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Massacred :
Students stage sit-in

at Libyan Embassy

ONE HUNDRED Libyan students staged a sit-in at the

Libyan embassy in Prince’s Gate SW7 to protest at the

shooting of at least 16 students at Benghazi University
on January 4th. The students were killed uring a peaceful

demonstration to protest against government interference

in the elections of the Students Union.

Several thousand students

had also been detained
according to Mr Abdurrahman

Sewehli, General Secretary of

the Libyan Students Union

in Britain, who led the sit-in

at Prince’s Gate.

Mr Sewehli

The sit-in, which was

originally going to last 48

hours, was called off at 2.30pm

on Tuesday afternoon, just

over 24 hours after it ‘began.

Mr Sewehli in a statement said

‘““As a result of our action,

we have come to the conciusion

that our objectives have been
fulfilled’.

The main objective had

been to get their demands for

an enquiry into the alleged

shootings cabled to Colonel

Gadafy. Also included in

their demands was a call for

‘‘a public trial of all officials

responsible for the massacre’’.
However, when FELIX enquired

yesterday, the ambassador

had not yet sent the telegram.

The Libyan government

has denied that any students

were killed and the President

of the Libyan Federation of

continued on back page

The Libyan embassy

Armed convoy

arrests IC trio
THE LIBYAN embassy was also
the scene of more action on the

Sunday night previous to the
sit-in. Three IC students, after

having made merry in the Union.

Bar, threw bottles through one .
of the windows of the embassy.

The window pictured ight
faces Prince’s Gardens. e

plate glass window received

four holes as a result of the

battery of bottles hurled at it.

‘Police were very quickly on

the scene with tracker dogs.

A set of keys dropped by one

of the three was soon picked-up
by. one of the dogs. The police

Libyan students in the embassy

traced the three to Linstead
where they had fled and took
them in Separate cars to

Gerald Road Police Station..

After being questioned for
several hours the three admitted
to being responsible — for

damaging the window. They
were released on bail of £50
and‘ told to appear in court the
following: moming.

The three subsequently
pleaded guilty and were fined

£5 with £8 coSts each.
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Friday 16th

IC Film Society present ‘BOF’
at 7.15pm in Mech Eng 220.
Adm by membership only:
Membership available at the
door.

IC Ents Hops & Disco with
CAROL GRIMES & THE
LONDON BOOGIE BAND in
the Union Concert Hall.
8.00pm Adm 60p.

QEC: The 101’ers in concert.
New Common Room Bar,
8.00pm Adm 30p.

Saturday 17th

IC Ents present ELIKE BROOKS
in the Great Hall at 8.00pm.
Adm 90p IC adv, £1 adv, £1.20

on the door.

Tuesday 20th

Associated Studies: A Plain

Man’s Guide to Architecture.
1.Greek and Roman Architecture

COLIN BADCOCK, Winchester
College. Theatre A, Sherfield
1.30pm

The International Politics of

Oil.CHRISTOPHER TUGENDHAT,

MP for the City of London and

Westminster South. Theatre B,

Sherfield Building. 1.30pm.
IC International Socialists
Society: ‘‘Spain — after Franco,
what next?’’ Speaker DUNCAN

Wotzon
HALLAS, !S Central Committee
1.00pm in Civ Eng 201. ,
Hall dinner: 7.00 for 7.30
Sherfield Building. £1.35
plus 10p sherry.
IC Photsoc: Agfa prize-winning
film ‘MAGIC LIGHT’’. 6.45pm
in Mines 2.25

Wednesday 21st

IC Folk Club present GEOFF

& PENNIE HARRIS in_ the
Union Lower Refectory. 8.00pm.

Adm 30p (50p non-members).

Thursday 22nd

Associated Studies: The
Morality and Immorality of

Science. 3. The Science of

Ethics FRANK LEA. Theatre

A, Sherfield Building. 1.30pm.

Lunch-hour Concert. The Library,
53 Prince’s Gate 1.30pm.

IC Ents: Film CHINATOWN.
Mech Eng 220. 1.30 pm Adm 10p.

Friday 23rd

IC Ents Hops & Disco with the

Jive bombers. Union Concert

Hall. 8.00pm. Adm 50p.

A COPY OF the Exploration

Review is available in the

Lyon Playfair Library. Since

the collapse of the Exploration

Society the activities of the
Exploration Board have not

been well publicised throughout
the College. Unfortunately it

appears that few people outside
the specialist clubs, such as

the Mountaineering Club, are

now aware of the existence of

the Exploration Board.

The Exploration Board have

sponsored during the five
year period from 1970 to 1974

a total of twenty-two expeditions

to all parts of the world.

These may vary from botanical

and zoological expeditions to

the atolls of the Maldive

Exploration Review: 1970-74

Islands, or a purely exploratory

and photographic expedition
to the Rift Valley in East

Africa, to a caving expedition
to the Peruvian Andes. The

Exploration Board is able to
give advice and _ financial

assistance to groups of

Students from this College
who wish to organise expeditions
whether exploratory or scientific

to any part of the globe.
Applications or enquries

for possible expeditions in

1976 should be made as soon
as possible to the Secretary of
the Exploration Board, Mr.JFD
Lauwerys, Room 534, Sherfield
Building, internal telephone
2703. :

BEGINNING ON _ Wednesday

21st January is a women’s

studies course. The meetings

will be at 12.30pm in the

IC Film Soc: ‘DON’T LOOK NOW’ICWA lounge. ,
Great Hall. 7.15pm. Adm by
membership only.

QEC: Concert with DORRIS,
New Common Room Bar. 8.00pm

Adm FREE.

THE WHITBREAD CUP

The draw for the first round will be posted in the Union Bar.

All entrants must check when their match is and inform a Darts

Club Committee member if there is any difficulty. (Committee

members ate M Gibson, Physics 2; J Ford, Chemistry 3 and P

Whitlock, Chem Eng 2). Alternatively leave a message behind

the Bar.
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eetings scheduled for this

tem: ;

Jan 2ist

Socialisation

female roles.

Jan 28th

Cross cultural roles — compari-

sons of the lives of women in

other societies.

and male ‘and

Women’s Studies Course
Feb 4th

Women’s role in the family.

Feb 11th

Women and work.

Feb 18th

Women in education.

Feb 25th

Women in
technology.

March 3rd

Women and the law.

March 10th

Historical aspects of women’s

role in society.

March 17th

Women in the Church

science and

UTOPIA

Tickets 60

IMPERIAL COLLEGE OPERATIC SOCIETY

presents

LIMITED

or

The Flowers of Progress

By WS GILBERT and AS SULLIVAN

Tuesday 10th — Sat. 14th February in the Union Concert Hall.

and 80p (Sat. 80p only)
Available in Foyée of Sherfield building or union

12.30 — 1.30pm from January 19th.

BBC Concerts

Free tickets available from

Jen, Union office, for Bach —

St Matthew Passion.

Part I Thursday 29th Jan. 2.15pm
Part II Friday 30th Jan 6.45pm

at Maida Vait Studios, Diiawart

Road W9. First come, first

served.

IC JEWISH SOCIETY
present -

ERIC MOONMAN, MP

giving a talk on

‘A sane policy in the

Middle East’

on

Tuesday January 20th

at

1.20pm in Mech Eng 664

FELIX urgently requires

writers and reporters.
Anyone interested in

joining the staff should

drop into the FELIX office

RATI KARTHIGESU

performs :
Classical Indian Dances ©

in the Great Hall

at 7.00pm, Saturday 24th Jan
‘ Tickets 75p and 50p

THE STUDENT WELFARE

CENTRE is there to help you

Info. available £ on topics

ranging from accommodation to

contraception. If we don’t know

the answer we'll find out.

Student Counsellor in attendance

Tuesdays and Thursdays.

OPEN MON FRI 12.30

1.30pm. at the top of the Union

Building. |

WANT TO EARN £1

PER HOUR?

Then just contact the Deputy

President, Riz Shakir, any

‘Tuesday lunchtime in the
Union Office.

tmperial College Railway

Society |

Narrow Gauge Railways

Yesterday and Today

by Rev ER BOSTON

at 5.40pm in ME 664

Tues 27th Jan

Presidential Address

Railways — Then and Now

by Mr OS NOCK

at 5.40pm in Mech Eng 664

Tues 3rd Feb
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The Grants/Cuts Campaign

-a touch of realism needed
SOMEONE, ~= somewhere is

being squeezed. This year, the

annual grants review, is press-

ing not only for a 33% increase

in grants, but also for the

abolition of the means test,

discretionary awards, as well

as resisting all cut backs in

education spending.

Simultaneously, the Govern-

ment is urging local authorities
to pare their spending on

universities, polytechnics,
- colleges of education and so

on down the line. How. can

these two viewpoints’ be

reconciled? — They cannot.

The education system, if it

is to be cut, will be cut at its

weakest and most vunerable
. point. Colleges of Education

generally have no independent
funding and produce teachers,

the vast majority of whom will

work in state schools. The
number of teacher training

places is to be cut from 114,000

to 60,000 by 1981. Fourteen

(14) Colleges of Education
are due to be closed or merged

with other institutions. The.

cutback is most drastic in the

most easily regulated
professions.

In -universities and poly-

technics the thrift crase will

most likely cause the closure

of under-subscribed courses.

As they are mainly science

and engineering courses, this

could easily be a_ false
economy.

The NUS is_ obviously

opposed to Cut-backs, but are

they likely to influence the

Government or anyone else

by what appears to be an

hysterical reaction? Or are

they merely ‘‘Aiming for the

moon and hoping tohit Everest’,

to misquote H arold Wilson.

Statements made by _ the
NUS may seem ‘‘unrepresent-.

ative’’ to university students,.

but the NUS has over 750,000

members of which only 263,242

are full-time university

students. It bs hardly surprising

then, that the NUS reacts so

Strongly to reductions in

spending in institutions other

than universities, as two-thirds

of its membership come from
these same institutions.

However, though the
National Union should oppose

the removal of discretionary

grants and = other penny—

pinching measures, it seems to

be unrealistic to expect or

even hope to stop every single

budget in education. Surely’ the

NUS would benefit its members

more by accepting that some
cuts have to be made, even

some colleges. closed, and
advising the Department of

Education and Science which

could be closed with least
effect.

Taking an implacable stand

on. a motorway is not a good

idea, some of the cuts may be

really damaging but blanket

opposition will not pinpoint
them.

The demonstration on
February 27th will

publicity for the grants claim,

but reasoned discussions with
the DES might prevent damaging

cuts. You pays yer money and

you takes yer choice.

gain

Elkie Brooks one of rocks most tenacious female vocalists
gives her debut concert with a new band at IC tomorrow.

Her debut album, Rich Man’s Woman, is reviewed on page 9.

Jewish Society
So what does the IC Jewish
‘Society do? -

It tries to concern itself

with all elements of Jewish

affairs which are of interest —

or what the committee of the
day thinks should be_ of
interest! — to Jews and non-Jews

alike.

To further this aim we always

have a series of lectures, and
these are held on Tuesday or

Thursday tunchtimes so _ that

you, the average interested
and wide-awake student can

easily come along.

We have concerned ourselves

with aspects of the religion,

for example we had a lecture on

‘*Exorcism and

We have been proud about how
far-flung the Jewish communities

are with a talk about the
Jews in tndia, and we have
worried about the problem of the

importance of Jews living in

or out of Israel, and the
threats to the continued

existence of that country. We

have tired to illuminate

history by looking at the

British role in Palestine, and

to reconsider ° history by

Judaism’’. °

presenting a Jewish view of

Jesus.

Most recently we focussed
our attentions on an old, but

only relatively recently

dramatised problem, namely
that. of the survival of the

Jewish community in the

Soviet Union. We were fortunate
in being able to welcome as
speaker Alexander Levich,

son of Professor Benjamin

Levich, member of the Soviet

Academy of Sciences.

Both had applied for exit

visas to go to Israel more than

two years ago, and of course

immediately lost their means

of livelihood. Alexander

finally was allowed to come

to the West in April 1975,

but the KGB have retained

his father for an_ indefinite

period, despite promises to

the contrary. ;

We also have social

gatherings of various iinds, so:

Do look out for our posters

(or become a member!) and of

course come along and listen

and argue.

You never know, you might

learn something. We might

learn something too.

Dori Schmetterling

ATTEDITStH
NINETEEN DAYS into the Sex Discrimination Act and‘so far
nothing has been heard from ICWA, IC's prima donna of sexism.
No wind of revolutionary change has yet reached the FELIX
office; it seems unlikely that the admission doors wil! be flung
_ to the hoards of young men valiantly knocking on ICWA’s

Seriously though, the Act presents an opportunity to look atthe role of ICWA. Every woman student at IC is : member a
ICWA. The organisation welcomes freshers at the tea reception
on the first day of term and at freshers fair the day after.

It's annual Freshers Dinner a week later is the best social
event of the first three weeks. This year their Halloween Bal!
was sorely missed, but the pa Christmas buffet partially
made up for it. The ICWA Easter Ball completes their social
functions. In the last year the Women In Science and the Women
In Action Group& have emerged from ICWA.

A test of any societys credibility is itsmembers’ views. /
don’t want to be in ICWA, is a strangely recurrent statement
coming from a disturbing proportion of !C women. /CU could do
without I|CWA & ICWA’s discriminatory are two more well conned
phrases. Certainly a sizeable chunk of IC women regard ICWA
as sexually divisive; a perpetual monument to the IC sex. ratio.:
They feel it worsens attempts to overcome the ratio problem; in
short they view ICWA as an unnecessary social luxury that IC
Union could wel! do without.

If ICWA is iust a social off shoot of ICU why does it need to
masquerade under a discriminatory image? After all the CCU’s are
designed to be IC’s social unions.

However ICWA, or rather the IC Women In Action Group
(ICWIA), see the CCUs in a different light. Here’s what they
have to say in an article, intended for publication in Sennet, a
copy of which turned up at the FELIX office late last tem.

Many of us at. Imperial College are sickened by the childish
drunken, misgynist behaviour of the three constituent college
unions here. These unions actively work to perpetuate the female
hating, rugby playing, public ‘school brand of hoolignism that is
rampant every evening. They produce weekly newsheets which
are regularly used to insult and abuse women both individually
and collectively — tee concluding that all women are morons.
_ Very adult indeed! Three more quotes from the same article
illustrate the picture of IC painted by ICWIA:

‘Slavery for Women’’ badges abound-some worn by women.

Continued on back page


