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Linstead resident dies

of drug overdose

Lord Rothschild receiving his Fellowship from Sir

Henry Fisher, Chairman of the Board of Governors.

Lord Rothschild was also this year’s Special Visitor

— for his speech see page 3.

AYU

A THIRD YEAR Electrical Engineering student was found

dead in his bed on Monday 27th October. The student had

been dead for sometime. He had been last seen during the

previous Saturday on which occasion he looked to be in

good health.

The police were called
and an autopsy was carried
out the following day. An
inquest was subsequently

held last Wednesday. In a

proceeding taking only a few
minutes the coroner, after

considering all the available

evidence, stated that the

cause of death was due to

self-inflicted barbiturate
poisoning while in state of

depression.

The student, who came

from Bradford and had been

living in Britain for several

ears, was found to have

een in the possession of

large quantities of tablets

which had not been obtained

on prescription. Dr Carabine,

the warden of Linstead Hal!
said it was not obvious how
the student had obtained the
drugs.

it was a great shock to
Dr Carabine and many students
in the hall to hear of his
death. He (the dead student)
had not outwardly shown any
signs of depression, but was
quite jovial although he had

been observed to consume a

fair amount of

beverage of late.
The student’s funeral was

last Friday and a. memorial
service was held in Linstead

Hall on Monday at which
nearly 60 people attended.

Friends of the student read
passages from the Koran.

alcoholic

IC radio to
get licence soon

IC Radio have received
a letter from the Home Office

regarding their application

for a test license. This
follows a visit recently by

GPO engineers to look into

the technical aspects of

setting-up a_ station = on

Campus. They apparently are

of the opinion that the idea

is feasible.

IC Radio have been asked,

by the Home Office, to look

into various aspects of their

design for a_ studio and

outside wiring of the halls
of residence. This means for
instance, including a means

of varying output power —

Steve Brightman’s design did

not allow for this — and the

aerial positions on some of

the halls need to be revised.

IC Radio do not seem to

see any. difficulties with
complying with these mod-

ifications although it means,

in the case of the aerials, a

virtually complete new

system has to be worked out.

John Allen, of IC Radio,

commented? ‘‘We were relieved

to receive a positive reply

after neatly a year of waiting.

There does not seem to be any

substantial difficulties with
regard to carrying out the

suggestions put forward by
the Home Office.

‘It looks as if a _ test

license could soon be on the

way’’.
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Friday 7th

IC International Socialists Society: ‘‘Labour and the Crisis’’.
Speaker Mike Tompson. 1.00pm in Civ Eng 208.
IC Ents disco in the Union Lower Refectory. Adm 10p.
Rag & Drag Queen Competiton plus disco in the Union Concert

Hall at 7.30pm.

QEC: ‘*The Funkies’’ play in the Courtauld Hall in a party-cum-

disco with food provided. Adm 40p.

Saturday 8th

IC Ents present ‘Stackridge’ plus ‘Sparrow’ in the Great Hall at

8.00pm. Adm: IC adv 90p, adv £1.00; on door £1.10.

Lord Mayor's Show through Central London — all day!

Sunday 9th

Sunday Evening Talk: *‘Women in the Church. What next?’’ by
Una Kroll at More House, 53 Cromwell Road. 7.30pm after bar supp
SCAB EVENING: Dramsoc/Opsoc co-production Jazz Concert,
Folk Concert and really filthy blue moves. 8.00pm in the Union
Building. Adm: 30p.

Chelsea College: Film ‘SONS AND LOVERS’ in the Lightfoot
‘Hall, Manressa Rd 7.00pm Adm: 15p.

Monday 10th

DRINK A PUB DRY (some hope!). Meet in the Union Bar at 6.30pm.

Tuesday 11th

BAR-B-QUE and disco: 8.00pm; Beit Quad and Union L ower Refec
IC Jewish Society: Talk by Hyam Maccoby on ‘‘Jesus and the
Jewish Resistance against Rome’’. Lecture Theatre A, Sherfield
Building. 1,30pm.

IC Soc Soc: Meeting on ‘‘The Housing Crisis’’ the the ‘‘Elgin.
Avenue Squats’’ at 1.00pm in the SCR (Union). Speaker Piers
‘King Squater’ Corbyn.

Associated Studies: The Industrial Archaeologist at work: 2
““Conservation and Restoration’’ by Denis Smith, Chairman,

Greater London Industrial Archaeological Society. Theatre B,

Sherfield Building. 1.30pm.

Careers Opportunities Talks: ‘‘The Civil Service’’ by Mr CF
Blanks, Civil Service Commission. Elec Eng 408. 1.30pm.

Hall Dinner in the Sherfield Building. 7.00—7.30pm Sherry.

STOIC present Raymond Baxter (from BBC's Tomorrow's World)
talking about his career in broadcasting. 1.00pm. Union, Southside

and JCR.

Wednesday 12th

Morphy Day Towpath Battle. Towpath near Putney Bridge. Start 3pm

IC Folk Club present a Folk Ceilidh with ‘“‘Norta Circular

Accidental Band’’ in the JCR (Sherfield Building) at 8.00pm.

Thursday 13th

RCS Smoking Concert (Students’ Revue) in the Union Concert Hall

at 8.00pm. Adm: 50p (includes free pint of beer!)

IC Sailing Club Wine and Cheese evening at 8.00pm in the Union

SCR. Tickets 40p from Falmouth 218.

Associated Studies: Lunch-hour Concert in

Prince’s Gate. 1.30pm.

Films: One Man's China. 1.‘One Nation Many People’. 2.‘People’s

Communes’. Theatre A, Sherfield Building. 1.30pm.
Careers Opportunities Talk: ‘‘Careers for Graduates — Mass

Production Industry’’ by Mr JD Watkinson, Joseph Lucas Ltd.

Elec Eng 408. 1.30pm.

Friday 14th

City and Guilds Carnival: ‘Viv Stansha/l/ & Greysers’, ‘Roger

Ruskin Spear’ plus ‘Andy Thunderclap Newman’. Jazz Band, Disco

and Film show. 8.00pm in the Union Building. Adm: £1.50.

Tickets from C&GU office.

QEC: Rag Ball with ‘GONZALES’. Fancy dress. 8.00pm in the
Courtauld Hall. Adm: 80p adv, £1.00 at the door.

Saturday 15th

the .Library, 53

Rag Procession: Meet in Imperial Institute Road at 10.00am.

Rag Concert: ‘GONG’. 8.00pm in the Great Hall.

ICWA
After a fairly hectic five weeks

at IC, Stella Godfrey, ICWA president,

outlines future ICWA programmes

and how to get the best out of ICWA

socially and otherwise.

The last of the Freshers’ Dinners

being over, there is just a momentary

pause in which to catch our breaths
before being plunged into Rag Week.

Indeed, when this article goes to

Press, Rag Week will have already

begun with ICWA’s own ‘’20's Revival

Party’. In addition to this, Rag Week
will contain a whole host of weird

and wonderful events, so get involved

and make it the success it deserves
to be.

The next event on the ICWA calendar

after the ‘’20’s Party’ will be a debate
on Tuesday, 18th November at 7.00pm

in the ICWA lounge. The riotian will

be ‘This house believes that women

who are raped ask for it’, in response

to an article by Jack Gratus which

recently appeared in ‘Over 21’ magazine.

Mr Gratus, author of ‘The Victim’,

will be defending the riotion and
Margaret Allen, features editor of ‘The

Times’ ‘will oppose it. (Margaret Allen,

you will remember came to college last

year to speak to the ‘Women in Science

and Technology’ Group on the subject

of ‘Women in Industry’.) We also require

two further speakers (one defending,

one opposing) from College, so if you

would like to air your views on the

subject at the debate, drop a note

into my letter-rack in the Union Office.

Sherry will be provided.

On Thursday, 20th November at

12.30pm, the’ first ICWA General

Meeting of the session will take place.

During the meeting, the committee

will report to you on its activities

to date and events planned for the

future. It is important that a// members

attend so that we know we are spending

your money as you would like to see

it spent. That is, think of it as a share

holders meeting! Further, the Fresher’s

representative for this session Will
be elected at this meeting. The post

will be best filled by someone prepared

to express her opinions on the present

running of ICWA and also contribute

some new ideas. The nomination

papers are on the Union notice board

outside the Union Office. On the ICWA

committee there is also a post for one

male and we would like any men in

college who thinks he can contribute

to the running of ICWA to stand for

the post. He will need an ICWA member

to propose him, the nomination papers

being posted on the Union’ notice
board.

On the evening of the 20th November,
ISWA will be holding a Post Graduate
and Overseas students social evening.
The aim of the evening will be to get to
know some of the more elusive members
of college and to discuss what they
would like to see us organising on
their behalf, together with any points’
they may have raised during the General
Meeting. So if *you are either a post-
graduate or an Overseas Student, .
whether first year or third year, please
attend. There will be no charge and the
social will take place in the ICWA
lounge, which for those of you who have
not’ found it as yet, is next to the
Union Office on the first floor of the
Union Building. It will begin at 6.30pm.

The Wednesday lunch time meetings

of the ‘Women in Science and Technology
group will continue as usual and as a

future event to note, Professor Daphne

Jackson, Professor of Physics at

Surry, will be coming to speak to the

group on December 4th. Watch this

space for further details on that.

For those people who are not aware

of this, there are magazines provided

in the lounge. These include ‘Punch’,

‘Time’ and ‘New Scientist’. We also

hope to be able to provide coffee

facilities,eshortly.

Finally, make the most of Aag

Week and see you at the Debate on

the 18th.

Stella Godfrey
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The Future
The following is the major text of the speech delivered by Lord

Rothschild, on the occasion of becoming an Honorary Fellow and

Special Visitor of the Imperial College of Science and Technology.

THE MOST important members of this
audience have only recently started
their adult lives and may therefore
wonder what the future holds in store
for them. So, like many others before, |
thought | would have a shot at telling
you. | start with the difficulty that,

though | am pretty confident you will
live longer than your fathers and mothers,
| don’t know how long longer is. But this

has the advantage for me of not having to

be too precise about dates — perhaps in
some cases | shall be out by a mere
matter of a thousand years or more.

Trying or pretending to foretell the
future has been a human failing since the

earliest times. But futurologist have not

always been too successful when peering

into the crystal ball.In 1925, for example,

Bertrand Russel! pronounced that “physical

science is thus approaching the stage

when it will be complete and therefore

uninteresting.’*® It would be a long job to

list the advances in physical science

since then. JBS Haldane, one of England's
brightest and most eccentric scientists,

wrote that he was satisfied from thermo-

dynamic calculations that the energy

inside an atom could never be harnessed.

Similarly, Rutherford did not believe that

atom-splitting would ever be put to

practical use (or misuse for that matter).

So much for prophecies about nuclear

power and the H-bomb which, incidentally,
| predict will not intentionally be used
in your lifetime, though there will be

some troublesome moments. These
examples are sufficient to explain why |
approach my task with modesty and an
appropriate lack of confidence.

Colonization of outer space will not

solve world population explosion.

Many people, like Malthus in 1798, are

worried about the population explosion

and, unless the American scientist

Calhoun’s experiemts on the reluctance
of rats to reproduce at the expected rate,
even when not crowded, have been
confirmed and can be extrapolated to
human beings, there are good reasons for
this worry. If we assume, only, of course,

for purposes of illustration, that people

will go on having babies at the present

rate, by the year, 3,700 the weight of all

the human beings on earth will equal the

weight of the earth. Some 1,700 years

later, in the year 5,400, if everyone on

earth were to be put into a hollow ball,

its radius would have to be 20,000 times

that of the earth and the bali would have

to expand at an alarming rate to keep up

with the constantly increasing number of

babies.

Some solution of the population

explosion is, evidently, necessary; and

the need for a solution is one of the

reasons why writers about the future and

others like the distinguished scientist,

JD Bernal, predict an exodus from earth

to other parts of the universe.

it surprises me that so many writers

about the future seem mesmerised by

outer space and by Professor Wheeler of

the Institute for Advanced Studies at

Princeton, in part of whose universe

time does not exist, with all sorts of

improbable and, in my view, impossible

consequences. But nearly all of these

writers, in spite, probably, of having

heard of Crick, Watson, DNA and RNA,

fail to realise the equally or more fantastic

changes taking place now in the Life

Sciences and, with certainty, in- the

future during your lifetime. Although |
shall have something to say about outer
space | shall also dilate a Nittle on what
you can expect in and from the living
world.

One can implant electrodes into a
particular part of a rat’s brain and, by

electrical stimulation, induce — the

experience of intense pleasure. The rats

can be taughi to switch the electricity on

when they feel like it, and it turns out

that the pleasure is so intense that when

the rats are presented with their equivalent

of caviare or Marilyn Monroe, they ignore

these stimuli and continue to press the

pleasure button. There seems little

doubt — and | think it has been confirmed

experimentally — that the same can be

done with human beings. In your lifetime

the crude method of electrical stimulation,

which in any case would be inapplicable

on a large scale, will be replaced by its

chemical equivalent, in the form of a pill,

Extasin (a descendant Aldous Huxley's

Soma). | don’t know what the chemical

will be but | suspect it will be something

like catecholamine (familiar to nerve

physiologists and some others) but more

complicated and therefore difficult to

manufacture illicitly.

Anxiety about top civil servants

becoming too good humoured

and euphoric under the influence of

Extasin

What may some of the consequences of

Extasin be? For reasons of economy and

modernity, special issues of Extasin will
replace the honours doled out to Civil
servants and some others on the Queen’s
birthday and at other times of the year.

Some naive people might think that the
number of days’ pleasure will be pro-
portional to the level of the honour; one

day for an M, two for an O, three for aC,
four for a K and five for a G. But that
will not be the case. We cannot afford to
give our most senior and distinguished
civil servants four or five days of
unimitigated ecstasy, because* of the

awesome problems they have to face
each day and which, in their ecstatic

condition, they might not take seriously

enough. Imagine the Secretary of the

Cabinet or the Permanent Head of the

Treasury having an overwhelming and,

possibly, euphoric sense of satisfaction

throughout one week. The concept is

untenable — inconceivable — so the

quantitative aspects of this new form of

honour will require the attention of an

Interdepartmental Committee or even,

perhaps, a Royal Commission.

Shortly after the introduction of

Extasin for this purpose, it will be issued
free, to a strictly limited extent, on the
Health Service, every Saturday moming.

Cancellation of Saturday Extasin

ration replaces prison sentences.

By the year 3,700 the weight

of all the human beings on

earth will equal the weight of

the earth. The need for a

solution of the population

explosion is one of the reasons

why writers about the future

predict an exodus from earth

to other parts of the universe.

But how would we get there and

is it possible? Or do we go

back to the barely heard-of

Calhoun? Lord Rothschild

takes a look at the problem

of over-population.

The Law Court computers may decide,
not only for public expenditure reasons,

that cancellation of Extasin should

replace the present archaic system of
prison sentences. If one is used to

intense pleasure every weekend, it will

be an intense punishment not to experience

it, quite apart from withdrawal symptoms.

Or will the computers come to the

opposite conclusion and quintuple the

Health Service dose, on the basis that

people in a permanent good humour and in

a condition of intense pleasure will

neither steal, rape nor mug again? Only

the computers will tell.

There is also the possibility, though

it is not a probability as in the case of

Extasin, that intense misery pills, called
-Miserin, will be developed and replace

prison sentences.

Used in war; or is Extasin better?

| am sure that one or both of these
substances will be produced in your

lifetime and not only will they be used
for the purposes already mentioned, but

also in war, or the threat of it. What does
a commander do when his troops, pilots,

astronauts or sailors become depressed,
dejected and apathetic following a

surprise rth ral of Miserin originating
from a satellite? What might well happen

here in these circumstances is that gas
masks, though in existence, will either

be in the wrong place or the rubber will

have perished. Some Frenchman, perhaps

Talleyrand, said, ‘‘War is much too

serious a thing to be left to military
men’’. In your time war may well have to
be left to the anti-chemists. So it will be

a race between the dejection and anti-
dejection chemists, just as it is today
between the SAM’s with their changing

gadgetry and the electronic counterr
measures in the aircraft or ICBM’s to be

shot down.

The alternative scenario, just as

difficult for*the generals to cope with, is
for all the troops to be in such a good

humour that they can't be bothered to deal
with the enemy.

So,as is often the case, this particular

peek into the future has civil and
military connotations.

One thousand identical twins of
Harold Wilson and 1975 Equivalent
of Marilyn Monroe.

But the next peek does not — it is

wholly desirable and benevolent. It

concerns clones, identical individuals.
Within your lifetime it seems certain that
we shall be able to produce as many

completely identical human beings as we
wish. The problem for the World Commis-

sion on Genetical Control, which will

shortly be created for this if not other
reasons, is: who does the Commission

want? Is it a thousand Harold

Wilsons, a thousand Feinbergs or a
thousand 1975 analogues of Marilyn

Monroe—| leave the precise specification

in this last case to your own idiosyncrac-

Continued on page 4


