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If you’ require a flat for

next year, want someone to

share with, have places to

spare in your digs, or want

info on flats in general

contact the Flatshare '76

scheme being run by ICU.

Forms are available from

ICU, the Residence office.

and the Haldane Lib. The

scheme runs throught the

summer,

FREE!

to another
THE JOINT WORKING Party
of the CVCP and UGC has come

out firmly. against fee

differentials between home and
Overseas students (OS) in its

final report published this

week. Instead, they call for

a fee differential between

full-time postgraduates and
undergraduates.

On the basis. of this

proposal, tuition fees for

full-time university students
would be levied at £250 for

undergraduates and £450 for

postgraduates in 1977/78.

The reports also calls on

universities to contain, by

voluntary agreement, the
present open-ended commitment

on OS. The limitation of OS

would be made between a

university and the UGC

according to the university’s

need,

This would in effect stop

universities from making up

their numbers with OS. Colleges

such as IC which had_ large

numbers of OS would keep to

their present levels of OS

intake and would therefore

not suffer under this proposal.

The choice of discrimination
is described by Sir Brian
Flowers as ‘‘reasonable and
certainly undeniable’’.

Sir Brian went to comment:
“Overseas students are a
strain on the taxpayers and a

heavy one at the moment.

Given the present circum-
Stances, we ought to accept

voluntary restraint and run the

risk of discrimination between
undergraduates and post-
graduates’’,

“If one complains too much
then the choice is between

higher fees for postgraduates
and something much worse’’,
he added.

For those PGs who are

also overseas students the

Working Party’s fees proposal

means that although they will

not be much better off, they

certainly will not be much
worse off.

OVERSEAS

STUDENTS FEES

Raise your hats, blow your trumpets, ’cause Ents

lost £700 on last Saturday’s G—Band concert.’

Judging from the expressions of these two people

(above) at the concert, they couldn’t give a damn.’

College tuition fees
FOLLOWING the 30% increase

in tuition fees for colleges in

higher and further education

announced by the Secretary

of State for Education last

December, the College is to
impose sessional fees of

£211, £426 for home

overseas under __ graduates

respectively and £201, £416

for home and overseas post-

graduates.

The Hardship Fund set up
by the University Grants

Committee (UGC) will operate

for the session 1976/77.

In addition, the UGC has

widened the application of the

fund to cover all students who

were in attendance in 1975/76

and not only those who were

and :

helped from the 1975/76

fund.

The _ available funds will
also be used to alleviate
next sessions 30% increase as

well as this session’s £70
increase.

Help with the higher level
of fees will be restricted to

students who pay their own
fees and had already begun
their studies at IC in 1975/76
or who had made the decision °

to enter the IC before March

1975. Claims by IC students
for remission in 1976/77 will

be considered by a special

panel of academic staff set up

by the Board of Studies.

Application forms are
obtainable from Mr J Bevan,

Room 344 Sherfield Building.

-Fromonediscrimination
Flowers

on power

IN A MAJOR speech, at

Tuesday’s National Energy

Conference in London, the

Rector, Sir Brian Flowers,

| expressed considerable anxiety

about proposals to develop a

fast breeder reactor system

as the basis for Britain’s

nuclear power stations.

Sir Brian, who is Chairman
of the Royal Commission on

Environmental Protection, was

speaking prior to the publication

of the Commission’s report on

ithe environmental hazards of

the nuclear power industry.

In his opening remarks the
Rector said that the Commission

accepted that nuclear power

offered the possibility of much
less pollution than conventional
power stations. However they
felt ‘that nobody should rely fa
something as basic as energy
on a process that produces in

quantity a by-product as

dangerous as plutonium unless
he is absolutely convinced
that there is no reasonable
alternative course of action.

I am bound to say that we have

not been wholly convinced that

this is the case by the
evidence sumbitted to us’

The Rector then outlined the
awkward disposal problems of
Plutonium arising because of
its long radio-active life.

17% for PGs
AVERAGE INCREASES of 17%.
in the postgraduate grants for

the next session were announced

by Secretary of State for

Education, Mr Mulley, on

Monday in the House of

Commons. The new grant levels

(with last year’s in brackets)

are £1,380 (£1,180) for
those outside London and £925
(£790) for students living at

home.



ata?

INCLUDED BELOW are a collection

of views, and questions, which could
make people think what they want from
their Union. Changing the current Union

Policy could lead to a better democracy,

The Student Union

No matter how effective the President

of a Union, is, it is almost inevitable

that there will often only be a small

number of students interested in internal/

external politics. At Imperial College,

with about 40% post-graduates and about

40% Overseas students, the relevance of
the Union unfortunately tends to be even

less than at other Universities. Union

meetings appear to draw a regular, small

percentage of politically motivated

members. For many more students, the

Union only helps fund their activities,
Perhaps the majority make little use of

the facilities, and so provide a large

poo! of resources for the interested few.

One interesting phenomenon in this

institution is that its members are

conservative (small ‘c’). Thus, when an

‘extremist’ motion is put to a Union

Meeting it is likely to be heavily defeated.

Union Meetings
Bearing in mind the comments in the

first section, it is very difficult to see

how the Union’s activities can be openly

shown to affect the quality of life: on

campus. If the matters dicussed could be

seen to be immediately relevant, the

attendance figures might dramatically

change.

Union Council

The ‘management’ of Imperial College

Union is vested in a committee of about

40 students (ICU Council). This may
appear to be .democratic, but Council

cannot claim to be representative of
Union Members (Members represent the

bodies who elect them). In many instances

Council erupts into explosions of flippancy,

which are unbecoming to the management

committee.

Decisions made by a large group of

people (who have not always considered
the full implication of their voting) may

superficially be democratic, but may not

be in the best interests of the Union.

It is diffucult for people to hold their

concentration for longer than 2 hours, and

can result in incorrect decisions being

made, which would put Council into

disrepute. Yet, meetings last about 5

hours, and have occured roughly every 3,
weeks during this session. In addition,
the large time committment to attending

the meeting may unfortunately discourage

some students from helping the Union,

and may also not allow Council Members

to adequately read discussion papers

relevant to issues being considered at
the Meeting.

Extremist thoughts on Union Management
' Slight mis-management of a Union

may be considered democratic, but the

real danger is that the result can be that

the whole Union management is ignored

by the parties which it seeks to help and

that is not democracy. Reduction of the

size of Council and/or an even stricter

control on reports to Council (more

Working Parties, with reports being taken

as read) could greatly improve a situation

which has several times been chaotic

during the last three years!

Committeee Management

1 sometimes ponder on a question:

‘‘Why do intelligent people resort to the

use of Standing Orders to conduct

meetings?’’ |s this really good democracy,
when some members are distracted

through boredom? -

Should a chairman always remain

silent? Is there supposed to be some

element of discretion so that the business

can be expedited. Of course, the Chairman

runs the risk of being challenged,

provided that the Committee is alert,

which it should be!

Executive or sub-Committee decisions
should be accepted, not discussed

again. However, the power to over-rule

a decision must always be vested in the

superior body.

Gordon Jackson

Well known after

only a year
The Impeftal College Orienteering

Club has oniy been in existence since
last October, and it was officially
recognized by the Athletics Club
Committee in January of this year.

Since its inception, club members have
been competing in Orienteering ‘Events’
on most Sundays, in forests all over

South of England. In total, members

have competed in over 20. different

events and ‘IOC’ is now a well know

name in orienterring circles.

The club has also organised its
own events on Wednesday afternoons

for members of IC and other London

Colleges. These have been held on

Hampstead Héath, Richmond Park and

Wimbledon Common. The club owns 10

whisthdss which are used for introducing

newcomers to the sport. It is a group

member of the British Orienteering

Federation, and four of the club are

individual members of BOF.

Only two members of the club, Alan
Leakey and David Rosen,’ had had any
‘Significant orienteering experience

before the club was formed. However,

many of the newcomers are already

producing good results and Rob Allinson

is well on the way to achieving a

gold standard. Alan Leakey has been

ruming very consistently, rarely

missing a ‘gold’ time. David Rosen has

been having his most’ successful

season, and is currently clear leader

of the South East ‘Galloppen’, having
won three of the four events.

Members have also competed for the

University of London Orienteering Club
in several major championships including

the. Midland, Southern and Scottish.

Four from IC were at the Jan Kjellstroim
International Orienteering weekend in

the Lake district at Easter, and a week

later, five from the College took part

in the BUSF Championships at Stirling,

-Here, David Rosen won the Individual
race, and the next day was a member

of the winning University of London

Team in the relay.

For the next year, the club hopes to

continue to grow and_ there is

already news of a keen orienteer coming

to the College next term. Last term, we

were fortunate to be able to use the

ACC minibus on three occasions and

.there was a noticeable improvement in

club spirit when we were all able to

travel together. It is hoped that we will

be able to use the minibus even more

regularly in future. We have been

fortunate in gaining a lot of support

from members of the cross-country

club and Pete Johnson is a member of

both committees.. Next year we will

also try to encourage regular partici-

pation by people who are less athletically

minded but who just enjoy a stroll in

the country. We have had very little

response from the women at College

and this is another group that we will

be vigorously encouraging.

Colours for 1975—76 were awarded to:-

Full: Alan Leakey

Half: Rob Allinson

John G ibbins

Pete Johnson

Steve Webb
M ike Welford

The Committee for 1975—76 was

Captain David Rosen
Secretary : Alan Leakey
Treasurer John Gibbins

Transport Officer: Mike Welford
David Rosen

Parker's

Piece
THE NEW postgraduate grants for
1976/77 were announced to the Commons

by Mr Mulley, Secretary of State for

Education, on Monday. These bring the

value of a London studentship to £1,380

(previously £1,180). For students outside

London the new figure is £1,270 (£1,085)

and for t bse living at home £925 (£790).

In the light of recent wage restraints

by the Goverment and the Unions, a

rise of 17% might, at first sight seem

quite reasonable. It is only when one

looks more deeply into these figures that

one realises how criminally low they are.

Last month, new undergraduate (UG)

figures were announced which gave them

a grant for the next academic year of

£955 for London, an 18% rise. This is
1% more than the percentage PG rise.

This is an insult in itself, but even more

so when one considers that the UG

grant is already higher than a PG grant

in terms of ‘“‘real’’ weekly allowance,

Some reshuffling of UG allowances has

been made so that it will not be worthwhile

to claim Social Security during the

Christmas and Easter vacations.

Even with this taken into account, the

real value of an UG grant for the 31

week statutory term time will be £27.90

per week. A PG will receive £26.53

over the whole year. When one adds to

this the availability of demonstrating

which is restricted, and the fact that

UGs have an opportunity to eam large
amounts during the summer vacation,

the new figures appear even more absurd,

For London students there are extra
difficulties as the vaiue of the London

weighting in percentage terms. has

actyally been reduced.

One can only conclude from these
figures that the Goverment puts less

Continued on page 6



FELIX

De IF Only Collum
ONCE AGIN, despite de end o’ term

fateeg I’am reachin’ fo’ de crayon box
an’ gittin’ de Big Boys book o’ Adjectives

f'om under de short table leg. Trouble

wid dishin’ out de amazin’ prose an’

politerkal comment (showin’ great

unnerstandin’) each week is de studes

commin’ roun’ de fron’ door ev’ry Friday

pm yellin’ fo’ de nex masterpiece. I not

fallin’ into de overproduction trap. If I
can’t manage to cobble together de

*maculate english fo’ de Felics then de

life aint worth .botherin’ ’bout. De TP
collum de only. thin’ wot am makin’ de

kew fo’ de squash corts tollerable on de

Friday mornin’s. I noticin’ aftah mah

comments on de efforts bein’ printed

from de IF chicks dat de standard o’ -

de aforesaid artikal risin’ dramatically

as de truth sinkin’ in dwon in Cromwell

Mews. De fear o’ de great Pres commin’

roun’ t” sort dem out ’avin’ mirakeruless

effects on-de outputs. Trouble am, not

enouff emphersis bein’ put on de correc’

an’ proper use o’ english dese days.

Po’ a Starters, even | noticin de mix up

wid de odd english word croppin’ up in

de coloquial froggy. As fo’ de ‘Pee Ess’

bit tacked on de end, I ’avin’ to send it

down de interperatorsto git de translation,

only to find out it some comment ’bout me.

Strikin’ me it a bit,to much like de

dreaded contempt. Time to git de

Presidential Luger out 0’ de safe deposit

box an’ arrestin’ de affendin’ items wid

de NUS thu gs. Any more o’ dis an we

goin’ t’ ’ave to re-instate de special

tribunerals run by de reliable druncks

fom de Union Bar, issued wid de card

sayin’, ‘Good momin’ miss, I see ya’

am pleadin’ guilty. De penalty am death,

but seein’ as yo’ f’om de famous IF

I willin’ to here de excuses an’ special
circumstances roun’ de back o’ de

Gym aftah de hearin’. Alterertaverly, we

bustin’ in on .de amazin’

while she soakin’ in de sunken bath

o’ asses milk an’ chuckin’ de fan heater

in an’ turnin’ de whole schmozzle into de

giant size milk shake. [ not normally in

de habit o’ replyin’ to de critics on

account o’ de fac’ dat it beneaf de

diggernity o’ us low creative talents to

ascend to de high level o’ de oppersition

wot am racked wid de jealosy over de

crappy artikals wot I gen’rally issue

each week.

Not dat de IF got all de visual talent

roun’ de college RCS ga de Chesty

Morral wid de inderpendant fron’ susipen-

sion, Mines got de H Matress, an’ de

Guilds got de prize winnin’ rag collecter

wid de bum yo’ can stand de tea cup on.

Back to business. [I noticin’ your

Union thinkin’ 0’ rebellin’ an’ pullin’

outta de LSO, .not dat it worryin’ de

Andrew Previn an’ his banjo band, but

some o’ us needin’ de cash, not t’

mention de prestigue o’ controllin’ de

IC Union an’ de ULU at de same time,

also de numerous other colleges in de

orchestrah. De P Teague am to tight

wid de cash fo’ de LSO suberscriptions,

wot ensurin’ a years free f’om lef wing

Subversion an’ visitin’ rugby teams

puttin’ de boot in. It called protection

in de trade. Anyway, wot five hunered

softees to a big rich union like yo’s. On

de other hand, by de time all de different

committees discussed it, like de UFG,

ICU UGM, de RCC, SCAB, ACC, SCC,

CCU, AAC, UFO, an’ such like I not

Surprised yo’ reluctant to give it to me.

Judgin’ by de amounts o’ alcohol consumed
at de all-night Counsel meetin’s, it am

Julia Ross ©

a wunder to me dat yo’ can come to any

descissions at all, even wid holdin’ de

vote in de khazi.

Thinkin’ o’ takin’ de holiday to get

away f’om all de tension but I y’am

wunderin’ ‘bout de _ reliability o’ de

NUF Travel Service. I would feel

happier if dey’d let me on de flight

deck pussonly to check dat de navegater

got de AA continental handbook open at

de right page fo’ sunny Barcerlona an’ a

newly magnitized nittin’ needal in de

compass. Also dat de pilot got de

handbook open de right way up. Las’

year I aimin’ to Trinidad but endin’ up

in Prestwick aftah de good engin’

packin’ up on de NUS Charter Dakota. De

Stewerdess stuff not much good either,

we not gittin’ de tastefull Martinis an’ de

prawn salads. served at de beck an’

call, all dey managin’ is de pile o’ ready

wrapped = sarnies

cardbord box. I dunno. Might be better

stickin’ to de Coconut Airways aftah all.

I hearin’ nasty rumours bein’ put roun’
by people wid moufs wot am so big as

to be hazerdous to de healf. Dey sayin’

de revoltin’ Rick Perker am churnin’ out

dese gramatical goodies, well, he can’t

sharpen his’ pencel widdout causin’

multiple lasserations. to de fingers, an

as fo’ suggestions dat de P Teague

writin’ it, I sayin’ cobblers, he could n’t

even keep de Peters Patter collum goin’

’ fo’ more dan 2 weeks. De controversy am

over. De mighty lips am sealed an’ it

likely dat dis am de. lars’ artikal wot I

cobblin’ together fo’ de Felics. It

never really ’preciated. DE Pong an’

D Susss. guy always missin’ out de

vital lines an ’addin’ de misprints an’

such like. I thinkin’ de proof readers

tossed out o’ de.

Mush mah

masuaf

Trevor Phillips: ICU President 1974-75°

only botherin’ wid de head lines an’ de

page numbers. I sick an’ tired o’ dishin’

out de threats to improve de standard 0’

vari-typin’. This time it am fo’ real. I

commin’ roun’ de Felics offices nex

Tuesday to do a _ few _ irrepairable

adjustments to de off set litho an’

tie a few knots in de proof readers

fingers.

Well, I off fo’ de quiet game o’ darts

in de. Union Bar, den back on de 14

bus fo’ downtown Holborn, now where

am de blowpipe?

TP

I F Only-.
Alice through the EEC

.ONE DAY ALICE happened, just to be
climbing. up a_ steep, steep wooded

mountainside. She took out her pocket

television set and saw that Mr Wilson

(ie Callaghan) was about to hold a

referendum on the EuroviSion Song

Contest — could we bear the excrutiating

pain of it each year and could Cliff

Richard still go on representing us now

that he is an OAP?

Alice realised this would have a

direct bearing on the Marche Commun, in

which, she felt, we must remain.

However, she came across Le Tigre

Presque Mort and was very concermed,

seeing as she had campaigned vehemently

to stop the ICI from giving dogs cigarettes

to smoke! She wept: buckets and tears and

asked the Tigre why he was nearly

dead. He managed to stutter a few words

“The C.sC.seContest...C...cruelty’’, of

course Alice immediately. linked this

with the subject of the Referendum and

rang up the RSPCA to enquire whether

such singing could have such a drastic

effect on animals. She used a trunk call,

naturally, because she was in a forest —

the line was engaged.

A few steps further on she began to

hear music ‘‘How sweet’’, she thought,

‘*A Christmas carol’’. But soon, soon the

dreadful truth filtered through. It was the

German team flexing their vocal chords

for the contest with ‘O Tannenbaum’.

Horror upon horrors in true song contest

style each team had decided to copy

each other, hence the French version

‘Mon Beau Sapin’. The whole. wood

resounded with the dreadful cacophony, so

Alice sang the ‘Red Flag’ like a good

Socialist and also because it happens to
be the same tune.

' She then tried the straight line test

which indicates whether one has lost

one’s equilibrium due to horrendous

noises — she failed miserably. Let there

be a moral ‘there.

As you have probably guessed, the

mountain was an EEC Butter mountain and

so it will not surprise you that soon she

came upon an EEC Wine Lake. What will

surprise you is that there was a Red

Indian sailing or canoeing on it! Explana-

tions wered needed. ‘‘Big.chief-jam-butty-

say-much-bitter-for-buttis-in-european-

butty-club’’ (EEC to intellectuals). Eek

by Gum! exclaimed Alice, as she learnt

that everyone was now in the EEC.

Except Le Tigre Presque Mort, who had
just decided to stop playing silly-billies.

Continued on page 11


