proportion of

men who totally ignore the women,

while harping on about I.F. and

other girls - perhaps they don’t

realise how much it can hurt those

girls who are shy, sensitive and

|lonely. At the moment, all I could

say to a prospective woman stud-

ent engineer is - learn from my

mistake and go elsewhere. I will

end by thanking those few men

who have treated me as a fellow

human being and made my college

life bearable - they will make

should be broken, thereby offering super husbands, one day!

the diners the possibility of

decent food and reasonable cost.

Secondly, I tried to find a ven-

ue that had some link with the

newspaper industry; Fleet Street

is the obvious location, and El

Vino the company which immed-

St Sexism as individuals - becaus jately springs to mind. -

in the end it is the individual
. : | . .

(either man or woman) who will be| no more registers a vote in favour
better off when sexism no longer

pervades our society. |

The sooner people like Mary

Attenborough and Sonia Hoch -

By attending the Dinner, one

of the political opinions of the

management then one would show

support of, for example, Victor

Mooney’s by eating in the College | wom at the peeper who then seen-

{Anne Onimus, WIG

\Sir, - Some of your readers may

already be aware of the reported

sighting of a ‘‘Peeping Tom’’ last

Friday night in the ladies toilets

in the Union Building. This part-

icularily unsavoury incident occur

,ed about 10.30 pm and took the

ifom of peeping under the door of

\an occupied cubicle. The girl

iconcemed was unable to raiSe the

rape alam as it was safest to re-

main inside the cubicle. Having

felder realise this, then the soon- Refectories or the knickers in the led to go away, the girl waited ur

er we shall be some way to achie-

ving that objective.

Yours anti-discriminatorily,

Sheyne Lucock

Dear Editor, - In common, I guess,

with most readers of FELIX I no-

Union Bar by drinking there. |

have observed Mary doing both.

The fact that, in a separate bar,

the management of El Vino pract-

ise a fom of sexual discrimina-

tion does not mean that those

ticed with considerable irritation ‘attending the Dinner favour this.
the seemingly petty letter from

Ms. Attenborough conceming the

They are supporting FELIX, this

College’s newspaper. |

‘El Vino’ restaurant in last weeks Yours faithfully,

FELIX. However on second Duncan Suss

thoughts I realised that this letta Dear Sir, - It has become increa-

represented a far more serious

matter than it at first seemed to,

it in fact represents a direct at-

tack on the freedom of the indi-
vidual - in this case the owner/

management of ‘El Vino’ - by a

frighteningly large minority with-

in society today.

This group of people in their

fanatical devotion to the imposs-

ible and perhaps undesirable aim

of absolute equality (after all,

are not the people of Democratic

Campouchia more ‘equal’ than the

people of U.K. and how many

Britains could honestly say that

they would rather live in Campou-

chia?) are prepared to sacrifice

the freedom of choice of the indi-

vidual which exists in this count-

ry today making it the best coun-

try in the world to live in (an int-

eresting point to note is that Bi-

tain was the only country that

singly difficult to obtain a copy

of FELIX on Friday momings -

even by arriving early in the De-

partment. Many of my friends on

other courses and particularly

P.G.s have expressed similar

problems. °

til she heard other footsteps

before leaving the toilets. A sear

ch of the Union Building a few

minutes later proved fruitless. -°

i Whether the man (described as

negroid, with chubby features)

was contemplating rape, or was

merely getting some kicks in a

rather sick way is irrelevant -

this type of incident is extreme-

ly unnerving for any girl. I would

hope that it was not a member of

Imperial College Union who was

the perpertrator of the incident.

Attacks on women and girls using

| the East staircase toilets have

been occurring at the rate of three

or four a year for the last four

years. Although two rape alarm

It is sad that the present supply buttons have been installed in

does not seem to satisfy the de-

mand.

FELIX is tremendously impor-

tant to college life and so I think

it would be a good idea to increa-

se publication from the present

three thousand odd to a figure

nearer the number of students at -

tending I.C.

Yours faithfully,

Sohn Shuttleworth

Maths II

those toilets, they are not inside

the cubicles and are situated at

shoulder level and as such are

easily set off accidentally. Per-

haps it would be worthwhile for

the Union to install buttons in

all the cubicles and at such

a height that they are easily acc-

essible in an emergency, but not

prone to accidental triggering?

Furthermore, perhaps the Col -

lege Security Officer, Mr. Dawson,

Eds note - In response to this and could give some indication of how
other requests that departments

receive more copies, from the

messengers particularly, for a

he thinks would-be attackers from

outside the College can be dis-

couraged from even entering the

would allow Karl Marx to live and trial period the print run of FELIX Union Building. |

work in it), Anyone who disputes will be increased from 3000 to

this may leave the country and go 4000.

anywhere they care to go, a

choice which very few people in

the world today are lucky enough

to have.

Dear Editor, - My letter is partic-

urlarly addressed to those male

chauvenist boars who inhabit

C&G. It is a universally agreed

In an article in FELIX No. 504,

Sheyne Lucock referred to the

Reclaim the Night Campaign

which is attemtping to make the

streets safe for women to walk on

their own at night. A very commen-

By law, the owners of ‘El Vino problem that there is alack of wo - dable ideal indeed. However when
in common with those of all other

licensed premisses may refuse

men here and the reason seems

obvious to me - it does not appre-

even our Own campus is obvious-

ly not a safe place for women to

be, I feel that something more

tangible in the short term is

required. Perhaps more effective

deterrents and some increased

security are small steps in the

right direction?

Yours etc.,

David Crabbe

Dear John, -I must write and come

ment on the article about I.C. Rad

io in today’s edition of the I.C.

Liberal Club newspaper ‘Forward.
The article, by an unnamed auth-

or, is not only misinformed, but

also damaging both to me person-

ally and the station.

‘Yo answer some of the specific

points:

There has never been any deal

between I.C. Radio and the Nat.

West. Bank. I had discussed the

possibility of a small donation in

the order of £100 with one of

their staff; this could not lead to

advertising on the station as our

Home Office licence does not per

‘mit outside commercials. ©

‘As far as reception is concem-

ed, in the past four College weeks

there have been five major chan

-ges to the transmission system

to try and improve reception, with

considerable success. However

any changes that we make have

to be within limits set by the

Home Office which does not give

us much scope for manoeuvre.

‘When a radio station increases

its broadcasting from 35 to 60
hours a week, and changes its

format away from ‘juke box muzak’

it is inevitable that more staff

are required, certainly our staff

tumover is no greater than in ma-

ny union organizations, less than

in most. To answer the other two

points briefly. I certainly do ex-

pect news to be heard on I.C. Ra-

dio before it appears in FELIX
(radio is an immediate medium,

publishing a newspaper has an

inevitable delay) and as farasa

successor is concemed there are

a number of student stations in

the U.K. which change their (un-

dergraduate) station managers

every year. (Many of them broad-

cast for double the hours of I.C.

Radio). If Liberal Club have evi-

dence that it is not possible here,

pethaps they should present their

evidence. |

I hope that after reading the

above, members of the Liberal

Club (particularly the author of

the article who didn’t have the

guts to give his or her name) will

find themselves able to issue a

public apology for the article to

both myself and our loyal staff,

Otherwise I am considering tak-

ing action on two of the points

in it, as my legal advice suggests

that the article has libelled both

myself and the station.

Yours Sincerely,

John Allen

Station Manager, I.C. Radio


