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Not so bright man
Ex—RCSU President Steve

Procession on despite squabbles

turned on
Brightman escaped unhurt

when his car crashed into the

Mechanical Engineering build-

ing last Friday night.

The accident happened at
around 11.30pm, when Mr

Brightman’s yellow Dolomite

Sprint was travelling from the

Sherfield Building towards

Mechanical Engineering, The

car failed to negotiate the

right hand bend at Mech Eng,

It struck the kerb,

its side and then ploughed

into three windows on level

one of the engineering

building.
There was no fire, and the

occupants of the car, Mr

Brightman and Dave Nickson,
emerged uninjured but shaken

from the battered vehicle,

Estimates vary greatly as

to the cost of the damage to

the car and building.

' Mines President Paul Kurowski this week refused to streak

around the Albert Hall to raise Rag funds. He said it lowers the.

lowers the image of RSM. Perhaps some others, who could raise

the standard should accompany him.

RCS Rag totals up
RCS Union this week

Surpassed their last year’s

total for money collected for

Rag. They did so whilst selling

Rag Mags to those on Wed-

nesday’s NUS/TUC ‘Fight the

Cuts’ march,

RCSU have now collected

£1,583 for Rag this year, £80

greater than last year’s total,

£100 of the total came from

Rag Mag sales on Wednesday,

The march was the biggest
industrial demonstration in

London in recent times, Over

40,000 people attended,
including some 35 or so from

IC Union, Demonstrators

reacted quite well to the Rag

Mag sellers, although ex-IC
President Trevor Phillips

jested ‘Why don’t you come

into line with the rest of us’.

Mascots
The University College

mascot Phineas was returned

by Guilds to UC at the C&GU
bar night on Sunday,

The mascot was transferred
at about 10pm, although UC
Students arrived at the Union

bar by 8pm, They joined, but
were. unsuccessful, in_ the

Guilds bar night festivities,

Rag off?

-No way!
This year’s Rag Procession is to go ahead as announced

in last week’s FELIX. This was agreed, after much intra-

CCU squabling and petty recriminations, at a Carnival

Committee meeting on Wednesday evening.

The Procession will be waved off by the Rector and

Lady Flowers tomorrow morning.

Although an_ affirmative

decision was reached, at one

Stage a section of the meeting

almost swung opinion to the

contrary,

Lack of arrangements

Led by Chris Morrel, RCSU

President, this conclave com-

plained bitterly about the

arrangements made for the

Procession and the fact that

only two twenty-foot lorries

were available to carry four

floats on the Procession.

‘With only two lorries we’re

going to be the laughing stock

of Kensington,’ Miss Morrel

claimed. John Kearns, last
year’s Rag Chairman, answered

her by pointing out that Queen

Elizabeth College, only had

three lorries on their (very

successful) Rag Procession

last year,

The RCSU disappointment
was heightened since they

have gone to great lengths to

obtain float that led the

Lord Mayor’s Procession last

Saturday, This features a

large robin, a momento to Sir

Robin Gillet the new Lord

Mayor.

RCSU later urged everyone

to get as many vehicles and

people as possible dressed

up and out on the Procession,

The meeting began’ degen-
erating, due to lack. of
positive chairing by Martin

Judkins, the Rag Chairman,
It took a rallying call of

‘Let’s do the besf with what
we've got’ by John White,

ICU Hon Sec, to restore order

to the meeting and sympathy

to this year’s Procession

arrangements,

Rag Felix

More wrangling ensued over

the question of a special Rag

edition of FELIX. The idea

was given the go-ahead and

the CCU Presidents will be

responsible for Selling this

special issue of FELIX which

is published on December 3rd,

It will cost 5p and all the

money collected shall go

to Rag.

Rag Week ’76 itself began

last night with the Rag and

Drag Queen Competition, com-

pered by John Downs, ICU

Hon Sec’ 1975—76. This

evening, the Three-Legged

Pub Crawl (start Stan’s Bar,

7.00pm) carries’ on the

festivities,

Erratum
The RCS Smoking Concert,

advertised as beginning at

7.00pm next Thursday, in fact,

begins at 8.00pm. The day,

thoug was

inside
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PG Affairs Comer

Thesis going cheap...only £170
| just knew that | should not have

mentioned sentence shuffling in my.

previous literary masterpiece. No sooner

had the words been lovingly coerced

from this relic of a typewriter, than the

editor and his subordinates ruthlessly

mutilated this onslaught. Just to be on

the safe side this is paragraph one.

And so to para two. Doubtless every-

one has been harassing Mr Dewey to

ask him where the world famous PG

piece was last week; (strangely no — Ed)

well you can let him up now. My type-

writer is back from its five thousand

mistake service, so | can tell you what's

been happening. A very reduced PG

committee met a couple of weeks ago,

despite its size, useful discussion

ensued helped along by a drop of sherry.

‘ One amazing fact which | was able
to. bring to the notice of the committee

was a rough figure for the cost of

producing a thesis for PhD work. This

comes to around £170, although con-

siderable fluctuations can be expected
depending on size and content. | rang

the NERC, at their request, to give them
this figure and took the opportunity to
ask their views on this matter.

Faceless excuse
The faceless voice at the other end

told me that the official view was that

a proportion of the cost was secreted

in the maintainance grant each year

and the student was supposed to save

this up. When asked if he believed this

the voice sounded less than convinced.

| went on to suggest that the amount

ought to be reclaimable in the same way

as travel expenditure. The voice noted

this with the telephonic equivalent of

interest, and went off to refer the matter

to his committee. | intend to make

similar suggestions to the SAC and

DES. Meanwhile | shall be looking into
other ways of aleviating this burden

within College.

Social evening going cheap
The other important matter arising

from the meeting was that a social

event should be held on the evening of

the 25th of November, that’s a Thursday.

It will take the form of a cheese and

wine evening costing only 75p a ticket

and starting at 6.45pm. The venue is as

not yet fixed, but watch for posters for

further details. Tickets should be

available soon from our departmental

contacts. It is hoped to provide a disco

and a bar.

My Public Service bit

One disturbing thing about IC is just

how easy it is for someone to walk in

and steal things. Obviously we don't

want security checks on all entrances

so it’s up to us to watch out and be

sensible. The thefts involve masses of

personal belongings and money belonging

to students as well as office and lab

equipment. Several simple things can

be done to reduce these thefts; 1) Never

leave cheque books, cash, or credit

cards in your office, except in locked

drawers or cupboards; 2) Whenever

possible lock al! labs and offices when

they are unattended even if only for a

few minutes; 3) Lock away all small

pieces of valuable equipment when not

in use (cameras, calculators, etc). When.

in use ensure that calculators are in

locked bench frames. 4) Question anyone

that you are not familiar with who is

wandering in or near your lab or office

area.

| hope that we can thus reduce the
cost and inconvenience of thefts both

to the college and individuals.

And thus in fact ends the article.

ULU PG Committee will be discussing
the effects of the proposed fee increases

on London PGs and | shall be reporting

on this soon. In the meantime don’t

forget to watch out for more details of

the great PG Party.

Rick Parker

PG Affairs Officer

ICWA
Since there has been a lack of

support and a number of complaints

about the difficulty of the treasure hunt

I'll give a further (and final) hint that

the sapital in question is not escudoes

...| will allow a further weeks grace
for answers. Anybody who has sent in

an answer and now feels it may be

incorrect, can send in a second attempt.

However, the second answer will be

counted (even if the first answer had

been right}
The second clue is:-

Men and Women showing reverence to

superiors or the English Archers at

Agin Court perhaps.

The answers to both clues (and: 20p)

to reach room 98 Beit Hall by Thurs

(25th) by lunchtime.

| feel | should point out that the first

three clues are to help find the treasure

for which the ‘‘treasure hunt’’ clue will

be the fourth and final one. Good luck to

all who enter.

Congratualtions to all our newly

elected committee:-

Madeleine Scott — Hon. Sec.

Pauline Day — Treasurer,

Eileen McAuliffe — Life Sciences Rep.

Arlene Frances — Mines Rep

At present the only contested post is

of Mr ICWA and elections for him will

take place later today.

Despite rumours to the contrary there

is definately going to be a Easter Ball

and it should be quite a bit cheaper than

any other Balls!!! ICWA will also be

having a Christmas luncheon on Tues

14th Dec which should be quite a festive

event; but more details later.

Isobel Donnelly

IC RADIO
Wanted: One medium wave transmitter on

loan for tests until our own transmitters

are built. An opportunity to use your]:

transmitter legally — no questions asked.

Contact IC Radio via the Union office or

internal 2429,

How much is YOUR company losing?
Hugh Barrett looks at the NUS service companies

An important point to bear in mind

when discussing NUS Services is that

they are our services who, through NUS

conference, are accountable to us.

Travel

NUS Travel (NUST) have had cons

siderable difficulties over the last few

years, essentially due to a lack of

capital. Last year _they lost almost
£300,000 (on a £6.5M turnover) and are
set to lose over £100,000 this year.

Drastic economies and other measures

have had to be introduced to combat

these losses. viz 35 redundancies and

the introduction of a new top managment

team. These measures will hopefuly

produce a breakeven situation in two
years time, and an opportunity to pay

off the accumulated deficit over the
following years.

NUS will not pay any of its income

from subscriptions to any service

company, so cash, to tide NUST over

this period, has been injected from an

outside concern , the Australian NUST.

Endsleigh Insurance is in a much

healthier financial position; estimated

profits this year will be around £150,000.

The bulk of this stems from the great

success of the 6-month car insurance

scheme. This accounts for 45% of End-:

sleigh’s income. Endsleigh are helping

NUS in their financial difficulties by

purchasing their tax losses. So, instead

of paying corporation tax to the Govern-

ment, Endsleigh are putting money into

NUST. A rather cute accounting fiddle

| think!

Printing
Endsleigh Printing (Photomech and

Uniprint) are also in financial trouble
for basicaly the same reasons as travel.

They have a projected combined loss of

£72,000. Steps are being taken to

remedy this and | think that they are

suceeding.

A cloud on the horizon, however, is

a decision by the National Graphical

Association (who form a closed shop at
Photo mech) to only accept business if

the artwork has been done by NGA

members. Since a _ lot of Photomech’s

trade is with students and their unions,

who normally do their own artwork, the

company could be badly affected.

There is, though, good news from

NUS Marketing, a new company, which

is expanding rapidly, This year it has

already notched up sales of £200,000.

A financial breakdown (!) is not yet

availible, but | Suspect that initial cost

of setting up the company, will balance

this year’s ‘profits’.

The discount card has been a massive

sucsess. By the way if you cannot

obtain a discount at a store which is

listed in the discount handbook, and

you have a discount card, you should

write direct to NUS who will refund the

amount of discount you have lost and

take the matter up with the store

involved. °

On a happier line, John Menzies

have joined the scheme and are now

offering a 10% discount to students.

Following last week's open External
Affairs meeting, we have submitted

amendments to NUS motions on Welfare,

Housing, NUS Constitution, NUS Services,

Grants and Cuts and South Africa. These

motions, if prioritized, will be composited

and, hopefully, returned to the Union in

time for them to be discussed at the

UGM on December 2nd. Here we will be

able to mandate our delegates to NUS

Conference.
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\ gone up since. October Ist.
they went up (about 2 — 5p a meal)

last Friday to allow for items that have

increased
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Wednesday’s Carnival Committee

meeting was not a happy occasion. To

see respectably ranked members of

the Union indulging in petty squabbles|

just to uphold the image of their CCU
does them, Rag and ICU no good

whatsoever. Let’s hope we can now

get down to the spirit of IC Rag and

its associated socialising, without

— CCU bickering.

Enjoy yourselves, Rag Week is here.

Refectory prices
Just in case you were taken in by

our story (‘Food prices stay constant’,:

front page) last week or hy Nick

Brayshaw’s Pres Cutting’s (page 4)

refectory prices HAVE

refectory increase.

allowed to do this without referral to

Refectory Committee.

In fact:

The latter have decided not to in-

not.

crease prices at the present time.

Hmm (pause for thought)

Overseas Students

Regarding Nick B’s claim (page

4) that the idea of a new sub-committee

for overseas students was his. I
have it on good authority that was

The persons concerned have
threatened to write a letter to FELIX
explaining all next week. Besides

which if it was his idea where was

he when the meeting took place?

Felix needs you
The Business Manager and [| are

finding it difficult to get out to see

local advertisers.

‘Alison,

We would like a

few volunteers to train as Business

Assistants. A desire to help FELIX

Many thanks to Gill McConway, lan

Morse, Jen Hardy-Smith, Mark Kuse,

Howard Cheetham,

Duncan Suss,

Westoby, Andrew Evans, Dave Crabbe,
Mike

Lorraine, Tony Jones Pingpong, Steve

Early and Mukozoke--. Ta too anyone
‘else |’ve forgotten. “oat

au
l

&
.

and an urge to sell are the only eS
in price since the last prerequisities. Duncan Suss and [ &,

Mr Mooney IS feel able to teach applicants all ae
the necessary skills. (Aren’t we Sg

damn egotists). Seas

FELIX Office, Imperial College — :..
Union, Prince Consort Road, a
London SW7 2BB Tel 01 589 5114 Bo
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Sexism re-
instated

Birmingham University
Students .Guild has come out

in favour of sexist events

after a week of fierce debate,

The trouble started when

the Guild’s Medical Society

advertised their forthcoming

‘Dragperson Ball’.

Last Tuesday a heated two
hour Guild’s Council debate led

to a motion banning such

events, The ball was described

as ‘disgusting and degrading’

by some (Guild) Councillors,

who argued that ‘extensive

damage to Guild buildings

and staff’ had resulted from

previous Dragperson Balls.

Their decision was reversed

at an extremely well attended

Guild General Meeting (equi-

valent to an IC UGM). Despite

heated discussion the

majority for sexist _ events

was large,

(Redbrick — Birmingham Univ.
paper)

Social needs

first
A call for a revolution in

Government economic thinking

was made at Tuesday’s Social-

ist Society meeting, Tom
Litteric MP proposed a
revival of the allocation of

inve stment resources according
to social needs; he rejected

the current trend, where
‘the prices of consumer goods

are determined by the capital-

istic egoes of a few selfish

elements.

He thought that the use of
- old methods to contain un-.
employment and prices was

pointless as they had not?
worked in the past. He called

for the socialisation of the

‘‘big few’? who have the
power to control Britain’s

external trade to suit their

whim, so that they should be
accountable for their actions

to the public.

Abel to handle’

ICWA
Rupert Abel (Mining 2) was’

elected Mr ICWA on Monday,

The post, makes Mr Abel the

only member of ICWA.

The competition was this

year judged on who could

best help ICWA and not as in

past years, where the winner

was the man with the knobbliest

knees,

Five competitors entesed

the competition, but only 2

turned up to Monday’s meeting,

Mr Abel and RSMU Hon Sec
Steve Paterson.

Mr Abel pledged himself to
promote ICWA’s interests,

although he’s not sure how he

will go about this.

MORE DISCOUNT

JOHN MENZIES, the well-

known high street stationers,

have joined the National

Student Discount Scheme.
Henceforth all NSDS_ card

halders will get a 10% discount

on goods bought at their

stores,

If you haven’t bought your

Discount Card yet then IC

Union has - just obtained a

fresh stock. These are avail-

able from the Union Office.

Sporting success
IC’s David Rosen has won

the premier Individual Orien-

teering Championship for South

East England, He clinched the

title at Sunday’s final South

Eastern Galloppen where -he

came second, winning four out

of the seven events, Seven

Galloppen, or league events

are held each year,

This brought his points

total for the Championship to

498 out of a possible 500.
Rosen’s_ consistent perfom-

ance could well put him in

line_for a place in the British
team at the’ next World

Championships,

Rents freeze

-thaw expected
College Hall and House

rents will not be increased

next term. This decision .was

taken last week at a meeting

of: the Finance Sub-Committee

of the . College Student

Residence Committee.

Recent national press

reports have suggest, however,

that this will not remain the

Situation for very much longer,

An increase, in real terms, of

25% has been put forward in

a confidential Department of

Education and Science docu-

ment leaked to The Guardian

newspaper.

Bo’ blow-out
Boanerges, the Guilds

vetran car, suffered a_ tyre

blow-out during Saturday’s

Lord Mayor’s Show. Bo’ was

thus unable to complete the
show procession.

The blow-out has left a

three-quarter inch hole in the
tyre, which is likely to cost

£50 to repair,

letter
Guilds reply

Dear Sir, — It was with great

interest that we read the letter

in last week’s FELIX from

Messres Braund and Dodge

entitled ‘L-Plates for Lunacy’,

In it they claimed that RCS

‘feel that by definition,

mascotry should be _ good

humoured activity with no real

violence and definitely no

actions which could endanger

life or limb’, and added that

they would continue to follow

these guidelines,

It was with Some surprise,

therefore, that after the

Elec Eng freshers dinner we

found that barriers and

obstacles had been placed

in the road outside Civ Eng

with the result that the car

of our guest speaker was

damaged, Furthermore, there

was a trip wire across the

Rector’s Gate (a fact which

was witnessed by the Dean of

RCS) which would certainly

endanger limbs.

Whilst we appreciate that

one cannot control completely

the actions of _ individual

members of the Union, Mr

Braund might set a_ better

example than to invite a

member of Guilds to a stand

up fist fight, in front of many

impressionable freshers.

We certainly agree with

RCS that mascotry should be

non-violent:but we just wish
that they were capable of

abiding by their own guide-

lines,

Yours sincerely,

Steve Dearing

(President C&GCU)

Dave Lord

(Vice President C&GCU)

Thoughts For Bam

Lectures

‘1 do remember, my Vicar

told me the difference once’ —

Chris Palmer,

‘A hole’s not worth an
explanation mark if it’s only

two inches in: diameter’ —

Duncan,

‘I get undressed for dup-

licating, it’s quite an
experience’ — John White.

‘I do not subscribe to get-

ting pissed out of my mind’

— Paul Ekpenyong

Copy Deadline for next

issue MONDAY 2PM.


