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Telephone Bills- PO errors or student fiddle?

- Phone Hang-ups

PO backs down on 2 Hall bills

CONFUSION NOW surrounds the profitability of ‘call-box’
phones in halls of residence following Monday’s meeting of
the Finance Sub-Committee of the College Student Residence
Committee (SRC). At the meeting Wardens and student
representatives heard that bills from the Post Office (PO)
for the use of these phones exceeded cash reciepts by a
staggering £4,905 for this session alone.

The figures presented to the
meeting showed deficits of
£1338 for the Beit Hall Phones,
£1548 for those in Tizard Hall
and £1578 for those in Linstead
Hall. This information was con-
firmed by the College finance
department on Wednesday.

Investigation

The College  has asked the
PO to investigate the dis-
crepancies to eliminate any
possibility of meter errors at
their end. Just prior to going
to press FELIX understands
that the Post Office has
backed down over their bills
for Tizard and Linstead Halls.
They have yet to report back
on the bill for Beit Hall.

There is a strong likelihood
that they will back down here
as well since one phone in
Beit was billed for an extra-
ordinary £600 in February.

‘“No comment’’

Contacted by FELIX, the
PO declined to comment on the
discrepancies and a spokesman
for the Engineering department
said it was strictly a matter
between IC and the Post
Office.

The current situation arises
because College officials empty
the ‘call-box’ phones every
two weeks and the PO bill
IC by their meter readings at
PO exchange every month.

Last year the College made
a net loss of £83 for all the
call-box phones in halls of res-
idence.  Until February, the
SRC had budgeted for the same
loss this year., However, phone

bills then increased the estim-
ate to £775. Last Monday, this
figure was again raised, this
time to £5,000, in the wake of
the Post Office bills.

The figures have brought to
the surface the state of disrep-
air of some P.O. phones in the
halls. Ron Kill, subwarden of
Tizard Hall, complained that
‘the phones are not maintained
properly’. Further, one of the
Tizard phones is currently give
ing free calls. Mr Kill was
unaware whether this had been
reported to the College or the
G.B0:

Another incident occured last
February (1975) when two phones
in Linstead Hall were forcibly
robbed.

“Authorities baffled

At present the College auth-
orities are baffled by the phone
bill discrepancies, other than
suggesting a mistake at the
Post Office end. Nevertheless
in 1973 a former IC student was
prosecuted for fraudulent use of
G.P.O. phones at IC. At that
time the College was concerned
over the number of students
obtaining free calls by using
engineers’ special codes.
FELIX understands that this
loophole has now been closed.

Other illegal practices in
this field include the use of
‘tone boxes® and wire tapping
to electrically simulate the in-
sertion of coins. A telephone
engineer conacted by FELIX
said that elaborate methods
would be required to accomplish
this. He did not say that either
were beyond the ingenuity of
IC students.

AGM report

At the AGM yesterday Bill
Gerrard, Ron Kill and John
Downs were awarded the Union
General Award by IC Union
president Peter Teague. The
awards were made in recognition
of their services to the Union.

Social Colours and ACC
Athletic Colours were also aw-
arded. Ian Morse and Gill Mc-
Conway, the two full-time staff
who work on FELIX, were
awarded Social Colours as was
John McCloskey who has been
the FELIX Technical Manager
for the past two years.

The meeting also discussed
hall and house rents and refec-
tory prices. It had been dec-
ided at an SRC meeting that
there would be attempts to make
the residence accounts break
even next year. However, this
would mean a 30% increase in

rents to raise the £80,000 requ-
ired.

Southside hall rents would
go up from £7.25 to £9.40 and
house rents for single rooms
from £6.20 to over £7.

_The meeting decided that any
rent increases must keep rents
within the national element for
accommodation as allowed in
the student grant.

A 10% flat increase in refec-
tory prices and allowing them to
float with commodity prices had
been put forward by the Catering
Manager, but the proposal met
with a cool reception. In view
of the Union’s policy that refec-
tory prices should only go up
once a year, a suggestion by
John Downs that we opt for a
large flat percentage increase
seems likely to be the line fol-
lowed in negotiations with the
College.

Jez conks out

JEZ, the RCS’s 1916 Dennis
fire engine, suffered severe
damage when she broke down on
King’s Road, Chelsea last
Sunday afternoon. The damage
caused is estimated at over
£1000.

The fire engine stuttered to
a hult with pieces of metal left
trailing behind it. It appears
that a camshaft journal moved
into the path of the No. 3
con-rod which bent the other
camshaft and broke the con-rod.
This con-rod then cracked the
piston and put holes in the
crank case and sump.

Jez was towed back to its
garage behind the Biochemistry
building by Exploration Board’s
K-9 lorry.

Earlier in the day, Jez had
takenpart inthe FELIX Treasure
Hunt which was narrowly won
by the Bo’ team. Beaten into
second place were the RCS
second team of Dave Dodge,
Graham Paterson and Nigel
Davies.

This was the second tre asure
hunt organised by FELIX and a
full completent of teams from
each CCU took part. The
contestants found the clues
so difficult that, in retribution,
some of them dumped Paul
Bentley’s car inside Beit
Archway thus blocking it.
Attempts to put the car inside
the FELIX Office failed
because the doors are not
wide enough.
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ICWA AGM

Today gasp!

At lunchtime, no less.
1.00pm in the
" ICWA Lounge

WINE TASTING SOCIETY

Informal supper and tasting

in Physics level 8 Common

Room at 5.45pm. Wine

competition with a difference.

5.45pm on Tues 25th May.
Union SCR.

External Affairs

There will be a meeting of
the IC Union External
Affairs Committee on
Monday 17th at 12.30pm in
the Union Senior Common
Room.

F(_)'L_K EVENING
in

MINING HOUSE

on Wed 19th May
at 8.00pm
Refreshments Available
Everyone welcome,
especially singers.

LORRY TRIP

Three places are available
in a lorry going out to
Pakistan on 23rd June. If
interested contact Denys
Whitley, Civ Eng 3.

LADIES JACKETS

Wholesale outlet of velvet
and other jackets from top
London fashion house. |

£15 - £20
Contact Mike in Selkirk 482

SUB-WARDENSHIPS

Application is invited
from any woman member of
staff or any unmarried
woman student who will be
a postgraduate next session,
for the post of Lady Sub-
Warden of Beit Hall, which
will become vacant with
effect from the session
1976/71. Single room
accommodation in Beit Hall
is available and a small
honorarium is paid. The
Lady Sub-Warden will be
expected to take an active
interest in the social life of
the Hall and to work closely
with the Warden.

Applications to Dr C
Halls, Warden of Beit Hall,
to be received not later than
28th May.

TWO ASSISTANT SUB-
WARDENS (one male, one
female) are required in
Falmouth Hall from the
session1976/77. Applications
are invited for these posts
from single postgraduate
students. The Sub-Wardens
will be expected to assist
the Warden in his duties,
and single study-bedroom
accommodation would be
provided rent-free.

Applications to Dr DM
Monro, Warden of Falmouth
Hall, to be received not
later than 28th May 1976.

ISLAM
Exhibition of books in the
Lyon Playfair - Library.
Level- one. 10th May till
4th June.

SIR ARTHUR ACLAND ENGLISH ESSAY PRIZE
197677

1. The object of the competition is to encourage good

writing of English.

2. The competition is open to all registered students of

the College

3. Essays must reach the Registrar not later than 1 March

1977.

4. A total of £50 is available for the award of up to five

prizes.

5. A successful candidate may not compete again.
6. Prize essays may be published subject to the permission

of the College.

7. A candidate must submit an original English essay of
about 3,000 to 5,000 words in length on one of the
suggested subjects listed below or on any topic of his
choice. All essays should be readily understandable to

the non-specialist reader.

Seriousness and solemnity.

The cultural value of the ‘‘usefulness’’ of science.
The role of imagination in science and in literature.
The responsibility of the professional engineer in

society.

Problems in the transfer of technology to under.

developed countries.

The future of religion and the religion of the future.

SUMMER FLATS
If anyone has a flat they
would like to let to IC
students over the summer
vacation or if they would
like to rent one, could
they please see Dave
Rawnsley(StudentResidence
officer) in the Union Office.

FOR SALE

Philips 202 electronic deck,
GP 412 eliptical stylus
cartridge, Sinclair 3000
amplifier, Wharfedale Melton
2 speakers and KOSS
headphones. £160. Contact
Frank Hibbert, Civ Eng I,
31Weeks Hall. Tel: 589 9609
or int 4238.

Discussion Programme

A small number of people
have said that they would
be interested in taking part
in a television discussion
programme. This will be
transmitted live on BB2 from
this Sunday. If anyone else
is interested, would they
please contact Derrick
Everett in the Union Office
(int 3915).

FOR SALE

AKAI 4000 DB. 1 year old.
Good condition. £165 ono.
(Price inclusive of KOSS
headphones KO 727B in
good nick, dust cover and
spare spool). Contact Paul
Ekpenyong in the FELIX
office Int 2881,

Bear IC on your chest!

Wear the all new IC Sweat Shirt

Available NOW from IC Union Office
Only £3.00 and all profits to RAG!

Colours: Red, sky-blue, navy, bottle green, maroon, black

and white

Sizes: X-large, large, medium, and small

Printing: White on all colours and Royal on the White shirts







