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-U.L. DEBATE MISCARRIES,
Debators in the U.L. Hut on 6th February ’

decided that "This House Approves of Legalized
Abortion", by 80 votes to 8.

Bart's Hospital Proposed, and they dropped |
@ bomb among the sensation and scandal seekers
by declaring that "approves" is in the present
tense, and that they, in common with most doctors,
thoroughly approved of the current legality. ef
medically necessary abortion. There were 700 000
births in England and Wales in 1950. As one in
five or six pregnancies is not held, this makes
the number of abortions between 100,000 and 150 ,000
a year, about 30% of which were believed to be
criminal, 90% of these being in married women.

‘The speakers from Bart's condemned all those |
forms of abortion which are'at the moment illegal.

Bedford College Opposed. They had arrived
‘prepared for a defence of all kinds of abortion by |
the doctors, so naturally enough their guns were
rather badly spiked Their min points concerned
the increase in promiscuity which legal protection|
of abortion would produce,and also the religious
(especially Roman Catholic) harm resulting from ]
the destruction of an unchristened infant. The
Ghost of the old "Child or Mother?" controversy
crept in here, and produced a selection of the
usual comments. The Bedford opposition, after
68tressing the dreadful consequences of women mak-
ing a habit of legalized abortion, shocked the
pepe by asking for sterilization of mental defi-
cients.

Speakers trom the floor were indignant about
the way in which the motion had been twisted. It
Was pointed out that the current practice of not
prosecuting a doctor who performs a medically neo.,
essary abortion rests, not on Law, but only on a
precedent. Thus, current Law is unworkable:
reason enough for altering it. -

A more practical speaker quoted some approxi-e .
mate statistics: 1 death in every 87 abortions in
U.S.A., where it is illegal; one in 10,000 in
U.S.S.R., where it is State sanctioned.

continued in next ecolum

Another speaker asked for legalisation in cases
where the production of the child would :be unhealthy
to society (poverty,disease).but stressed that a
line should pe drawn somewnere.

Then, a spiritual descendent of Shelley stood
up. Shelleys are rare enough, even among students,
in these days of disillusionment, and this one
brought a touch of true sense and purpose to a
debate which was being conducted on a suffocating
moral plane. "Shelley" said: promiscuity is
high. Very many children are conceived out of
wedlock. Legalized abortion would be a smaller
evil than the dreadful convention of enforced mar-
riage in such cases. Undesired children should
net be brought into the world; there is not the
right atmosphere for then. Also, it is well-known
that abortion can be obtained by those who can pay
well. Why not make it democratic? As for the
religious, they could act according to their prin-
ciples without interfering with other people.

Another speaker, a woman, suggested that the
problem concerned only women. It was unfair that
any decision should rest with men. The establish-
mnt of legal abortion would be a further step:
towards the Emancipation of Women.

Summing up, the Bedford case could be stated

in terms of the well-known Commandment: Thou shalt

not kiil. Bart's Baid that current legal practice

was sufficient as a solution of the problen.

Though the speaker was all for free love (cheers),
Witn due precautions, he wanted no change in Law.

The Debate was most unsatisfactory. While

the Floor had no doubt about. the meaning of the
Motion, the Proposition refused to accept it in the
obvious sense The Motion ‘should have read "This

House would Approve of Legalized Abortion", thus
‘allowing the doctors no loopholes to creep into a
restricted department about which there is little

controversy in any case. U.L. ought to frame its

Motions a little more carefully in future.

CANVEY ISLAND

i lleges inImperial College; in common with other Co

U.L., sent working parties to Canvey Island throughout the

period preceding the second expected flooding. The Gliding

Club truck carried the volunteers each dey. The work con

cisted largely of sandbeg filling, either at the Vall, with

mud, or at the Red Cow, with sand. Sandbags also were

carried to the Wall, as shown in the photograph above. The
‘{mpressions gained by a FELIX peporter appear on the sport

pages

The thenks of the Editor are due to d.Rotgaus ond

J.A.Barlow, who sent us photographs of Canvey Island.
lso to J.B.Andrewswho worked overtime to ensure that
on would be aveilable for printing.

| Guilde;

R.C.S. CARNIVAL.

» A criticism of an I.C. Carnival must de professional
in ..8 acuteness for it to be of any use at all; for
Cernivels have reached a peak which is only insulted by
the usual type of kind, considerate I.C; comment.

The decoration aimed far higher than that us@a- by
but it came off worse. There was an impregsion

of discontinuity in the Gym - a set of brilltant indivi-
‘ dual pieces, each complete, but leaving something to be
desired in the gaps between. The Green Lady “Amanda” ‘n
the upper Dining Hall, was frankly pornographic, though
the writer personally wes not shocked by it. An "Evening
Standard" write-up of the occasion described the dancing
a8 occuring in "sulphur fumes". While this is not more
accurate than the usual standard of the popular press, thr
atmosphere, reflected in a varietv of hideous costumes, w
xertainly’ reminiscent of Hades.

The Cabaret, an ambitious affair, was largely ruine
by the efforts of sme noisy gentlemen, who had drifted -
from the Bar without tickets, and whose disgusting conduc
is dealt with further in the Editorial

A recent report by the Royel Uollepe oi
Physicians indicates that London and Oxford are
outstanding among British Universities for their
poor student health facilities, University
College, London is said to have a fine scheme
which could be studied with advantageby other
establishments, I.C. is described, in the ~
Editorial of the Times, as having a "modest"
health service, Other colleges are a good
deal worse,

SAMBKIDGE The Council of the Association of University

Teachers has condemned the practice of students

spending prolonged periods in work unconnected with

their studies.
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William Sandwith Robinson, known to most of us as just
plain "Bill", born et Morecambe in 1930, has crowded an
amazing number of achievements into his comparatively young
life.

He wos educated at Morecambe "co-ed" Grammar School
until 1945 when he went to Nottingham High School to com-
plete his school education. Whilst at Nottingham he became
head of the school, captain of the rugby XV and swimming

VIII besides representing the school at cricket and athle-

tics. It is interesting to note that at some point during

his school career he was awarded a prize, for the boy who
had the hest influence on the school (all done by kindness!)

In 1949 Bill first graced I.C. with his presence,

entering the Royal School of Mines with an oil scholarship

and graduating in oil technology last year - he is now

studying fora Ph.D. Academically speaking Bill is not

exactly dunb having-been awarded the Institute of Petroleum
prize for all round excellence together with the Charlton

prize.

During his stey at I.C. he has held many offices
executive and sporting. Apart from being the Secretary of
R.S.M. in 1951-52 and their President this year he has been

I.C. council for th .

cae PS ge ; sige a continued in next colum

Regarding Bill's sporting schievements, altnough he
is a swimmer of no mean ability. and dabbles in a few
racket games, his rs ter geme is rugby.

Last sensen he had the honour of captnining the Uni-

versity rugby team, during which they built up the best
record the club has ever had. furthermore Bill himself
set up another record for the club by playing in only one
match, a severe shoulder injury keeping him out of the game
for the entire season. However in spite of this and mumer-
ous other injuries of a less serious nature (such as having
an ear almost torn off!) he is’ now back in the game again.
Apart from having hrd county trials for Notts, Derby, Lines
and Middlesex, promotion came rapidly in the rugby world,
for during his first tern at I.C. he played on three con-
secutive occasions for Mines, I.C. and U.L.

There is no doubt that W.S.R. is unique in more ways
than one. He is proud of possessing two cauliflower ears
and of being the only man who tried to go to a Saturday
night hop at 4 o'clock in the morning. The story is told
of how on one Saturday evening, Bill returning very tried
and a little under the weather from a rugby match decided
to have a sleep before going to the hop. Awakening from
his slumbers and thinking that it was time to trip the light.
fantastic, he went down to the Union to find the whole
place in darkness = not unusual at 4 o'clock on a Sunday
morning.

Outside college duties Bill has many wide and varied
interests, but the list is too long to discuss here.
However, he is usually seen at Carnivals dressed in a Mines
rugby shirt, and it is said though with what truth I don't
know, that he was well-known for regularly attending
St. George's Hospital for a long time after recovering from
his injury! ;

Although living in Nottingham Bill is a very stout
Lancastrian and has been known on several occasions to
argue with Welshmen on matters political and national such
as rugby and cricket.

66 : 99 
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LC: YES TO G. G me LIKE TIMETABLE: 28% KEEN SUPPORTERS.
The FELIX Survey of General Studies has shown

several facts which may be of interest to the
college in general. The opinions of 130 students
were obtained, mostly by interview, but a dozen
from your written replies to the FELIX question- {
naire.

Twenty-six per cent of the replies were of
the opinion that the present Tuesday and Thursday
time-tables were not justified by the good done
by the Lectures. Most of these were people who
travel a considerable distance to the college..
The rest, 74), were quite happy about the system;
and many of them were very enthusiastic. A few
people suggested that Mondays and Fridays should
be used for the Lectures, or that they should be
given in the evenings. We put these suggestions
to the others, and they were rejected by a large
majority. Thus it can be concluded that, despite
resistdnce in some quarters which ought to know

better, the new time-table is very acceptable to
3 students out of 4. Even among the objectors,
violent cases were rare.

Regarding attendance at the Lectures, we
divided replies into four categories: often,
sometimes, seldom, never. While this sort of

loose thinking may be objected to, we would point
out that it 1s difficult to find numerically how
often people go to the Lectures, since they are
inclined to vary week by week, The results
which we recorded were geneial impressions. 28%
attend the Lectures regularly (one or more each
week), 15% never go at all. The rest divide
equally between those who go "sometimes" (one a
week to one a month), and the rest, who go seldom.
One student had never neard of the Lectures.

Supposing our sample to be representative
of I.C., then about a quarter of the students,
(400) form a nucleus of attendance, one or more
a week,

We asked whether attendance at the Lectures

increased and broadened the interests of those
who went. This is a difficult question to ask.
People, when interviewed, tended to become a
little embarrassed about it. Our results show
that 40% of our sample of 130 students consider
themselves broadened; 2A% feel that they only
get enjoyment. A "test" case was that of the
Picasso Lecture by E£.H. Gombrich. Many students
referred to this as approsching the ideal in so
far as the diffusion of new knowledge is con-
cerned, Many peonle ecsme avay from that Lecture
with the feeling that they were on better terms
With Picasso: that he ned become an aesthetic

reality instead of an incomprenensible joke.
Forty per cent: almost 600 students feel

their interests (largely cultural) are expanded
by the Lectures.

Heard in a Nursing Home.

"Is this your first baby?"

"It'S our first, but between you and me, it's my

We asked for sugrestions for the improvement
of the Lectureg. Those which were received in
our early questionery were put to people whom we
interviewed later.

The most vavstanding conciusion obtained by

us from the whole survey is that there is a very

wide demend for more Lectures on CURRENT AFFAIRS,

both local snd international, The majority are

interested in information, as unbiased as possible,

put a strong faction also wants politics. ‘there
is a feeling that the Lectures have been too

uncontroversial, in fact, apart from establish-

ing without any trace of doubt that the Lectures

have been widely acknowledged by the students as

a Very Fine thing, thus giving them a solid found-

ation for their further progress, our survey has

pointed out the most common criticism, MORE

CURRENT EVENTS AND CONTROVERSY.

We asked a lot of people whether they

favoured scientific Lectures. Four out of five

were convinced that they wanted anything rather

than science. there is a widespread demand for

more films, but in a large room. The large
physics lecture theatre is criticised: a4 micro-

phone is needed for many speakers,

Bad timing comes in for a good deal of com-

ment, The general opinion is that Lectures

should finish strictly at 2.20, though som> (not

many) think they should be ten minutes shorter,
It is felt that the student chairman has become

a cliche machine; he is often not competent to

deliver a good vote of thanks,
There are often three good Lectures together;

and sometimes three bad, this is a very sub-
jective criticism, but a lot of people have made

it. Tuesday is generally better than Lhursday;

but the trouble here lies in the amazing popular-

ity of the series of music Lectures given by Dr.

Jacques, Whenever there is a really good Lecture

on a Tuesday, a large collection of fans is torn

between loyalty to a Lecture which will certainly

be good, and another, more doubtful, but with an

attractive title or speaker.

Apart from Dr. Jacques, the names of Dr.

'Gombrich, L.A.G. Strong, Dilys Powell, Henry

Sherek, C. Day Lewis are mentioned as outstanding

lecturers; but the general opinion is that the

standard of last term's Lectures was very high:

it is doubted whether it can be kept up.

The Physics Theatre door should be oiled.

There should be talks on archeology. The music

concerts should be made tree, without a silver

collection, hese and many open suggestions

illustrate the lively and highly critical interest
in the Lectures which made such an impression on

our interviewers,

In the Refectory Suggestions Books

"Could we have longer spaghetti,please.Less of this

clipped Heinz Variety".
second."


