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BOYCOTT TO CONTINUE

THE NEWSPAPER OF IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION

Sheyne Lucock speaking to his housing motion.

‘STUDENTS MISLED’

Students are being misled over the use of the regulator to tie re-
fectory prices to inflation and price rises are too high, according to
IC Union President Mary Attenborough . Former President Hugh Barr-
ett' also feels that students have been led astray.

The regulator is the means by which refectory prices go up when-
ever there is a rise in the Financial Times Grocery Index. |t was
set up in 1976 to allow increased costs of basic foodstuffs to be
passed on to the customer without delay. The FT Grocery Index in -
creased by 1.9 per cent in November and 1.4 per cent in December
resulting in refectory price rises of the same percentages on 1st

December and 8th January.
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The Union is to organise a 24 hour boycott of Southside Refec-
tory in protest against poor quality food and high prices.
The decision by Tuesday’s Union Meeting reverses the recommen-

datio

n of IC Union Executive to postpone the boycott.

Barry Austin proposing the boycott said that the abandoning of a
2 per cent price rise at the beginning of the year was not sufficienta

There was far deeper dissatisfacti

on among students about the re-

fectory service and a 24 hour boycott would express students’ feel -
ings. Refectories at other colleges were more subsidised than ours
and even some local restaurants were cheaper.

Chris Fox, one of ICU’s eight

representatives on Refectory Com-

‘mittee, was worried that a boycot
would damage the Union’s cam-
paign for the use of the regulator
to be changed, but the meeting
accepted the proposal without
opposition.

Union President Mary Atten-
borough appealed for mass sup-
port for the boycott.

UGM Chairman

The meeting heard that Malcolm
Brain, Deputy President, was the
only candidate for the new post
of Chaiman of Union Meetings.
His election was ratified, -

-Also elected was Dave Haddon
as an ordinary member of IC Com-
munity Action Group, thus ending
the long saga of attempted elect-
ions to this post.

Bye-law amendments permi tting
Union sabbatical officers not to
reside in college accommodation
if they so choose were passed and
now become part of the Union
bye-laws.

Further byedaw amendments
preparing the way for a sabbaticd
Union Deputy President were gi-
ven a first reading.
Housing

A motion on housing proposed
by External Affairs Officer Sheyne
Lucock proved highly controver-

- sial. ‘After an attempt to refer the

matter to IC Welfare Committee
had failed Tony Cox proposed an
amendment asking for the Union
to investigate the setting up of
a head tenancy schéme to provi-
de more accommodation for stud-
ents.

Sheyne Lucock objected to this
proposal, maintaining that head
tenancy schemes were a means of
avoiding the provisions of the
Rent Act for security of tenure. °
He wanted all residents to have
more security of tenure in rented
accommodation.

The meeting was declared in-
quorate before a vote could be
taken on the amendment and no
policy on housing was passed. :

NUPE

IC’s 480 members of the Nat -
ional Union of Public Employees
took no part in Monday’s nation-
al one-day strike of public ser-
vice employees. °

A meeting of IC NUPE last
week voted not to strike for to
picket the College. NUPE mem-
bers at some of the other Colle-
ges of London University took
part in the action which was in
protest against low pay.
Record Rag Collection

Rag Chairman Graham Cox
announced that about £13,000
gross has been collected for rag
so far this year. ‘The total net
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£7,500.

IC Rag is now one of the top
ten Rags in the country accord -
ing to a recent national Rag Conf-
erence . Graham Cox is hoping to
reach the top five by the end of
the year.

HJT Inquorate

Last Tuesday RCS held a vote
toelect a new HJT. After the
votes were counted the election
was found to be inquorate but
could be ratified by a UGM .330
students voted «.. over 200 votes
below the total required for a

Cadmium Findings

Research carried out in IC’s
geology department caused front
page news last weekend when
1,200 villagers of Shipham in
Somerset were told that the high
level of cadmium in their soil
could be a health hazard.

The research project led by
Professor J.S. Webb surveyed 21
metals in the soil of England and
Wales. In August last year the
researchers informed the Depart -
ment of the Environment that the
village of Shipham had levels of
cadmium in the soil of 100, and
in some places 1,000, times the
national average. -

Cadmium is a toxic metal cap-
able of causing disease and even
death if ingested in small quanti-
ties. The villagers are to be med-

sum collected last year was about quorate election. ically examined to see if anyone .veral women students. :

has been harmed .
Prowler Returns

A man was seen prowling aro-
und the ladies’ toilets in the
Union Building on Friday and wa:
spotted in a Beit bathroom last
Tuesday. The man is described
as Negroid, possibly half-caste
about 25 years old, clean shaven
with a rough complexion. He is
well built and about 6 ft. 1 inch
tall. The prowler has not touched
lanyone yet and seems to run at
the first sign of trouble. -

If anyone sees a man entering
lladies toilets go straight to Mal-
colm Brain, security or the Union
baman,

Rape alarms are to be installed
in each cubicle of the ladies’
toilets following requests by se -







