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Aston pulls out of NUS’
AT THEIR UG last Tuesday, The Universityof Aston

Students’ Union decided by a majority of nearly three to

one to disaffiliate from NUS, the national student union.

The meeting was attended by 1400 students with a total

of over 1200 actually voting on the inotion before the

meeting, which wanted the Union to remain affiliated to

NUS.

Mr lan Minnis, President

of the Students Union, said

that this vote was a ‘‘kick-

in-pants’’ for NUS and he

expected to see some moderate

unions such as Newcastle

and Liverpool to debate

the question of disaffiliation.

He would also like to see

militant unions debating the

issue, especially places like

Kent and Essex. ‘‘It would

be even. better if they

disaffiliated’’, he said.

The reason behind Aston’s

decision to quit NUS was

that many students’ there

felt that NUS was_ unrepre-

sentative.

Of the 332 who voted to

stay in (893 voted to leave),

most of them did so because

they thought it would be

more useful to carry on the

fight from within the existing

structure of NUS. Mr Minnis
however, disagrees on this.

Although there has been

no immediate move to

disaffiliate from other unions,

the real turning point will be

at Scarborough when the

motions ©ion othe ‘eNUS

constitution are discussed.
If the -motion calling for

direct elections to the NUS

executive is defeated then

there is a real possibility

of a snowballing’ effect

setting in.

Peter Teague, ICU

President, would. like to see

the question debated at IC,

but is worried that a decision

might be reached which was

based on insufficient

knowledge of what the NUS

is and does. He does not

feel that Aston’s action was

a big enough jolt to the

NUS but agreed that should

SRC undecided over rents
THE STUDENT RESIDENCE

committee met on Wednesday

to review the rents for next

term. They were unable to

decide on the amount of

increase to be levied although

a completely new system of

distributing rents has been

formulated.

It was agreed that the

halls should bear the brunt

of any increases because

halls had made a loss of

over £60.000 whilst the

houses made a profit of
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‘

the motions on the NUS

constitution be defeated,

there would be at least

two or three more. dis-

affiliations.

£2.200. The increases

being contemplated for next

term will be in the region of

£5 for shared rooms. in

houses and Garden; £6 for

single rooms. in_ houses,

Garden Hall and Old Beit;

and £7 for Weeks Hall,

Linstead Hall and Southside.

These increases’ which

average out at about £1.50

per week more are embodied

in two proposals being put

to the Rector for his con-

sideration. He will then

make a_ recommendation to

the Governing Body.

The results of these

actions will not be available

until the beginning of next

term due to the fact that the

Governors will not be

discussing the matter until

the Christmas vacations.

Guilds Exec adopt

Hoyle as presidential

candidate
THE UNEXPECTED resign-

ation of Keith Ahlers as

President of City and Guilds

Union last week, has left a

considerable hole in the

Union structure. In addition

to being President of C&G

Union, he was also Vice

President of Imperial College

Union. Under the Constitution,

the Honorary Secretary of

the Union, Anne _ Pickard,

becomes’ acting President

until the election of a new

president.

Only one candidate has

so far been nominated for

the presidency. He is Steve

Hoyle, who is, at the moment,

vice President of the Union.

In order to be eligible for

election as President, Mr

Hoyle has had to resign as

VE; His resignation’ is

effective from 1st December.

This has left the post of

VP open and means that

Guilds Union is now functioning

with only one of its top

three officers. There are

however, two candidates

standing for the Vice

Presidency; Steve Dearing

and Kim Whaley. The hustings

for both posts will be on

Tuesday 2nd =. December,

with the elections on 9th

December.

Saturday 29th.Nov.

In the Great Hall
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Friday 28th

IC Film Soc present ‘Romeo and Juliet’ in Mech Eng 220 at 7.15pm.

Adm by membership card only. Membership £1.50.

QEC: All night Christmas Ball ~ 8.00pm till 8.00am in the Atkins
Building. The bali features ‘George Fame and the Blue Flames’,

‘Mike Absalom’, ‘Slack Alice’, ‘Circus’, ‘North Circular

Accidental Band’, ‘TC Dixie Band’ and ‘Stan Arnold’. Discos by

the ‘Naked Eye Disco’ and ‘The Randy Rhino Road Show’.

Films: ‘‘ The Waiking Dead’’ and ‘*Loot’’.

Buffet dinner including wine and breakfast to follow. Dress:

Formal or dark lounge suit. Tickets: adv £6.00 double, £3.50

single; on the door £7.00 double, £4.00 single. Tickets available

from the Social Secretary, QEC Union, Tel: 937 9714/1794.

Saturday 29th

IC Ents proudly present ‘Osibisa’ plus ‘Moon’ in concert in the
Great Hal at 8pm. Adm: £1.20 IC adv; £1.30 adv; £1.50 on door.
Photographic Society: Beginners weekend. Also all day Sunday

Take photos today; develop and print tomorrow. There will be

a prize for the best print! Contact DE JI DEMURNEN in Room

481 Mech Eng or sign up on the Photsoc notice .board. Price
£1.20 inc! film, paper and chemicals.

Sunday 30th

Cath Soc: ‘‘Some ethical problems in human Biology’’. A talk by

Gordon Dunstan. Prof Dunstan is FD Maurice Professor of

Ethical and social Theology at King’s College. 7.30pm at More

House, 53 Cromwell Road.

IC Sunday Session: This week features ‘‘TYGERBAND’’, a

traditional jazz band. Union Lower lunge at 8.30pm. Adm FREE!

Chelsea: Film, ““JANE EYRE’’ at 7.00pm Lightfoot Hall,
Manressa Rd Adm 15p.

Monday 1st

Start of the Latin-American week (continues until Friday). For

details see elsewhere in FELIX.

Tuesday 2nd

Hall dinner in the Sherfield Building. 7.00 for 7.30pm.

STOIC: Interview with TONY BILBOW, presenter of BBC 2’s

~IECcEE Tae

581 2468 6pm—9am

‘Filmnight’. Includes film clips from ‘‘Last Detail’’, ‘‘Monty

Python and the Holy Grail’’and ‘‘Blazing Saddles’’. 1.00pm.

Union, JCR (Sherfield) and Southside.

DRAMSOC: First night '‘The Captain of Kopenick’’, an all new

presentation with a cast of 40! Union Concert Hal! at 7.30pm.

Tickets 60p. (Students 40p). Continues until Saturday 6th.

Career Opportunities Talks: ‘A Career in the Air Transport and

Travel Industry’’ by Mr JCW WELLER, Air Transport and Travel
Industry Training Board.

Associated Studies: France since de Gaule 2.A modern econom)

— but how modern a society? JOHN ARDAGH. Theatre B.
Sherfield Building, 1.30pm.

What is Baroque? 3. Baroque Music. ROGER NORRINGTON,

Conductor, music critic and broadcaster. Theatre A, Sherfield

Building. 1.30pm. :

Wednesday 3rd

IC Folk Club present ‘JOHN AND SUE KIRKPATRICK in the

Union Lower lounge at 8.00pm Adm, members 25p, non-members

45p. Membership 60p.

Thursday 4th

Career Opportunities Talks: ‘‘Both sides at the Interview’’ by

MR RA MARSHALL, BAC.

Associated Studies: Lunch-hour concert in the Library, 53 Prince’s

Gate. 1.30pm.

Film: ““SACRED COWES’’. Theatre A, Sherfield Building at 1.30pm.

ICWA: A ‘'Women in Science and Technology’’ talk given by

PROF D JACKSON, Head of Physics dept at Surrey University

on ‘Women in Research’. |\CWA lounge at 6.30pm.

IC Socialist Society: Open meeting with a speaker from the

‘‘National Co-ordinated Committee Against Cuts in the NHS”.

SCR (Union) at 1.00pm.

Friday 5th

IC Film Soc present ‘‘/’M JUMPING OVER PUDDLES AGAIN”

in Mech Eng 220 at 7.15pm. Adm by membership card only.
Membership £1.50.

IC Choir: Christmas Oratorio (JS Bach). 8.00pm in the Great Hall.

Adm: Students 50p; others 75p.
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FELIX

NUS Drama

Conference
FORTY DELEGATES from as far afield as St Andrew’s came

together to discuss the NUS and drama, both as a recreation and

asa professional study. Organisation, by Rex Osborne, execui-

ive member responsible for drama, was almost non-existent and
it was apparent that the paucity of participants was the result of

poor communications, either between the NUS and college

executives or between the executives and their drama groups.

Many people had arrived with no idea of what was to be discussed,

or what function the conference had within the complex structure

of NUS. In fact it was explained that we could only elect and

‘urge’ an advisory (‘ad.') panel, which would in turn advise the

executive. It seems ironic that the decisions of previous

conferences have been contrary to the spirit of the only NUS

policy drama.

For the last

the .NUS has practised a

boycott, of the National

Student Drama Festival,
the annuai jamboree organised

and financed by ‘The Sunday

two years

Times’, through Mr Clive

Wolfe. This ‘boycott arose

from Mr Wolfe’s refusal to

accept various demands

made by a previous conference,

the most controversial being

that the conference should

elect students to the board,

appointed by Mr Wolfe, which
selects productions to go to

the festival.

It seems to be fundamental

law of student life that the

NUS and the students it

Supposediy represents’ lead

different ‘lives. The drama
field is no exception; grass

roots opinion from drama

groups all over the country

is that the NSDF is a good

thing and much prestige is

gained by those lucky enough

‘to be selected. This year

more than 120 groups entered

for the London festival. The

method of selection, by

professional fheatre people,

also provides critical assess-

ment for productions, even

if they cannot be selected.

The NUS now appears to

have seen the error of its

boycott, though it is not

clear whether this is because

this year's festival is already

under way - and student

selectors could not be

inciuded at this late stage.

A motion was presented by

the ad. panel which

recommended that the NUS

should be involved with the

NSDF and should investigate

the ways in which they could * perhaps

excellent theatrically, might

not be ‘‘their cup of tea’’.
Mr’ Wolfe has, never made

any secret of the fact that

he wishes to select productions

of the sole_ criterion’ of

dramatic effectiveness and

thus make the festival a

showcase of the best in

student drama. This attitude

does not provide the democracy

that the NUS is so keen on.

Mr Wolfe’s organisation is.

that of a benevolent dictator;

provide assistance, particularly

in the fields of communications

and publicity. Of course,

there is nq possibility of the

union giving financial aid and

the festival must continue

with commercial sponsorship.

This year it was reported

that ‘The Sunday — Times’

could not continue its

sponsorship. But, at the

last moment, the newspaper

announced that -it would

continue with the aid of:

co-sponsors, who turned out to

be the Scottish Tourist’

Board and the House of’

Fraser. The. 1976 festival

will -be in Edinburgh next

April.

On the matter of elected

selectors little was - said
since this is a matter that

it is too late to do anything

about this year. Mr Osborne

reiterated that NUS view

that elected students should

be on Mr Wolfe’s board. The

opinion of those delegates

that | talked to was that

drama groups would _ not

have such confidence in the

ability of students whose

opinions might be clouded by
a production which, although

the only point of
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DRAMATIC SOCIETY
presents

DEC

DEC

DEC

DEC

DEC
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by Carl Zuckmayer

adapted by John Mortimer

CONCERT HALL

(UNION BUILDING)

STUDENTS 40p
OTHERS 60p

. presentation of

conflict between the NUS

and .its drama groups is the

extent of that benevolence.

Other subjects dealt with

were the plight of students

in colleges of drama, and

the place of community

theatre in the student drama

scene. It is difficult to see

how the former fits into the

remit of a conference on

student drama, _ essentially

an amateur field. Although

there are various’ student

groups experimental and

community theatre, the field

of student dramastill continues

to be dominated by those

interested in conventional

plays;
unfortunately -those sorts of

people are not the ones who

want to’ spend a_ whole

Saturday in London discussing

the NUS and drama.

Thomas Stevenson.

ICWA

Christmas Lunch

Party

Tues 9th Dec

at

12.30pm

in the

Union Concert Hall

Tickets 50p from ICWA dep

reps and 121 0r124 Beit Hall

EID-UZ-ZUHA BEING

CELEBRATED

Just three weeks from now.

Get your Eid Cards fronf the

Islamic Society. Room 002

Sherfield Building, every day

at 1.00pm. Price 5p, 6p & 7p.
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History ig in the makingPROF BREMSSTRAHLUNG
al

Hey Prof! Are

you In there?
Monster!

Quark! Ina few seconds

| will have some astounding

negatives of the Loch Ness

And when | produce them

at the Edinburgh symposium

the scientific world will

at last... huh? ... ARR6GH!

Ps:
9

WHO PUT FIXER

BOTTLE?!

y
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