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COSH SCARE AT PUTNEY
As can be seen in our sports reports, a double victory for the Guilds was not the only cause of

celebration on the evening of November 12th. On the same afternoon I.C. Hockey and Rugger Clubs

won their first round ties in University Cups, the latter with the happy score of 22 to nil.

Throughout the day at Putney the United
Hospitals' Regatta was also in progress, providing

both excellent and entertaining rowing, and the
possibilities of a clash between supporters of the

two regattas. As a precaution the undefended

Union buildings were locked after lunch until an
appreciable force had returned at five o'clock.

Earlier in the week, Lord Mayor's Day saw the

Guilds. assembled in the city. At one time they

unknowingly passed within yards of a lightly-

escorted "Reginald" (property of the Str.-d Uni-

versity School). On that Monday Felix's fragile

paper head was taken from the Union office by a

Northamptonshire College of Rubber Technology.

Since this item is the personal property of the

nineteen longhairs that are Felix, we are not able

to force this head to an issue.

Meeting of the Lord Mayor and the
President of the Guilds, Cheapside,195°.

A boat-house roof eyewitness,

FELIX, tells:

"The crush of marching feet across Putney

bridge heralded the arrival of R.C.S., 100 strong,

armed with brownbags, and Guilds, 150 stalwarts

with the Spanner and Bo. First move by Guilds;

a barricade of planks across the towpath. The Law

arrived in a car to protect the interests of the

Public. Two policemen ripped down the barrier and

grinned at a delighted crowd, then like all true

artists they left the stage at the height of their

success - after pausing to inflate a tyre which

had gone down.

There followed THE SPECTACLE. A brick wall

suddenly appeared, 4 feet high and stretching

right across the towpath. A pantechnicon, find-

ing the road so unaccountably blocked, stopped.

The wheels were immediately chocked, back and

front, in order that the vehicle should not be

washed away if the river flooded before the road

was open again. The driver managed to get away in

reverse after a long period of frustration.

Meanwhile, frontier patrols were allowing

only women and children to pass. Once again, the

Law arrived, 6 of it, and, of all possible cour-

ses, decided to close the road. Then, barehanded,

interviewed by

they removed the bricks, while floury dust settled

on their car.

over a bunch of students and officers.

Another flour bag burst in the air

in=a-trice

the police whipped out coshes, and brandished them .

playfully in the faces of a horrified crowd.

To relieve this painful situation, and as a

form of compensation, a helpful student washed the

police car with a bucket of water. He dis-

appeared, followed by the blues.

There was no trouble with the Hospitals

people. . Indeed any misbehaviour was on our side,

for we removed the Westminster flag from the Thames

boathouse. It is understood that it was given

back."

above : accomplices after the fact.

below : the scene of the crime.
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FIRST AGAIN
FELIX is informed that Asst. Prof. A. Stephenson has
been elected President of U.L. Hockey. FELIX is not

surprised. He printed this same information in 1951
and withdrew it later with an apology. Ye now with-
draw that apology, and remind readers of the old
adage ae

"WHAT FELIX PRINTS TODAY, LONDON PERFORMS NEXT VEAR",

THe XMAS CONCERT
JACQUES ORCHESTRA -

DEC4 745 AT QAH.



FELIX

PROF ILE

It is customary to 'Profile' the Retiring Editor of

FELIX. After all, the Editor, while in office, can

have considerable influence over the Union: his views

are as important as those of most Union officers. Thus

it comes about that Stephen H. Wearne (the H. is said to
stand for Hob®) faces the ordeal of exposure by an un-
flattering biographer.

5S. H. W. spent an unsettled early life at boarding

school and with relations, developing a considerable

degree of independence and adaptability. Owning nowhere

as home, he chooses London as the only place where he is

really comfortable. Apprenticed at 16 to the De

Havilland School, he left after 7 months to become an
articled apprentice to a London firm. His factory ex-

periences showed him some of the frustrations of ‘shop

work, and gave his politics a tilt from their right wing

public school tendencies. He did part time studying at

a technical college, from where he won a scholarship to
Woolwich Polytechnic, after having the unusual experi-

ence of being Union Secretary, and winding up a Union

at the end of its emergency (war) full-time student

support. At Woolwich he rose to lst Class Honours by

way of magazine Editor, Vice-President, (sinecure) and
various social club jobs. He wrote a radio script for
Russian consumption telling of the life and prospects

of an English technical student. Travels in France,
Norway and Sweden produced a book of reneniscences, un-
published as yet.

Back in office work, he found that his heart was in
hydraulics so he got a Bursary to Guilds, and duly
obtained his D.I.C. He wrote a report for the techni-
cal press on his Spanish water power vac. work in '5l,
but denies having further ambition in the scientific
journalist line.

At I.C., he didn't like being a fresher, so he stayed
out of things until his eye was caught by a FELIX appeal
for labour. He joined as a writer, and a prodigious
volume of work has since fallen from his pen. His prose
is "distinctive and even unpolished" according to his
own description, but he also uses his early draught sman=
ship training to good account. Meps and headlines are
often his work. For light articles he uses the
pseudonym "Imp", while his more serious work is charac~
terised by a display of semicolons; a hh it which the
new Editor has caught from him.

It was inevitable that he should become Editor; and

at the beginning of this session it was natural that he

should take the job a second time to organise the

wreckage of the last Board, after the disappearance of

the Ed. Elect. He confesses to finding FELIX Editing

frustrating: there is too much managing to be done;

not enough writing and too much routine.

He is a keen boat-clubman. After 2 weeks as cox

(no previous experience) he was thrown out of the
Guilds '51 Lowry crew, but this year was in it and won.

Fond of Delius, Mozart, Brahms, Josh. White, and many

others,he dislikes reading novels (waste of time"),

has an unuaually strong fear of war, is interested in

most things, is very sensitive to criticism, hates

facetious articles ("they must be witty or sensible")

and hes an abominable taste in puns. Unlike the averago

Felician Boss, he doesn't want to write a play ("there

are enough already"). On ‘Profiles’ he says, with

characteristic sprightliness, "The subject should see it

before it is printed.”

His Boat Club Dinner account in this issue is inter-

esting. He was seen, at that event, to be enjoying hin-

self immensely and we view with deep suspicion sny sug-

gestion that he has not made the whole thing up. Never-

theless, we have no doubt that it is the most accurate

account obtainable, such is our faith in him.

IMPERIAL COLLEGE DRAMATIC

SOCIETY
PRESENTS

"THE JEALOUS WIFE"
A COMEDY

BY GEORGE COLMAN

DECEMBER ([OtH-I3TH 7.30pm.

VAC. WORK COMMITTEE

The Autumn Term meeting of the Union Vacation Work
Committee was held on the llth November. It lasted
1% hours, spending most of this time in discussions on
Publicity, Insurance, standards of firms' training
programmes and complaints concerning students going

abroad. The meeting was attended by its full member-
ship: Professor Levy, the Chairman, and the eight other
senior manbers of the staff representing the departments;
together with an F.B.I. representative for industry,
the two Union Gouncil student members, and the Secretary,
Mr. Newby. First the Annual Report to the college
Governing Body and I.C. Union Council, and an abstract
form of it for press release, were approved, and the
committee then received reports of various details of
the International and home working of the scheme last
year.

Arising from certain accidents to a few students, from
various countries, abroad last year, the costs and bene-
fits of some Insurances were discussed. It was agreed
to recommend strongly, but not insist on, sickness,
industrial and travel insurance to all students going
overseas. Since the majority of students registering

for next year had already replied, to a suggestion made
to each, that they were interested in such cover, the
committee were happier about making this a stronger pro=
posal, than they were on how to meet one further liability:
the need for a fund to assist in the expenses incurred
following serious or fatal illness of the student abroad.
Such would not be covered by the reasonable premiums of
the recommended insurance, and would cost much more to
cover. A proposal was therefore made that the Union, or
the committee, set up a fund for such (very rare) cases,

levying a small sum, say 2/-, from each student going
abroad, to form the fund. The Union representatives
agreed to put this idea before the Union.

The massive detail of the report - a copy of which
is in the Library - boil down to some interesting numbers:
a total of 488 students went abroad from this country last
summer, from 25 colleges and universities, including 119
from I.C. In exchange 602 came in, Britain being one of
the five countries of the seventeen, that receives more
students than they send out. The year's total multi-
lateral exchanges totalled 3493.

Nearly 80 reports by I.C. students, of their experi-
ences abroad this year, have now been evaluated, and thes
indicate that "the results still obtained are of a very
high level."

BOAT CLUB DINNER

This year's Boat Club Dinner was held two days after
Morphy Day, end it was perhaps the fact that your re-
porter thus did not arrive tired from racing and an after-
noon's beer that resulted in his enjoying it only in parts.
However it was better than last year's all-time low in
Refectory dinners: the meal was worth what the committee
paid for it

About 100 attended, including some 25 guests. Among
those with their private pin of beer - Bar bitter only -
were the victorious Guilds Morphy and Lowry crews. The
Captain of Thames R.C., RR. Swatton, presented them with
their Cups and Pots; and also the winners of the club
small-boat competitions with their cups:

Tizard Challenge Cup for Senior Sculls - R.G. Seaman
Webber Challenge Cup for Junior Sculls - I.M,. Titchener

Lindsay Memorial Cup for Novice Sculls = A.R. Saunders

Wynne-Finth Cup for Pair Oars -

J.P. Gibson & I.M. Titchener

The toast to "The Club" was proposed as uflual by

Charles Bristow. He referred to the fine race given to

the Guilds by the Mires, and he was greatly cheered in

his praise for the stout efforts made by the two R.C.S.

crews against the odds. His talk lasted the surpris-

ingly snappy time of 22 minutes. The Captain, P.D.R.

Maltley, took up Charles’ cutline of the history and

aims of the Club concerning the past and present year.

| His survey included the loss of the Walton Thames Cup,

but the regain of the Sabin Tankard - which ghastly

two-gallon (a capacity its sole virtue) trophy was there

on the table.

The Vice-Ceptain, Geoff Seaman, then proposed ‘rne
Themes Rowing Club" - the foster parents, taken so much
for granted by I.C., who provide bar and tea facili-
ties for us, and who in exchange receive the worn-out

I.C. oarsmen when they leave college. "Swatt" in
reply had only four minutes voice left - from umpiring
the races on Wednesday ~ and made a speech in it. One
would think that the Morphy Day behaviour of I.C.'s
supporters had never been noticed.

Peter Gibson, the Secretary, then proposed "The

Guests", by short references to each of them. Derek

Coomber in reply made the popular speech of the evening

with formalities properly said and jokes of no content

well told.

The company then retired for the remaining hour in

the bar. But the sing-song was noisy. Perhaps

everyone felt they had to catch up in the hour an even-

ing wasted on talk, and were trying to repeat the good

long evening's voice of Wednesday. However, by that time

your correspondent and other, more senior, coxswains
present were beyond steering the course.


