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“We need criticism ©

NUS PRESIDENT, Charles €Clarke, yesterday replied to ; : Terry- Thomas
increasing criticism of the ce ge a ogres and
NUS, in a speech at Essex in menvione overseas
Patardiap stor students. “For overseas} ON STOIC

Speaking to a Union General students the worst possible

Meeting there, he stated his thing now is a weakening of | LAST FRIDAY STOIC recorded
belief that the disenchantment the national _union.’’, he | the ninth programme in its
with NUS was based on two warned. ‘Film Talk’ Series at the
ideas: that the political

decisions of governments and

Parliament have no real effect

upon students and that even

if they did, the NUS could

have no real influence over

the decisions.

‘“‘But’’, he said, ‘‘students

are not immune from the

economic . position which

affects all of us."’ He outlined

the effects of the present

economic crisis on the education

sector in particular. The

He claimed the ‘‘Registration

Scheme’’, dealing with proposals

on student housing was
withdrawn solely at the

instigation of the NUS. The

National Union had put forward

and fought for the present

grant system which was intro-

duced in 1962, and has been

fighting for its improvement

ever since; bitterly opposing
the ‘‘loan system’? which
existsin many other W European

countries.

closure of teacher-training In 1972, the NUS stopped
colleges, the cutting back of Charles Clarke a change in the financing of
discretionary grants by _ local Student Unions, in 1973 a
authorities and the closure Problems because up to 50%, mid-year review of grants was
of under-subscribed courses, Of parents are not paying forced.
he thought were all a direct their full contribution toward These successes, he felt,

result. of the Goverment’s the grant. All these things, he came from the unity of the
decision to reduce public said, affected students directly, NUS. He deplored ‘‘its failure
spending. particularly those who will be to successfully communicate its

But this was not the only looking for jobs within the policies and activities to all
way in which students were public sector, Any belief its members. We need criticism

affected. On a more personal that students were economically in order to improve. But that
level, the prospects for isolated was a dangerous criticism must come _ from
employment were grim. The illusion”, whether the college within the movement’’. Student
number of ‘‘traditional’’ jobs was a ‘‘further education Unions which _ disaffiliated
available is less than the college in an industrial city, made themselves ‘‘more
number of graduates seeking or one of our beautiful ivory vulnerable to the wolves in
them, according to the ‘Standing academic towers of isolation.” the blizzard.’’

Conference of University Mr Clarke - then’ went Charles Clarke will be at
Appointment Services’. Also, on to defend the record IC on 19 February, when he
at present, there is a surplus ‘of the NUS in affecting will participate in a debate
of 8000 qualified teachers. educational policies. He on disaffiliation together with

Undergraduates are not cited the stand of NUS on_ Ian Minnis, President of Aston

exempted from economic social security payments for University Guildof Students.

ELECTIONS

Papers for the sabbatical posts

and the post of DP are going up

on Mon 9th Feb. They will be

taken downat 5.00pmon Fril3th

Feb. Hustings will be held on

Feb 26th. All candidates for the

above posts may submit a mani—

festo no longer than 400 words
and should approach the FELIX

photographic editor, Phil Dean,

to have their picture taken as

soon as possible. All manifestos

must be handed into the FELIX

office by 5.00pm next Friday.

Gay AOS rc
LAST SATURDAY evening a

postgraduate student at IC
had a brush with the Law.

It is alleged, that after

leaving a party in Wandsworth,
he ran out of a chip shop
without paying. He was

apprehended by a passing squad
car. The police claim that,

while resisting arrest, he hit

them three times; outside the
shop, in the police car and

while entering the _ station.

The student claims that he

only retaliated after provocation
each time and, that whilst in

the car, he was hit with a

torch.

After being arrested he

was jailed on Saturday evening

and was. only released on

Sunday evening, after finding

£100 bail.

Educational Television Centre

in Battersea.

The guest on this occasion

was Terry- Thomas, veteran

comedy star of well over

50 films. He was originally

due to return to his home

in Ibiza last Thursday, but

was. persuaded to. stay for

another day by EMI so that

STOIC could’ record their

interview.

Mr Thomas was in _ the

country to promote his latest

filme ‘‘Spanish Fly’’, a clip

of which, is included in the

programme. Also included in

the programme are clips from

‘“*Blue Murder at St Trinians’’

and ‘‘Our Man in Marakesh’’,

The programme will be

shown on STOIC next Tuesday,

10th February, at 1.00pm and

can “be seen in the’ -JCR

(Sherfield Building), Southside

Lower Lounge and the Union

TV Lounge on the third floor.

Terry—Thomas .
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Friday 6th’

Ents Disco: Union Lower

Refectory. 8.00pm Adm 10p.

QEC Ents present COCKY.

New Common Room Bar. 8.00pm

Adm FREE.

Bedford College: Disco in aid of

Nightline. 8.00pm Adm 20p.

Saturday 7th

Imperial College Pakistan

Society presents a_ colourful

musical variety programme

featuring Mohamed Kassam and

Party, including several well
known BBC Radioand Television

Asian artists, in the Great Hall.

7.45pm. Doors open 7.15pm.

Tickets are 75p and £1.00 an

available at the door.

Sunday 8th

IC Sunday Session. At last by

great popular demand, we

present: ‘‘Prohibition’’ — IC’s

own Trad Jazz Band. Adm
FREE. Union Lower Lounge.

Selkirk Hall Folk Evening.

Singers, musicians etc. 7.30pm.

Adm FREE.

Monday 9th

Wellsoc: ‘“‘4An experimental
demonstration -of flame
phenonema’’. A talk by Mr

Moore 7.30pm.

Tuesday 10th

Associated Studies: A Plain

Man’s Guide to Architecture.

4. Architecture since 1830.

LIONEL LAMBOURNE, V&A.

Theatre A, Sherfield Building.

1.30pm.

The Politics of South—East
Asia. 1. South—East Asia in the

Aftermath of the Vietnam War.

JOHN TUSA. Broadcaster and
commentator on Asian Politics.

Theatre B, Sherfield Building.
1.30pm. 

:

Hall Dinner in ‘the Sherfield
Building. 7.00 for 7.30pm.

See Pat in the Union office by

12.00 noon on the previous

Friday.

OPSOC: First night of ‘‘UTOPIA

LIMITED’? by Gilbert and
Sullivan in the Union Concert

Hall. 7.30pm. Tickets 60p &

80p. Continues till Saturday.

Wednesday 11th

Folk Club present ‘‘ARKY’S

TOAST’’ in the Union Lower

Refectory. 8.00pm. Adm 30p —

50p non-members.

Thursday 12th

Associated Studies: Film — The

Space Between Words. 3. Work.

Theatre A, Sherfield Building.

1.30pm.

The next step in the Middle

East. DR M MEHDI, Birkbeck

College. Theatre B, Sherfield
Building. 1.30pm (IC Arab

Society). .
Lunch-hour Concert. The
Library, 53 Prince’s Gate.

Ents film ‘‘MR MAJESTYK’’.

Mech Eng 220. 6.30pm Adm 10p.

Friday 13th

IC Film Soc present ‘‘O LUCKY

MAN’’. Great Hall. 7.15pm.

Adm by membership.
Ents disco. ULR 8.00pm.

QEC: St. Valentine’s dance
with ‘‘P ALM BEACH EXPRESS”
plus disco. 8.00pm. New

Common Room Bar. Adm 40p.

Computing and Control Society

A lecture (plus films) on

‘‘Computers in Art’
given by

JOHN LANSDOWN, BCS

in Room 213, New Huxley
Building at 7.00pm on Tues

10th Feb. Admission free.
All welcome.

IC Ski Club

AVIEMORE

W/e 13—14th March

Meeting Tues 10th Feb

1.00pm. Union SCR.

See notice board for details,

ALEXANDRA PALACE

Mon 9th Feb

6.00pm. South Ken.

TOPIA

IMITED

60p &

80p AT

TEES:

FRE KEF'S

NEXT WEEK:

UNION CONCERT HALL

IN THE

BY

GILBERT & SULLIVAN

3 30 P.M.

TO. °F.

ON DOOR

Section

Slides

B&W Prints

Photographic

Society ©

Competition

Colour Prints)

All prints must be mounted and greater than

60sq ins. There will be prizes for each category.

Last date for entries is 2.00pm 1st March.

Photographs should be handed to:-

Phil Hunkin Q3, Phil Dean (FELIX office) or

Photsoc shop. Open to members only

Categories
[General _ Landscape

Natural Historos y

General

General
Candid

Portraits

All Overseas Students are invited to attend a
GENERAL MEETING OF THE OVERSEAS STUDENTS

OF IMPERIAL COLLEGE

to discuss the proposed £100 fees increase

and the NUS Overseas Students Campaign

(NUS Overseas Students Officer)
Speaker: Trevor Phillips

Place: Mech Eng 542

Time: Wednesday, 11 Feb 76, at 1.15pm.

Activities in Hillel House |

1/2 Endsleigh Street, WCIH ODS,

Tel: 01-388 9891

Brains Trust with Lord Boothy,

Cyril Smith MP, Baroness

Gaitskell at 8.00pm on Monday
9th February.

Tue Feb 10th:

on Arab Nationalism

Mordell Klein at 8.00pm.

Wed Feb 11th: Sociology of

Anglp-Jewry ‘‘Life Styles”’

with Dr Barry Kosmin at 6.00pm.

Nightline

581 2468
int. 2468

8 Prince’s Gardens

6.00pm—9.00am

a study group
with

every night

Lost

A black enamel bracelet with

fan-shaped links. If found,

please return to the FELIX

Office, Beit Archway. Small

Reward Offered.

The Rag Mag

needs original material, and
artists/cartoonists. Please
contact:-

PETE GARNETT

Mech Eng 1

Double Room To Let

In a large flat for six people,
with two other couples. Suit

another couple or two PG’s.

Minimum six months. £9 each/
week,

Contact J PERRY, Zoology.

Available Now

Inforon: student discounts

legal aid

the Rent Act

the Sex Discrimination Act etc.

at the Welfare Centre, Top of

Union Building, 12.30—1.30pm

Monday — Friday.

Student Counsellor present on

Tuesday and Thursday

IC Astronomical

Society

ont ee)

Dr BR MORGAN

gives: a talk on

“Speckle interferometry
with the 98-inch Isaac

Newton telescope’

Physics LT 3. level

12.45pm Thurs 10th Feb.

one
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IC is a cliquish college

PROFILE : Riz Shakir
BORN IN .the Punjab, Riz. Shakir

‘eventually arrived in England at the
age of 13 after having lived in various

countries from the far east to. the far

west to join his parents. He came to

IC from ae sixth form college.in

Leicestershire. _The ‘school is _ still

recovering from the reverberations of
the revolutionary wind of change which

swept it during Riz'’s presence.

_. It is.with the same energy and gusto,
that he has approached his job as

Deputy President of Imperial College

Union. Being a surprise candidate at
the. election, he was something of an

unknown quantity. However, he has
since proved to quite a few people,

including his department, that he can

cope with the job and do it adequately
whilst simultaneously pursuing a degree

in Chemistry.

He himSelf says of the job: ‘‘/ think

| have lived up to what | intended to do,

but there’s a lot more I’d like .to do’’.
The job of DP is one of the most difficult

in the Union to carry out, he says. A

sabbatical DP would be useful although
a restructuring of the Union. and
redefinition of the job description would

first be required.

The extent.to which students relate

to. the Union is minimal and this, he

says, is because it has been allowed
to become: a_ political stepping. stone

(with the exception of this year, of

course). Another contributory factor is
that. the sabbatical officers are so

overloaded with work that. they = are
unable to go out and meet with the

students they represent. ‘‘A_ situation

has been reached where ICU is regarded
solely as a political entity rather than

a social and cultural one as well, which

in fact it is’’, he says.

‘IC could retain its reputation by

producing graduates with good degrees

and without dehumanising them in the
process’’.

IC students are apathetic, not because

they wish to be, but because the system

forces them to be so. Far too much

emphasis is put into keeping up the

College’s academic. reputation. This

demands that IC students be put through

intensive courses,. which are not only

boring, but deny them the opportunity

to broaden their education — he stated

this, meaning that IC turns out computer

like people instead of educated human

beings.

“IC. could retain its reputation by

producing graduates with good degrees

and without dehumanising them in the

process”’. ;

He is worried that very little is

being done to make courses interesting

and he knows. of many cases in which

students have had to be persuaded to

continue with their courses. ‘Little or

no consideration is given to the varying

interests of students which might other-

wise give them the stimulus to continue

with their courses’’. Courses, he feels,

are structured very impersonally and

without .much_ thought for the student

taking the degree.

This impersonal atmosphere bred the

cliques which permeate the College;
a result of students spending too much

time in the company of only those

students in their own course: “‘iC is a

cliquish coliege , ne says in a damning

tone. ‘‘/f you don't form a clique, then

you're out’’. :

Overseas students are a particular

example of this phenomena of clique
forming.‘‘ They come out of their countries,

more often than not from a different

culture, and are made to feel i/! at home’’.

The alien culture, language and
embarassment over their spoken English
forces them to form cliques of their own

countrymen — a situation which leads to
very little or no racial integration.

“This is totally at odds with IC's
reputation as an international centre of
learning’.

He takes a principled stand against

the proposed increases in the fees of

overseas students because, he says,

many of them come from poor countries. .

He, does not expect them to take a stand
against the fees increase, ‘lest they

are deported.

‘‘We have to: stand up and help these
people — people, who like us, would
like knowledge, but are not being given
the same opportunities to learn — just as
we would stand up for our own grants to

be raised, we must campaign on their
behalf after due consultation with them’’.

Moreover, he stresses that the problem

is a humanitarian rather than a political

one and should be seen as such.

‘“ICWA, although not perfect, is at

the moment, an essential part of the

Union...’’

The problems of overseas students

at IC are closely linked with those of

the postgraduate students of whom

50% are from overseas. Riz agrees

with the Rector, Sir Brian Flowers, that

the Union does not cater adequately

for PGs. ‘‘However, the question of

how to. get PGs more involved in the

Union is a much more difficult one’’,

he says.

There are two main areas in which

“he sees possible solutions developing.

The lack of involvement amongst PGs is

exacerbated by the very smal! laboratory

units into which they are split. One

way to bring them together is for the

College to organise more associated

Studies lectures, (which they are given

credit for), specifically for PGs thus
aiding integration and socialising. This,

he feels, would provide a basis for unity

among PGs.

‘‘The Union itself should. try and

organise a lot more events for PGs’’.

If the Union should find itself at a

loss as to the type and kind of functions

it should organise, then it could try

finding out through those PGs _ who

are already active in the Union. He

also does not think that there is sufficient

provision for married students (many are

PGs) in College owned accommodation.

Another group of IC students whom
he feels, are similarly hard done by are

the women ‘'/CWA, although not perfect,

is at the moment, an essential part of

the Union and will develope a lot more

in the future years’’. It is a healthy

sign, he says, to see discussion being
instigated within ICWA on aé_e wide

variety of topics affecting women.

' “*it-seems IC is either go and swot in

the library or go to the bar and drink

yourself silly...’’

However, the attitudes in the College,

socially and academically, he says, do
not take women’s presence into account.

‘‘In many cases women are regarded as

Riz Shakir

people who have lost their way into a
course’’. A poor state of affairs con-
sidering we want more women at IC.

‘“‘The social structure has to be

changed radically before the male to

female ratio can begin to improve.

At the moment the social structure is

very much based on a drinking man’s

club — ‘most of the social functions

involve drinking. It seems IC is either

go and swot in the library or go to

the bar and drink yourself silly... Firstly,

there shouldn't be so much academic
pressure on people as is the case at

the moment... Secondly, we have to

change social functions from principally
drinking to socialising and drinking’’.
Too much emphasis is put on drink in
his thinking.

‘‘NUS at the moment does very little

for students’’

His most outspoken comments were,
however, those regarding the National

Union. On the question of representation,

he states categorically that, ‘‘/t (the

NUS) doesn’t represent anybody but the

few political activists that are at the top

or are in the pipeline to replace them in

turn. It is very much a political stepping

stone for opportunist students, that is

all, It does not represent a damn student

and the opinions that it puts forward are

very often those that suit them".

‘‘NUS at the moment does very little

for students’’.

That a national organisation represent-
ing students is a great asset,he agrees; |

however, his image of sucha. body is

very different to that of NUS at the

moment. He does not think. that NUS

should be a politically motivated body

and it should restrict its area.of concern

to those issues directly. affecting students.

If, in any such issues, politics is involved,

then fair enough, but otherwise strictly

no politics. International issues are

also out, in his opinion, as regards

campaigning work although we should

discuss and adopt policy on them.

Whilst he thought it extremely useful,

at a local level, to liaise with trade

unions, he was against the ‘political

grovelling’ of the NUS executive to the

TUC.

Despite these attitudes to the National

Union, he is, in principle, opposed to

disaffiliation.

Continued on page 4


