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IMPERIAL

OU ETAIENT LES
4A surprise Rag meeting was called in the Union last

Friday lunch-hour. The crowded Gym was told of I.C.'s pler
to kidnap the three French students who were coming over for
the Reading University Rag. These ladies had been invited
by the men students of Reading to lead their Rag Procession.
Reading women students objected, of course, to this slight
on their physical charms. They appealed to the men of
London Colleges (and in person to the P.M.) to uphold the
name of British vomanhood and protest at the arrival of
these French "lovelies". I.C. were certainly glad of an
excuse for a rag, but they had their own ideas about what
should happen to the visitors. The plan was to "coax" them
to come to the Residents Dinner and Ball on Friday night,
and then dispatch them to Reading on Saturday morning.

FELIX arrived early at Victoria and witnessed the
dramatic entrance of I.C. They were heralded by a subter-
ranean rumbling, then with a crescendo of I.C!, I.C! (still
no war cry!) they burst from the Tube stairways and in
seconds had enveloped the station. The leading banner

("Le diable a votre derriere Jacques, I.C. est content")
was hoisted to a place of prominamce and I.C. were momentar-

ily hushed as they learnt, from the newspapers, that the

girls were not coming. Then the men of I.C. looked at each

other with a mild surmise: ""tis a Fleet-Street-Reading Con-

spiracy" and spirits soured again. Singing and chanting

stirred Victoria's rusty frame; banners were set alight
only to be trodden down by the police; police reinforce-

ments poured in. The train arrived; no French girls.

I.C. dashed to cover all exits and would allow no one to

leave the platform. Two young things were reported to be

hiding in the Customs shed and the Police or British Rail-

ways Staff were suspected of il] intent. Throughout this

whole business every one kept in good humour. The public
thought it a great joke; the porters loved every minute of

it and the police although pelted with flour bags (not thrown

by I.C., FELIX is pleased to note) wore broad grins. One

irate taximan who was losing considerable custom, was heard

to remark, however, "B= lot of hooligans, causing all these

b= gates to be b- well closed.

Members of the Staff prominet in the crowd during this

waiting period were a well-known duffle-coated member of the

Physics Dept. and an equally well-known member of the Maths.

Dept. "Hector was also prominent. "Hector" was a fierce-

looking tiger's head, supported on a pole, which was snarling

viciously at every blue-coated gentleman in sight. This

head was found unaccountably over the entrance to Mines on

Friday morning.

Soon I.C. had to admit that the trio were not on the

train and the Police were able to clear a passage for the

passengers to get off the platform. :

The College returned to the Union in two farces.

walked back, taking a railway trolley and the usual booty,

and lost one member to the Police. The other group travel-

led by tube and were grieved to find that Kensington didn't .

want them, or so it seemed, for S. Ken. Station was heavily

barricaded. The defences were overcome, for only one mili-

tant portress wielding a broom offered any. resistance.

UNION PLANS.
Contemplated additions to the Union ceme in for a good

leal of discussion at the Refectory Committee Meeting on

asrd February. The Student Presidents expressed the

opinion that current proposals for two extra floors above

the Union are inadequate; and thet all should be done to

have a site elsewhere.

A working party is to investigate the possibility of

Silwood Park supplying us with fruit, vegetables, poultry

and pigs.

The Refectory looks like having a deficit the same size

as last year's, for while prices have risen, 20% less meals
are sold. Food supply costs have also risen. Neverthe-

less, the current meal prices are to be retained. Apprecia-

tion was expressed of the fine work done by the chef in

oreparing meals for people returning in the late evening

from Canvey. :

The suggestions book in Queenies’ is not being used to

the best advantage. Neither is the buffet service on Sat-
urday dence nights (the fate of this hangs in the belance).

One
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JEUNES FILLES?
£0 fering from Victoria to Albert |

So I.C. gathered near the Union and feeling in need of

spiritual comfort after their disappointment at Victoria,

pleaded movingly for Music!’ outside R.C.M. This came in

the form of a wavering piccolo and a doleful horn. Thus

revitalised the crowd turned to their old friend Prince Albert

Indeed it was fitting that they should tell the Prince all
that had been happening to Victoria. At a second attempt a

police helmet was firmly fixed on the Consort's head, and

‘xor nearly half an hour I.C. reigned on the Memorial steps

with no Officer of the Law in sight. Then three arrived,

on bicycles, through the pa:x to clear the barriers which

had been put up across the Zebra, to ensure a safe crossing

for the few hundred members of I.C. who wished to pay hom-

age to Albert. More police arrived and an unfortunate scuf-

fle over the barriers resulted in another member of I.C.

leaving in a Black Maria.

Meanwhile, tired end disappointed, President MacFie

and Co. arrived back from Dover. They had travelled over-

night, and had scrutinized in vain the unloading of two

boats from the Continent.

An interesting anecdote is recorded, about the crowd

which surged past a helpless ticket collector at Victoria.

‘He managed to stop the last two people of the mob, and asked

|for their tickets, smacking his lips in anticipation of

prosecution. They produced season tickets! The collector

was at least as surprised as the student who Jater found

/himself travelling along Prince Consort Road at 30 m.p-h.

on a car front bumper; and possibly more surprised than the

Union clocks, which stopped in protest when a porters' trailer

was carried in, and have been funny ever since.

In recognition ot the excellent conduct of the police

on this, our first Coronation Year clesh, FELIX suggests that

the Rag Committee make a collection for the Police Benevolent

(Fund .

We print the correspondence which led to the affair at
Victoria.

President, Reading (Women?) to President, I.C.
HOPE YOUR COLIEGE WILL FOR ONCE SHOW COMMON COURTESY AND

MEET FRENCH GIRLS VICTORIA FRIDAY DRESS OPTIONAL

President, I.C.Union to President, Reading

ALWAYS WILLING HELP BACKWARD PROVINCIALS STOP WHAT TIME

QUESTIONMARK OUR COURTESY IS FAR FROM COMMON

President Reading (men) to President I.C.
’ UNDERSTAND INFLAMMATORY TELEGRAM RECEIVED FROM READING

UNION COMPLETE HOAX REGRETS

DUKE'S VISIT.
The Duke of Edinburgh has expressed the wish that his

visit shail be as quiet and as informal as possible.Peopls

are asked to work normally, and to resist the temptation

to form a crowd of followers.Those who wish to see him are

recommendedto be near the corner of Imp.Inst. Road and

Exhibition Road at about four o'clock on Tuesday afternoon

A full account, with photographs, will appear in the next

issue of FELIX. Photographers ,private or otherwise, are

asked not to impede the Duke during his tour.

FELIX offers its congratulations to U.L. Correspondent

Roger Fisher who has just been awarded the 25 guinea Sir

Arthur Aclemd Essay Prize, for his entry "The Problem of
The Refectory will close from April 1st to 9th inclu-

sive.
‘Progress".



FELIX

PROFILE MP. JAMES
Mr. *. Ww. Janes is well known both to

students and staff, either in his capacity as
Librarian of Guilds or as Hon. Treasurer of
I.C,. U.A.C.U.

In the first position, his helnyfulmess and
his equable disposition, his astounding memory,

his knowledge of chemistry and his amateur
interest in wireless and television sive him
& general «knowledge ia engineering which is
invaluable to the students, and combine to make

him an extremely popular librarian.

His scientific leanings first became
apparent at @ small grammar school in Pembroke-

Shire, where the headmaster, a cracx shot and an
enthusiastic disciple of Isaac Walton, was very
generous in the award of half holidays on days
which promised him good sport. Uafortunately,
anyone acquainteé with Pembrokeshire will know

these occur only too rarely.

Having learned all that Wales could teach
him, except how to become a Nationalist and to
master the language of the Land of the Leek, he
now came to x.0.58. During his first year there
his patriotism received a serious shock, which
suppressed it for ever, when on St. David's Day
he arrived sporting a magnificent leek, and was
invited by his fellow students to eat it in its
entirety or to suffer degradation too horrible
to relate. These and other incidents convince
him that student life in the late 1930's was much
more exciting than it is to-day. However, he
cane through all these trials, and only retained
his accent to bear witness to his Welsh origins.

Having graduated, ne toox up research in the
field of rubber-cemeat mixtures, and wor<ed as
Research Assistant to Prof. ®. G. H. Clements in
the Guilds. He was called up in the army and
served his country until 1946 when he returned
to the College as Librarian. His experiences
in the army, though uneventful, considerably
enriched his knowledge of human nature, but the
stories of this period of his life are better
left to his own telling.

On his return he found the Library in need

of recataloguing and started on the job with
great zest. However, when this was half comp-
leted he learned that the Library would be
moved to its present position to allow for
expansion, He then abandoned cataloguing and

started getting ready for the big move. This
took place just before the sunmer vacation of
1951; during that time Mr. James could just be

seen emerging behind piles of books, dust-covered
but ever cheerful. He still found time to deal
with ordinary enquiries, but at first.a bit of
luck was needed to find a particular volume from
among the chaos reigning on the shelves. Old
and musty volumes came to light for the first time
in many years and have found space on the shelves,

a i

Mr. James's equanimity was never more
apparent than at this period and largely contri-
buted to the smooth way in which the change-over
toox place. He has now settled down to recata-
loguing, though his natural pessimism makes him
fear that the expansion of the College will
probably inean another change in the future, a
prospect he can hardly face.

Despite the large amount of work to be done,
Mr. James, whenever he can afford the time,is
very willing to talx on a large variety of subjects.
He will discuss the construction of wireless sets,
amplifiers and television sets with anybody
inter sted, but usually in the last case his
advice is "don't". His own personal experience
ended in failure, since, after six months of
vicissitudes trying to remedy terrible distortions
in his picture, he went out, bought a set, and is
now such an enthusiastic viewer that he has lost

all interest in T.V.'s technical delights.
He enjoys classical music and his opinions

on modern art and music are surprisingly strong
coming from such a mild man. He also likes
reading, but not detective stories. He believes
in the policy of 'Live and let live’. He is an
inveterate pipe-smoker. A long time ago he
decided to give up smoking but after a few days
his temper became so excitable that his wife
presented him with a good supply of tobacco and
the advice to put that into his pipe and smoke it.
He has never repeated the attempt, and encourages
students in this habit, allowing smoking in the
Library.

He is also a great lover of animals, and of
cats in particular.

As far as his post of Hon. Treasuref of
I.C. U.A.C.C. is coneerned he can only think of
one reason for his selection. In one memorable
staff-race he fought gallantly for last place
relinquishing it, in true sportsmanlixe fashion,
to his rival, who received a magnificent booby
prize of a golliwog.

All these are just a few aspects of his
character as those who xnow him well will proba-
bly realize. His sympathy and understanding for
others, his conscientiousness towards his work
are very noticeable, but I think that it is better
to finish on the story which he himself considers
his most embarrassing moment:

a former member of the staff asked nim if he
had seen various scientific articles in an
encyclopaedia published by a well known daily
newspaper. Mr. James, having a very poor
Opinion of this particular paper, said: "No, but
if they are comparable in accuracy to the scien-
tific information published in the paper, they
are, without doubt, unmitigated rubbish!" At
that the member of the staff smiled, paused and
said: "I wrote that section of the encyclopaedia."

: We apologise for the obsence of 2 photograph

of Mr. James.

The Mines Entertainment Committeeare urgently secking
a piece of cenvas approximately 10' X 60', Anyone who
knows its whereabouts is requested to convey it to the
Secretary, B.1l.Fenhoulet.

BO’'S CONTEMPORARIES.
After the Minutes of the meeting of Ist. Feb. I907 had

been read, the chairman, Col.Mervyn O'Gorman, introduced

the speaker Mr.T.G.Rose, at the Eng.Soc. and Motor Club

meeting ,Feb.26th. The lecture, a repeat of "The Influ-

ence of motor Racing on Car Design" was originally given

in I907 by the same speaker, with the same Chairman, and

partly the same audience.

Beginning with I896, when the winner of the Paris to

Bordeaux and back averaged I5m.p.h. for 48 hours, solo

with only 20 minutes stop, Mr Rose traced automobile
design up to '06. He mentioned the time when a Prefect of

Police put two columns of infantry and four heavy guns in
the path of a race; the time when Janassie on "Le Jamais
Content" did 65.3m.p.eh. in '973 the unforgettable occas=
ion when three million spectators covered the route of
the '03 Paris-Bordeaux, and twelve were killed. That put
the tin hat on the French long distance races. The wimer
averaged 65mepeh. So shaken was the Government by the

toll of casualties that the cars had to be taken home

by rail.

Mr. Rose showed 48 slides and was never dull:he knew

his stuff intimetely. He described the Darracq cars,

which in '04 reached 104m.p.h. They were rather heavy,

and after the lecture Col.O'Gorman described how, as a

judge, he once had to weigh a Darracq to make that it was

inside the I00CKg. limit. Although the gearbox top had

been replaced by paper, the frame drilled, and everything

slingable slung,the car was still too heavy. Late that

night, Col. O'Gorman was roused and asked to reweigh the

care He found thatit was within the limit. Mystified, he

asked the mechanics how they had done it. They said, "we

turned the car upside down and shook it". This shcok Col.
O'Gorman, so he turned the starting handle ,just to make
sure. There was no resistance. The valve seatings were

gone, The car did not qualify.

Slides of a ‘OS Guilds car race were also shown.
Congratulations to the societies concernedfor organis=-

ing such an interesting and entertaining event.

EATING AROUND LC.
This week's recommended ‘eating houses' cater for two

types of lunch hour. The first is prompted by the feel-

ing that sandwiches and coffee in the Union are, while com-

manding the required sum, not of sufficient interest. Your
correspondent feels that the Pelham Snack Bar - not to be

confused with the Pelham Grill - is worth a visit when this
is the case. Here a lunch of soup, followed by beans,

spaghetti or welsh rarebit and so on, with a roll and coffee
can be had for just over two shillings. The gir] behind

the counter is very charming, as is the slientele - I men-

tion this because I feel that environment is as important

during the lunch hour as the food we eat.

The second type of lunch you might require is of sub-

stantial plain fare. I mean by this such a meal as: soup,

"cut off the joint and 2 veg." rhubarb and custard and

perhaps coffee; for this I recommend the “Bath Bun Shop"

in Kensington High Street, it is on the left, going west,

almost opposite Slater's Restaurent. The "Bath Bun Shop's"

; clientele is small and you can be sure of a table domstairs

at all times during the lunch hour. ‘The price here is,

2/9 or 3/-, and as an added incentive shall I add thet they
sometimes servea delicious tripe!

THIS WEEK'S SPEGIAL.

A longish walk along Fulham Road brings you to no.208,

SALAMIS, Restaurant, where you will find tasteful impress-

ionist water colours, uniformed weiters, serviettes, spot=
lessly white vloths, and e very good meal for 2/8d. The

cost may mount 2 little, as a roll and butter is 4d,and

coffee 6d, and there is 2 small surcharge; but it is an

excellent place to take a guest. If we used the star system
Salami's would get tne maximum.

THE KENSINGTON ORACLE.
In a nov very informative article, the "Evening

Standard" profiled Professor Levy, "Britain's Spot-

light Scientists (4). It is reported that he hedged

questions about his political affiliations, though he

affirmed his Marxian beliefs. He made sone of his

usual comments about the popular press, British and Czech

It is our opinion that he made more, which were not

printed.


