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Knightsbridge residents submit their plan for Linstead extension:

Linstead Hall ©

_ plans rejected
College plans for an extension to Linstead Hall have

been rejected unanimously by the Town Planning Committee
of Westminster City Council. This was despite a recom-
mendation by the Council’s own Department of Architecutre
and Planning (DAPWCC) that the college scheme be
approved.

There are now serious fears that the college will lose its
anonymous benefaction to build the hall should they fail to be

‘in a position to start building on the (extension)site by January

1977’. The italised words indicate a condition imposed by the
benefactor on the £350,000 made available to build the extension.

Strong opposition to the

new building has been voiced

by the local Knightsbridge

Association and a_ local
resident, Professor Wiggins,

of Bedford College. Both

have extensively lobbied

Planning Committee members

with objections to the height

of the new building (Seven

storeys instead Of “the

original Linstead’s ten) and

the density of student

numbers in the Princes

square, Alternative proposals

for the east side of the

Square have been drawn up

for the Professor by architect

Steven Gardiner, architectural

correspondent of the Observer

newspaper, These have not

been submitted as a planning

application, whereas the

Knightsbridge Association

recently drawn-up scheme has

been.

Observers at the meeting

believe the design will be

officially rejected on_ the

grounds of height and general

architectural grounds.

Disgusted
Reaction to the rejection

has varied from amazement to

disappointment, Union

President Nick Brayshaw was

among the first *-to comment:

‘I’m absolutely digusted

I’m left with a feeling vf total

amazement. In my view the

members of the Planning

Committee have not considered

the Imperial College view

fairly.’ College Secretary

Mr Davies was more reserved:
‘The decision is of course,

to put it mildly, a .great

disappointment.’

Deadline extension
Professor Wiggins was a

little more forthright: ‘College

has made an error of judgement

and it is sad that they have.

They’ve known for some time

that their design was disliked:
I’ve yet to find a member of

College who says the rejected

design was beautiful. or good

value for money.’

On a more hopeful note he

continued, ‘/J’m sure _ the

benefactor, who offered money

to my own College, will

extend the deadline, as he

did several times for us.’

Two proposals

The College had submitted
two proposals for Prince’s

Gardens to the Council’s Town

Planning Committee, The

first was an ‘outline’ proposal

for the development, in five

phases, of the remaining

sites in the gardens; the

second was. a_. detailed

proposal for phase one of this

scheme, an extension. to

Linstead Hall on top of

the present calorifier chamber.

Although not strictly in the

Same style as the original

building, the extension would

follow the gallery lines of

the original building. Study

bedrooms would be on each

floor in groups of four or five,

each with its own bath,

shower, WC and_ cooking

facilities, Three such groups

would be on each communal

corridor, Other communal and

catering facilities would be

supplied by the existing

Linstead Hall.

The new extension would

A sketch of ‘the proposals put forward by the Knightsbridge
Association (looking from the present Garden Hall on the

north of Princes Gardens.

provide rooms for 95 students
in, single and double rooms,

The full scheme provides

rooms for 581 extra students,

373 of them on the eastern
side of the square.

Prior to the meeting the

DAPWCC had endorsed the
college’s plans ffor the

Council to reject the outline

proposals,

The aim behind the scheme

for the square was to provide

purpose-built accommodation
for a third of the students at

IC. At present 1,147 (28%)
out of 4,131 students are in

College accommodation and

the College hopes to even-

tually house another 700 in
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RAG FELIX — in two

weeks time FELIX will

cost you: 5p. That’s

because the FELIX of

19th November will be

a special souvenir issue

of what’s happened

during Rag Week, which

incidently starts next
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TCWA
Hello again, I’m sorry to keep battling

on about elections but there appears to
be some confusion as regards ‘Mr ICWA’.

Nomination papers are now posted and
include the position of ‘Mr ICWA’. He
too, however, must be proposed and

seconded by members of ICWA. So to

those candidates who have been proposed
by men (!) please would you ask a

member of ICWA to sign your nomination

paper’ instead. Don’t forget the papers

come down next Friday and the general

meeting will be on Monday November 5th.

ICWA has _ now had its first disco and

despite the fact that the entertainers

didn’t know how to put a plug on their

deck the evening’ seemed to be quite

successful. Many thanks to Madeleine

who helped clear the refectory and

‘J Smith of CCD’ who helped put the
refectory back. (!! — Ed).

Treasure Hunt

As promiged last week, today we are

announcing the first clue in the Treasure

Hunt Competition. On this occasion only,

we. will repeat the clue next week. The

entry ‘fee (for all four weeks clues) is

20p payable with your first solution.

This said solution must be sent to me
(98, Beit Hall) to arrive not later than

Thursday 18th November at Lunchtime.

As. stated last week the prize is £10 to

the first person who completes the four

clues correctly. After the first clue the

other fhree clues will appear at the rate

of one clue per week for the next three

weeks. (No further entry fee required). So

here is the first clue.

NOT BLACK BUT WHITE IN CAPITAL

CONFUSION FOR THE CURRENT UNIT

CLEANING UP THE CITY (6 /etters)

Coffee shop

From now on the ICWA lounge will be

open during the day as a coffee lounge.

Coffee will be there for the making at

the rate of 3p per oup. Magazines and a

daily paper will -also_ be provided.

Obviously this scheme can only work

with’ your ‘co-operation. So if ICWA is

providing you with a place of rest during

lunchtime (or any other time of the day)

then your respect for the facilities

provided is essential. Hopefully this new

venture will be a success and | hope very

many people will make use of the facilities.

Thanks a_ lot and | hope you found

something of interest in this article.

Isobe! Donnelly °

ICWA President

External Affairs
With the election of NUS delegates

over, the next step is to prioritise the
motions and submit amendments. This

will be done at an open External

Affairs Meeting on Tuesday9th November

at 6.30pm in the Union Lower Refectory.

Since it is an open meeting everyone

present will be able to vote, so if you

are interested please come along.

An 88-page document listing all the

motions has arrived in the union office

and is available if you wish to consult

it. Motions range from NUS services to

Southern Africa and the Environment. If
you wish to submit an amendment to

one of these, please let me have it,

preferablyin writing, before Tuesday.

As you are reading this |. shall be

on my way to an NUS Services Con-

ference at Cheltenham where NUS will

try to explain how Travel lost in the

region of £30,000 last year, and how they

hope to restore it to a break even

situation.

A date for your diary is the 17th

November when NUS are organising a

National Demo on Grants and Cuts,
starting from Hyde Park Corner. ICU

will be sending along a delegation,

and since it’s on a Wednesday afternoon

we should have quite a good turnout.

One final plea — the External

Affairs Committee is still without a

Secretary, Services Liason Officer,

PRO and Publicity officer. If anyone
is interested in doing any of these

worthwhile (sic) jobs please let me

know.

Hugh Barrett EAO

External Affairs Officer

_ Have you
graduated yet?

au
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Linstead Hall

Once again Linstead Hall has

hit the headlines, as it did on the

29th January this year with the

Linstead benefaction. Topic, the

College paper, is also ding its first

article since February on_ the

extension plans,

There was some causetic feedback
on my editorial a fornight ago, when

I announced that FELIX would be

doing a feature on the extension,

However, nobody has réfuted my

suggestion that more open College

discussion is needed on the subject

of the proposéd building.

But, when you do start to wade
through the plans for such an

immense project you realise perhaps

why. The task is daunting in that we

now have three plans and an awful

lot of controversy as to how we should

go about spending the benefactor’s

money,

I have seen all three plans. Like
the Department of Architecture and

Planning at Westminster City Council,.

I] am not particularly impressed with

the low rise idea, on principle. In

this respect I like the College plans,

although I may well find cause to

grumble at some of the sematics

later on.

Nevertheless in a_ building of
this size on this tight a budget

Hy) PPPPPDPPPP PPP PHP IIH HIP PP9D2
(£350,000) compromises have to be
made, The great thing is that College

is doing what it can to get more

desperately needed accommodation.

It’s a great pity that’ they have been

thwarted over planning permission

for the present time; let us hope they

can salvage something.

Sports Editing

Editing articles is a necessary

evil; theoretically, and ideally, I

should not even need to look at the

grammar, spelling and: punctuation of

submitted articles, let alone, as in

many cases rewrite them totally so

they make sense to the reader and

Varitypist.
In reply to my Davy’s letter (page

10), I do not aim to limit sport to one

page of FELIX. If good lively material

is submitted on time then I will print

it with few, if any, alterations.

However each article has to eam its

place in FELIX — hence the two

soccer articles printed last week.

Nevertheless some planning is

necessary, otherwise the paper would

always be out Tuesday. Hence I have

to decide early in the week (after

2pm Monday) as to what space each

section is getting. If that section

overruns itS*quota then articles get

chopped by editing out paragraphs.

At least, though,I managed to preserve

half of youg (Mr Davy’s) article and

it did’ make sense. Others in other

sections weren’t So lucky.

Regarding the What’s On and

reviews sections, might I point out

that FELIX has to cater for other

tastes than yours Mr Davey.

‘Kuse, Duncan Suss,
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Mascots

Let me endorse the RCS view

that mascotry should not endanger

life and / or limb. I hope that

RCS will stick to this principle as

much as they expect Gailds to.

What’s On Forms

These are now available from the

FELIX Office. They greatly simplify

the job of compiling the column, so

we’d be grateful if -people would

use them.

Slop Shirts
Contrary

(my?)

to popular belief neither

permanent or student staff,

supply, issue, sell, whatever the IC

Slop Shirts. They are ONLY sold

between 1pm and 2pm on Monday and

Tuesday tunchtimes, ONLY in the

FELIX outer office.

FELIX Office, Imperial College

Union, Prince Consort Road,
London SW7 2BB. Tel 01 589 5111
ext. 1048/1042/1043 Int. 2881

1976

Editor — Clive Dewey

Published by the. Editor on behalf of

the Imperial College Union Publications

Board. Printed offset-litho on the

Union premises.

Many thanks to Gill McConway,

jan Morse, Jen Hardy-Smith, Mark
Chris Palmer,

Andrew Evans, Dave Crabb, Howard

Cheetham, Terry Westoby plus all

the regular contributors. Ta too to

John O’ Leary for the pic of the model. K
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Linstead
Continued from front

page

Princes Gardens, Linstead,
Southside and Weeks Halls

house 590 people.

Both of the alternative

schemes put foward are of a

low-rise nature, and cover

only the area now occupied

by games courts and the car

park to the north of the

Linstead calorific chamber.

Under the Knightsbridge

Association plan seven

games courts would form, the

north and west perimeters of

this area, On top of this

would be seven 2-sStorey

maisonettes each containing

rooms for nine students.The

area behind the maisonettes

would be used to provide three

tennis courts, under which

would be a car park. On the

northside of the Square there

would be further 2-storey

maisonettes above the Sports

Centre, These would accom-

modate sixty students. In

front of these would be a

conservatory.

The scheme from Professor

Wiggins is based on a

collegiate staircase principle

favoured by Oxford and

Cambrdige colleges, The

present car park and games

‘court area would contain nine

accommodation blocks each

of three or four storeys. Rooms

would be let off the central

staircase at half floor

intervals, Professor Wiggins

and his architect, Stephen

Gardiner, believe that the

courtyard atmosphere created

will enhance social life and

provide more attractive

accommodation, Each block

has a roof garden on top,

which is sheltered from the

north by mezZzanire sections,

The scheme accommodates

280 students and extra common

rooms are envisaged, The

first stage of this proposal

involves the construction of
three blocks.

Sog whilst the College

plans have been rejected,

the debate as to what is right

and proper .for the square

goes on, On the one. hand

College, its architects, and

the DAPWC all support a

medium to high rise develop-

ment, which would not, they

claim, introduce a third style

of architecture into Princes

Gardens, -On the other’ side
are the Knights bridge

Association and Professor
Wiggins who seperately argue

for a low rise development

of two to four floors, and that
a new architectural style can

be introduced,

Density problems

Further argument centres

around the number of students

that ought to be accommodated

in the new buildings. College,

its architects, the DAPWCC

and Professor Wiggins say

that a density of 200 persons

per acre (ppa) is not in-

appropriate for student

accommodation. The proposed

Linstead extension would

bring the density up to 170—

180ppa. The Knightsbridge

Association quote the GLC

Development. Plan recommend-

ation of 85—100ppa for

‘domestic accommodation’.

Their proposals for the

square are based on a density

of 90ppa. Against this the

DAP WCC comment that
85—100ppa ‘is not considered

an appropriate yardstick in

this case’.

No go to low rise

The DAPWCC also come

out against a low rise develop-
ment for the square in their

report to the Planning

Committee (paragraph 16):

With regard to the character

of Princes Gardens, on one

would doubt that the compon-

ents of that character are

strong, whether they be the

existing, though much disliked,

post war College development;

the listed terraces on the

west and north side or the

fine, mature and in some

cases 90 foot high, plane trees.

The central garden is also

large in scale and the entire

Square represents a simple

and bold. statement which

requires to be completed

on the east side in a way

which a_ small scale low

rise development would not

resolve. It is for this reason

that at no stage have the

architects to the college

been advised to do other than

conform to the lines. of the

Square, in order to retain

the essential characteristic

enclosure which is typical of

the London Squares.

Local residents had said

that the College plans were

‘hideous’ and ‘inappropriate

for the square’.

“At present the College is

waiting for the decision to

be officially communicated
to them before deciding on

further action. It seems likely,

though, that the Board of

Governors, who meet on

November 19th, will be left

to decide what happens next.

Boat Club Awards

The following have been

awarded ,colours for last year’s

Boat Club:

Full Colours

P.O. Langguth

J. Fitzgerald

M.J. Tyler

I. Hyslop

Half Colours

M.R. Jones

N. Gillett

COPY DEADLINE FOR

NEXT ISSUE 2PM MONDAY


