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Knightsbridge residents submit their plan for Linstead extension

~Linstead Hall
plans rejected

College plans for an extension to Linstead Hall have
been rejected unanimously by the Town Planning Committee
of 'Westminster City Council. This was despite a recom-
mendation by the Council's own Department of Architecutre
and Planning (DAPWCC) that the college scheme be
approved. :

There are now serious fears that the college will lose its
anonymous benefaction to build the hall should they fail to be
‘in a position to start building on the (extension)site by January
1977'. The italised words indicate a condition imposed by the
benefactor on the £350,000 made available to build the extension,

Friday, 5 November, 1976

Strong  opposition to the
new building has been voiced
by the local Knightsbridge
Association and a local
resident, Professor Wiggins,
of Bedford College. Both
have extensively lobbied
Planning Committee members
with objections to the height
of the new building (seven

storeys instead of the
original Linstead’s ten) and
the density of student
numbers inn  ‘the Princes
square, Alternative proposals
for the east side of the
Square have been drawn up

for the Professor by architect
Steven Gardiner, architectural
correspondent of the Observer
newspaper,  These have not
been submitted as a planning
application, whereas the
Knightsbridge Association
recently drawn-up scheme has
been.

Observers at the meeting
believe the design will be
officially rejected on the
grounds of height and general
architectural grounds.

Disgusted

Reaction to the rejection
has varied from amazement to
disappointment, Union
President Nick Brayshaw was
among the first «to comment:
‘I'm absolutely digusted
I'm left with a feeling of total
amazement. In my view the
members of the Planning
Committee have not considered
the Imperial College view
fairly.” College Secretary
Mr Davies was more reserved:
‘The decision is -of course,
to put it mildly, a .great
disappointment.’

Deadline extension

Professor Wiggins was a
little more forthright: ‘College
has made an error of judgement
and it is sad that they have.
They’ve known for some time
that their design was disliked:
I'Ve yet to find a member of
College who says the rejected
design was beautiful. or good
value for money.’

On a more hopeful note he

continued, ‘I’m sure the
benefactor, who offered money
to my own College, will

extend the deadline, as he
did several times for us.’

Two proposals

The College had submitted
two proposals for Prince’s
Gardens to the Council’s Town
Planning Committee., The
first was an ‘outline’ proposal
for the development, in five

phases, of the remaining
sites in the gardens; the
second was a detailed

proposal for phase one of this
scheme, an extension to
Linstead Hall on top of
the present calorifier chamber.,
Although not strictly in the
same style as the original
building, the extension would
follow the gallerylines of
the original building. Study
bedrooms would be on each
floor in groups of four or five,
each with its own bath,
shower, WC and cooking
facilities, Three such groups
would be on each communal
corridor, Other communal and
catering facilities would be
supplied by the existing
Linstead Hall,

The new extension would

A sketch of ‘the proposals put forward by the Knightsbridge

Association (looking from the present Garden Hall on the

north of Princes Gardens.

provide rooms for 95 students
in, single and double rooms.
The full scheme provides
rooms for 581 extra students,
373 of them on the eastern
side of the square.

Prior to the meeting the
DAPWCC had endorsed the
college’s plans for the
Council to reject the outline
proposals.,

The aim behind the scheme
for the square was to provide
purpose-built accommodation
for a third of the students at
IC. At present 1,147 (28%)
out of 4,131 students are in
College accommodation and
the College hopes to even-
tually house another 700 in
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ICWA

Hello again, I'm sorry to keep battling
on about elections but there appears to
be some confusion as regards ‘Mr ICWA'.
Nomination papers are now posted and
include the position of ‘Mr ICWA'. He
too, however, must be proposed and
seconded by members of ICWA. So to
those candidates who have been proposed
by men (!) please would you ask a
member of ICWA to sign your riomination
paper - instead. Don’t forget the papers
come down next Friday and the general
meeting will be on Monday November 5th.

ICWA has now had its first disco and
despite the fact that the entertainers
didn’t know how to put a plug on their
deck the evening- seemed to be quite
successful. Many thanks to Madeleine
who helped clear the refectory and
‘J Smith of CCD' who helped put the
refectory back. (!! — Ed).

Treasure Hunt

As promiged last week, today we are
announcing the first clue in the Treasure
Hunt Competition. On this occasion only,
we.  will repeat the clue next week. The
entry “fee (for all four weeks clues) is
20p payable with your first solution.
This said solution must be sent to me
(98, Beit Hall) to arrive not later than

Thursday 18th November at Lunchtime.
As stated last week the prize is £10 to
the first person who completes the four

clues correctly. After the first clue the
other fhree clues will appear at the rate
of one clue per week for the next three
weeks. (No further entry fee required). So
here is the first clue.

NOT BLACK BUT WHITE IN CAPITAL

CONFUSION FOR THE CURRENT UNIT
CLEANING UP THE CITY (6 letters)

Coffee shop

From now on the ICWA lounge will be
open during the day as a coffee lounge.
Coffee will be there for the making at
the rate of 3p per oup. Magazines and a
daily paper will .also be provided.
Obviously this scheme can only work
with~ your -co-operation. So if ICWA is
providing you with a place of rest during
lunchtime (or any other time of the day)
then your respect for the facilities
provided is essential. Hopefully this new
venture will be a success and | hope very

many people will make use of the facilities.

Thanks a lot and | hope you found
something of interest in this article.

Isobel Donnelly *

ICWA President

External Affairs

With the election of NUS delegates
over, the next step is to prioritise the
motions and submit amendments. This
will be done at an open External
Affairs Meeting on Tuesday9th November
at 6.30pm in the Union Lower Refectory.
Since it is an open meeting everyone
present will be able to vote, so if you
are interested please come along.

An 88-page document listing all the
motions has arrived in the union office
and is available if you wish to consult
it. Motions range from NUS services to
Southern Afriea and the Environment. If
you wish to submit an amendment to
one of these, please let me have it,
preferably in writing, before Tuesday.

As you are reading this | shall be
on my way to an NUS Services Con-
ference at Cheltenham where NUS will
try to explain how Travel lost in the
region of £30,000 last year, and how they
hope to restore it to a break even
situation. :

A date for your diary is the 17th
November when NUS are organising a
National Demo on Grants and Cuts,
starting from Hyde Park Corner. |ICU
will be sending along a delegation,
and since it's on a Wednesday afternoon
we should have quite a good turnout.

One final plea — the External
Affairs Committee is still without a
Secretary, Services Liason Officer,
PRO and Publicity officer. If anyone
is interested in doing any of these
worthwhile (sic) jobs please let me
know.

Hugh Barrett EAO
External Affairs Officer

~ Have you
graduated yet?







