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y Pub. Board meeting ‘solves’
Felix troubles

Felix crisis
avoided

David Crabbe,
News Editor

“The crisis which has been looming within FELIX over the
past term, was resolved, to some degree, at an emergency
meeting of the Publications Board on Monday night, 13th
December. The crisis cam€ to a head with the circulation
last Friday of a petition calling for an Extraordinary General
meeting on 14th December to debate the state of FELIX and
to move for a ‘vote of no-confidence’ in the Editor, Clive

(L to R) Spanner and Bolt capteurs Daye Dodge, Martin Watson,
Martin Kessler and Steve Braund one minute after taking the
mascots.

The execution of a cunning mascot plan saw RCS Union this
eek become the proud ‘owners’ of Spanner and Bolt, the C&G

Union mascots.

ollege; the last
to RSM.

RCS Union gained the mascots
n Tuesday lunchtime when
erry Cummin (Mech Eng 2)

hat of Martin Watson (Physics
) in a South London mews;
panner and Bolt were on their
ay to the Guilds Christmas
nion meeting. Herein lies
he crux of the plan: ever since
he Elec Eng Fresher’s dinner

osed as his namesake in Chem
ng 1. X

He had gone on Guilds Rag
tunts, their Union meetings
nd was frequently in the C&G
nion office. By last week he
as trusted by John Elkin,
Jerry Cummin and Dave Lord as
reliable Guildsman.

By that time he had offered
o help bring Spanner-and Bolt
to Guilds functions in his
llegro car. His offer was
ccepted and he was briefed to
ring the mascots into the Guilds

vent RCS hired Mr Watson an
llegro which he drove to
ppointed rendez-vous in South
ondon on Tuesday.

From there the plan was
imple; instead of taking the
scots' to IC Martin drove them
the the

corner to

new treasures to an
nstated destination.

According 0 RCS not only
id C&G give them Spanner and
olt but all their (C&GU’s)

ideas on whe.re Theta was and

ransferred them from his car to

ix weeks ago Martin Watson had

eeting on Tuesday. For the,

This is the first time that Bolt has been captured by another
time Spanner was lost was in 1973/4

RCS intend organising a
treasure hunt for the mascots’
return, similar to that done by
Guilds for the return of Theta —
captured by Guilds 2 years ago.
The first clue should arrive at
Guilds within the next few
days.

It is expected that the trial
of ‘people responsible for the
mascots’ loss’ will be held by
Guilds next term. 4

New records
for RCS

For the second year running
RCS Union have collected over
£1,000 on their Year Collections
They did so last Saturday when
Maths I created a new record
for the amount ‘of money
collected by one year in a day.
They -raised £362.27% whilst
‘climbing the Brompton Road
outside Harrods’.

Behind them came Physics I,
who amassed £243.20% Carol
singing, and Life Science I who
used an inflatable dinghy to
attract £163.87'2 . into Rag’s
coffers. :

Nigel Simpson and Steve
Brooker got their names in
the record book for the most
money collected by one person
in a day. Each brought home
£85.07%

According to the ecstatic
Steve Braund (RCS VP) this now
put the term’s RCS Rag total at
about £3,200, ‘a cool £1.000
ahead of Guilds and about
£1,500 ahead of Mines’. He
claims the RCS total is already

Dewey.

The petition, dawn up by
Duncan Suss (Business Manager
of FELIX) Derrick Everett
(ICUDP) and Paul Ekpenyong
(ex-ed FELIX) had 186 sign-
atures — 130 are needed to
call a EGM. It was presented to’
Derrick Everrett (ICUDP ); both
Nick Brayshaw and John White
(ICU Pres. and Hon. Sec
respectively) were - attending
NUS conference at Blackpool.

The petition was prompted
by both the serious financial
situation of FELIX and also by
difficulties caused by Mr Dewey’s
handling of staff.

Mr- Dewey claimed that he
had never been officially
infoormed of the petition and
had only heard by hear say
over the weekend. He urged
that the executive should be
informed and that this would not
happen in future.

‘Airing dirty Linen’

The emergency Pub. Board
meeting was called by James
Sinclair (STOIC) to inquire into
the reasons for such a drastic
move on the part of Mr Suss. He
observed that at a 4% hour
meeting last week the FELIX
situation was not even mentioned
let.alone discussed. Mr Sinclair
felt that an EGM in this case

would only result in ‘people
airing their dirty linen in
public’.

Furthermore, he said, a
formal meeting such as Pub

Board was what was required.
Public ‘discussion would only
do great damage to FELIX; ‘in
fact’, he said, ‘I do not wish to

kind of thing destroys the whole
philosophy of the Union’.

John Allen, Publications
Board Chairman, confirmed that
there was no constitutional need
for a quorate petition to be
discussed in committee but
agreed that in this case there
was a moral need.

Mr Suss pointed out that
FELIX finances were Union
finances and as such were the
Union as a whole.

Financially, the most
optimistic preditions (up to and
including 28 Nov 1976) envisage
FELIX in the red to the tune of
£300 by the end of the summer
term. Lack of full capitalisation
on advertising potential has
been a major cause of this
situation.
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letters

India Soc. reply

Dear Sir, — With reference to Mr
Ramendra Guha’s letter printed
on 3rd Dec ’76, 1 feel his
accusations about India Society
are completely baseless. He
has only managed to display
his ignorance.

He accuses the Society for
putting up posters, ‘here and
there; but they are few and far
between’. He doesn’t know that
this is exactly what union rules
require us to do. Furthermore
this is an establishment for
very intelligent people, so I
believe reading one poster with
sufficent information . should
well suffice his requirements. I
cannot see why Mr Guha wants
to see, say, 16 similar posters
stuck on a wall saying the
same thing. In a big place like
IC no less than 50 posters
were put up for India Soc’s
film show and the freshers’

party. :
For the same function,
individual letters were sent

out by our secratry to all the
members — Mr Guha is one. If
121 other members received it,
I fail to see how Mr Guha was
missed on three occasions.

He also says ‘after all it

costs nothing’ (to send out
individual letters to club
members). This is .absolutely

ridiculous.. We have spent about
£35.00 alone on publicity so
far, most of it on paper. In
addition a lot of personal
. effort goes into making these
posters and addressing to ALL
MEMBERS.

In my 8 years work with
various social organisations,
I’ve come across many people
like Mr Guha who like to sit
back and criticize. I have
appealed on various occasions
for a second publicity officer.
If Mr Guha feels he can do a
better job, I have one waiting
for him. I always welcome
enthuastic members who like
to see a better society. I can
be contacted via Mech Eng
letter rack or in person at Room
806 Mech Eng (internal 3619).
NIP SHAH
Chairman India Soc
9 December 1976

PG common room

Dear Sir, — In answer to Mr
Guha, (FELIX 3rd Dec) and
for the interest of other P Gs
reading the magazine, the IC
postgraduate group is at present
investigating the possibility of
obtaining a common-room for
PGs. The first step is to find
out if such a room is wanted by
the majority of PGs at IC. So
if anyone is interested, could
they please contact either
myself (on Int 2263) or their own
departmental reps as soon as
possible and make their views
known.

Yours faithfully

KATE DUCIE

ICUPGG Secretary

B
_,\\

BEe Th

ORiGbam
GUESY
MHousg

‘w00 5100
SHIRTS

(/ ‘
S

Exec. Nutterings

Dear Sir, — I appreciate that in
certain circumstances it is not
within your privelege to funda-
mentally alter articles. However,
1 feel that publishing two
paragraphs written by different
members of the Executive, both
entitled ‘NUS Referendum
(last week’s issue,) when they
are in direct opposition is
perhaps indiscreet.

In point of fact it is interest-
ing that 2 sabbaticals obviously
do not consult each other before
putting pen to paper.

I.would be grateful if some-
one would inform me when I
will be able to exercise my
democratic rights.

Yours sincerely,
DAVE DODGE,
RCSU

Malicious attack
on Mary A

Dear Sir, — The motion which
was to be proposed by P Ide at
the last UGM was a flagrant
attack on the right of all ICU
members to take an active part
in running their union.

I' :am amazed that the Union
Executive distributed copies of
this motion around the College,
appalled that Mary Attenborough
was — the subject of the
motion — was not informed
beforehand that the motion had
been proposed.

The inclusion of this motion,
whether it is seen as a malicious
attack on one member of ICU
or as a sick joke, is clearly not
conducive to serious Union
debate.

It is not coincidential that
the motion attacked a woman
student of IC; and the motion’s
implication is clear: that
women are not expected to put
forward arguments as clearly
and forcefully as Mary Atten-
borough does.

From this P Ida has drawn
the conclusion that women who
do stand up for their beliefs,

to the editor

QUR NATIONWIDE PETITION
WILL BE A GREAT SUCCESS,
DERRICK. JUST THIS HOUSE
AND WE'RE FINISHED!
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Chinese Society

Dear Sir, — 1 would like to
draw the attention of Chinese
Society members to the recent
unexpected cancellation of
Cambridge trip previously
scheduled for 11th Dec. It was
then claimed to be the conse-
quence of ‘poor response’ from
the members.

Let’s face the facts, there
were no posters, and only a
few line written down some-
where in the comer of the
previous society circular; that’s
all. Though we were offered a
few names to contact, these
people — who were supposed to
be responsible for selling
tickets — did not even know
they had been picked for the
job.

I would also like to remind
you that whilst other Chinese
Societies in the University
were zealously preparing for

LUCSCS (London University
Chinese Society Cultural
Section) versus Mancherster

University CU game (held on
I1th Dec in Mancherster) we
did nothing. Is it true that as a
founder member of LUCSCS, we
have actually disaffiliated from
LUCSCS? So far this year
nothing has been said about
LUCSCS.

With, no collaboration with,
LUCSCS is Chinese Society
honestly doing enou:h for its
members under the favourite
conditions — such as vast
support from members & sub-
stantial finance at IC. Surely
I am not the only one who feels
this way. :

Happy Xmas.

C.K.CHEN
Physics PG.

must be in some way deficient
as women. Such attitudes
must change if the college is to
encourage more women to take
up courses at IC.

Yours sincerely,

DEIRDRE LIVINGSTONE
Maths L

13th December 1976

PG AFFAIRS CORNER

Parkers PG
padlings

| just realised that this
illustrious publication is coming
out on Thursday next week on
account of all these undergrads
flaking out and running off home
to mum’'s Christmas puddings.
So, if | am to wish anyone a
happy Christmas, it will have to
be done very rapidly before | go
off to paddle at Blackpool.
Another NUS conference is
with us, and with their overdraft
looking almost as bad as mine,
at £91,000, it should be a very
interesting one.

The PG Cheese and Wine
party came and went. Turn out
was a little disappointing at
around 60 people, but those that
did manage to resist the
temptation to go to ‘Tommy’ or
Smoking Concert seemed to
enjoy the evening. | must thank
Jamie for the good vibes, and
Pat and Andy for running the
bar. Suggestions for future
socials would be 'greatly
appreciated. Two departments
have already taken advantage
of our offers of financial aid
to promote events at depart-
mental level. Council, in its:
benign generosity, gave £120 to
to Mines Union to promote PG
activities — any offers to spend
it for them should be flung in

the direction of the RSMU
office. >
Fees protests
You will all know by now

that fees for PGs are to rise
next year to £750 (£850 for
overseas PGs). The Friday

‘before last | helped to deliver

around 1,400 letters from this

‘college protesting against these
. proposals.

) They were laid in
the hallway of Mrs Shirley
Williams’ house at 8.00am on a
very cold morning. We were

‘later able to see Mrs Williams

over coffee and discuss our
grievances.She was sympathetic
but conceded very little. |'d
like to thank all those who
signed letters, and | hope you
will all be prepared to put pen
to ink again next year. | would
particularly like to hear from
any PGs who anticipate real
difficulties when the new fees
are enforced.

The Pearson report on PG
Education in IC is stiil on the
table tor discussion: | hope that
the PG Group will be setting
.p a small study group to look
ito it in the New Year.
~epartmental discussion of the
report should also be taking
place in all departments — make
sure that PG opinions are
expressed.

well it's time to wander up
the Golden Mile. My bucket and
spade are all ready but | must
remember to get a packet of
little flags to put on the sand
castles. |I'm taking a big spade
for the ‘bury Charles Clarke’

competition. Rick Parker
PGG Chairman






