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" UL.DEBATE MISCARRIES.

Debators in the U.L. Hut on 6th February
decided that "This #ouse Approves of lLegalized
Abortion", by 80 votes to 8:

Bart's Hospital Proposed, and they dropped
& bomb among the sensation and scandal seekers
by declaring that "approves" is in the present
tense, and that they, in common with most doctors,
thoroughly approved of the current legality. ef
medically necessary abortion. ' There were 700,000
births in England and Walee in 1950. As one in
five or six pregnancies 1s not held, this makes
the number of abortions between 100,000 and 150,000
a year, about 304 of which were believed to be
oeriminal, 904 of these bein$ in married women.

The speakers from Bart's condemned all those '
forme of abortion which are'at the moment illegal.

Bedford College Opposed. They had arrived
,prepared for a defence of all kinds of abortion by
the doctors, so naturally enough their guns were
rather badly spiked Their ma in pointe concerned
the increase in promiscuity which legal protection
of abortion would produce, and aleo the religious
(especially Roman Catholic) harm resulting from
the destruction of an unchristened infant. The
ghost of the old "Child or Mother?" controversy
orept in here, and produced a selection of the
usual comments. The Bedford opposition, after
_Btressing the dreadful consequences of women mak-
ing a habit of legalized abortion, shocked the
House by asking for sterilization of mental defi-
cients.

Speakers irom tne floor were indignant about
the way in which the motion had been twisted. It
was pointed out that the current practice of not
prosécuting a doctor who performs a medically neo-- .
essary abortion rests, not on Law, but only on a
precedent . Thus, current Law is unworkable:
reason enough for altering it. :

A more practical speaker quoted some approxi-
mate statistics: 1 death in every 87 abortions in
U.S.A., where 1t is 1llegal; one in 10,000 in
U.S5.8.R., where it is State sanctioned.

continued in next eolum

Another speaker asked for legalisation in cases
whewe the production of the child would bde unhealthy
to society (poverty,disease) .but stressed that a
line should pe drawn somewnere,

Then, a spiritual descendent of Shelley stood
up. Shelleys are rare enough, even among students,
in these days of disillusionment, and this one
brought a touch of true sense and purpose to a
debate which was being conducted on a suffocating
moral plane. "Shelley" said: promisculty is
high. Very many children are conceived out of
wedlock. Legalized abortion would be a smaller
evil than the dreadful convention of enforced mar-
riage in such cases. Undesired children should
net be brought into the world; there is not the
rfght atmosphere for them. Also, 1t is well-known
that abortion can be obtained by those who can pay
well. Why not make it democratic? As for the
religlous, they could act according to their prin-
ciples without interfering with other people.

Another speaker, a woman, suggested that the
problem concerned only women. It was unfair that
any decision should rest with men. The establish-
mnt of legal abortion would be a further step
towards the Emancipation of Women.

Summing up, the Bedford case could be stated
in terms of the well-known Commandment: Thou shalt
not kill. Bart's Bald that current legal practice
was sufficlient as a solution of the problem.

Though the speaker was all for free love (cheers),
with due precautions, he wanted no cnangé in Law.

The Debate was most unsatisfactory. While
the Floor had no doubt about- the meaning of the
Motion, the Proposition refused to accept it in the
obvious sense The Motion ‘should have read "This
House would Approve of Legallized Abortion", thus

‘allowing the doctors no loopholes to creep into a

restricted department about which there is 1little
controversy in any case. U.L. ought to frame its
Motions a little more carefully in future.

CANVEY ISLAND

Imperial College, in common with other Colleges in
U.L., sent working parties to Canvey Island throughout the

period preceding the second expected flooding. The Gliding
Club truck carried the volunteers each dey. The work con-
cisted largely of sandbeg filling, either at the Wall, with
mud, or at the Red Cow, with sand. Sandbags also were
.carried to the Wall, as shown in the photograph above. The
impressions gained by a FELIX peporter appeer on the sport

pages

The thenks of the Editor are due to J.Rotgaus ond
J.A.Barlows who sent us photographs of Canvey Island.
1s0 to J.B.Andrews who worked overtime to ensure that
)&ne would be aveileble for printing.
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R.C.S. CARNIVAL.

- A criticism of an I.C. Carnivel must be professional
in ..s acuteness for it to be of any use at all;  for
Cernivels have reached a peak which is only insulted by
the usual type of kind, considerate I.C. comment.

The decoration aimed far higher than that usgd- by
but it came off worse. There was an impregsion
of discontinuity in the Gym - a set of brilllant indivi-

* dual pieces, each complete, but leaving something to be

desired in the gaps between. The Green Ladgy "Amanda" *n
the upper Dining Hall, was frankly pornographic, though
the writer personally wes not shocked by it.. An "Evening
Standard" write-up of the occasion described the dancing
as occuring in "sulphur fumes". While this is not more
accurate than the usual standard of the popular press, thr
atmosphere, reflected in a verietv of hideous costumes, w
sertainly reminiscent of Hades.

The Cebaret, an ambitious affair, was largely ruine
by the efforts of some noisy gentlemen, who had drifted -
from the Bar without tickets, and whose disgusting conduc
is dealt with further in the Editorial

A recent report by the Royzl Collepe ©i
Fhysicians indicates that London and Oxford are
outstending among British Universities for their
poor student health facilities. University
College, London is said to have a fine scheme
which could be studied with advantage by other
establishments, . is described, in the
Editorial of the Tires, as having a "modest”
health service, Other colleges are a good
deal worse,

-
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CAMBRIDGE The Council of the Associstion of University
Teachers has condemned the practice of students
spending prolonged periods in work unconnected with
their studies.







