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BAR PRICES would remain at
their present level it was
decided at the Refectory
Committee meeting held last
Thursday. They would however
be reviewed at their next
meeting by which time the Bar
Committee would have presented
its report regarding the financiai
position of the bars.

A profit of £ 8,879 had
been made on sales in the
bars to date. If bar profits of
between £12,000 and £15,000
could be made, then it was
possible that brewery charges
and the recent rise in wages
could be absorbed.

This would mean that no
price increases would have to
be made, at least for this
term.

Ms Cowell’s report

The meeting also discussed
Ms Cowell’s report, following
her visit here last term, on
the catering facilities. In it
she commends the Union’s paper
submitted to her for its ‘‘brevity
and clarity of expression’’,

Although she sympathised
with some of the opinions
contained in the Union’s

submission she felt that the

problems were not easily
solved.

The chairman of the Refectory
Committee, Dr Levy, said he

welcomed the report.

‘“There are a number of points
which require careful con-

sideration, some of which we

have already had thoughts
about. It is nice to have an
authoritative statement from

somebody who has a knowledge
of university catering’’.

The report itself is largely

concerned with the financial
problem of the catering system
but recognised that within
this was a management problem
of not insignificant proportions.
Ms Cowell suggests in her
report that an offer of accom-
modation at the middle
management level, an area in

which recruiting poses part-
icularly difficult problems,
might help the situation with
its strong incentive value.

This suggestion is already
being vigorously pursued by
the College.

The report also says that
‘“As the fixed costs represent
an increasingly high proportion
of the total cost, a fixed
income becomes more
essential’’. Ways suggested of
achieving this- include charging
resident students a contribution’
towards the catering costs, or
including in their boarding fee
a certain number of meals. This
was not unfair, the report
says that “‘it is usually the
resident students who use the

facilities at the weekend,
breakfast time and evening
meals when, for  obvious
reasons, labour costs are
highest’’.

However, Dr Levy does not
agree totally with this because
as he points out, the College
can only accommodate 25%
of the total number of students
in College residence . His
suggestion, which has been
put to the College, is to
charge a kitchen fee applicable

o'~ the . whole of” the "1C
community. This fee would
cover the catering staffs

wages thus leading to lower
refectory charges.

Ms Cowell in her report
refers to the Dbarrage of
criticism levelled at the
catering staff. Their morale
was very low and they could

benefit from a few months’
breathing, space without
criticism,

Dr Levy also expressed his
great concern over this. ‘It
has to be realised that they
(the catering staff) are doing
a difficult job to the best of
their a%lity’’, he said.
““Members of the College
should remember that all the
criticisms they might make,
sometimes in very forthright

terms, do not help the catering
staff to do a better job’’.

Asked to comment on the
report, Riz Shakir, ICU Deputy
President and a member of
the Refectory Committee, said
‘““On the whole it was rather
disappointing and told us
little that we did not already
know. But then "perhaps it
would be too much to expect
from a few hours work’’,

Bar prices to stay at
present level

Ms Cowell’s report

found disappointing

NUS Travel

As from this week the NUS

travel office in the Union
Lower lounge will only be
open Mondays, Wednesdays,

and Fridays. This is because
Valerie has to go and work in

the branch -at Goldsmiths
College . on Tuesdays and
Thursdays due to a staff
shortage.

NUS to launch
newspaper

THE NUS launches an eight-
page tabloid newspaper called

‘‘National Student’” on the
16th February. National
Student of which 100,000

copies are being printed, will
be distributed free to each of

the 750 student umions in
membership of NUS.
This will be the fourth

time that NUS has attempted
to produce a national student

publication — the other three
were Student, New Student and
Magnus.

National Student which is
to be published termly will be

freely accessible to all
students and will cover
student activity on a national
basis. The paper should

have a high news orientated
content and it is hoped that
a large proportion of the material
will come from the staffs of
newspapers. In the lon
term, NUS hope to expan
the service in the form of a
weekly newspaper which
would be purchased through
news agents.

At the recent Student Press
Conference at Essex University,
reservations were expressed
by representatives of student
newspapers attending the

conference. They feared that
the advertising revenue a
college paper could accrue
would decline considerably
as a result. This, it was
contended, might force the
closure of some of the papers.

However, the unification
such a national publication

could bring would be tremendous
and none at the Conference
was opposed to the idea
in principle.

The first major
Nation Student
is that of

role that
will play
informing all its

readers of the national student

strike on Friday, 27th February
in support of the grants claim.
Trade union members teaching
in colleges are expected to
give support to the strike.

Students on strike are being
asked to ocome to London for
what, it is hoped will be
the biggest student demon-
stration ever mounted.

The demonstrators will
assemble at2.00pm in Belvedere
Road, near Waterloo station,
and will march to Hyde Park
Corner. There they will be
addressed by Charles Clarke
President of the National
Union of Students, and
prominent trade union leaders.
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Scarborough Conference .

For many"‘students, it is through either FELIX or Sennet
or the national newspapers, each with their own bias
that they get. to hear of what went on at the Conference and
the policy decisions taken. This in many cases is the only
<ommunication between most students and the National
Union.

When this ‘august body of Students(?) decides that it
should forge links with the trade unions and take sides
with the MPLA in Angola, one wonders about the relevance
of such time consuming motions and indeed the whole of
conference, to improving the lot of the IC student (and
that is assuming that it needs to be improved).

Although politically .aware, many students through a
lack of political understanding tend to the opinion that the
conference is merely a forum for political theorists to
express their grandiose ideas for creating a perfect society —
they would not be far wrong.

The solidly theoretical approach to student affairs and
international politics is, supposedly, what alienates people
from the NUS. The practical aspects — the grants protests,
letters to the ministers concemed, the patronising calls
for change — are all wunimaginative but effective. However,
there is a need for strength of character within the National
Union heirarchy to direct resourceful efforts to the immediate
problems facing students. We are in danger of seeing decreasing
standards in education and must take positive and realistic
steps to protect ours and future students’ educational
interests.

The election by the union members of the NUS Executive
could ensure the relevance of the action taken by the
leadership and might help prevent the build-up of a clique
within the heirarchy of the Union.

The NUS appears to be divorced from students — the
Union means little to them and the national conference only
serves to crystallize their lack of interest.

Or is it simply a problem of communication?

If so, the new national student newspaper, National
Student, could go a long way towards providing a solution.
This is the fourth such venture by NUS and shows the
importance attacked to communications within the student
body by the NUS Executive. It is reassuring to know that
despite having a Broad Left editorial line, it is not the
NUS’s intention for the paper to carry propaganda.

'
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We are sorry to announce that one of FELIX’s long-
serving staff has had to resign. Mike Williams, last year’s
Editor, contributed much to the paper; he lead it through the
difficulties of change from letterpress to printing on the
premises, and has continued to write articles and give
vadvice since his term of office expired. Now Mike finds
pressure building up in his post-grad course, and does not
feel it right to continue with FELIX at the expense of his
studies. We wish him every success in the future, and thank
him for what he has done in the past.

Christmas tree sabotaged

During the vacation, the
decorations from a Christmas
Tree in the Mechanical
Engineering Department were
found smashed. The tree was
level 4 of the

Engineering

building, near the entrance
the Computer Centre.
The tree and

situated on

Mechanical broken in the User’s Room

|
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to

ormaments '
had been bought from £6 raised
by staff. The decorations from
the stripped tree were found
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Monday 12th

Tuesday 13th

Associated Studies: The
Strangers Next Door 1. The
Royal College of Music. DAVID

WILLCOCK, Director RCM.
Theatre A, Sherfield Building
at 1.30pm.

Film: Culloden, Theatre B,

Sherfield Building at 1.15pm.

Wednesday-14th

IC Folk Club presents CHRIS
ROHMANN in the Union Lower

‘Refectory at 8.00pm.

Adm: members 30p, non-members
50p Membership 60p.

Chelsea College: Bar night
with BOB DAVENPORT at
8.30pm. Adm: Free. Manressa
Road, SW3 — off Kings Road.

Thursday 15th

Associated Studies: The
Morality and Immorality of
Science. 2. The Pursuit of

Happiness by FRANK LEA,
author of the Ethics of Reason,

etc. Theatre A, Sherfield
Building at 1.30pm.

Lunch-hour Concert in the
Library, 5B Prince's Gate
at 1.30pm.

IC Ents present SLEUTH
starring Laurence Olivier
and - Michael Caine in Mech

Eng 220 at 6.30pm. Adm: 10p.
Friday 16th

IC Ents Hops and Disco in
the Union Concert Hall with
the JIVE BOMBERS. Starts at.
8.00pm. Adm: 60p.

QEC Ents present the 101’'ers
in the New Common Room Bar.
Start 8.00pm. Adm: 30p.

IC JEWISH SOCIETY
present -
ERIC MOONMAN, MP
giving a talk on
‘A sane policy in the
Middle East’

on
Tuesday January 20th
at
1.20pm in Mech Eng 664

FELIX urgently requires
writers and reporters.
Anyone interested in
joining the staff should

drop into the FELIX office

RATI KARTHIGESU
performs
Classical Indian dances
in the Great Hall

“art=r00 pm
on Thurs 24th Jan
Price 50p.

WANT TO EARN £1
PER HOUR?
_ Then just contact the Deputy
President, Riz Shakir, any

Tuesday Ilunchtime in the
Union Office.

Please note:-

BADMINTON CLUB COMPETITION

Doubles on Sat. 17th Jan.’
‘Begin at 10am in the great hall.
“Singles on Mon. 19th begin at 7pm.

Continued from page 1 2

Could you afford to be a Married Student?

made . for the husband or wife
of the student by some embassys.
If that person is unable to
speak English or is unskilled
there is little chance of a
j§>bk and the family is put at
risk.

Charles Clarke, President
of NUS commented last
Wednesday: :
‘‘Mature students and their

families are suffering badly.
We have one example of a
mature student who had to

give up his course suffering

from malnutrition. The grants
system is heavily weighted
against those people who
missed out on further or
higher education at. 18. |
would suggest that the

government takes a leaf out
of the Department of Employ-
ment's book and looks at the
way it treats people over the
age of 20 under the Training
Opportunities Scheme. The
contrast is compelling.”’

PROFE BREMSSTRAHLUNG Look at this! Not a

mention! 1've been ignored!

Disgraceful!
I don't
believe it!

2 i

My many hours of
painstaking effort come
to nothing!

|l am
disausted!

S

You really ought to
stop doing these

Christmas Crosswords
Prof! 'l'hej do you
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